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Our Scotch Letter—North,
PURE STOUK-BREEDING IN SCOULAND.

In this letter I will glance at the result and some of
the notable features of the spring sales of breeling
stock, which have just been concluded. They have
been held at a time of great agricnitural depression,
which is driving not a few of the landed propriztors
away from this countrv to live or th: continznt, so
keenly is it felt. Farmers, of course, were the farst,
as they have been the worst suffzrer. 3 and with them,
too, money is getting very scarce.  Reduced prices
for agricultural produce, bad seasyns and deficient
crops have contribated to bring aboat a state of mat-
ters which threaten to bring ruin on all coucerned. It
was natural in the face®of suzh a conlition of things
that the course of the spring sales of breeding stock this
year was watched with more than ordinary interest
and with great misgiving on the part of exposers, who
feared the worst.  The two great ceitres for these
sales are Aberdeen and DPerth, the latter being more
convenient for purchasers, but Aberdeen having the
advantage of being the chief towa in one of the most
noted breeding centres in Scotland.  Besudes these
there are other sales held 1n Morayshire awl Inver-
ness-shire, while a few owarrs still dispose of ther
stock at home.

I find that the number uf pure bred cattle Lrought
under the hammer during the theee first months of
the ycar, from Perth no-thward, has been not less than
929, realizing a total sum of £24,308 35. 6d. These
figures include 330 Shorthurns at £13,464 135 od.,
and 369 Polled Abendeen-Angus at £10,843 105 61.,
which gives an average per head of over £23 8s.,
and to the potled cattle of rather over £27. Two dis
persivn sales swelled the price fur the polled stoch,
which otherwise would not have appeared sv favora-
ble when compused with the average for Shorthorns.
B:fure noticing in som_ d:tail one or two of the sales
I may here meation that lost year 773 polled cattle
were sold 1n 1he north of Scotland at an average of
£36 12s. 11d., and 762 Shorthorns at an average of
£27 175 9d.  In 1882, 341 head of polled cattle re
alized an average of £62 18s. 6d., and in 1883, 242
head made £48 8s., 55 that there has been a some-
what sharp dechae in the value of this breed of cattle,
fullowing, I suppuse the withirawal, at least tempuor-
anly, of American customers.

Mr. Duathie’'s annual sale at Collynie, which was
the first of th. seasom, bega.. well the spring work,
bul the stuck were excellent, the bulls, which were
by such well-knowan sires as Eaclof March, Cavhurst,
Shapingshay, Ventriloyuist, and Field Marshal, being
exceptivnally suung, and likely tv muhe excellent
stock -getters, which in these tunes are wuch needed
to h.lp v pay the rents. Sittyton blood, it will be
seen, largely pre lom nates among the sires, and tacir
calves were well worihy the reputauon of the parent
stock.  For 2t Lalls Mr. Duthie got the handsomse
average of £37 7s. 01., the high:st prnice baing 66
guineas, which was pad by a local breeder for a very
masstve, thich, well blucked ruan got by the pnize
bull Field Marshal, aal out of a daughter of the
famor > wh.te Lull Lord Liwin. A handsume red calf
named Heir Apparent, wa, purchised for (he lon.
Mr. Cochrans, Canada, for 50 guineas.  The yvung
bulls which were uffered at the first joint sale of Short-
horns, held at Ab:rdeen va the 12th ot February,
were stroager than usual, the younge: stuck beiag re-
tained fur a supplementary sale, which ook place in
the following month. U{ the animals catalogued the
great majority, 103, were bull caives, there being only
36 females.  Puices were not high all round, and the
demand was not very steady, but for some of the

stronger lots the returns were fairly remunerative, the ’ first-class race of cattle than mere size. Let all the
average for g7 bulls sold bewng £-5 13s. 3d.  In the I points be combined as far as practicable, but I would
following week a joint sale of pollca cattle was held at ! say, let quality and charaster rule, rather than size.
Aberdeen, and the bulls offered were wmore select than ' The sales that have just been coacludel are, on the
usual, which cannot be said for those shoan at the . whole, regarded as being, considering the scarcity of
supplementary sale.  The demand secemed to runon  money that exists and the dullness of the times, faiely
big long beasts—on the rather roughish lcts than for | satisfactory.
those (‘hstmguishcd, more by quality and wype than: Absrdeen, 6th April, 188s.
mere size.  For 68 bulls the average was £26 §s. 9d. ! ) _
At bath the preceding sales Mr. Hill, $t. Paul, Min- |
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nesota, was one of the principal purchasers.  On the' Breeding Light Horses in Canada.
4th of March a very important sale of young bulls was!

Perth. tl | entryof mal 1 femles of There is no country in the world better adapted for
y 2 (ot s 4 miles X . X

heldat Pecth, E" totai entry of milzs .1“‘, cmules of, breeding horses than Canada, especially the wastern
both breeds being no less than 345, whichis one of the

o he 1 o ‘ e portion of Ontario, where the blue grass is a native
fargest if not the largest entry ever seen a :\n¥ sale n, plant, and the soil of a richlimestone formationlike that
Scotland. The cream of the lots was furnished by -

of Kentucky. The only advantage that Kentucky has
northarn breeders from Inveraess, Moray and Aber- y Y & ¥

, over us is, that we require warmer stables and have to

deen. Lorl Lovat, Beaufort Castle, carnied first! feed longer in winter.

