168 AGGRESSIVE CHRISTIANITY.

the early disciples ?” I say, reasoning by analogy, assum
ing that what God has done in the past He will continue to
#0 in the future, is it not likely that He will give it to us,
because we equally need it ?— we poor things, in our day,
as they did in theirs, we equally need it: first, because the
character of the agents is the same. A We are very much like
them, and they were very much like us. This has often en-
couraged me. If they had been men of-gigantic intellects
and extraordinary education, training, and position; if they
had possessed all human equipment and qualifications, we
might have looked back through the ages in despair, and said,
“T can never be such as they were.” Look what they were,
naturally, apart from this gift of power. The Holy Ghost
has taken care to give us their ‘true -characters.--Fhey were
men of like passions, weaknesses, tendencies, liability to fall,
with ourselves— just'such poor, frail, weak, easily-tripped-
up creatures, and, in many instances, unbelieving and diso-
bedient, before Pentecost.” Now, I say this is encouraging
for us all. -
You remember what Jesus said to Mary — ¢ Go«gng./ﬁéll
my disciples ANn PETER.” Mary, perhaps, would héve left
Peter out after his shameful denial of the Lord ; for fear of
this, Jesus said, “ Go and tell my disciples ANp PETER.”
Ah! there are some here saying, “ But Peter was not so
badasIam.” Well, we don’t kfiow anything about that, but,
whether you are worse or not, the -Holy Ghost is equal to the
emergency. He can cure you. He can baptize you with His.
power. You may have denied Him, if not as Peter did, yet
practically as bad. It makes no difference to God whether
" you have been a little bad or very bad; whether you have
denied Him once or thrice, or whether you have denied Him
with oaths and curses. If you.will only come, and ccmply
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