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to sell, and the knowledge that he has bills for sale, will at once reduce

the price, as it will naturally be supposed he requires a very large

sum ; besides, as there will be a premium on the specie, the discount

on the bills, if paid for in specie, will appear much higher than the

current rate, which, for obvious reasons, ought not to be the case
;

under these circumstances, and considering our extreme distress for

money, not Hving a thousand pounds in the Canadas, without a chance

of being relieved by an importation from England to any great extent,

in consequence of the reports we have lately received through the

press of extraordinary event? in Europe, I beg to submit to His Excel-

lency whether Mr. Wybault should not be directed to procure specie for

the government bills in liis possession upon the best terms he can effect

the negociation ; receiving in payment American bank notes and then

exchanging them for specie, making tlie real exchange upon the bills,

and charging the premium upon the specie in his account of disburse-

ments, with expenses of transportation and other charges generally

attending the transaction. I trust you will be pleased to lay this letter

before His Excellency, that I may be honoured with his commands as

early as possible.

I have the honor to be. Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

To Major O. Foster, (.Signed) W. H. Robinson,

Military Secretary. Corny. -Genl.

[From Canadian Archives, Series C 331, page 98.]

Copy of Lktter re Bringing Specie into Country.

Iti

Halifax, 9th June, 1815.

Sir,

Finding that Commissary-General Robinson had written to the

Deputy Commissary-General here, representing the very pressing

demand for specie in the Canadas, I have made every exertion to afford

you a supply, which I could not have been able to do but by obtaining

a loan rom he Naval Storekeeper; with the assistance of which I

have directetl to be shipped on board H.M.S. Bulwark ;^30,ooo con-

signed to Mr. Robinson.

I think it right to apprise you of our poverty, that you may not place


