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THE BUDGET REVIEWED.

Seven Cents Per Head Less Taxation
Than in 1878 -New Military
Poliey.

Development of the Nation’s Indus-
trial Life—Supplying Imperial
Food Requirements.

[From Our Own Correspondent.)

Orrawa, Feb. 1.—Mr. Foster’s Budget
speech yesterday occupied a little over
two hours in delivery. There was less
public interest manifested in it than for
many years past. In the early eighties,
for days previous to the delivery of the
Budget, Ottawa would be crowded with
manufacturers and importers from dif-
ferent parts of Canada, who were anx-
ious to know, at the earliest possible mo-
ment, how their businesses were likely |
to be affected by tariff changes. That|
was in the early days of the National |
policy, and when the protective tariff,
had only been in cperation for a short
time. This year no tariff changes were
expected and consequently there was
less interest in thc Budget Speech. Last
vear the revenue ran behind the expen-
diture to the amount of $4,1563,000. The
Finance Minister expected this year, by
a slight re-adjustment of the sugar
duties, that the equilibrium between
revenue and expenditure might be re- i
stored, and although five months of
the current fiscal year have still
to run, and it is impossible to accurately
forecast the financial affairs of the
country, yet Mr. Foster thought he was
fairly entitled to prognosticate, from the
results of the past seven months, that
the revenue and expenditure would be
about thirty-seven millions, or in.other
words, that they would about balance
each other. With regard to the deficit
of last year he pointed out that of the
sum of $4,153,000, $2,002,000

WENT TO THE SINKING FUND,

so that the net deficit was really only |
2,151,000. However, taking the deficit |
at the higher figure and adding it to
that of the previous year, it gave a total |
of $5,364,207 for the two years. Against'
this there had been a remission to the |
people in the past year of taxation on |
the article of sugar alone amounting to
$5,475,000. In other words, if the gov- |
ernment had not relieved the people of |
the sugar tax, the deficits of two years |
would have been wiped out and a sub- |
stantial surplus left over. Mr. Foster |
reminded the house that for the period
of hard times and business depression of
the past five years there was only a,
net deficit of $1,617,932, but during the;
Grit regime the net deficit footed up to |
$5,491,314. The government might
claim credit for the fact that during the
vast five vears, with only this deficit of
one and a half millions, they had re-
mitted to the people taxation on sugar
alone to the amount of

NINETEEN AND A HALF MILLIONS.

Mr. Foster proceeded to explain the in-
crease in the debt, pointing out that the
average increase for:the past five years
had  been -$2;590,214  -per- -annum, but
during the sam& period there had been
expended on public works, such as
canais, the Intercolonial railway, and'
Canadian Pacific railway, a sum total of
$16,992,301, which more than offset the !
addition to the debt. He said that the'
interest on the debt paid per head of
the population was $1.90 in 1878, while
last year it was $1.83, the burthen being
less heavy by just 7 cents per head of
the population. Then the Finance Min-
ister referred to a matter which is of the
greatest interest to the young men of
the country. Three or four years ago,
if anyone had suggested that all the
militia, rural as well as city bat-
talions, should be drilled annually,
he would have been looked upon
as lacking in wisdom. Grover Cleve-
land’s jingo message has -changed all|
this, and now from one end of the
country to the other there has come a
demand for better arms for the militia,
and the improvement of the defences of
the country. The amount which isto
be spent on these objects will be charged
to capital account, as it is considered but
fair that posterity should pay its share
of the money which is to be expended
now, but which is to serve for many
vears to come. Mr. Foster disclaimed
any desire on the part of the govern-
ment to provoke friction with the United
States. The interests of the country,
however, demanded that stepsshould be
taken to defend our heritage in this
country. We have here, he said, a
country and institutions which are
worthy of the sterness and strongest de-
fence that can be given to them, and
covernment and parliament would not

BE DOING THEIR DUTY

to the great trust reposed in them if
they refused or neglected to place in the
hands of our citizens adequate means of
resistance to any armed Invasion, were
it unfortunately to come upon us. He
believed the people of this country,
whether French-speaking or Eng-
lish  speaking; had  their  con-
victions  continually formed, and
strengthened in the line of what he
might call the centrifugal force which in
this countty, in Australasia, in all the
dependencies and colonies of Great Brit-
ain is tending to marshall the outlying
dependencies of the Empire around the
Mother Country—the centre of power
and light.