prizes for bulls, with a pair of very strong, big, mis- In the number of the JOURNAL for March, page 58,
Stve )':‘“l"‘.g" which at the sale made 105 ‘gum\cas the editor remarks, * The breeding of hight horses is
anl 130 gu'neas respectively, _”“’ purchaser being Mr. " 4 0001 receive a new impetus in England, where the
.\lcl‘cnrfan, Buenos Ayres. blro'ng, heavy bulls made b oo or such are at the present time being wrged to
good prizes, but the rmaller animals, although per- i;crense the supply. In this country we conclude that
h_“PS of nicer q\lahty.‘ were 'ml'l‘)' instaices cheap. | 1o much of this has beendone.  We do not mean to
']' he average for 156 5h°“h°‘"‘ bullswas £26 “:’ 10d. ; 1y that too many good carriage and road horses have
Several very good Dts of patled bulls were sold at the i .. produced in this country, but that too many mou-

H < > L ine . . .
same time, but as 1 ruls the ** blackskio WErC * arels, ton light fur the farm, and too slovenly for the
carniage, have been bred.”

poorly represented : indeed a iarge prorortion of!
them should have bzen steered and turmed into the, N, the facts are these : England has been the
feeders” stall.  Ths average for 83 bulls was only i home of the thoroughbred horse for two centuries,
£21 t1s. The to.al proceeds of the sale amoanted ' ynore of them (light horses) being reared there than of
to £61,978 3». 6d. 1 all other classes put together ; and while during that

On the 24th of March 1 was present at the disper- | hole period she has been trying to make road-horses
sion of the Earl of Southesk's herd of Po'led Aber ' ., of thoroughbreds, she has failed. She now recog-
mizes that fact, and has theref.re formed an associa-

Quibay,

deen-Angus cattle, but the event was of such unique '

importance that 1 will reserve my notice of it till rext | tion for breeding and encouraging the road-horse.
month. | So, t0o, have the Russians  Both countries have pur-
What to m: s2emed the most remarkable thing in | chaszd stoch from the Americans.
connection with th2 opening sales this year was the, The time was in Canada when roads were rough
©  that buyers did not uay so mu.h attentioa *> | and whea people all wore homespun dress, that any
and breedin ; as they used to do, but weat in | nag would answer for a roal and drive horse ; but
mor. for animals uf a large, heavier, and, I may say, ) now there are but few farmers and business men who
ccarser type.  This latler sort of bulls are probably, , can not afford a good driver, as the custom here is to
in most cases, wanted for crossing purposes. The|dnve, not ride. The highstrung thoroughbred does
struggle now amongst farmers is to get th:i. young | not answer the purpose, though he may look as though
stock ready for the buicher as early as poss.ble, and : he dild. He is not a fast trotter, and people now-a-
they fiad that size in su h cases goes fur a guod deal ;days get out of patience with slow traveling sinc ¢
in the market ; but it would be 2 misfortune n ever | ralway, have come into vogue.
breeders were induced to be less careful than hithertu,  What we want for this purpose is a horse fifteen
of thz character of 1the Lreeding quality of their stuch | hands and upwards, styhsh and speedy. He should
and to strive only fur size in their animals. 1 would | be able to trot 1a three nunutes. Coachers should be
advocate rather combination as far as pos=itie of both, | sixteen hands or over, and trot close to three min-
Lut at unee you luse sight of that neat, compact furm | uies.  Fur these classes of horses there will be ready
of amimal, indica'ing v 1ality, neatuess and breeding, | sale and good prices paid.
your breed, whatever it may be, will degenerate. 1 When the editor says that ** too many mongrels
have heard more grumbling this season, among own | are bred here, he does not remember that outside of
ers of first-class herds than I have ever heard befure, | those mongrels there is nu road-horse werthy of the
that purchasers do not appreciate suality and breed- name. Were not the founders of all our road and car-
in7 so highly as they ought, and this has been 2t nage horses throughout Canada and the United States
more since the inauguration of the joint sales than be- | mongrels of the first water > What was Tippoo Saib ?
fure. Aberdeenslire, thoagh enjoying some advan  What was Royal George, Clear Grit, Grey Eagle,
tages that assist breeders of stock, doss not grow | Black Hawk, Old Pilot, North American, the Mos
young cattle to such a large size as several other parts | cows and Columbuses 2 One and all might be called
of the country, and Aberdeenshire men have to pro | pure-bred mongrels,  These have left names and
vide against a tendency in their cattle to lose size. | records that will never be forgotten.
Bat thus very disadvantage is provably one of thegreat- Aithough the lutle Canadian pacer has been much
est benefits th2y enjoy, for nowhere can cattle be bet- | despised by the ** thoroughbred men,” yet his bloc
ter finished than in Aberdecn, thanks to the cxcellent " streams in the foremost ranks, as is attested by the re
dlass of stock raised within this county.  They are | cords. See Westmont 2.1% ; Maud §. 2.9 ; J. 1. C-
not b g, bat for iaeness of bone anl quality no other | 2105 Maxy Cobb, 2.13% ; Fuller, 2.13} ; Clingstone,.
cattle can excel them. I think it is a pity that our | 2.14% ; Billy R., 2.14){ ; Lorine, 2.14% ; Hopeful,
local buyers do not pay more attention to other points | 2.143¢ ; Lula, 2.15; Smuggler, 2.15; Clemie G,
which are more requisite to the maintenance ol’alz.ls}é; Minnie R., 2.16 ; American Girl, 2.164.




