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TUE IMPORTANT ADVANTAGES DETAILED
OF THE PROTESTANT RLFORMATION,
What has the Christian world gained

by the boasted Protestant Reformatic 1 ?
The first gain looked for in it was fiee-
dom from all vowed religivus  restraint,
and a fiving lor its earliest Aposiles, with
their wives and families. They had to
preach down the old clergy to make way
tor themselves ; and in this bold attempt
they were encouraged wnd supported by
the great and wealthy owners of' cstates
in lhe vicinity ol the Monasteries and
religious establishments 5 the lands and’
propenty ot which they made sure of’
guining,
in cifecting their abelition.  These were
the first gains contemplated, and finally
seeured by the early reformers and ther
chief abettors.

But-in arder to get, and be able to heep
them when gotten, it was necessary 10
hold out in the new system of beliel, rome
prospuct of gain to the communy also;
some powerful lures 1o aitract the people;
for, no fluck, ne flecce.

The grand returming lure held out to
these, was the privilege granted 0 every
one of thinking and acting as he pleased.
Allspiritual jurisciction and subordination
were at once proscribed.  Lach was now
to be his own <ole master, free to deter-
mine by ks een private jucgment, what
he should believe, and what he should do,
in order.to be swved.  None henceforth
were to Le reputed as babes, requiring
merely the miik of insiroeton, AR were
suddenly grown up ino the perfect waca.
No foed was 100 stroniz tor whare ersung
appetites; no aubstance too hard for thew
pouerful digestion,

Gross as tlis illuslon was, 1t peadily
took with the we k and sam; and was
huiled, us an excusing and pI. usibic pica
by the sl sinnee and the religious
sceptics  Forsuch, izndeed (ot il swall
est pestion of our 1ace;, the iunpting
lare was wi-ttully intended ; aud, ke the
devil’s gpeech to Eve, it won them over
by she flattering assurance that they should
ell hencdforth ** become as Gods, know-
ing both good and evil.”  Gen. &,

Yet, how evident the inconsisiency of jing to the drcision and dictates of 2herr

the Protestant Reforners; and how un-
accountable the bl:aducss of their follow-
ers! They promistd the people o coms
plete disfrauchcment from ail insiructise
autbonity on earth; tclhing every one to
take the edle; and, rejecung an hunan
isterpretation of a, except Ais own, (o
mudel upun Lrat alone hus vousie fuih
aad practice.

Now, without asking why one, so con-
tzary 10 the usuai rule of prudence, shouid
rely more upon his own private opmion,
than on that of all the worid beswdes § for
w do so0, were the very catreme of tdivtic

presumption ; though the inculeation of
such an absurdity was indispensable, in
order to induco the people, so directly
against the Saviour's command, nolou v
¢ 10 hear his Church?—Mat. 18, vii—
or attend to the mstructions of her lawful
pastors: Luke 10, xvi. Without prosss
ing upon them this unanswerable query :
I shall only beg to know with what cons
sistency, aflter thus constituting every ote
the sole judge and regulutor of his own
faith and morals; could or can our Pro-
testant Reformers stll offer themselves to
the prople as their spirtual guides and
teachers ?  They had assuved the people
that the Bible alone, and as understood
by sach, was e all and sole sufficing
rule of ‘aith 1w the Christion believer,
What need then is there of their farther

humiliating duties preacribod to our sinful
but redesmed race, during their short time
of trinl and probation here, by tho suffer-
ing Deity incarnate, our propitiatory vic-
dm, It was with the proffur of this rn-
hallowed and antischristian indepervence
upon the instructive authority established
by the Saviour, that our Protestant Re-
formers have gained, and still hold, their
baleful sway over so great a portion of
the deluded public ; who naturally shrink
from the investigation and acknowledge-
ment of truths and precepts 3 the obser
vance of which would trouble the smoo'h
current of their temporal eajoyments;
would * beat down cvery height that ex-
alterh itselCagamnst the knowledge of God
an 1 bring into captivity every understand-
ina in obedience 1o Christ.”* 2 Cor, 10, v.