Proceeding, the minister gave some
interesting figures of the development of
the industrial life of the country, men-
tioning among other matters the won-
derful progress in mining in British Col-
umbia. He read a statement showing
the effect of the tariff reductions of two
sossions ago, these reductions aggregat-
ing a million and a half dollars. He
then spoke of the 17 years record of the
Conservative administration; how 1t
had extended lines of communication
with the Mother Country, with the West
Indies, with Australasia, with China
and Japan, and how at every turn these
projects had been opposed by the
liberals. He believed when the
day  of reckoning came the coun-
tryv  would say that there was
no reason why the policy of progress and
development of the last seventeen years
should be changed. There was no rea-
son, in his judgment, why the present
policy of reusonable protection should

trade, and showed the immense possi-
bilities that

THE EMPIRE HAD WITHIN ITSELF

to feed itself. He proceeded to give a
few calculations to emphasize what Can-
ada conld do in the way of contributing
towards Imperial food requirements.
Fifty thousand Canadian farmers, with
one hundred acres each, in wheat, and
raising 30 bushels to the acre, could an-
nually produce 150,000,000 bushels for
export to the Mother Land, and what
were five millions of acres under culti-
vation compared with the millions of
good wheat land of Manitoba and the
Territories which has not yet been
scratched by the plough? "As with
wheat, so with cattle, horses, pigs, but-
ter and cheese. Canada could furnish
all that the Mother Land required, and
with the other outiyving portions of the
Empire contributing their share to the
common stock, there was no question in
his mind but that the Empire could
feed itself. It was simply a
problem which required time and
good statesmanship to solve. In
closing he said: ‘It is for Canada, it is
for Australia, it is for the other colonies
of Great Britain, and Great Britain
herself—it is for her to ponder
seriously and carefully whether or
not an arrangement cannot be come
to which will make the Empire and its
dependencies sufficient within them-
selves to feed the Empire, and by doing
that will add to the force of business,
and will add to remunerative production
in each. And, what is greater and bet-
ter than all that, sir, it will make these
outlying dependencies of Great Britain,
and Britain herself having common in-
terest, common trade and common de-
fence, strong and united to begin that
race of Imperial rule and Imperial pro-
gress which I believe is in store for the
Briton in Canada, the Briton in Austra-
lagia, the Briton in Asia, the Briton in
Africa and the Briton in the isles of the
sea.”” Mr. Foster’s speech will make a
very strong campaign document, and the
Conservative members intend distribut-
ing it far and wide throughout the
country.

Since his arrival here Col. Prior, in
conjunction with Mr. Earle, has em-
phasized the necessity of providing

A REVENUE CUTTER

in British Columbia waters to prevent
smuggling. The B.C. Board of Trade
and the CoronisT have frequently ad-
verted to this, the necessity of a vessel
of this kind, and the prospects are that
a sum will be placed in the supple-
mentary estimates to provide for the
purchase of a good steamer to be used
jointly for customs and fishery work.
Mr. Joseph Martin’s visit to Victoria
has led him to believe that he is now a
British Columbia representative. He
had a question on the order paper the
other day about the removal of the
wreck of the steamer San Pedro, which
your representatives have been urging
on the government for some time. The
difficulty the government has had in
taking measures into its own hands was
that the wreck was hardly considered an
obstruction to navigation, but now that
it has been decided to place a lighthouse
on Brotchie ledge, and the San Pedro is
blocking the way, the government have
ordered the owners to remove the wreck
within a reasonable time, otherwise it
will be done by the federal authorities
at the owners’ expense.
—_—

THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. .

To THE EpiTor:—A careful perusal of the
twenty-fourth annual report of the public
schools of the province just issued Ey the
government leaves an impression that the
compilers have not dealt as fully and
frankly with the actual cost of education
as its importance at this time deserves. In
fact the ordinary reader will, if not cog-
nizant of other outside facts, form very
erroneous opinions as to the total cost of
the public schools.

‘We read on pase 198 of the report ‘‘ that
the total expenditure by the provincial
government for all purposes of education
during the past year was as follows:

Education Eroper $189,037 25
Lands and Works department. .. 18,963 35

Total............ooooin. ... $208,000 60

And it then goes on to say ‘“that the cost
of each pupil based on average actual at-
tendance was $22.95.

