e C'RUISE AMONG HAfDA AND TLINGIT VILLAGES.

Here, as elﬂewhere, we encountered a luxuriant vegetatxon theh

- covers every inch of the soil, and even mounts to the top of the

burial columns and to the decaymg rafters and beams of the great

_old” houses. Probably the most interesting object we saw at Yan:
‘was a mortuary column, the .crossbar or the coffin-box support of
which was of a single board, and most handsomely .carved in to- -

temic designs. = After pushmg and crawling for an hour through

‘wet underbrush, made up largely of salmon and rose bushes .
over three mches in diameter and from fifteen to twenty feet high, »

we were off again, and: that mght, with the friendly assistance of a

EGG-SHAPED Rock coNtamNmNG Brriar Horse or a HAIDA SHAMAN. °

favorable tide, we dropped down into Virago Sound ‘and anchored
in front of the old moss-covered village of Kung. This was one of

the best of the old villages along this coast, but is now completely
_deserted. 'We found much to interest us. The totem pole with the

moon symbol was the first we had seen, nor is it reproduced else-
where on' the island; but what proved of special interest were sev-
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eral very old graves which faced the beach on the east side of the

“village. 'lhese ‘were the burial places of medicine men o Shamans,
and qulte different from- the ordinary grave. Instead of a single.
“pole in which the bedy is placed through a hole in the top or at the

side, or from the doubTe—po]e platform grave which we saw at Kung,

E we found a httle house built of short cedar logs Inside was placed



