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kind that would be worth flying for, say a distance
of 100 miles. I think a good silver cup would be
an appropriate prize for the first bird home, and
cash prizes for second and third. Could it riot be
arranged to fly the distance of 100 miles to aci
town to which the birds belong, and the birds of
eacht place bu liberated at the same time; the first
bird doing the distance to receive the cup."

We cannot sec that any improvement can be
made on Mr. Adams' siggestionî. Jy this means
the fancier in cach locality canchoose what he con-
siders to be the most favorable course. We, in the
west, must naturally train our birds east, and as in
Canada westerly vinds arc nost prevalent, our
birds would generally bu at a disadvantage ini hom-
ing against it, should they bu conîpeting with
birds trained west.

As the distance can not always bu arrived at
where rvliable homing stations are establishcd,
some scale of allowance should bu adopted for the
bird that would have to fly over the standard dis-
tance, and deduction for those that would fly
short of it. On the principle thint , It is the last
straw that broke the camnel's back,' we thinîk the
allowrance slhould bu very libiral for the excess
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There are miany practiccs whiichi, thîoughî not
Lut the Canadian Colimblîarian Society take this strittly anîdmable to civil law, arc in
iîutcr ilitt ctîsiderttioli, andtl givc us a1 :cade. te 1 direct violation of correct business principles, and
bc follow. d in ail our races. in opposition to that uînwritten tode of courtesy

We would suggcst that tll the Antw erp fancier and fuir treatmnoît, whicl sivuld always govern
contribute each vear and procure a cup, or somne humain tranîbactions. Stuli practices, thougli not
othter appropriate prize, te lit awarded to the bird

* '- the best flight in that y. ar ; and alsto o
considcred champion bird unt il its flight is beaten;
and that our Colunbarian Soci.ty frame rules to
govern this contest.

Lut one of our fanciers wlo lias a full lnft chal-
lenge another tu a trial similar to that Mr. Wac-
felaer otiers to the New York and Philadelphia
fanciers ; if ncessary tli. number of birds to par-
ticipate miglit bu reduced to ten. This plan %%il.
test the general excellence of the stock, while the
other the individual excellence of the birds.

Mr. Bessey writes us: "l Try and get up a fifty
mile race for Jne, siiy 50 or 60 miles iii any di-
rection su long as the right distance is made. I
wou:d say for cai man tu pay an entrancu fee of
q5, and not fly moru than ffic birds, money to be
divided into threc or four prizes and a gold medal.
Try and fix it up in some way, as I am anxious to
cither beat sone one or be heat."

Wu know of no way to more readily mecet Mr.
Bessey's wislcs than to inform him that our loft
contains but seven birds; two of these are squeak-
ers, and muade their first fly out to-day (April 8th);
these we will match against two of his of same age
or near it, to fly on or after May 24th, and on any
equal terms lie may propose-mercly as a test of
our respective birds.

.sublj tingthir auithors to any le-.1 prosecun
are, in som. cases, quite as annoying, and cause
quite as much loss and in;onvniee, as though
the parties were liable to ai action in a court of
law. We feel it to be our duty to caill attentionî to
an evil tliat exists, evtn anong ficiers, and whichî
we trust our rcmarks omay have soie te:ndlency to
remedy. A great many, lanciers w'ho advertise
sto k and eggs for sale, do not promptly answer
the letters of intending custemers, if they are, at
the time, unable to supply the stoLk or eggs want-
ed, thinking it mercly a loss of time and money to
do so. Others just s, lect those corrspîondents who
bs.emî inoubt hilely to bring thi liiîuin sb, and leave
tie rest utianswered. We delirc to refer to this
mattcr in all kindrcss, and lc harity, btli ving that
many of those who are guilty of conduct se cen-
surable, do it from mere thoughtlessness, mingled
with a trifle of indolence. Lut them rouse up, and
consider careful.y the nature and consequences of
thtir offnens. It is conisidered grossly discourte-
ous to neglect to answer a letter; how much more
discourteous is it, then, for the man who, by a pub-
lic advertisement, asks for the people's patronage,
te treat with silent cont. mpt ti.os:- who respond to
his announcements I We desire to make all rua-
sonable allowance for those follies, foibles, mis-
takes and ommissions of correspondents, which