This statement, while presumably cor-
rect as to the government expenditure, fails
to note the large amounts contributed by
the four cities towards the cost of the edu-
cation of those pupils included in the num-
ber on which the estimate of $22.95 is
based.

To arrive at the proper and actual cost of
each qupil the amounts expended by the
school boards of the cities must certainly
be taken into account.

The following shows the actual direct as-
certainable amounts expended in the edu-
cation of the 8,610.31 ﬁ)upils which the re-
port says are in actual daily attendance:

Expended by the provincial
government . .

Expended by the
exclusive of the capitation

208,000 60

35,554 25

couver, New Westminster and
Nanaimo, exclusive of the cap-
itation grant (clo
mated) .

Total........... ...

This large total is certainly well within
the mark without reckoning other charges
that cannot readily be ascertained, such as
the printing, stationdry, etc., obtained from
the government offices, the interest on
debts incurred for school lands and build-
ings and the percentage of the general
running axlpenses of the government justly
and properly chargeable to education.

If these 1tems could be readily crystal-
ized into tigures they would probably bring
up the total cost of our public schools to
over $350,000 per annum, or considerably
more than one third of the gross total
revenue of the province.

The 8,610.31 pupils in average actual
daily attendance cost, as we have seen, the
sum of $306,204.85 per annum, or $35.56 per
capita, and just $12.61 per pupil
more than is given in the report.
It is not now argued that the $350,000 spent
annually on our publicschoolsis too much.
1t is only desired thatthose whose business
it is to justly and fairly agportion the ex-
penditure of the countryv should have their
attention drawn to these facts. Itis for
them to determine whether the vast and
varied resources -of this great country can
ever be opened up and developed and pros-
perity brought within our borders, if the
sole item of education is allowed to go on
swallowing so much of our revenue.

A CITY AND PROVINCIAL TAXPAYER.

Donot take any suBstitute when you ask for
the one true blood purifier, Hood's Sarsaparilla,
Insist upon Hood's and only Hood's.

MoNTREAL, Feb. 4. —Sir William Van
Horne denies the story wired from the

United States to the effect that A. M.
Qannon, of the Boston and Maine rail-
road, is to become president of the Cana-

be departed from. He then took up
the question of Imiperial preferential

dian Pacific.

BT IERMENT OF TRADE.

1ts Restoration Has Be  Gradual—
Coufideiice and Determirati)n All
That Are Needeu

Proofs of the Maintenauce of Our Jn
dustries —advanee in B C.
Mining Work.

In the course of his budget speech the

Hon. G. E. Foster, finance minister of
Canada, thus described the promising con-
dition of affairs. He said: I think Iam
justified in saying that the trying period of
1390-95 has passed. The returnsof the last
six months of the current year show an
increase in imports of two and a half mil-
lions, and of exports an increase of half a
million dollars, making a betterment qf
three and a half millions in that period.
The increase of revenue amwounts to one
and a half million of dollars, and the say-
ings of the countryin 1895 as compared
with 1894 show an increase of ten and a half
million dollars. He did not think he
could better enforce his view of the
betterment that trade had wundergone
in this country than by reading from
the annual report of the president
of the Toronto Board of Trade, which stat-
ed that ‘“‘the year 1895 had heen one of quiet
recovery from the depression of 1893 and
18%4. The restoration of trade had not
been quick, but it had been gradual. Raw
materials, which had fallen during 1894 to
the lowest point known formany years,had
risen considerably. The bank returns also
Jdndicated that the country was slowly but
surely recovering from the depression that
had overshadowed the commercial inter-
ests for the last few years. What was want-
ed now,’’ the report concluded, ‘‘was coa-
fidence in the future of the country, a be-
lief in its resources, and a determination to
develop every legitimate industry to the
fullest possible extent.”
We have come through this period of de-
pression, continued Mr. Foster, with the
trade nine and a half million dollars greater
than that with which we entered upon it,
the exports being seventeen millions larger
than in 1890-91. We have come through
with an increase of debt of sixteen million
dollars and a deficit of one and a half mil-
lions net, while at the same time we have
given a customs reduction on the article of
raw sugar alone of nearly nineteen mil-
lions. Our savings in that period have in-
creased from ¢72:1,000,060 to $267,000,000,
namely, by $46,000,000, or 21 per cent.; a
noted and encouraging increase. We have
come through that period as few other
countries in the world have come, with
increased railway traffic. The operated
mileage has increased by 2,700 miles, the
passengers carried by 1,110,000, the freight
carried by three-quarters of a million tons,
while the earnings (a notable fact) in 1894-5
were equal to what they were in 1890-1. We
have come through with increased shipping
returns. The tonnage of vessels coming in
and going out of our ports, not including
coastin%) vessels, has increased in that
period by 640,000 tons, and the tonnage in
and out of coasting vessels has increased
by 2.700,000 tons. %Ve have come through,
sir, with our industries well maintained,
with employment very general, and with
an almost total lack of what might be call-
ed want and poverty in this country from
one end to the other.

