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fot the 1P, @b, Fsiv. Gasette,

¢ Church unity is held, and faith's inerease,
By that of gpirit in the bond of peacey
And righteousness of life.; without this tie
Forms are in vain prescribed -to worship by."”
the Rev. C. G;
Priest of the Uniled, §c.
Sia, g

To

However dilagreeable the prefent cor-

refpondence may be to you, I hope it
will edify the public, therefore, agre,f.
ably to my promife, I fhall take the
berty of continuing it, And as you
made‘an unprovoked attack upor every
fociety of Chriftians on this.Ifland, your
own Church extepted, you oughtnot to
be oftended at my undertaking their de-
fence. /

In my letter of the 12¢th ult. I fhewed
that the Church of England is not ez-
clusively the Church of Chrift, it there:
fore remains for you to. prove what you
asserted in your Sermony viz. that it is.
When you have accomplithed this Her-
culean task, you may, if you pleafe, be.
ftow a little attention on the remarks I
fhall make in this and my future com-
munications, in which I hepe to prove,
in oppofition to all your prejudices and
-affertions that every man who underftands
and pradtices Christianity has a right
to teach it, that ordination by Presbytery
is equally as valid as Epifcopal ordina.
tion, and confequently, that thofe who
are thus ordained are fcripturally autho-

 rifed to preach the gofpel and administer
the Sacraments, that by attending a |

Methodist Chapel, or a diffenting “place

of worfhip we are not guilty of the fin"

of {chi{m, that every man has an unalien.
able right to judge forlimfelf in reli.
gious matters, and that to rail againt,
~or to perfecate thofe who do fo, is un-
reafonable, unjuft, and unfcriptural.

As you have attempted to unchris-
tianize the Preshyterians, Independents
and Methodifts, becaufe their Minifters

“are not Epifcopally ordained, it is (uffi
ciently obvious that you deny the right
to officiate as Chriftian Ministers, of all
who are not ordained by the impofition
of the Hands of a bifhop, according to
the rites of the Church of England, by
autharity received in regular fucceffion
from the Apostles, :

This being the cafe, it fhall be my bu-
nefgini‘the prefent letter.to prove, that

every man who underftands and practices

Chriftianity bas a right to teach'it; and

you, Sir, cannot.deny it without directly™

. eppofing reafon and fcriptyre. “Has not

-every Chriftian parent a right to teach
religion to his children? Is ‘not every
god-father and every god-mother fricly
charged by the- Church of England
¢ chiefly to provide that the child which

_has been baptifed may learn—the creed,

_the Lord’s prayer and the ten command-
‘ments, in the valgar tongue, and all
other things which a Chriftiin ought to

- know and believe to his foul’s health,

and that this child may be virtuoufly
brought up to lead a good Chriftian
life” 2 And what can a bithep teach
more than this? Hag not every Chriflian
. mafter a right ta teach religion to his
domeftics 2 Has not every Chriftian

{choolmafter a right to teach religion to

the children committed to his care?
Why do. the bifhops and clergy exert
themfelves fo much for. the ereétion of
National Schools ? -Is it not that the
children of the poor may be taught the
religion of the Church itfelf by laymen ?

May not any good man adminifter the _

confolations of religion to a fick or dying
neighbour ? Is it not lawful for Chris.
tians.to converfe on religious fubjecs,
and thus mutually to teach each other
in the little circle of their frignds ? May
not a chriftian tell all that he knows of
religion to a few of his neighbours who
defire to hear him? And-may not that
few, without the breach of any law of -
God; be increafed to a few hundreds ?
If we turn to the Scriptures we fhall
find fufficient proof of the truth of my
aflertion.. When Eldad and Medad
were prophefying .in the. camp, "and
Jofhua went in and faid * my lord
Mofes forbid them,” what did Mofes
anfwer # ¢ Fnvieft thou for my fake ?
Would God that all the Lord’s people
were prophets, and that the [l.ord
would put his {pirit upor them,” ¢ Let
us hold faft the profeflion “of our faith
without wavering ; and let us confider
one another to provoke unto love and to
good works : not forfaking the aflfem.
bling of ourfelves together, as the man-
ner of fome is, but exhorling one another
and fo much the more, as you fee the
day approaching.” Thus db the facred
fcriptures aflert the right of every goed
man to teach religion to as many as will
hear. And thus, Sir, the fubje® has
generally been underftood. © The feribes
of old; who were the grdinary preachers

