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@eachers’ Associations,

The pnblizhors of the JOURNAL will be obliged to Inspectors and
Secrotaries of Teachers’ Assoclations if thoy will send for publica-
tion ?rogmmmes of meetings to be held, and brief accounts of
meetings held.

Sovri Hastives  Hell in central sehonl Belleville, 12th and 13th
ult. The president, inspector J. Johuston, ably occupied the chair,
The attendance was very large, aml at times during the sessions several
distinguished visitors from the city and neighiborhood were present, who
were cordially weleomed.  Amonyg them were Reva. D, Mitehell, Shorey,
Burns and Dr. Jagues : alio Messes. T VMills, chairman, board of Eil-
ucation, W. Johnston, Carmichacl, T. Holiden, school trustees, Belle-
ville; Mr. Massey, school tenstee, Siduey, Mr. Matheson, principal of
the deaf and Jdumb institute, with Profes:o s Coleman and Green from
the same establishment. The proceedings were chaacterized through-
ont by the utmost attention and order, as well by the interest taken in
the discnssions —a feature which elicited many extremely instructive
hints, The exercises were enlivened by organ solos performed hy Prof.
Stanistreet ; and songs and recitations by the members.  After op: ning,
the report of Mr. 0. S Hicks, delegate to provincial association was re
ceived, aud Mr (G, W Sine was appninted delegate to neat meeting.
Prof. J. T. Bell gave a brief adilress on the importance of teachers’ con-
ventions as a means of mutnal improvement  Mr. W J MeCammon
illustrated, with aclass from Mis< Simpson’s division, the modern methods
of teaching reading, which he treated in a masterly manner.  Mr. Buarke
followed with a few well-timed remarks  In the afterncon Mr, J L.
Robertson of the Caxana Seroot. Jorus ae gave a heief adidress after
whieh Mr. 0. 8 Hicks, Sidney, took up the suhject of Map Geography
and illustrated his method of teaching 1t He deprecated the plan of
filhng chilidren’s memories with desnltory names easily forgotten, and
urged such drilling on the map that the towns and physical features
thereon would be impressed on the mind through the eye.  As a resuit,
whenever a continent or country was named the map of it would pre-
sent itself to the mental vision and a better knowledgo of locality was
thus sccured. He advocated map drawing and the uee of blank and
outline maps. This very profitable exercisc was well disenssed by
Messrs. Rogers, Black, H. E. Kennedy, M.A.. Robertson, Burke, and
others, Mr. J. Johunston I. P. S. explained the new programme for
public schools giving at the same time some excellent practical hints
for its succe-sful use. Mr 3+ W Sine introduneed the subject of month
ly examinations and veports to pavents, which was well discussed and
resulted in a resolution proposed by Mr. Burke, seconded by Mr. Hicks
anl unanimously carried. to the effect that monthly written examinations
he adopted in the district as helping systematic and uniform promotions
in the public schools.  Second Day. Mr. Wilson showed some simple
plans of clearing away difficulties in arithmetic experienced by junior
pupils. His plans were combated by Miss Urquhart and Measrs. Nar-
raway and Black. Mr H T Kennedy, M A, propaged that the next
convention he held in Trenton, seconded by Mr. Rogers. Mr. Sims,
seconded by Mr. Sine, maved an amendment in favor of Belleville. The
amendment was carried by a small majovity. Mr, Johnston T. P. 8.
bronght under the notice of the members some mistakes in teaching and
discipline he had ahserved in the course of his perindical visits to the
schonls. By his kind advice and critical remarks it is evident many
weak noints will be built nn tothe benefit of both teacher and pupil.
Thic admirable featare of wholesome, practical instruction is worthy of
imitation in other conventinns as it is caleulated to promnte the most
heneficial reanlts in school wark  In the afternoon Dr. Wright, H. M.
Belleville high school, gave an address on ¢ Pupils’ Rights™, in which
he re~recented the pupil as a miniature citizen of a regularly establishe !
muncipality where he shonld learn to govern himeelf and others with
justice and propriety  The teacher is his raler but nnt his taskinaster,
and the government shonld he exercised in 2 maruner tending to ad-
vance the intarnata of hath  The nupil has a right to the teacher’s sym-
pathy and also a right to take part in the teacher’s resnonsibilities. The
address was much appreciated and elicited warm applause.  The com-
mittee on New Readers presented their renort highly commending the
series published hy Messre W J. Gage & C'o., which was adopted ;
and afterwards Mr. Kennedy mover a resolution in favor of the author-
ization of ane series of readers anly, which was seconded by Mr Nar-
raway and carried unanimonsly  Dr. Wri_ht then took up ‘‘Junior
Compasition ”  He sail that young pupils could be got to write about
manv familiar things, and relate simple narratives in their own words,
but if this operatinn were dignified with the name of *Composi ion”’
thev would shrink from attempting it.  Failures were chiefly cansed by
aiming at beautiful laneuage.  Mr. Carmichael, schonl trustee, treated
the members to a splendid recital of a poemn named ‘ VMagdala, ” which
waz well received. Thomas Wills Exq, chairman of the Belleville hoard
of education was mored to the chair and Mr Johnston 1. P. S. gave his
ideas on uniform nramations with a view to the adontion of the system.
On the motion of Mr. Burke, seconded by Mr Rogers the following

