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THECCRTHO L IG

From the Catholie Auvocate.
THE TRUE CHURCH.
{conTinvuseD.}

A proper apprehension of the nature nnd
stiributes of the Church, must, ut once,
prove hiow fulse and absurd 1113, to assume
that the Chureh of Christ could enher be-
come invisible, or fall into crror and idola«
ty.  And these assumptions are but the
*ubterfuge of schisny and heresy,which have
no better play 1o shield themselves fiom
censurc and vondemnation.

The Church of Christis his spiritnal
Lingdom on carth, and may be defived, 10
e the society of men united in the profess

“ston of one and the same faith, and i coms
mugion of the same sacraments, under the
government of legitimaie pastors, and espe-
cially of the Roman Pomiff, * wlio is the
vicur of Jesus Christ.”

As an organized society of men, with a
well asceriined government, the Church
must, of its very nature, be visible, and to
assume that it could, at any time, become
invisible without ce ising to exist altagether,

15 repugnant to the principles of common
sense,

A society composed of Pastors and the
fsithful, united in the exterior profession of
the same faith; where the doctrines o
Christ were daily explained; where the or-
dinances or sacraments ofChrist were daily
administered ; where the nmembers were
continually in the custom of assembling to-
gether for the public worship of God, was
essentially a visible society.

Of this greatvisible societv die prophet,
Tsaialy, foretold, 11 c. 2 v,  “And it shail
come to pass in the last days, that the
fountain of the house of the Lord shall be
esiablished o4) the tcpof the mouniains, and
shall Le exdlted above the hills; and al
nations stiall flow urto it.” Daniel, also
allutles 10 its visible propagation, 11 c. 35
1. ¢ And the stone that smote the satge
became a great mountain, and filled the
whole canh.”

In Micheas, it is said, 4th c. v, T and 2,
“Lut in the last days it shall come to pass,
that the mountain of the house ef the Lord
shall be cstablished on the top of the moun-
1ains. and it shall be exalied ubove the
hills, and the people shall flow unto iW"—
And many nations shall come and say:

.

Come let us go up 10 the mountain of the
Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob»
and he will teach us lis ways, and we will
walk in his paths, for the law shall ga forth

from Sion, and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem.”

These prophesies are undersiood by all,
to lsave reference to the reignof Chiist, and
to describe ihe extent ot his Kingdom  The
hoase of the Lord, thus lifted up, like a
mountaif upon the tap of mountnins, was
fv Je scen far and wide, sinco * the nations
of the carth wese to fow unto it,” toreceive
the law and listen to the word of God.
And we find that Clrist, who came to be
- the light of the wo.ld,” tells us thit his
chosea follywers and apostles should al-
83 ¢ be the hglt of the world,” und his
Church be as “a city seated on a nrouatajn’s
which **cannot be hid,” St.Math. ¢.5,v.14.

. T'o suppose that the Church became in-
visidle, is 10 say that the light was obscur.

mountoin was concealed, which Chri
declared impossible,

Of this visible society, wo find mention

wmade in the twentieth chapter of the Ac

oftl.e Apostles: *“Take heed 1o vourselves,
and 1o the whole flock, wherein the Holy

Ghost hath placed you Bishiops, to rule tl

st} enter the church of Chtist not as superior
but as un enferiors, they join in fellowslhip,
nut to teach the cheech, but to be taught by
tho chureh.  1f there be in the church an
authority 1o teach, there cannot be in the
individual wember a right 10 constitute

himsell' u superior judge ol tho doctrines,
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Church (erO(l‘ which he huth purcll“scd'nnd seloct or |;\j,°c[ at his own plc“su[e.

with Ius owa blood” It would be supe

fluous here 10 undertake to shiow that visis

ble men, selected by whe Jloly Ghost,
rule the Church of God, could do lint

good as gavernors or rulers of an invisible

Churely that their office of shepherds wou

be a perfect sinecure, if their flocks were

invistble. St. Paul cxborts Timothy,

preack the word, and avers that he himself
and his co-laborers, are *“dispensers of ¢4

