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jeced to the tender merdies of the
IHoly Office."> Hè 'vas accordingly

seized, a few niglits afterwards, in a
coffee-house ; the publie pretence of the
arrest being that he was privy to the
st>ealing of a diamond, of which they
had falsely accused ar&otherjeweler, the
friend and Warden of Coustos, whomi
also they*had a short time previously
arrested.

Coustos was then carried to the
prison of the Inquisition, and af ter hav-
ing beon searched, and doprived of ail
his money, papers and other things ho
hadabout hlm, lie ivas led to a Ionely
dungeon, in which ho ivas immured,
being expressly forbidden to speak
aloud or knoek against the walls; but
if hoe requirod anything, to beat with a
padlock that hune on the outer door,
and which hoe could reach by thrusting
his arm througyh the iron gate.

"v ivas there," says ie, "that,
struck *,with the hiorrors of a place of
whieh I had heard and read such bale-
fui descriptions, I plunged at once into
the blackest melancholy, especially
when I reflocted on the dire conse-,
quences with which my confinemint
might very pos9sibly be attended."

On the next day, lie %vas led, bare-
hecaded before the President and four
Inquisitors, who, after having mnade
him reply on oath to several questions
respecting his naie, his parontage, his
place of birth, his religion, and the
time he had resided in Lisbon, exhort-
ed hlm to make a full confession of ail
the crimes hie had ever committed in
the whole course of bis lif'e; but as lie
refused to make any sucli confession,
declaring, that from his infancy lie hýd
been tauglit to, confess flot to man, but
to God, lie was again remanded to bis
dungeon.

Three days afcer, hie was again
hrought before the Inquisitors, and the
evunination renewvoô. This was the
ljrst occasion on w'hich the subject of
Freemasonry was introducod, and there
Coustos for the first timo learned that
hoe bad been arrested and imprisoned
solely on account of hisconnoction with
the forbidden Institution.

The resuit of this conference, was,
that Coustos was conveyed to a deeper
dungeon, and kept there in close con-
finement for several weeks, during
which period hie wvas taken thre times
before the Inquisitors. In the first of
those examinations, they again intro-
ducod the subject of' Froemasonry, and
declared that if the Institution was as
virtuous as their prisoner contended
that it was, thore was no occasion for
concealin'g se industriously the secrets
of it.. Coustos did not reply to this
objection to the Inquisitorial satisfac-
tion', and lie was renciandod back to,
his dungeon, whiere a few days aftor,
lie fell sick. After his rocovory, ho
was again, taken before the Inquisitors,
who asked hlm sevoral new questions
with regard to the tenets of Freemnas-
onry ; among others, whether ho, since
his abode ln Lishon, bad receivEd apiy
Portuguese into the Society. - He re-
plied that ho had not..

When hoe was noxt -brouglit before
thein, Ilthey insisted," ho says, Ilupon
my letting them, into the secrets of
Froemasonry ; threatening me, in case
I did not comply.» But Coustos
firmly and fearlessly refused to violate
lis obligations.

After severai other interviews, ln
which the effort was unavailingly made
to extort fri himi a renunciation of
Freemasonry, lie was subjected to the
torture of which hie gYives the followlng
account:

III was conveyed te the torture room,
bult in the forai of a square tower,,
where no light appeared, but what two
candies gave ; and to, prevent the dread-
fui cries and shocki'ng groans of the un-
happy victims f rom reaching the ears
of the other priseners, the doors are
lined with a sort of qult.

. lThe reader wvill naturally suppose
that I must be seized with horror, when,
ab my entering this infernal place, 1
saw myseif, on a sudden, surrounded
by six wretches, who, after preparing
the tortures, stripped me naked (aIl to
linon drawers>, when, laying me on my
back, they began to lay hold of every
part of niy body. First, they put
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