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well repre-seuted in tii ett y by ti Canaia latt'a-tte l-
pilorption and 'ark•r & lZennieIy. tie' latter h;aving ri--
enitly opene ani olììe, tin London. The Tupper vi m;lies
tre %el stemd and 're evtiîlently eriois lin ihleim-r Ilien-
tons-wlh is rio'r thin1 ran l. said of a good many
otiers--to sarry on vi'orou op-rations it the splire
chosein lor tlietr Thotations. The tir:it.tîîvan gloil ar
a lso respondiiing go tle enrgîi. policy of m.heir r.ator, nid
1 heiar that t it-tiovan lill IortIy bring ouit a vomalieny
to bulid a ra lhav in onnet the pr i.pr'tie at Alhrt- Cai-
yoni with the11, C. 1'. IL. The hondion aid I. C. (tdfils
crowd are- eimt u reIsp-t able. aind nrices of Leir sh:res
k<eepî firm. I tii-ar iat Mr. .1. A. Turner lias a
net-w comp lianilby voning along. and imlight mention tliat
aiong otlier nîew vitwerinîs vlith vill shortly se . the light.
Is the ttritIsli Columbia ai Nor1thwes Caiadiai told
Trust, Comti ai y. This tomy inaking arran-ti mentlS
to actluit r <t uite a laiie imiiiinber of properties, most of
whIcl, I belileve, are in tIhe ii ootenay country, and whieit
have been very well repeorted nion Iy pepole qualiaied to
formu ai opinîion. The ctapital is, t believe, to be a quarter
of a million sterling, aui I har that the' con::ern is so pow-
erfully backed, t.Hat It Is likely that its sIare3 will be difli-

ult to obtalói unider a preiiiiiuim. Very ittle le dlmng lin
Klond y ke compiiailes, but tie city is ftil of mon who telI
you that they cau .,ell voi ontright claims oi Eldorado.
iHonmanza, llunker, aind tin fact all tlie b-st tribtiar.es of the
now fatmous Klondîlykzo river. As an instance of the way lin
which the British public are beiniîg exploited. I mmitght mien-
tion that onîe concern, calling itself by the grandiloquent
title of tht K'.niidyke Ilydrauîlie, recently asked the publc
to provide It with a large sum of imoney to take over thic
rights of a geitlemai retunmmed fromt the Klondyke who was
apparently so hard upl that ie was willing to sell actual
accumiulated gold diist and nuggets stowed away lin a cabin
c!ose to Dawson City amoitinig to £46,000 for the sum of
about£10,000. O course a tlung like tis vas a little too
far fetcheld for our owii investors, and, I believe, te re-
sponse was very pour, indeed.

Our papers are daily dotted with the advertiseiments of
Klondyke expeditonîs, etc., which are beting iitted out, and
a company was introduced last week which for £t>00, lit £1
shares, guaranteed to carry the iivestor riglht to Dawson
City in comparative coifort, loiok after hit and give him
eimployiienit for severai years. I know the people at the
back of this well, but althougli the sciemne was a 1 nove' onte
I doubt mci If they got a quarter of the ioney asked.
ily the bye, iow that Whitaker Wriglit lias tlrowi himlmself
so heartily Iito British Columîbia and the tlnoidyke, I sup-
pose It will not be very long before his keen rival, lioratio
Biottomlley (the West Australian finiancier) follows lit ls
footsteps. One of the latter's late factotums. IL A. Jewell,
did so about twelv months sini, but so tar 1 have heard
very litt!e as to the tangible resuits achieved by his con-
panly, the B.C. Vinancial 'Trust.

As am ltei of good iews, I imay mention that Loidoit
and B.C. Goldfields lias just declared a dividend of I shil-
ling per share. It is sald that when Morris Catton comes
home, lis companies, or somte of tiem, wil declare divi-
donds. llow they are to anamage it I don't kmow, and I
very much doibt such a desirable consuimîmîation. The
group Is not thought inuch of in London. Hall mines are
a little lirmer, but Klondyke companies are off color, and
the market closes on a dull appearance We are now
anxiously waiting for the iews fromn Dawson City regard-
Ing the past winiter's work and Its results.