Let us take, sir, one of the most patent
proofs that our industries have been main-
tained, namely, the imporiing of raw ma-
terials, which form the basis of the work of
our industries. In 1890 wool was imported
to the amiount of 8,905,261 pounds, in 1895 a
slight deerease, the import being 7,750,050
poands. Cotton was imperted to the ex-
tent of 36,635,187 pounds in 1890, and that
had increased to 56,924,286 pounds in 1895.
Of hides $1,712,000 worth were imported in
1890, and $1,950,530 worth in 1895. Gutta
percha and rubber $536,386 worth in 1890,
and $739,916 worth in 1895. Hemp, $774,-
587 in 1890, and $622,396 in 1895. nmber,
$897,903 worth in 1890, which, by the way,
is foreign lumber used in the making of
furniture and cabinet work, and fine work
of al1 kinds, and which increased to $1,485,-
714 worth in 1895. Raw sugar imports have
risen from 162,500,000 pounds in 1890, to
345,500,000 pounds in 1895. So that, as far
as the argument from the imports from raw
material goes, my contention is justified
that the industries of this country have
been well maintained. Not only have the
industries been well maintained, but there
is another indication of progress, namely,
the exports of manufactured articles.

The time has gone by when people can
point the finger of scorn at our exports of
manufactures. It is true they are still com-

aratively small, but they are increasing.
%Vhile in 1890 we exported $5,741,184 in
manufactures, in 1895 we exported §$7,768,-,
875, showing an increase of 30 per cent.
That is the second argument which goes to
show that our industries have been well
mairtained. But we can point also to the
new industriestwhich have been establish-
ed. Look at Hamilton, with its works for
the smelting of iron and steel, on which
$400,000 has recently been expended, where
they have acapacity for working 200 tons
of ore a day, and are now using Canadian
ore manned with Canadian labor. (Ap-
plause.) In British Columbia, tvo,.
there has been a decided advance in
mining work, and the prospects are that in
the not far distance that province will be-
come a hive of industry, so far as the work-
ing of minerals and metals is concerned.
The pig iron industry is progressing. Dur-
ing tge period from 1891 to 1895, there were
193,000 tons smelted, as against 137,000 tons
during the preceding five years. The agri-
cultural interests of the country also show
a gradual, steady and healthy advance.
This is partly due to the fact that the home
market has been increased. The additions
to the urban population from 1890 to 1895
have increase(f the best market the Cana-
dian farmer has for all his products, and
especially for those of a perishable nature.

ut if the home market has developed, so
also has the foreign market, as our exports
prove. The exports of agricultural and
animal products in 1890 represented $37,-
000,00, and in 1895 they were $50,000,000, an
increase of $13,000,000, or 35 per cent. It
may be of interest to note the increase in
several of the leading articles. Of cheese
we exported in 1890 to the value of $9,377,-
212, and in 1895 $14,253,002. Of bgcon in
1890 the exports were $607,495, and in 1895
$3,546,107. Of hams we exported in 1890
$23,000, and in 1895 $260,000. In the same
eriod the exports of apples iucreased from
997,000 to $2,071,000. Wheat and flour
from $910,000 to $6,250,000. Qf horses
we exported in 1890 $1,936,000, and
$1,312.000 in 1895, and it  may
be added that, considering the wonderful
drop in prices, this is a very good showing,
and the fact that the decrease is not much
greater is due to the fact that we are ship-
ing a better class of animals to Great
ritain. During the period named our ex-
ports of sheep increased from $1,274,000 to
$1,624,000, and our exports of cattle from
$6,009,000 to $7,120,000. In these various
branches of industry our foreign trade in
1890 was $22,000,000, whereas in 1895 it was
$36,300,000. Not only has the farmers’ mar-
ket at home and abroad been increased, but
we have saved to him the market in this
country, which was formerly exploited by
the farmers of the United States.

