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Mr. Brewster moved to add the Yol-'
lowing:  (190:)- For  exempting’ from
taxation any plece or parcel of land
within any'municipality used as a park,
athletic club or association, or recrea-
tion ground to which the public is ad-
mitted, and which ' is not organized
for .commercial .purposes. or solely for
Obtaining profit.” ;

This suggestion provoked a brief de-
Zg.te dn which Mr. McPhillips led the

efence forces with the batleery of local
control in' such matters, Incidentally
the advantages of golf were debated
by Mr. Hawthornthwaite and the at-
torney general, the latter pointing out
how admirable an institution the Oak
Bay golf links had proven in attracting
wealthy visitons and in advertising the
advantages -of Victoria’s winter cli-
mate. e .

No change. was made in-the. bill, up
on which progress was reported. . .

Other, government businéss was ad-
vanced with a rush during the Jate -af-
ternoon, inclusive of the following:

For' the construction of sewers in
unorganized districts. -Bill passed third
reading. RS

To validate bylaw 204 of the City. of
Nelson. “Report of committee adopted
and third reading carried.

Hospital Act Amendment Bill. - Re-
port of committee adopted aund third
reading taken. ¢

Municipal Elections Act Amendment
bill' (to make uniform the law in re-
spect.to elections in rural municipal-
itles fixing the time for the closing

aiarisme s we

hoped wouild ‘prove effective, and  in
connection  with this. bill the member
for Nanaimo' had rendered very valu-
able assistance. Crown grants under
this sot were issued, -and there had
been subsequently a great deal of dis-
quietude, especially on the part of the
railway company, which took  the
validity of these grants into the courts,
the McGregoriicase being carried ‘to
the Privy. Couneil, which found that
this: Jegislature had been quite within
its jurisdiction in enacting the law
under challenge. ' By that act, the
constitytionality of ‘which was thus
upheld by the highést tribunal of -the
land, ‘one year had been allowed with-
in which claimants were to present
themselves for the grants authorized
to be made. Some fifty of these came
forward, and in ‘a_majority of cases
grants were issued: There were still
a few applications pending before the
Execatlve Cotnefl, and it was intends
ed to give decisions in thege during
the next few weeks, Which would clear
up all applications. Meanwhile, ‘with
regard to those already issued, certain

. Rallway Company with respect ‘to
‘the procedure adopted, that there were
certain formalities ‘which the govern-
‘ment had failed to:ébserve. -* - :
© As a result of these protests by the
railway company -a .-conference .wds
\had between the government  and the
compahy upon the technicalities rais-
ed, and an agreement;had- been arriv-
ed at disposing of ‘the matter ‘amicab-
[ ly\7as.g .résult ‘of' which the company
agreed to give a quit claim deed to
.the gettlers. Of course, compensation
had necessarily been provided. for, and
this was to be foupd in. the principal
clause of this bill. Under the provis-
fons of the act of 1903-44 provision
had been made for compensation for
lands taken for homestead purposes,
and this pravision was here virtually
re-enacted, although witha varying de-
finition .  of ‘acreage because valuable
coal areas were proven to exist under
the lands appropriated, giving them
special worth to those. dispossessed as
well as to these receiving them. The
government in adjusting the matter
had gone to véry great pains in order
to terminate this~ long-pending diffi~
culty. It had: dene everything possible
to reach a. fair: conelusion; ang Ppro-
vide ‘an”eguitable remedgf for: condi-
tions which until 1903 it appeared no
government had made any: special en-
deavors to adjust with recognition of
all rights affected.

and carried in 1903-4, which it  wag]

Questions had been raised by the . & |l
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OURsplendid showing of Spring Cos-
tumes is well worth the scrutiny
of .every lady. . As wusual we dre intro-

ducing the most .

exclusive models—

mudels that are- exact reproductions of -
Paris and New York’s fashion designers,
models that are already causing delight-

ful comment-among Victoria’s elite. -

The measure passed second reading,
with ‘the  Socialist .members voting
negatively, L
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<the expiry of a six month’s period dat-
JAng from his retirement from the Judi-
selary; Eiy ©
£ £:&rgvet'tisement of voters objected'to
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At Vietoria;
17th’ Japuary, 1910.
Hon,' Richard McBride,
' /Premier of British'Columbia,
Victoria, ‘B, ‘C.

