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MISCELLA'NEOUS CONTrRIB3UIONS.

(Under this hiead w'c -roui) together sev- ster*s masterly exposition of his views as
cral contributions, whlici Cali be gilven iii to the proper inethods of teaching the
this way more appropriately than as regular mnost important branchîes of our Public'
contributions.) Sehool programme, and you w'ere, no

HIGHVS.PUBLC SUQOL. CMMUNCA-doubt, fülly convinced of the truth of a
* .staterrent whichhle made rpeatedfly anc&

To M/e Edi/or t'ýf t/te Ontarjio Tece% branches, English Granimar and Arith- .

I have read with iinuch interest the ar- metie especially, the founidation ivas by far
ticle in the October _Mo. of the TEACHERi,, the miost important part of the wvorkf.; that
entitled "I-Iighl Sehools vs. Public Schools," iflthroughi the carelessness or incompetence

an Isahb gadi yuca fn ro frof his inistructor, a pupil, wvhen first intro:

a fewV remarks on one aspect of the ques- duced to the study' of these subjects, wa.s
tion, whicli seemis somiewhat to have es- ilot thiorougyhly grounded in correct I)rinci--
caped your notice, pies and rnethods.. it wvas scatrcely withjù

It is, no doubt, lamientably true that, the l)otund:-; of possibility that, in his future.
soli-e ')f tie H-ighi Schoculs, are to a great educational career, the mnischief done c6;uld
exteznt failingy to acconipI)ish the wvork they be altog-ether repaired, iowve*r great i
ar e intended to perforrni. I adm-it at once own diligence, or his teaýchiers zeal xnd,
the truth of the statemnents in the report of abilltv.
the Iligh Sehool inspectors, whiichi you tNo%, whio are the pupils whose deplor-

(luote in your article, and on which youi re- able ignorance of the elements of English'
miark, "«These quotations show that, as far Gramm'n-ar, and the fiiidantiientril p)rincip'les
as the attainments of pupils in the English jof Arithînletic is so ruthlsly e posed by*
branches are concerned, there is deficiency the Inspector? Are they boys and girlý
callingr Ioudly for energetic action on the w~ho have grown up froni early childhood-

part of th-ose controlling our High Schools." in the. High Schools, wvhose infaint stepsý.
Let us endeavor, if possible, to discover hav e been guided in the paths of know*

the cause of this sad state of affairs, and ledge hy-tfiýe High School miasters, and f ôf
place the rcsponsibility wvhere it juistly bc- jwhosè intelligence and atcquire'i'lent-s they
longs. You* have, doubtless, observed that are, therefore, alone responsib.e'? These'
in tile extracts wvhich yoti niake fronii Mr. pupils, with scarcely an except7i ba, àre froxii
MNcLelIan's reports, in the mi-jority of the- highest classes of our public Schiools'
schools nientioned , attention~is directed to. Although the programme prescribed for eh-,
th&'miserable deficiency that characterizes trance to Hiigh Schools is that of the fourthii
the pupils lately adinitted. X'ou wvill 1)e-ar class of our Public Schools, there are very .

in iiiid that the question, whether or not few.V schools, noue -%vith ivliiéh 1 arn a
these have been properly adirgted, lias. quainted, iii which the pupils are exam-
nothmng to do %%ith mte prescrnt argument. ined for admission until they have gone
You ha«,ve, I believe, listened to Dr. Sang- tjhrough, at least, the wvork of the fifth
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