Under the National Policy reasonable
protection is given to agriculture. - For in-
stance, in 1889-90 the Americans sold here
bacon, ham, beef. mutton, pork and lard to
the extent of 33,000,000 pounds. During
1894-5 their sales to Canada were 6,000,000
pounds. Moreover, it must be remembered

new territory has been opened up im

yielded this year from 80,000,000 to 85,000,
000 bushels of wheat. This is but a fore-
runner of the increase which will follow.
Other reasons have contributed to help the
farmer. Better methods have been intro-
duced, and the Dominion, as well as the
Fmvmcos, has assisted the farmer by estab-
ling experimental farms and supplying
information as to the results of experi-
ments, and the most remunerative class
of products. The exports show that min-
ing has increased, In 1890 our exports of
metals reached $4,853,000, and in 1895 they
were $6,983,000, an increase of 43 per cent.
Commerce has been on a better basis. The
failures have been reduced from $18,000,000
to $15,800,000 in the period named, while
the average of failures during the period
was $15,700,000, as against $22,000,000 in the
period from 1874 till 1878. The banking
and financial institutions of the country
have been sound and steady and strong, so
much so as to be a matter of remark in
other countries, where the banking institn-
tions and currency system of Canada have
been noted for their strength and sound-
ness during a period of greatdepression. It
may be said also that the credit of Canada
| is to-day stronger in the London market
{ than in 1890.
| _The Liberal-Conservative party, con-
tinued Mr. Foster, from 1880 to the present
time, has been sedulously careful of the in-
terests of the (Feople, and has upon the
whole remitted an amount of taxation
which cannot be claimed by any other ad-
ministration, certainly in  this country,
and I doubt if it can be, in proportion to
its population, ir any country in the
world. He proceeded to establish this po-
sition by figures, The remission of duties
in 1882 had saved the people $13,454,000 on
tea alone, $677,000 on coffee, and $1,486,000
on tin; or a total of $15,618,000. (Applause.)
The tax on bill stamps, struck off in 1883,
had saved postage “$2,418,000, and on
newspapers $949,000, a total of $3,367,000,
all of which had gone directiy into
the pockets of the people. The re-
mission of the duty “of 50 cents on
anthracite coal in 1887 had relieved
the people from taxation to the amount of
$16,041,355. In 1860 there was a reduction
of ten per cent. on window glass, and fif-
teen per cent. on molasses, which meant
$521,755 saved o the people since that date.
The remission in the sugar duties in 1891
took off $19,851,991, and 1n 1894 there was a
general reduction all alonF the line, which
was estimated to have relieved the people
of this country of taxation to the amount
of $1,5€0,000. Adding all these together,
the people of this country have been re-
lieved of taxation to the amount of $46,-
903,526. (Conservative cheers and Oppo-
sition laughter.) The insincerity of hon.
gentlemen opposite, said Mr. Foster, who
grofess such a great desire to take away the
urdens of the people, is shown to-day by
the laugh and the sneer with which they

Teet the statement that we have taken
46,000,000 of taxation from the people of
this country. (Renewed Opposition laugh-
ter, cheers, and counter-cheering.)

Having again referred to the fact that the
per capita rate of customs taxation was
$3.95 in 1875 and only $3.52 in 1895, Mr.
Foster took up the question of the free list.
In 1874 $47,000,000 of free goods came into
Canada, but under the Liberal administra-
tion the amount fell to $23,0C0,000 in 1879.
From 1880 to 1895 there has been an in-
crease of $26,500,000 on the free list. In
1879 only 30 per. cent. of the imporis for
home consumption were free; in 1895, 42
per cent. were free. (Applause.) Hon.
éentlemen opgosite had said that the re-

uctions of the tariff in 1894 amoeunted to
next to nothing.

. Sir Richard (%artwrighb——Less than noth-

ing. .