Dear Sir—FolloWihg 'éle‘ niégotiations
which . I )
your government, 1. beg to confirm my
statement that in consiferation of the
agreement . arnived at between your

have recently had  with

. Voting in cities shall be divideéd by government and the Canadian North-

Act, 1888 and amending act '(this being
the bil' by which New Westminster,
abandons™ its special c¢harter and is
brought under the general provisions
of the Municipal Clauses Act, Vancou-
ver being now, the only-previncial: city'
operating under;special ‘charter.) Read
a second time, committed, reporfed and
given third reading. ; ot
" Bill to revive, ratify and confirm
the Vancouver and Nicola Valley Rail-
way Company Act of 1908, Received

upon 'the judiciary of° the land! ;

Mr. Jardine also Opposed the sug-
gestion of depriving'tHe judges—®me
of the most honorable and influential
men’ of the province£ipf the franchise.

The bill passed s¥¢ond reading and
was. forthwith commitited. ) by
...An . committee MY, Brewster. gesired
information .as to whethér any ‘judge
had misconducted himself; or could’ be
accused of having so done, by parti-
cipation in “politics while occupying ‘a

.- The Dbill amending the Vancouver
False Creek’ Forgshore Act.. Y
' The mill to incorporate the Northe:
British , Columbia - Telephone Company.

Company. 4

- them interesting and truthful.

The bHl of the Penticton Railwuy b

: it is day,|third reading. . seat on the bench, - : The Comox ‘Logging and: Rallway
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els, but let . ithe electors therein being prepared and tion of .the Canadian Northérn Pacific | Incorporation of the Graham Island | General in response . that it ‘surely| The bill to'ratify the agreement be-

’ \ f used, - 5K iscy; that that company | Railway, Company. Received third|could not be regarded as desirable or| t'ween the City of Victoria and the
goods. As ¢ Nanaimo alone-of the four chief cltleép ‘Raiflway company. teement,  for it- | reading. £onducive to the best interests of the | British Columbia Electric " Rallway
it will be jretains the one pqlling.bnuéh system. = wi}lfl Rnter ei:;‘:s a_“a»r::ig eg;:;ign'g with { _ Bill to incorporate the Western Un-|adminjstration of justice that a'judge | Company, as to the Jordan River 7 : i .

be 10 | Considerable interesting debate arose | self, succes: 2 t to employ or|ion Fire Insurance Company. Receiv- |should mix in politics while discharg- | power supply. : : AL
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§ labor and at fair’ wages, by securing
~ an agreement specifically excluding
. Orientals from engagement and assur-

% country that white labor

. tain a fajr day’s pay fof a fair day's
. work. It ¢

ithat the chief feature of the bill was |aided lines.

provoked by the candidature of Judge |-
Hendergon at the late election. &

.= Another important featura of the day
‘was found in. theé .bill- to-ratify 'and
‘coﬂzm'the agregment made’ mgl:,- tlﬁt
\E. & N railway company to termina

ithe long vexed .question of settlers’ |
rights within the raflway 'belt, 20,000
additional acres of lieu lands with coal
measures. and certain foreshore priv-
‘ileges being given in adition to the
acre-for<acre - Heu lands already set
asides ;

~ Election Returns, . .. .

(Signed) WM. MACKENZIE,
5 President.

B >So' soonag the railway legisla'tion in
the House had received; assent, HO{I.
Mr, Bowser added, completing his ex-

-planation, he would see that a formal

contract . with the . railway ' ¢ompany
was forthwith sent to Toronto ° for
completion, in line with the agree-
ment and’'the undertaking outlined to
the House. :
Labor on E. & N. Extension
Mr. Hawthornthwaite remarked that

‘the ‘government already.had an agree-

At-the opening of the house yester-| ment with the Canadian Pacific Rail-
day Mr. Hawthornthwaite enguired of way- Company prohibiting the employ-

the Premier when ‘details of: the vote
-polled at the last general election

ment of Asiatics on the extension” of
the E. & N. railway to Alberni, and

might be expected by the house in. the | yet Orientals were being employed.

form of the usual return.

Hon. Mr. McBride replied that he
would endeayor to have this done dur-
ing Wednesday’s, today’s, sitting.

Pirst readings were given to bills,
amending the Shops Regulation Act,
1900 (Mr.' Howthornthaite); the Pro-
vincial' ‘Eléections Act (Attorney-Gen-
eral); the Water Act 1909 (Minister of
Lands); as well as a bill to ratify an-
agreement bearing :date of the 21st
Qctober, 1909, between H. M. the King
and the Esquimalt and Nanaimo.Rail- |
way company, this latter . piece of.
legislation  having been introduced. by |
message from His Honor the Lieuten-
ant-Governor.