committee was appointed to formulate regulations and to arrange for the |

system being put into operation : —Messrs. Burke, McCammon, Hicks,
Sine, Rogers, Emerson and the inspector. A recitation in gesture ex-
pressive of tho story of ** The minister and the hornets”, and another
of «* Christ stilling the tempest " were given by Prof. Green, deaf mute,
of the Belleville deaf and dumb institute, in each of which the remark-
ahle power of exprossion that gesture is capable of was forcibly shown,
Prof. Coleman's dutics as interpoter were scarcely neceded. Votes of
thanks were accorded to tho visitors, who acknowledged the same in
brief addresses ; also to those who took partin the singing and recita-
tions, namely ; Misses A. Harrold, White, Carr, Rogers, Bollard, and
Rohertson, and Messrs, Millburn, Burke, Rogers and Smith.

East Vicroria,.—This association held its last half-yearly meeting at
Lindsay on Friday and Saturday, the 13th and 14th October, the presid-
ent, Mr. J. H. Knight, in the chair. After routine proceedings tho
president gave a practical address, and from time to timo during the
proceedings ho availed himself of opportunities to enforco advice sug-
gested by his own experience as teacher and inspector. At great ex-
penditure of labor and ingenuity he had prepared a series of maps to
lusteate the railway system of Ontario, and in o brief prelection he
went over that system in detail, giving a clear exposition of traffic
rontes and geographical relations.  Mr. Elliott, of Omemee, gave tho
convention his idea of the best method of teaching history.  Mr. S.
Armour read a thoughtful paper on *“‘School Government” which elicited
a brief but interesting disenssion.  The latter turned ‘chicfly on the ex-
pediency of resorting to corporal punishment, and availing himseclf of
what was said by members of the convention the Rev. Dr. Vincent of
Chautauqua famne, who was at this juncture introduced to the meeting,
delivered a stivring address on the influence of the teacher as a moulder
of character. Part of Saturday was taken up with a discussion of spell-
ing reform which was advocated in a brief address by Mr. Houston M. A.
of Toronto. The question of school readers was discussed at some length
and a resolution was unanimously,adopted approving of the ¢ Canadian
Readers ™ published by W. J. Gage & Co. as greatly superior to those
now in use and recommending their introduction. As the result of a
discussion about the best method of expending tho surplus funds of the
association for tho benefit of the members, it was unanimously resolved
to take the CANADA ScHoOL JOURNAL, one copy for each member. The
cevening lecture expected from T. Kirkland M,A. was dispensed with on
account of the public lecture by the Rev. Dr. Vincent the same ovening.

Duruaym.—The half-yearly meeting of the Durham Teachers’ Associa-
tion was held in Bowmanville on Friday and Saturday, the 13th and
14th of October. The nroceedings were opened by the President, Mr.
D J. Goggin, Principal of Port Hope Public Scheols, and, after the
usual preliminaries, the subject of Promotion Examinations was intro-
Auced by Inspector Tilley. He told what he had done toward arranging
the next promotion ; he expressed his entire satisfaction with the result
of the past examination, and asked for hinte that would be useful in the
future. He further suggested the advisability of holding township
associations--in connec ion with the first promotion examination, and
so having but one county convention in the year—this to last say three
days. The subject was discussed by Messrs. Barber, Ellis, Keith, Rey-
nolds, Symons, Tamblyn and the President, and finally left over till
Qaturday for further consideration. Mr. G. W, Rosy, M. P., Model
School Inspector, then gave an address on “ Mistakes in Reading.” He
began by asking those present to suzgest difficulties in reading that they
had met with in their own schools. Some ecight difficulties were at once
given, and he proceeded to deal with these, showing how they might be
removed  The first difficulty considered was—Monotony ; the reme-
dies proposed were imitation, phrase reading, simultane us reading,
and patience. Too low and too lond reading were next discussed and
the ramedy given for these, as for too fast and too slow recading, was
chiefly simultaneous reading. Hesitation, stammering, indistinctness,
and faulty enunciation were next taken up, their causes mentioned and
remedies proposed. Gther defects were noticed in the same way and an
address. replete with interesting information, was brought to a close by a
model lesson to a class in the first baok, to impress the fact that the basis
of all good tenching lies in an intelligent appreciation of the meaning of
what is read and an honest effort to exnress it in pure svmpathetic
tones. The next subicct taken up was *“ The best Method of Teaching
Language,” by W. W. Tamblyn, M.A., Head Master of Bowmanville
High School. * He enunciated two principles as governing ail teaching
of languages; first, repetition of correct speech ; sccond, rcproducglon.
The teaching of grammar at an carly stage, indeed the teaching of it at
all befsre the use of it is felt, was strongly condemned. The reception
of such answers in oral work as are full and correct, was insisted on,
and the interchange of vowel sounds end word building was adverted
to as two principles, the knowledge of which world materially assist
the teaching of langunge. Tllustrations from the French and Latin
were given to show the value of these principles. In closing he urged
strongly the value of wixing in socicty, where gond speech is the mle,
and to read good hooks and familinrize. Messre. Tilley, Keith. Goggin,
Ellis and Grigg followed in a few remarks on the subjects of Reading
the Language, and favored gencrally teaching by use of objects where