§1r. Foster, by way of reply, read a long
list of tariff reauctions in 1894, extending
over the whole range of imports. The rate
on many articles was considerably reduced,
and others were transferred to the free list.
The list occupied several minutes in read-
ing, and would occupy too much space to
be given in this report. Mr. Foster contin-
ue(i: These figures show that in spite of
all that is said to the contrary, there was
an important and significant reduction.
Hon. gentlemen must take into account
this fact, that this reduction in tariff was
made at a time when such a reduction was
accompanied by the greatest difficulties. It
was at a time when prices were loweling in
the United States, Belgium, and in every
great manufacturing country and when hard
times made it necessary for manufacturers
to sell if they could get cash, even if they
sold at cost, or less than cost. It was in
this period of depression and slaughter
prices that we undertook the revision of
the tariff, and I say that, taking all
these things into consiaeration, a remark-
able and straight cut was made in the tar-
iff. The consumers of this country got for
all the years that have passed since a very
great advantage in the remission of taxa-
tion and the consequent cheapness of goods
that has taken place. (Cheers.) rom
1878, when the people of this country by a
large majority gave their verdict for a
change in the fiscal policy of the country,
the Liberal-Conservative party and the
Liberal-Conservative policy have domin-
ated in Canada, and have held the admin-
istration of its atfairs. On the record of
those seventeen years the Conservative
party rest. (Government applause.)

Hon. Mr. Foster continuing his speech
said: Why should they change the fiscal
policy? Was there any reason? (Cries of
““no.””) There was no reason in the record
of the past seventeen years. Was there any
reason jn the lineslaid down by the hon.
gentlemen opposite. They were men of
many political facts, as far as the tariff was
concerned (hear, hear), but men of no set-
tled conviction. (Hear, hear.) The hon.
member from South Oxford (éir Richard
Cartwright) had cleared up all doubts of
his position but two days ago, when he had
reiterated his political beliefs of 1891.

Sir Richard Cartwright—1892.

Mr. Foster—One of his beliefs is that free
trade with the United Statesis of greater
moment to this country than free trade
with all the rest of the world, with the
United States left out.

Sir Richard Cartwright—Hear, hear.

Mr. Foster—No man knows better than
my hon. friend that free trade with the
United States is impossible without dis-
crimination against the rest of the world
(bear, hear), and he himself has stated it
again and again. Everybody knows that
the temper of the United States, evén under
Democratic rule, was far removed from free
trade (hear, hear), and under Republican
rule is still further removed. My hon.
friend, as the financier of the opposition,
launches forth this latest creed as the deter-
mination to get for this count unre-
stricted reciprocity with the United States,
although it Involves discrimination against
the mother country, ard every other coun-
try. (A%plause.) 1 take the latest effusion
of§ the political tariff faith of my hon. friend
who dominates the finances of the oppo-
sition, and shall use 1t before the country
as a lesson that should be carefully pon-
dered.

The tendency of the commercial coun-
tries of the world, he continued, was not
in the direction of freer trade, but of great-
er stringency and more orohibitive tariffs.
To-day the senate of tne United States
had under consideration a bill, which pro-

osed to raise the taxation on all articles
on which it had been slightly lowered .un-
der Democratic administration,.to a pro-
hibitive point against Canada. Was that a
reason why they should change their
policy ? .

Baut, sir, he continued, there is one line
upon which it may be possible, and is, I
believe, right that statesmen in this coun-
try as \vefl as Great Britain, and all the
other colonies of the Empire, should con-
sider and ponder carefully and well, that
is, whether it is not possible for statesman-
ship in the colonies and Great Brit-
ain to bring about Dbetween the
colonies  themselves  and between
the colonies and Great Britain, a
line of action which shall be conducive to

that during these five years a great de 81 Of | the commercialinterests of all. (A pplause.
£ he | He had read in the Nineteenth I&%mury?

West, so that a country of which the pi™0-|not long ago, an article in which the pro-
duction a few years ago was inconsiderabl’

eém was propounded as to whether, in the
event of war, the Empire could feed its
p eople. This he took to be one of the most
efe;nentary problems that statesmen could
devo te their attention to. It was calculated
iw the article that,in case of war, Great
Britain Would need 100,000,000 bushels of
wheut more than what she received from
the Colonics at present. This demand
could be .moye than met, Mr. Foster point-
ed out, by 50.000) Canadian farmers cultivat-
ing 100t acres each and raising 30 bushels to
the acre, which would amount to 150,000,000
bushels. Similarly, other staples could be
supplied by this and other Colonies of the
Empire in the event of war.
. Soall the way through, he concluded, it
is adprublem which only requires time and
good statesmanship to solve, and, as I said
befoie, it is for €anada and Australia and
the other colonies of Great Britain and for
Great Britain, herself, to ponder seriously
and carefully, wi ether or not an arrange-
ment cannot be made which will make the
Empire and its dependencies .sufficient
within themselves to feed the Empire, and
by doing that, add to the force of business
and add to the remunerative production in
each, and what is better and greater than
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all, that, Sir, will make these outlying de-
pendencies of Britain, and Britain itself,
having common interests, common trade
and a common defence, strong and united
to begin that race of Imperial rule and Im-
erial progress, which is, I believe, in store
or the Briton in Canada, the Briton in
Australasia, the Briton in Asia, the Briton
in Africa, and the Briton in the Isles of the
Sea. (Loud and prolonged applause.)

