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believes what t1 eunuch believed. -Admitted. What then2 i Canot
4uny personwho has heard others cntechised or examined for bis epqpçp.
ence, lkqrn too to describe what he never felt> 'So far thQ asqs are
perfectly equal. The same assurance is given in both casos. Yqu.ake
thie applicant on his, own testimony-so did thev. We both depend gpop
bis wurd, aud we grant he may deceive us, anàd you know he has ofien
deceived you. But ive could easilv shew, were it our intention, that
yo.u were more hable to bc deceived than we. But we Jeave this, arid
usk for no more than what is abundantly evident, that the apostolic plan
affords the same assurance as yourt We have the vprd of tie uppli-
cant, and you have no more. These considerations shpw that ihe
apostohoc plan is the wiser and the safer. It is more honorable to 1he
truth too. it fixes hie attention of ail upon the magnitude of the-gospel
faith-upon the magnitude of the fact confessed. It exalts it in th.e op-
prehension of ait as the most grand, sublime, and ali-powerful fact. It
inaaes it to the disciple, in his views, what the Savioqr is in all the coun.
sels of God--the Alpha and the Omega. It shews its cqmprelinsive
aud fundamental import, which in fact transcends every other,consid-
îation. Moreover, the disciple thus baptized is baptized in th faith,
but in the modern plan he is baptized into his own experience. It is
then rmost honorable Io the saving truth.

When your applicant appears before your assembly, say of one
hundred disciples, and bas satisfied them all, they lift up their handa or
otherwise express tleir approbation of his experience, and their consent
to bis naturalhzation. Now admit that his profession was sincere, tiat
lie feit ail that lie described. still he May not be a disciple in tru.tb. le
may, iodeed, have been ln doubts himself whèther his experience vere
genuing. But in your judgment he lias some confidence, or be would
not sincerely appear before you. He bas then, in your décision, tbe
concurrence of one hundred persons epproving his experience as genu-
ine. This emboldens him. He now feels himself somewhat assured
that he is a true convert, for a hundred converts have approbateC bis ex.
perience, and stamped it as genuine as their own. He may be deceived.
And you must admit it, or else contend that ail such approbatedtones who
speak what they have felt, are genuine disciples. I argue that there iW,
on your plan, a possibihlty of deceiving or of confirming an applicantio
self-deception. On the apostolic plan no such possibibty exists. For
admitting in this case, as in the former, that lie sncerely believes wbAt
he profèsses, then'he is a true disciple. And they who receive him-on
this ground, only express their approbation of the faith he bas professe.
They assure him, by theie concurrence, that believing what he professes,
he is a disciple. This, then, fixes bis attention upon the truth professeil.
In the one case tl'e faith lie has professed is only attested by the br.etbjep
is of paramoutit importance, which is soin fact; and in attesting whiçh,
there is no possibility of deceiving, wyhether bis profession be feigued
or sncere. In the other case bis experience is auested by the brethren,
as of paramout importance, vhich i may not be in fact ; and ati.+sting
ivhich, their is a possibihty of deceiving, whether bis profcssiod begi-
cere or feigned.

I4ut, says one, you may soon get mary applicants im this way. Stop;


