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CHILDREN’S TOYS AND
GAMES.

A toy is a plaything; a plaything is
a thing to play with; that at all
events is the childrens' definitjon and
it 18 one whose antiquity commands
our respect. It has good argument
too: it all work and no play makes
Jack a dull boy. Juck must sometimes
be allowed to play; and if he blays
he must have some plaything, and the
plaything must be to play with, for
it they are to work with, Jack is at
work and not at play. A toy oughbt
not to be a teaching-trap; under that
aspect 1t is altogether reprehensible, it
s an impostor, a creature which
shrinks into discredit uvuder a ficticious
guise and with crafty desigus; it Is
misleading, it upsets Jack’s honest feel-
ing in distinguishing between work and
play ; it is baretu), it sophisticates play
und deludes work; it I8 a bore. The
amusements of all grown up people are
unexhilirating exough, but at all events
we do not undergo them with an ar-
our minds im-

duous sensce of having
proved and taking in instructive infor
mation.

There may be u good deaul ot blauk
spact stil' in our heads where the in-
structive information should be—we
may admit that in our humility—but
offer us a nice game of political econ-
omy, questionand-answer cards, in-
steac of our meaningless rubber of
whist, or devise making our cotillon
or our germun educationally valuable
by our assuming cach some historic
characters for others to guess, and our
offering chronological remarks in kecp-
ing as we whirl and change partners,
and se¢e with what gratification we
shall hafl the pew recreation. Or let
any admirer of scientific teachlag-iraps
try preseating the lady he delights to
please with a ball-room bouquet, hap-
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plly arranged to impress on the mind
the dlfference bietween dimidiste aud
tetrathecal anthervs, or sending his
father in the vountry a barrel of oyster
shells with each pair of valves contain
ing, insteud of the customary inmate,
an {ngenious surp.8e calculated to il
lustrate chemicul affinitics.

All the teuchtng-trul;s, all the frauds
upon children, whether in the shape ot
playthings or games, have one quality
in common: they do not teach what
they aim at. How should they ? It
an illustration be never so happy, it
fllustrates nothing to those who mark
only the {llustrocioa indiiferent to the
thing it mears. Thus it is the fate o
mpny & careful allegory and many
tule of waraing to please, indeed, per-
haps to be read and re-read & score ot
times almost as If it were no more
purposeful than Jack and the Bean
Stalk, and to have impressed no sirgle
lesson lurking within it. One might
deducs many an instance to show that
this wholesome capacity of assiwniiut-
ing the jom without the rhubarb dous
not belong to calldren only; bue it
would still remain sure that the gift
is especially a childrens’ gift. Children
always skip the moral ; they skip it
evea if it is as the moralist fondly
hopes:  Inextricably misxed into the
acceptable parts of the story. They
draw out the sweet and leave the bitter
unstirred as infuliibly as the busy bec
herself, And they exercise the same fic-
ulty ou their amusements and toys.
For instance, the garden squirt would
iHustrate in & nice fumiljer way a good
deal of educational intelligence by the
suction, such as « teacher, who believes
in the new favo.ite doctrine that what
the man may riost uselully know is
what the child should be learnfng,
would wish to :)sc no time in com-
municating to hit infant puplls: and
u bright boy of sound health, with no
premature or abnormal specfality ot
genius, will aceept the intelligence as
one fact and the squirt as another, and
putting &side the intelligence as one
fact, and squirt as another, and put-
ting aside the intelligence e+ for the
present Irrelevant an dwill be convineed
ol the extreme suitabllity of the ap-
paratus for watering his wother’s rose
tree and hils lttle sister.
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The {llustration will become intereat-
ing as an lilustration only when, with :
riper faculties he has learnt an interest
in the subject ,not depending an the
fllustration ,and which can dfepense
with it. It is the same with the games
that should teuch chronology and geo-
graphy and other assortimests of names
anu ‘numbers, hard to learn and ecasy
to forget ; the children who kn~w the
fucte win the games aud are merry;
the ~huidren who tbhink Penetanguis-
hene might as weil be situated in Prince
Edwards Island as anywhere clse, and
that there is no great diffcrence as to a
century or two here and there when
you are dealing with the lives of peonle
whe lved too long ago to have been
real, give the wrong auswer<cards and
don't think the games trst-rute any-
way. There are no other permanent
results.
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Wives of Famouvs Men.

Racine was sv disgusted with the fallure
uf one of 1is plays that he determined
to become a mork. His confessor persuas
ded him to takX’ a wife instead. He dle
80 and never rfe,retted it.

Teu, dyspepsia and a scolding wife made
Hazlitt's life a burden.

Nero kicked his wife, Poppaes, to death.

‘Tho domestic relations o! both Thack-
eray and Dickens were unhappy.

Fielding, the novelist, married his icaid-
servant and was miserable.

Lessing married s widow with four
children and made them a good steptather.

Moliere, at the age of 40, married an
actress of 17 and soon separated from her.

Steele was happy in both marriages, and
pays high complimen‘s to cach wife.

Goethe married an estimate “ frau ** who
wade him quite content witn his home.

The married life of the fumous Palestring
was long and unsullicd by domestic clouds.

Milton's wives gave him 50 much trouble
that he wrote a treatise advocating di-
vorce.

Verdi married young, wioning & charm-
ing Italian girl, who raade his homo ideally
perfect. .

Van Dyke married o lady for her money,
and was disappointed on finding she had
uone, .-

The married lifc of Lord Nelson "
mado miserable by his iafatuation for]E
Hamilton.

Dr. Sir Hugh Smithson marrfed a Percy
helress for love and beecame Duko of North-
umberland.

Alexander and Julius Caesar were both
uccustomed to whip their wives on the
slightest provocation. .

Leigh Hunt was happy in his marriago,
though bis wife was no cook and a very

poor housekeeper.