Mr. Foster proceeded to show how the in-

dustrial life olg the country had expanded in
the last ten years. In thatperiod there has
been an increase in the number of estab-
lishments of 29,844, or 51 per cent. (Oppo-
sition laughter.) In the capital invested
the increase has been $188,534,194, or 114 per
cent. (Hear, hear.) In the number of em-
ployes the increase has been 112,930, or 44
per cent.; in wages paid, $40,333,000, or 68
per cent.; in raw material nsed, $176,000,-
000, or 42 per cent.; value of products,
$185,C00,000, or an increase of 5314 per cent.
The same or greater increase had taken
place in the large establishments of more
than $5,000 capital, as had taken place in
the smaller ones. (Hear, here.)
The Conservative party proposes to be
judged on its whole record, and not on any
one particular part of it which the hon.
gentlemen opposite may choose to seize
upon, as may suit their own convenience.
And I have no fear that, if that record is
fairly looked at, the people of the country
at the coming elections will be of the same
mind as they have shown themselves to be
in 1878, 1882, 1887 and in 1891, and will show
themselves to be in favor of a reasonable
policy of protection for the indnstries of
this country.” (Continued applause.)

In the last seventeen years, he continued,
a vigorous public policy has been carried
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out 1n Canada. 1t has shown itself in
facilities for internal communication which
had been carried out. The record of the
Conservative party embraced the building -
and completion ofthe C.P.R., and of many
miles of railways aided by subsidies, more
or less liberal, which had been built
in connection with the great trunk
lines. Not only had these been built
as a part of the Conservative policy, and
against the opposition of the hon. gentle-
men opposite, but in reference to canal im-
provement this same policy appeared, much
valnable work in that connection having
been accomplished, of which he particu-
larly instanced the construction of the
Sault canal, ‘‘a channel of communication,”
as he said, ‘ which apens to us the farthest
of the great lakes without the necessity of
asking the permission of any other people
in the world.” [Cheers.]

So it had been as to lines of communica- |
tion with other countries, which, when
broached to these, had been met with
sneers by the opposition. The line to the
West Indies, as everyone knows, had been
opposed by the leader of the opposition,
and by his party, and yet that line had_ re
sulted in an increasein Canada’s trade with
those islands from $4,000,000 in 1887 to
$8,500,C00 in 1895, an increase of 112 per
cent. [applause], so that to-day the West
Indies took, as to volume of trade, the
fourth or fifth place among the countries
with whom Canada did business. Everyone
knew how the line to China and Japan had
been opposed by those gentlemen, but it
had been carried out in co-operation with
the British government, and had resulted
in a great and beneficial extension of com-
merce. The opposition had fought against
the establishment of a line to Australia,
but it bad been put into operation, and to-
day united Canada and Australia in ever
extending commercial relations. And out
of it had come something more, something
greater; there had sprung from it the In-
tercolonial conference held in Ottawa twoor
three years ago, as a result of whose har-
monious deliberations and resolutions, and
the kindly way in which they had been
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brought to the attention of the British gov-
ernment, they found that government to-
day, asking its ratepayers to join in assist-
ing to build a line of fast steamers to ply
between Canada and the Mother Country.
(Loud applause.) 8o, sir, I say of this line
of steamship communication, we have pur-
sued a vigorous and consistent policy,
which has succeeded. not only commercial-
ly, but has awakened other interests in the
colonies and Great Britain, and which is
drawing them closer together on lines of
mutually helpful enterprise, one co-operat-
ing with the other. (Applause.)

DurgaM, Feb. 4.—At an enthusiastic
meeting of South Grey Conservatives,
Dr. David Jamieson was the unanimous
choice of the party for candidature for
the Commons.
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Vice Chancellor 8ir W. PAGE WooD stated
publicly in court that Dr, J. COLLIS BROWNE
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