
\Vo Lîad fair store of brandy; and on Chvistias eve those of us
who stili held sorne soul for sport ess.a.yed to ligliten the Iîour.
Ille breved a coinfortable draugit, buit the blazo bligli for the
frosts Nwere getutig e x,,ceedîî)g sharp, gaithered qs nuy as could
be liad of officers and ivorthiy men itito our cabin ei. made brave
to sin- the seulas of France. And now hiere wvas a str.angie t.ingi;
that w~hile the hardiest anîd soundest amngst us bad mnade good
show of *clieer. hadl eat.en tHe vile foodl ;îd tried to spe.k lightly
of our ilis, no sooner did wv hear our owit voices in the songs
t-bat carried us backz te the pleasantness of our mative land thanii
%ve fell a sobbing, anîd weeping lilze childreni; which wveakîxess 1
attribute to the distemper thaut wvas alveadv in our blood.

For the da -s that folloived 1 have no lheart to set down
inucli. We neyer wveut %withotit the pa.lis-ades except %well guaî'd,(edl
to fetch lire i'ood. Thtis lut.y indeed mnade the burdein of every day.
A prodigious store of wvood wa«s ineeded for the cold surp.isseci muy
tblîig I lizid ever Imoivi. The s,-ov fell hcavily and tI:ere %vere
storînis when for davs the gaile drave straight across our blealz
Plateau. Tlhere iwas no blood ini us to ivitlhstaild the icy ùlasts. Do
Nvhat. ive ivould th, cliý of the tomnb was in the cabins ivlierc t:he
mnen lay. 'l'le %vood choppers elle day facing such a storîn feil ini
the deep dril"t just outside the gaite. None durst go out to thixeu.
The second day the %volves fouîid theni-and we sw it ail

There ;vas not ai charge vf poiwder left ini t.hc fort~. Tihere
iv'as not a inouthiful. of fit food. The biscuits ba1rmFi is.be
full of %vormls itnd %vcviIs. ''li salted mezit either froin the admir.-
ture ot sea water tlirough lealzy caishs or frein 3ther cause wzas roUteil
beyond thle poiwer e'venl of a stariviing man to hiol.

Le Scorbut brokze out. 1 lid seer' it oii-sbip)boa-rd anîd k:-ie%
the siglis. D)e Tiroyes ilow seldorn Ieft bis cabiln and %wbezi iii the
Nyay of duty 1 made my devoirs aid lie askiled after the. mn, 1 madme
shift te bide t.he truth. but it could iiot bc for long.

-My poor Inlow',- sighed oite day as lie turned feebly on
bis couch of pl.tuks. It mnust ho wit.h ai] as it is with me-see,
look liere de Tregay, do you linow Viîe sigii? aîid lie barpd biis
shminlzen ariai anîd side. Indeed 1Iiiiew the sigais-thie dry pallid
sii %vitit the put pie blotciîes anîd izidurations. i[le sav 1 ivas at a
loss for wvords.

ISt.n< de Dieu !" lie cried, l<is tis %vlat soldiers of Frmnce
luust colue to foi' the glory of -- i-le Stopped Shiort ;ls if hlzckingi
spirit to go on. '-Now I bethinlz iie," lit added iu a melaîîeholy
voice, é"it is Nylizt soldiers mst coine te." Thain after a whle lie

askdfHoNy rnîu dend today De Tregay ?


