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dark as possible. I like what
the " damson cere." 'The b
tration I can give you of th
so much admire is to compar
bloom on a damson freshly
In silvers it is also desirable t
eye-cere as dark as possible, a
direction there is, gentlemen
ing for an enthuiastic fan
time and money at his dispo
mnajority of silvers are too
colour of eye-cere. The
and darkest coloured cere I
on a silver was produced by ti
iastic fancier, MR. R. Woo
bird was exhibited at the P.a
other leading shows, and
wards, I believe, purchased
price by MR. WALLAcI, SMITH

hands it had a most success
career.

The eye-cere of yellows, r
whites is light in colour, but
hard in texture, and as nicely
possible.

Colour.-In blues, the gen
must be of deep sound blue
form as possible throughout,
back, shoulders, rump and t
neck should be iridescent, or
lour of the rainbow; the bar
be moderately broad, black i
and well defined. Silvers, as
indicates, should be silvery i
of a unifori tint, with bars a
possible. Nothing gives so
finish to a silver as a deep r
dcfined broad black bar. Th
colour of chequers should be
a sound and unifori shade, w
ings even and well defined.
consider are the most difficult
produce. They are extreme
some, each feather showing a
admixture of blue or grey-a
which can perheps best be c
as a mixture of pepE r-and-salt
are various shades of grizzl
which may be tolerated so Ion
markings are good, and there
sence of white bellies, rump. an
Yellows and reds should bc de

is termed sound, and unifor n colour. The n
est illus- general structure of a Dragon should 1i
e colour I bc short, thick, and cobby, commenc- o
e it to the ing with a weli-shaped fuli neck, frec si
gathered. from gullet, widening boldly to the I
o get the shoulders, which must bc proninent, 1)
nd in that and gradualiy tapering off to the tips

,an open- of the fiights and tait. In a few words m
cier with the wings must bc strong, back flat, 'cý
sal. The legs short, thighs stout, flights and tail Cr

light in short and well carricd off the grourd.
best and These, gentlemen, ire my ideas of a
ever saw perfect lragon.
hat enthu- The second part of this paper will a
DS. T his relate to the breeding and management n
lace and of the Dragon. 1 wish especially to cr

vas after- urge the importance of coniencing as
at a big with thoroughly good and weii-bred is
in whose birds; by al means purchase the best ar

fuI show obtainable. I think it is utteriy use- in
Iess breeding from birds you know 1W.

eds, and nothing of. I wiiI now point out a few wi
nust be defects to be avoided, giving, as far as lu
laced as I ar able, ny reason for this advice. be

Sound-coloured birds cannot be pro- wi
eral body duced from iight-coloured parents, cr
, as uni- therefore, avoid such as are other than m

i. e., on of the proper shade ofo colour. Soft, gr
iighs; the fieshy, cered birds are utteriy useless in an
*the col- the breeder's loft, as are also blues or no

s shousd chequers possessing ight-coloured br
n colour, beaks. Another great point to bear be
tie nanie well in m -d is length of feather. Es- pe
n colour, cmew birds, with excessively long fights th
s dark as and tails. T1'le toitt ensemble of a Dra- toc

great a gon should be, as I have previously ly
ich well- said, short and cobby, whereas long-
e ground faced or long-fathered birds have the tl,

blue, of very opposite appearance. In breeding tai
ith mark- blues, chequers, and grizzles, I would ch

rizzles I recon end you to pay particular atten- I
colour to tion to the color of the iris of the eye, go
ly hane'- as this is a .rong hereditary point. pr
peciliar Strive to produce and perpetuite that

id-wiite, beautiful adornment a good damson w
lescribed cere; as a rule birds possessing this ti

Thiere property are wel up in other Dragon of
s, ail of points. It is possible to breed dark- th

as the cered youngsters from parents that do de
is an aU- not posess this attribute in a niark-ed PC

di yleare, provided, of course, that the d r oibli t aeinabi. chne of is tr us

lessich breeding o birds yon o ou ktan, w

oted for this amongst other valuable
roperties. To my mind the eye-cere
f a young Dragon of the colours just
)eciiecl cannot be too dark; in fact,

regard the dark cere as a cardinal
roperty.
In breeding silvers I would recoin-
end the occasional use of a light but
ven-coloured blue as tending to in-
case the density of the bar, and iri-
escence of the hackle.
In breeding yellows it will sometimes

elp to improve the colour by crossing
yellow cock with a red lien, but on
o account must the produce of such a
oss be resorted to in breeding reds,
the yellow blood vill have impover-

hed the density of the red. Reds
e not yet equal to the other colours
many properties, and I think they

ay be improved by judicious crossing
th a black (if it can be found) of rich
strous colour, and possessing a white
ak. Never use a duil smoky bird
th a dark coloured beak. Such a
oss would only resuit in dissappoint-
ent, and be time lost. There is
eat room for improvement in whites
d considering the fact that there are
points of colour and marking to

eed for, I am surprised they have not
en more carefully bred for head pro-
rties and general contour. Many of
e whites of the present day are much
o long in face and feather, and sad-
deficient in Dragon shape.
It has frequently occured to me that
ere is an openiug for an experimen-
ist to try and produce a good silver
equer. With the material at hand,
am surprised a thoroughly good Dra-
n of this colour lias not yet been
oduced.
A few words on the fixity of type
Il suffice to conclude my second por-
n of the paper. I can fancy some
the younger members whom I have
e pleasure of addressing, wi!l be won-
ring how they are to inaintain the
rfect bird I have endeavoured to
urtray. Do not be startled when I
y " breed in.' For instance, suppose