Wages on C. N. R. Construction.

On ‘motiont for the adoption of the
réport of committee on the bill ratify-
ing the agreement between the proy-
ince and the Canadian Northern Rail-
way company, e

My: Williams moved to add to sub-
section- ¢ of section 7 of"the schedule,
“Prdvided always that the lowest
wage pald to any-laborer or worker
-employed In said construction _shall

not be less than $2.50 per day.” -

The member for Newcastle briefly
supported his motion upon lines with
which the ~house had already grown
familiar - through experience with
similar proposal made during ‘the com-
mittee stage.

Premier McBride observed- that he
might fairly. make the same réply to
the member for Newcastle that had
been made to that gentleman when he
brought forward his resolution in com-
mittee upon identical lines: The gov-
ernment had taken especial care- to
assure . ¢onstruction work for white

ing the payment of the fill scale of/
. Wages current in the district. - This
agreement contained an ample assur- |

Why, then,. was no action ' taken .by
the government?

Replying, the attorney-general cor-
rected the error into which the mem-
ber for. Naijaimio had - fallen. The
province had no agreement with the
E. & N, Railway Company . in this
matter.. The vrallv?y_ comipany had
sought exemption from taxation for a
term of years, which:was made condi-
tional upon no Chinese having been
employed. The . government could
therefore have no opportunity to in-
vestigate laber conditions during con-
struction” until the "application for ex-
emption had been made. . At present
the ‘only authority - exercising super-
vigion™ and direetion was the Federal
government, to’ which report should
haye been madé of the conditions
complained of. :

Mr. Brewster supported the amend-
ment, which was negatived by '31t6 4.

Report was thereafter adopted.

Hours of Engineers.

Upon the métion to adoptireport on
the ; Steam Boilers  Inspection . Act
Amendment bhill; a new. section was
offered by Mr. ‘Hawthornthwaite in
the following terms: 753

“16."No engineer helding a certifi-
cate under this act shall be employed
(except in case of accident or neces-
sity) for a longer period than - eight
hours in twenty-four. - ‘Twenty-four
hours,” for the purpose of ' this act,
sHall mean from midnight to 'mid-
night.” - R

It was explained by thé member for
Nanaimo ‘that ldrge plants were not
especially affected by his proposal, as
they ran day and night, and _three
shifts accordingly.” The smallér mills,
however, frequently ‘kept their en-
gineers at work ten and twelve hours
a day, which was too much. En-
gineers quite often were required to be
on hand some short time before and
also a little: time after -other em-
ployees, but there was provision  'in
thei bill to cover this small detail.

Thay this wds substantially the same
amendment reported in' committee,

" ance  to. the legislature an .10 the | when argument pro and con ,was very

used, and that such labor.should: ob-

. be impossible for
-house to set itself the task of i i

would be | comprehensive, was‘ pointed out by
he’ m

ister of public “works; the
idment was lost, . four }_t!ﬂrmatlve)
~Only being counted.

Report was then mua and.third
_h. L. ’

ing.  wages generally. -And ‘m’l}o | reading of the bill

house should take such action
posed in this one case, it shoul

‘-31 .construction of the roa
:n‘v: b L :h&d’ An- . this in

On_ the report on the “Bush.Fires
teridment bill being reached and.

. Williams moved: To amend sub- |
on, (5) of section 2.by adding. the
ng words: ‘‘Where any farmer

manent Loan Co. received third read-
ing.

Bill to incorporate the British Co-
lumbia  Packers Association:  report
of committée adopted.

Bill to incorperate the Anglican
Synod of the Diocese of Caledonia:
given third reading.

Salvation Army

On,consideration of report on the
Salvation Army bill, an amendment

1 was - proposed by Mr. Williams to

carry forward and make the newly in-
corporated body responsible for ac-
counts_ incurred by the Army _under
the ‘old _organization. The . memher
for Newcastle contended incidéntally
that should any prospective “settler
brought to British Columbia by the
Army immigration department feel
agerieved on finding = conditions to
‘have been misrepresented to him, he
should have a right to sue in the civik
courts for damages.  Also if the as-
sets’ of ‘thHg Army were to follow the
new incorporation, the
should also do so—as had been pro-
vided ‘for in the Roman Catholic
legislation passeéd by the House, last
session. g .