should the new doctrines suceeerld

mstructive tnterference 2 Or, i there 1s

jsull need of such; why were we told byl

“them the contrary 5 and thus made to ree |
‘ject the inst:uction of the whole Christian

yChurch, as being mercly hwman, and;
.therefore inadnussible 7 Was 1t only to!
hasve fwisted upon us, though human also,
and far more wadmi-sible, the whims and
dreams of every strollng teacher, and
upstart, untauzht and self-commiszioned '
dogmatiser?  And yet, how strangely un-
accountable ! An absurdiy so grosly
palpable 3 wn inconsistency so obvious.
and glaring; could Intherto pass unnotie-
cd even by the sensible Protestant public!
And still more unaccountable how sueh
an evidently scif-contradicting  principle
could have so long pievinled, and won
over so many [rom the sure and unerring
cuidance of the Churchiof Christ!  Buy,
there is no cifect withour a came. Lot
us Juuh at hitde neaser then to the use of
the prople’s fund attachment i¢ w0 open a
delusion.

As we said at first, it was the wish for
freedom from the Savipur’s yoke, and
the greed of gain; the Jove of luere and
ol worlaly acquircmenis, o1 the expese
of the ancent Clergy wnd Religious;
which prompted the fizst Retormers, avu
their powerfal abetturs, to oppese ail ery
down the hitherto uneversally acknes.-
tedged nstructive avthority ol the Catholie
Chureh,  The tait teld out Ly these ta
the simpie §20ple was not so |:u‘glb.e und
substantial as thet by wieeh iy them-
selves had been caught Ly the master
tempter. It was mere an ageary than
a real guin, 1t wes, as 1 also obrerved,
togetier with the Didle, a~ 2 blind ; or as
.2 b cast out 1o the whaie ; the unresist
;ed herty to every one to live and behieve
jas he pleased 5 the inherent right allowed
g!n all and cach. o thmk and act acenrds

roica private judgments. It was loosing
jthe proud human intellect from s en-
joined assent to mysteries inexplicable ;
ond leaving it to reason to decude upon
them, according to its owa vain and vei.-
atile conjecture®. It was subjecung thus
the whole revelation of God 10 the private
judgment and determination ef every man,
woman or child, amoug their blind and
infatunted tollowers. It was Lreaking at
once from off their necks the yoke of
Chinist, so galling felt by the siaer, the
worldling, and the unbeliever. It was
freeing them from all the paiaful and

“themselves

“Phis much in a worldly and sinful
sense have Protestants gained by their
vainly boasted reformation; let us sec
next what therr gams are m a purcly
spiritual and christian seuse. [ fear,
however, in this sense, their gains have
turned but to their-loss § and must cvi-
dently appear fiom the following obser-
vatiunis,

Their teachers are those alone who re-
tain the substantial guin.  The *¢ loaves
and fishes” still form their exclusive per-
quisite and portion ; for which they give
once a week to their hearers a pititul puii
for all therr payments. Could they well
give less 2 Or was it possible to haval®
contiived, at less cost and tiouble to
themselves, u choicer mode of quartering
and heir families upon the
cnmnmnity ?

In ozder to lessen their task, they have
struck .7 from the Christian calendar not
“only all the festival days in honour of tl e

| Saiats 3 1l display of whose vistues ex-

cites us o na imitatton of thewr savetity ;
Lut n'so those commew.orative of the chiefl
mysteries of our redewiption; as if from
a wish, il possible, to bury them in utior
oblivion. s this, | would ask, any sprri-
tual gain :xﬁ'ordcd to the Christian be.

licver!  ‘They have braken off all “com.
murion with the Saims,” which every
Chiristina professes in the Apostles? creed.
They will hiave nothing to do with * the
evil ames ? They have strove 1o break
down *the seven pillars of wisdom’s

 house,” (Prov. 9, i.) by denying all bur
: two, the seven Sacraments of the

Saviour’s
church ; and declaring of the two, which
for mere appearance they nflect to retain,
ihe one wnnceessary, and therefore uses
less; the other @ mere empty sign, and
therefore graceless.

