
A WANT1.

v i. b. nAiCOCK, PIROvIDENCE, R. I.

W E find many advertising something to fill a
long felt want. But all the wants are not
filled. There is wanting now a first-class

variety of a well-known breed, and no one seemns to be
able or to be willing to fill it.

At the late exhibition of the Rhode Island Poultry
Association the judge of this wanted variety vouild
not award a single first prize. The second prize was
as high as lie would go. The exhibitor w'as somewhat
disappointed, because under other judges these samte
birds had won numerous first prizes, but ie was too
good a judge of the breed to think that this variety
came up anywhere near to the standard of other varie-
ties of the breed.

But I declare, I amn forgetting to namine the variety I
an talking about. However, that, perhaps, is not so
tmaterial now. Tihis variety, as bred now, is short
where it should be long, is bullet-headed where it
should look lean and clean, bas a big, high, bushy
tail, where it should have a closely folded, low-carried
caudal appendage ; is in fact wrong in every particular

but one-color. But it is beautiful iii color. Its
plumage is fill of irridescent lues, and iii the sunlight
gleamts like a precious stoie. It is one of the nost
handsoine colors in the whole list of those which clothe
our domiestic fowl. Isn't it a pity that it is not bred
righît up to the highest demands for correct shape !

If soineone would <lo this he would win the thanks
and admiration of the fatcier world ; he would possess
one of the miîost beautiful Bantatms im existence, lie
could win prizes intnumterable, aud lie could seil eggs
for hatching and fowls for breeding until his, purse
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vould look like that of the successful returner from
lie Kloiikike regions. With so nany induceinents,
why doesn't soie enterprising breeder attempt the
olution of the problen, seek to fill this long-felt
want ? I confess I wonder that I don't try to do it
nyself, but I don't. I think it can be done, but it
sn't. I hope someone vill do it, but will ie ? To
stinulate the effort editors ouglit to keep standing an
advertisement like this,

WANTED,
A first-class black Gaie Bantai.

White birds will need washing before exhibition.
Waslh well in warn water, tise pure soap, rinse out in
Iuke-warn water, and last dip in blued water a little
colder than that you use to rinse in. Dry slowly
before an open fire if possible, first getting all the
water possible out with sponge or soft cloths. This
shotld be loie at least three days before the show, in
order to give the feathers a chance te " webb onut."
Cochins and Japanese mtiglit well undergothis tubbing
a day or two sooner even.

Strong sun will stain the lobes of rose-cotmbs. It is
as necessary to supply shade for this purpose, as it is to
preserve the purity of plumage. A little zinc oint-
ment is useful to restore color to stainied lobes and if
creased they should be well worked ont between thumb
and finger.

Confinement during winter is apt to cause the combs
of Japanese cocks to tutr over or lean to one side.
Give all the exercise possible and supply fresh air on
dry wari days. To prevent comnbs and wattles getting
touclhed with frost anoint twice a week with vaseline,
but do it lightly.

Gaie Bantans, if allowed to roost or perch on flat
perches or too b'oad perches are liable to becomue
duck-footed, a fatel fault in the show pen and a dis-
qualification in all cases. A miniature Gamebird, as
the Gane Bantan is, shiould stand fair and true on its
feet, and this it can't do if the bird has the fault
naied, that is if the hind toe inclines to the front and
not backwards as it should.

To avoid this supply the birds with narrow, round
perches. We have cured birds witht this fault by
givimg thet h. ich rods to roost on.

\Vhy do yellow legs lose their color? Frequently
because they get too dry and scaly. A ruin on short
grass in the early morning is a splendid preventative
of facied legs.