Ex-Goverior McIntiosi, who is exlected in, towin alinost
iumediately, before lie left, tolda Rossland interviewer a

lot abolt the uolley of the much.vaunted B.A.C. which %Ili
be news to the London shareholders. lie stomutly defeido..

hi' polivy, anli h:al a wvord or two s) :sy in eqtanin ni
tha soin'hviat gandil en plirase about lits iomany
piss singt thle " keys to tii- olieii treaue-houses of iri-
tisi ('ilimbia, a titorait'e whm'ich I seei- h.a; htii-i iu icil dis-
ni dî-t alw amys mI lati-riig 01r1.m b thie irovincial

press. i1v the byq, I notier that lthe Le loi iais le iis
.Jiiia-y dividtn-id, ti irgly ta the dr.in oi the ex.

ihim nar i ometion um with thi Noirth pori sile-li-r. iVe ex-
pl-et l heuar a good dea i in tIis Vouim-tioi anid aIlsu in% re'-
ga rd to Lie Anlaslai (oiiimer'ial ('îomipiaily fromil Mir. Mteitosh
w l eî- l- arrives. I supposie Whitak-- Wrmighlt, is aiready

reimrilg the fi-ast for tti, holder of "thIoe1îui wonîlderfuil
lieys.'

1 thinki yoi vill admit titat no on is ii a bltter position
to jidge tIe tate of affairs li I ondon regardiig rlitish
Colu-uibti than the banks most interested in the develop-
ment. o! its vast iniueral re-onrees. Il iay, therefore, be
of literest to malke a brief reference to the recent icetings
of the Bank of U.C. and the Ranîk of Il.N.A. At the latter
gatherinig, whleh took place oi Ttesday, thecliairmnan said
they would observe that considerable progress had been
made by the company dumtrming the past six months, the total
balanlce having been £5,129.962. as aigaiist L4,884,917 lit the
prevloums liai! year. They wouilid lind that there had buce
an increase in alntost every Itenm. Tte deposits anid cur-
rent arcoits amounited to £:,310,1418, voinpared witit
£C2, ,039. Time iotes tin circuilatoi liad Increased frot
.,245,000 to £253,101. which wvas a cotsilerable increase
upon the year ending Deceiber. IS16, whiten the aimoirt
was £211,406. Bills jaý able and other liabilitie.s stood at
£1,242,220, as compared wth £1.202,604. Turinhg to the
other side of the aceotiis they would find that tiey had by
cash and specle at bankers and In hand and at call ot short
notice £917,401, as coipared with £GS2.785. As to invest-
mens they had their consul,, £150,000 at 90 stilt. Tie bills
recelvable, loanus on security and other act.ouints sliowe" -.n

increase, being £3,924,415 as compared with £3,875,446.
The profit amiounted to £39,435 and showed somte progress.
Out of It they proposed to deciare a dividend of 25 shilling;s
per share, equaIl tu 5 per cent. per anummn. They lad aIso
added £10,000 tu the reserve fund, and that left a balanle
of £3,726 to carry forward. Oi the whol ie ethougit they
womld agree with hin that the balance sheet showed ai
Improvenient, and tiat tlie'uasiness iad been satisfactory,
lnasmuch as they had made more ioncy, and they iad also
been fortnimate lin having very few bad debts tu write off.
They were told at the ast meeting of 'the position of the
new branches in British Coluibia. They had not opened
any more since that date, and lie vas very glad to say tltî
those working now were quite up te what the directors ex-
pected frou them. Now lie thliight they umight at any
rate take a chmeerful viev of the pr icut position of Canada
-an improvement in th fatrhing industry and an improvc.
tment aise coisequeit ou the discoveries et gold. It could
not, lin fact, be doubted that the trade of Canada was in a
far better condition than it had b-ec in for somue years

past.
Sir Robert Gillespie presided at the meeting of the

former ('ho Bank of B.(.) and Iii nivinig the adoption of
the report and accounts, pointed out that the past half-year
lad Iin some measure realized the holes and anticipations
that tue directors ventured ta predlt at the last meting.
He trusted It undicated a progressive return te that success
and prosperity wtih2li characterized the business of the
baiik for so many years. Ti.ey had ia doubt that the ex-
traordinary developemgent of the minerai wealth lin British
Columbla and the new discovorls in the Yukon must re-
sult lin a large influx of peoule into the country and a
greatly increased and successfi business tin these districts.
The preparations being umiade lit British Coluiimlîa Imi ai