Mysleries of God,” which functions ncce

sirily imply the exisience of a visible so

cicty of men, for whose benefit, the word
preached and the wsteries are dispense

therein, a teacking tribunal for the pu
pose of disseminating the truths which 1

tevealed, and, in order that maakind might
learn theso truths with certainty, he inves.
ted this 1rribunal with an infallible autho-
rity, and made it a sure and safe guide in

the aflairs of religion,

This is the solution of all difficulties up~

on the momentous concern of salvation.

is Liostile to the pretended claim of private
judgment, and obviates the danger of sects,

schisms, and heresies.

1t prevents 1l

sacrifice of trth and chariiy, by preventing
vexations and interminable controversies

about the revelations of God.

sies.
phet, in which even “fuolscannaterr.”

is the only provision which Jesus Christ has
made *“to preserve the unity of the spirit of
faith, in the bonds of of divine charhy,
and hence all who have, at any time, by
their pride arnd obstinacy been willing to
make schisa s, to broach heresies, and to
found new religions, have been forced, in
self defenee, to deny, thatinthe Church of
1 Christ, such authority exists.

sion.

Now, let  person seriously reflect, whes

ther the existence of such an authority

not essential 1o the very nature of th

Church,

trines of Christ; consequently iy consis

of persons united together by whe bonds of

the same faith.,  1ow, then,

of cavh one 15 at huesty 1o believe what |
pleases.

The one excindes the other.
If men become members of a chureh,
should be because they consider it

ed, that *the city seated on the tofr of the
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We will now proceed to show that Christs
when he institated his Church created

It is a se~
cure guide to the learned, who sre willing
10 humble their pride to the will of God,
and to the unlettered, who are disqualified
. | to examine the real merits of the controve
Ltis the way spoken of by the Pro-

Aund non
have denied its existience but those whose

intarest it was fo represent it as a preten-

The Church consists of thase
who teach and those who belicve the docs

can these re-
main united by the bondsof the same faith,

A unity of faith is in direct coc-
tradiciion to the liberty of private opinion.

the
chusch ofChsist. 15ihey considerthe church
which they join, to be tho true Chuich
of Christ, they must believe #s dogirines,
or else suppose that the church of Clmtl
can teach esrongous doctrines. They

r- ! Hoence, the very nawre of the church im-

plies the existence of a teaching tribunal
whose decision is nbsolute, and hence all
sects have, in practice, been forced to
adopt the priaciple of awthority which they
rejected at first, merely to justify their ro-
volt aguinst the Universal Church,

Luther denied the infullible authority of
the Church, nnd vgainst the whole world
staod up alone, pretending that the Church
of the world had fallen into esror, while he
only kuew, believed,and professed the true
doctrines of Clirist.  Protestants applaud
Lwher for this bold stand against the di-
vinely constituted authority of the Churchs
but Luther claimed afterwards for himself
the authority which he devied to the
Church, and cach reformer, who imitated
Luther in his 1cbhellion. afierwards imitated
him in his pretensions to rule and govern
with an authority not be set aside, opposed,
or disputed—that is, with an authorny
mactically disputed.
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How sevoliing is tho scene, which P.o-
tesiants contemplete with such pleasure, as
the glorions origin of their inconsistent
vIsects!  lere, on one side, is the whole
ie | Church of Clrist immersed in error and su-
perst.iion, consequently in subjection 1o
“The gates of Hell,” coatrary to the ex-
press promise of her divine founder, and
on tie other, stunds Doctor Maitin Lus
the -, an apostate friar, who declares thrt
he alone is tight 3 that the true doctrines of
Chlirist are known only to him ; that conse-
queny, he is himself the true Church of
Carist, being the only person possessed of
redigious truth, How revoliing 1o good sense
to suppose such a condition of things!  As
if the Church, which St Paul says “Cliist
purchased with his blood 3 and over which
he placed bishops to watch and “*rule,”
should have become a fiithless, degraded
sponse, no longer bringing forth children
unto her beloved, but the leman of the
devil, guiding men to eternal destraction,
whil: at the same time God can find a0
better, purer, hiolier person than Luther to
be tho preserver of his ductrines, and to
recali men to a knowledge of his forgotten
gosp 1. Whata gress, palpable absurdity
lies here before us when we cxamine the
salienipoint of that clamorous outcry,raised
by Protestants, against the Catholic doc-
trine of un infullible teaching anhority.