The amendment was slightly altered
in ‘the wording- at the suggestion of
the - Attorney-General, and accepted
by the House as follows:

To add’ the following as subsection
(a) to section 3:— 2

“(a) All contracts eritered into, and
all ‘obligations and liabilities properly
incurred by or oa behalf of the Sal-
vation Army, shall devolve upon, be
binding upon and be discharged by
the Governing Council of Salvation
Army.” :

The bill'is still at the stage of re-
port. o
The bills of the Pacific'and Alaska
Railway Company “and ' the British
Columbia Railway Conipany—both' in
the committee stage—stand over to
permit of an'agreement ‘being reached
between those interested for a change
in the name of either one company or
the other, too great similarity at pres-
ent existing. : 4 P

Just before the dinner adjournment,
Mr. 'Ross ‘asked for the discharge of
the order for second reading of the
bill to establish ‘a bl-monthly ‘pay-
day for the hayment of wages in cer-
tain. cases, explaining that bi-weekly
had been intended. The bill-as thus
amended was re-introduced, and re-
ceived first reading. E

' Settlers’ Rights ‘Settlement.

The Premier explained the objects
in view ih moving the second reading
of this bill. He traced briefly the
history of theé several grants issued
in conaection with the Vancouver Is:
land. Settlers Rights: bill . of 1903-4,
and ‘pointed out that for years past
the clalms .of the sguatters within
the Island railway belt had been pre:
sented session after session- to this
legislature, as well as at intervals to
the federal authorities.

“The matter was At tHat time brought
forward by the member for Nanaimo,
and it had been very ldrgely th
the  persistent indivi %i'i:l :
that hon. gentleman that th had |
finally been=earried through ‘whirh
brought relMef to the “interested setw

of land neglects or refuses to
ot SO Be e e held ro- |
; i

A o AT

tlers.. The ‘government taking = the
 matter mgmd, a bill" was submitted

Habilities "

ago been exercising his furictions ' on
the bench, while for two weeks negd-
tiating with political deputations as
to ., whether he should accept a nomi-
nation, and it had heen stated pro-
viding for his futurg position in the
event of his defeat. %

Even so, Mr. Brewster could not see
that the judge had seriously miscon-
ducted himself, : g :

“Personally,” remarked Mr. Haw-
thornthwaite, “it looks ‘like a Scheme of
the attorney general’s to keep “Billy”
McInnis out of politics.” (Laughter,)

,The member for Nanaimo, introdyced
as, a new section -provision that any-
one for twelve- months resident in' the
province, ; a  British Subject, ‘and who
cquld satisfy the election officer that
he had been a resident for thirty days
in ‘the district, should be entitled to
vote, whether or not his name appeared
on any voters’ list.

The attorney general .declined the
suggested amendment, explaining how
it weuld give rise to scandals innum-
erable . in “politics, -and. wholly . disor-
ganize the election system of the pro-
vince, X i

The amendment was.rejected and the
bill reported without amendment.

The ‘membet for Nanaima- re-intro-
duced his proposal on report, when it
again met defeat, the bill being later
given its third and final' reading.

Final’ Reading. '™ \

Upon:the resumption of the. lfouse in
in:the evening, the bill to ratify and
confirm the agreement between the
province ‘and@ the Canadian. Northern
Railway Ceo. received its third and final
reading amidst applausé; third readings
also being given the Timber Mark Act
amendment bill and the New Westmin-
ster Act:amendment bill, while the Mu-
nicipal Clauses Act amendment bill was
reported from . committee—complete
with ' amendments.

iSome littlé crossfire as to’land specu-
lation and its legitimate ‘réstriction
arose between the member of Nanaimo
and \the Premier, upon the commital
of the Irand Act amendment bill, with
Mr. Shaw in the chair.. Progress with
the bill was reported; 4s also with Coal
Mines Aet amendment bill, next. dealt
with. s

The ‘Water Act' amendment bill,
providing for a few minor: changes,
the principal being in the direction of
giving placer miners the right to uge
water without advertising or other
customary formalities, passed its sec-
ond reading unopposed; while

The -British Columbia and Alaska
Railway Company’s bill was passed
upon' report and given third reading.