| among the Jews, were not priefts ; they .
~ were not better than laymen,  Yea,

many of them were incapable of the
priefflibod, being of the tribe of Simeon, .
not of Levi. If we come to later times :
was Mr. Calvin ordained? Was he
either prieft or deacon? And were not
moft of thofe whom it pleafed God to
employ in promoting the reformation in
Europe, laymenalfo ? Could that great
work have been promoted at all in many
places, if laymen had not preached 7
And yet how feldom do the very papifts
urge this as an obje&ion againft the re-
formation ? Nay, as rigorous as they
are in things of this kind, they them-

felves appoint, in fome of their fricteft -

orders, that, if any lay.brother believes
himfelf called of God to preach as a
Miffionary, the fuperior of the-order,
being informed thereof, fhall immediate-
ly fend him away- In all Proteftant

churches it is fill more evident, that or-
“dination is not held as a neceflary pre-
requifite of preaching: for in_Sweden,
| in Germany, in Holland, and T believe in_
every reformed Church, it is not only

permitted, but required, that before any
one is ordained, (before he is admitted
even into deacon’s orders, wherever the
diftin®ion between priefts and deacons is.
retained) he fhould publicly preach a
year, or more, ad probandwm facultatem,
and for this practice, they believe they
have an exprefs command of God : * Let

them firft be proved : then let them ufe

the office of

blamelefs.”
Now, Sir, whatever you ‘may think i¢
appears very evident to me, that every
man who wunderftands and pra&ices
chriftianity has, under God, a right to
teach it toas many as are willingto learn,
But do not mifunderftand me., As in
civil fociety many natoral rights are 1.
crificed to the good order of the commu.
nity, fo in the Church of Chrift, it js
neceffary for the good government of
the whole, that the exercife of this right
fhould come under fome reftriions and
regulations. Therefore, though every
good man if he poflefles ability +has 2
right to teach religion to thofe who are
willing to receive his inftruions, the
perfons who are wholly devoted to the
work of the miniftry ought to be regu.
larly induéted into the facred office,
But, Sir, who are regularly and ferip.
turally fet apart to the work of the
miniftry ?> You fay thofe who have been
Episcopally ordained and no others. 1
am of a different opinion, and in another
letter fhall endeavour to prove, that
presbyters and bifhops were one and the
fame order . in the apoftolic church, thag
ordination by presbytery is as valid (I do
not {ay more, for I am not a bigot in
‘this matter)as epilcopal ordination, and
that thofe who are thus ordained, are as
feripturally qualified to perform the duty
of Chriftian Minifters, as the Re&or of

George-Town. In the mean time,

I remain yours, &c. :

3 Vinpex,
. P.S. I underftand you with to make *
1t appear that the Church of England and
not yaur illiberal affertions is the object
_of my attack, I aflure . you,~Sir, you
labour ynder @ great_miftake. 1 told
you in my laft that- 1 ¥hcerely foved the
Church, and perhaps you will give me
credit for the truth of my aflertion when
I tell you, that'l was dedicated to God
at her font, that I cordially be-
lieve her dod&rines, that I admire her
liturgy as the best human composition -in
the world, and have frequently celebra.
ted the death-of the Redeemer at her
altar; It is not the Church of England
you have now ‘to defend. It is your
own declaration, that the is the Church
of Chrift, to the exclufion of all other
religious focieties, and that none, except
her own Minifters have any right to
preach the gofpel or adminifter the facra-

ments. Thefe requiré your {upport,
not-the Church of %ffghn’ﬂ; T

a dgacon, being* found ;i

~ Notice.

LL Peifons indebted to the Eftate of the late James
SmitH, Plymputh, deceafed, are requefied to make -
immediate payment to the Subfcribers,and all pgrfons to whom
faid Efiate ftands indebted to, are requefied to .fend their
Accounts duly attefted within Eighteen Calendar Months te

1 RosExT Hopcsow, Efq. Atiorney, for adjuftment,

Duncan MKay,
Y- N. Le Page,—

Charlotte-Town, September 25th, 1820, -

Notice.

LL Perfons having legal demand again@the Efate of the

late James CurTis, Efq. of Cove-Head, decealed, are

requefted to render théir Accounts' duly attefed within Nine

Maqths from the date hereof; and all thofe indebted to the
fai te are requeiied (6 make immediate payment to

John M<Gregor,

Attorney fer the Exccwtriz.

§ Executore.

Charlotte-Town, May 22d, 1820,
)




