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. to my older brother’s child, but to part with

Two or One. | 385

and though it would have been a man’s
part to have broken through every constraint
and proclaimed myself once and for all on the

“side of right, I had nothing whereby to show

what the last wishes of my father had been,
and could only say what would ruin us without
benefitting the direct object of those wishes.
I therefore kept their counsel and my own;
stilling my conscience when it spoke too loud,

by an inward promise to_be not only a friend

the bulk of my fortune to her. That she
would need my friendship’I felt, as the letter I
wrote to her shows, but that such evil would

_come upon her as did, or that my delay to see

her would make it impossible for me ever to
behold her in this world, I had yet too much
filial regard to imagine. 1 was consequently
overwhelmed by the nelws of her death, and
though I never knew the whole truth till now,

‘I was conscious of a distrust so great that from

that day to the worser ones which followed, I
never looked at those nearest to me without a
feeling of deep separation such as is only made
by some dark and secret crime. I was alone,
or so I felt, and was gradually becoming mor-