They thus induco their hearers to neg-
lect recerving themselves or applying to
their hapless offspring the baptismal vite,
declared by the Suviour, and held at all
times by the Christinn church as indis-
pensably nccessary for salvation.

They deprive thewr followers of the
prom.sed paraclete, by annulling the inzus
tution, by which he is received.

They have excluded the Saviour from
theic assemblics, by abolishing his sacri-
fico and sacrament, ir which he is ren-
dered present in the midst of those who
are ** gathered together in his nume,”
(Mazt. 18, x3.) but ia no other name
whatever.

. Bt - .

They have closed aguinst dheir people
the door of mercy, which the Saviour had
opened in g sucramen of penance to
repenting stners, aod shut them ont from
the ucediul anstruction afforded them
thence 3 and that healing ndvice which 18
best adapted to their spiritual ailments.

Aud to sparo themselves the risk and
trouble ol vistung the sick 3 thoy have
suppressed tho uneleninble scriptural and
apostolic rites of the “anvinting with
vil in the name of the Lord ** (James 5},
which enforces the Puswor’s personal ats
tendance on the dying s vad to which so
sure a promise ol salvation 1s annexed,

Bemg allof thew but sell-commissioned,
and self-inspired, they ewmnot claim, and
therefore must deny the lawiul Priest-
hood’s generating  sucrament of  Jely
Ordcrs-

Nor have they leli 1o the married faiths
ful the Saviour’s m<ituted mediwm of
needful grace 3 by wlnch is sanctilied and
blessed the geaeral ~iate o mankind,

In all this, 1 would a<k again, what
spiritual advantage is aflorded to the
Christian believer ?

They have taught «heir peaple to abhor
“all things sancuficd by peaver and the
word of God (1 Tim. -1, v.) and conse-
erited to religious purposes,

Likenesses of the Saviour and his
Saints : and everv exte nal sign, or sen-

sihie memorial of han or them, are ac-
counted by such o acievous eve-sore;
and held out to theie flocks as objects
meriting theie utmost abhoerence ond de
te:tation.  The Cross, above all things,
they cannot bear to Inol ut, It seems as
adious an object to them, as it must be to
him who was conquered by it with whom
in this, and all the red, they appear to
have a common :smpathy.  The statues,
st and picwres, o e worldly great,
they keep and cherish; and introduce
even into their places of worship, as into
Paud’s Catisedral sl Wesiminsier
Abbry in London, How dear to them
ame alo the poriraits s yelies of their
deceesed or abseat relatios s and (riends !
But the relies @) resemblances of our
heaveniy Iriends, the Bawis, they cast
fiom them with horror @ and every thing
exhibted reminding us of the incarnate
God, our dear R deemer:  whom, vot-
withstandiag. they preterd to warship,

They reluse &l honour to his most
ble sed mather; the we man destined from
the leginning **to crush the Serpent’s
head ;” and to repair in fine the fault of
tve. Tt serrs their delight to traduce
upon all eccasines ; and, il possible, vilify
in human estination that pusest of crea-
tures, and the wost hohoured by the
deity ; by dasing o compare her, saluted
by an archangel *+tho most blessed of
womankind,” with even the most common
and waorthless ol her sex.  Whence all
ihis dislike and antipathy borne towards-
her, il not from the o iginul tewnplar,
whose hanghty head she was bid 1o erush,

No wender, then, that they should rad
agaiust virginity; her peculiar wnd trans-
cendent virtue ; the one so particularly
recommended by the Apostle Saint Paul
—1 Cor. 7. xxxiv—a virtue so lauded by
all the Holy Fathers; and practissd inall




