GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND.

i/ Y

By Bro William Hilson Pigott, P. M. of
- the Prince of Wales Lodge, No. 1858,
- Bydney, New South Wales, against the rul-
ing of the District Grand Master of New
South Wutles, that & motion proposed by
the szid Bro. W. H. Pigott for disoussion at
the Digtrict Grand Lodge was irregular,
and could not be considered thereat.

Bro. F. A, Philbrick, Q.0.,- G.
Registrar, in laying the appeal before
Grand Lodge, said the motion whioch
the District Grand Master of New
South Wales raled to be out of order
was & somewhat lengthened one. It
would be iu the racollection of Grand
Lodge that in the district of New
South Wales thers weére many lodges
which owed sallegiance o and held
under the Grand Lodge of England.
There were other lodges which were
held under other jurisdictions. But
& body had been established, or had
established itself, within the District
of New Soath Wales which styled it-
golf the Grand Lodge of New South
Wales. In 1881 Grand Lodge of
Englend declined to recognise that
body as a lawfully constituted Ma-
sonic Body on the ground that it was
irregularly constituted. The motion
of which the brother appealing desir-
ed to give notice was, ‘That in the
opinion of this Diatrict Grand Lodge
it would be for the good of Freema-
gonry in general and fo this Colony
in particular that a Grand Lodge
should exist in this Colony, that ths
above opimion be immediately for-
warded to the Grand Lodge of Eng-
Iand, with an intimation that this
Distriet Grand Lodge, having the
prosperity of the Craft at heart, and
being anxivus to exert its best en-
deavors to promote the general prin-
ciples- of the art and the good thereof,
respeotfully prays for the permission
of the Grand Lodge of ¥ingland to
hold & conforence with the hody call-
ing itself the Grand Ligdge of New
South ‘Wales, with the objedt of agree-

ing ond uniting with the seid bodyin
the formation of & Grand Lodgo of

New Somth Wales, and to negotiate
and agres with the said body upon all

formation of the said Grand Lodge.”
The nofica of motion was probably
given becaunse the District Grand
Master had interfered with, 2nd pre-
vented the discussion lin Districk
Grand Lodge of another motion, of
whioh notice was given, to the effech
that the time had arrived when, in the
interest of Freemasonry in the colony
of New South Wales there should ba
a union in Grand Lodge of New
South Wales of all persons who had
been initiated in any Masonic Lodge
under ‘any Constitution, and that
there should be & committee of officera
and representatives of Grand Lodges
of Fingland, Sootland, and Ireland
upon the matter. The District Grand
Master interfered, no doubf, on the
grouund that it was not competent for
a Distriot Grand Lodge, which deriv-
ed its authority from the warrant
conferred upon him by the Grand
Magter, to discuss a motion of that
nature. The brother thereupon with-
drew his first notice, and gave the
gecond, which the District Grand
Master forbade the discussion of, and
the present appeal was brought. If
must he eovident o any brother
who had followed him in reading
these motions that the second notice
practicelly brought before the Dis-
trict Grand Lodge the discussion
of the same matters as were involved
in the first, aad, it was quite clear that
no District or Provincial Grand Lodge
could possibly disouss or enfertain &
propogition of the nature referrec to

.in the resolution, notice of which Bro.

Pigott gave.  The high authority of
a Distriot Grand Lodge was deriva-
tive. Recognizing. other Masonic
bodies was & matter on which the
Grand Lodge of England acted for
itgelf, with a knowledge of the respon-
sibility which i$ bore in taking action,
and with & fall senge of the weight
which that aotion imperilled. It wes
an authority which Grand Lodge
would not delogate to any other body,
and more particularly-when, &s in the
present 289, it had declined to recog-
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