The report of committee was adopt-
ed' on the 'Pacifie and Alaska ‘Rajl-
way Company’'s 'bill, which was
amended in the title ‘only,’ the comx~
pany ‘to be known hexeafter  as the
Pacific . Railway Company. * The bill
stands for third reading in the House
today. g t 3

The followidg legislation was theres
after advanced a stage, with but brief
and perfunctory dJebate: :

‘The' bill incorporating the British
Columbia ~Central Railway Company.
. The North Vancouver Island Rail-

i way Company bill,

The amending bill of the Howe
'Sound, Pembertdn Valley -and Nore
thern' Railway Company.

The ‘bill of the Cariboo, Barkervilie
and Willow. River Rallway  Company.

[

The bill conferring upon the council
of the corporation of ‘Oak Bay certain
additional powers to those contained
in the Municipal Clauses Act. -

The bil for the amalgamation of
the" water rights of the:B. C. Fruit-
lands Co. ahd the Kamloops Irrigation
Co. ;
" The bill to incorporate ‘the “city’ of
South Vancouver, and:

The B. C. Mainland and Coast In-
dustrial company’s bfll,

With regard to the Osak Bay bhill it
was. stated by Mr, Hayward, in moving
the second reading .that ithe special
concessions contemplated are similar
to those outside the - Municipal
Clauses ‘Act enjoyed. by  the City of
Vancouver in British Columbia, and
dlso common among- the privileges of
Ontarioc municipalities. He had aban-
doned the proposals with regard to the
laying ‘of water mains for this year at
least, and thought that the most pro-
gressive municipality in British Co-~
lumbia, as Oak Bay  certainly is,
should be granted the special favors
otherwise provided.

CHALLENGE FORTHE .
DWIGHT DAVIS CUP

LONDON. March 8,—The lawn ten-
his associatien today cabled to Sydney
a challenge for the Dwight F. Davis
international cup.. The British asso-
ciatioh hopes  that the. preliminaries/
may, be fought out fh this. country,|
and proposes to invite  the United
States National Lawn - Tennis Asso-
ciation -to send their team here, the
Englishmen guaranteeing - the .ex-
penses as: the Americans did in. 1909,
when the British team visited the
United States.

ALBERTA'S DISPUTE

Dissatisfied Members Offering Further
Resolutions on Railway Question

EDMONTON, March 8-—Not content
with _the lengthy ‘debate in the legisla-
ture 'last week on  the Alberta and
Great Waterways: rallway agreement,
two resolutions weére introduced yester-
day which' will *probably throw jthe
house once moreinto the throes of con-
troversy. <Under® motions. other-: than
government motions, Mr, < Boyle; of
Sturgeon,  ‘gave rnotice that on Mohday
next he will ' moye “that this ‘house 9o
résent the action of the governmment in
so tampering with and ' stripping the
files reldating to the railway ‘transaction
and do demand that documierits and pa-
pefs ‘so removed be immediately re-
stored to said filés. now-dpon the table
of the house.” g :

Immediately afterwards, Mr, Stuart,
of Sedgwick gave notice that on Thurs-
day next he would introduce a “motion
“that whereas thbré/ is‘charged a defici-
éncy Of $740,000  'in 'thé ‘sale of the
bonds, due” to' the -statement that the
bonds sold at 110 while ‘the governmient
says the: bonds: sold at par, be it re.
86lved that this house desires immedi-
ately conciusive evidence as to ;the de-
position of ‘the sald sum of $740,000.”

"The questiohs asked by Mr. Boyle as
to whether the government has aécepted
the offer of W. R. Clarke, president of
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way company as contsined in his letter | advisés ‘British manufacturers to take
addressed to - the 'premier, ‘were held advantage of the period of uncertain-
over on request of Premier Rutherford. | ty to establish their position. ;

(Continued on Page 2.)"

Will Build Abbatoir

LONDON, March 3.—The Financial| - EDMONTON, March 8.—P. Burns
Times digcusses the ‘tariff negoti- | in consultation with the commission-
ations between the United States and| ers today in regagd to the removal of

Canada. It fears that the American| the Norwood slaughterhouse,

which

government “ig not foolish enough tol|is a public nuisance, ‘stated that: he

throw ‘the tr

; 1 of Canada into our|intends to build .a $500,000 abbatoir.
hands by endeavoring to coerce that 3

Mr. Burns is now looking for a site

great. country,” The Canadlan nationi which will make. the concern con-
is the'last in the world to be coerced;| venient to railway facilities. .Work

the Albi?r?:'lid" Great Waterways Rail-

)

and has noéthing to look for from the. will _brohably .be begun in_the - early

United States. The *Financial * Times| spring.
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