Whiether the Church of Christ hes b.en
iavested with the awtharity to teach posi
tively und unerringly the truths of Christic
anity, is a question of fact susceptible of
proof and numerous and conclusive are
the arguments drawn from every source,
by Catholic writers, to set this fact in the
' broadest Light of evidence,

1. That Christ estal lished a church is a
point conceded by all.

2, ‘That he instituted in this choreh 2
teaching tribunal, is also admiued.

3. Thut the duty of this tsibunai, was
4o tench all pativns, 10 pbseive all these
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things which he t:ommandcd ** will nlso be
udmitred, .

4. Thnt he could make provisions to pro-
tect this tenching tribuval from any dimger
of disseminuting error as his doctrine, will
scatcely be danied by such as admit bis.
divinity,

5, That it would havo been greatly to
tho advamiage of mankind, to have such

,| infallible guide in matters of religion, fow

wauld deny.

But many boldy maintain that Christ has
not instituted this unerring authorily in his
Church, and has left with men no safer
guide than the scriptures, interpretod by
private judgment, It is in the aim of
these, to extol the svriptures in the most
exiravagaut manuer, as if they only have.
due ndmiration and reverence for God's
revealed word, whereas they are guilty of
the sophism, of making much ado about the
materinl while they sacrifico spiritual.
They lavd the letter of the law, while
they do as they pleaso with the spirit or
meaning.  They profess much reverenca
for God's word in the abstract, whilst in
practice all their reverence is for their own.
sense. They care miore for their owa
views about what God said, ord for their
own ingenuity in the arnt of interpretation,
than they do about what God in reality
has said. This is but too apparent from
their contradictory interpretations, so tena-
cionsly and bitterly advocated.

Tobe Continued.
——
THE POPISIA CHURCH 1IN
ENGLAND.

The Journal des Debals contains the
speech deiivered by Cardinal Pacca at the
Academy of the Romah Cuiholic Religion
at Rome, which may Lo considered as e
kind of Papal manifesto on the state of the
Roman Cathalic religion all over the world,
Speaking of Great Britain and lrelund,
the Cardinal says :—

%1, is with a feeling of pleasure that 1
contemplate what is passing in another
country, with regard to tho Catholie
Church, where it once suffered the greatest
persecution.  Now, by a marvellous
change, we see raised to the honour of God
(resi temples and magnificont cathedrals
we see them construct convents and mons
asteries for the rehigious of buth sexes, and
a generous hospitaliy is offered to priests
of othier nations, whom persecution has
driven from their own country. It mast
be clearly scen that 1 speak of Eug.
jand:  These facisare highly coasolatory.
ft must not, however, be thought, as some
over-sanguine people are apt 1o do, what
is called the Anglican scct is abopt g3~
piring.

It is trun that §t every day loses, from
numbers eptightencd by Divine grace. loavs
ing it, und returning into the bosom of their
mother the Cutholic Church, which has
acver ceased 10 love them lendclly. The
Anglican Church is liowever, builtioft ﬁm
foundativns—the power of the anstocracv
and the opulence of the clergy. s

“England thus offers vs_eopsolation j»

the midst of the gicfs of tha nyrﬂz As
long us it is perinitted 10 1ho great rdg of
thes conntry to distribute-te-theic. beathren,
their childivn, thrirnephews, thie opulent
revenues, of the' (' ‘harch, thelrica?l b. 80
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