
io CRUISE AMONG HAIDA AND TLINGIT VILLAGES.

-Here, as .elgewhere, we encountered a luxuriant vegetation which
covers every inch of the soil, and even mounts to the top of the
burial columns and to the. decaying rafters and beanis of the great
old-houses. Probably.the most interesting object we saw at Yan
was a mortuary cohnn, the crossbar or the coffin-box support of
which was of a single board, and most. handsomely carved in to-
temie designs. After pushing and crawling for an hour through
wet underbrush, made up largely of salmon and rose bushes
over three inches in diameter and from fifteer to twenty feet high,
we were off again, and that night, wit.h the friendly assistance of a

EgI-SHAPED ROCK CONTAIN NG BrItL Horst or A HAIDA SHAMAN.

favorable tide, we dropped down into Virago Sound 'and anchored
in frott of the old moss-covered village of Kung. This was one of
the best of the old villages along this coast, but is now completely
deserted. We found much to interest us. The totem pole. with the
moon symbol was the first we had seen, nor is it reproduced else-
where on the island; but what proved of special interest were ev-
eral verLolgraves -which $aeed the beach on the east side of the
vlage. These were the burial places of medicine men or Shamans,

and quite different frôm- the ordinary grave. Instead of a single
pole in which the body is placed through a hole in the top or at the
side, or from' the double-pole platform grave which we saw at Kung,
we found a little house built of short cedar logs.. Inside was placed


