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NOT ON THE TIME TABLE.

The Curious Reason For Which a
Train Was Side Tracked.

In the rarefied atmosphere of the
high tablelands of Mexico ebjects that
are really a long way off appear to be
close at hand. This has led to many
ludicrous mistakes on the part of tour-
ists, and even on the part of those hav-
in;: a knowledge of the peculiarity of
the country.

The Mexican Central railroad has a

tange:t (section of track in which
there is no curve) that is said to be the
longest in the world. It is over 60
miles in length, and a locomotive head-
light can be seen, of course, for a very
long distance.
i One evening a train rounded the
ieurve approaching this tangent, and
as it entered on the straight track its
‘brakes suddenly began to grind. It
isoon came to a standstill, and the con-
iductor, fearing that an accident had
:befallen the engine, hurried forward,
iand was shown by the engineer a light
that was twinkling and dancing on the
track directly ahead.

“A headlight, sure,” the engineer
said. “Must be an extra and the dis-
patchers have overlooked it, for orders
do not mention it "

“Guess you are c¢ight,” the conductor
replied, “but I never knew the dis-
patchers to be so careless before. Any-
where but on this tangent there would
have been a collision and somebody
killed. We’d better move ahead slowly
to the next side track. We can't tell just
how near that train may be, and we
will wait for it to pass us there.”

They reached the side track in safety,
and, drawing in on it, awaited the
coming of the other train. Half an
hour passed, and the engineer was
fuming, wondering how much longer
he was to be delayed, when the con-
ductor called him to step ont to the
main line.

“What do you think of that head-
light, now?’ he asked, when the engi-
neer had joined him. ‘‘Seems to have
got clear up and off the road.”

The engineer gazed at the twinkling
light, then, “Venus, by Jupiter!” he ex-
claimed. “Billy, we've side tracked to
let a star go by, or my name’s not
Smith!”—Youth's Companion.

An Illustrious Nevwshoy.

The guests at my table at the lunch-
eon were Professors Gneist and Hoff-
man and Von Bunsen. While thus re-
freshing ourselves, both physically and
mentally, Hoffman told the following
istory of Faraday, whom he had known
ivery Intimately. They were walking
fone day together through the streets of
i London, where both were then profess-
?ors. when Faraday stopped a news-
‘boy and bought a paper. Hoffman ask-
ed him why, with his bouse supplied
regularly with all the papers he need-
ed, he stopped to buy a paper from a
boy in the street. Faraday replied, “1
was once a newsboy myself and sold
papers on the street.”—John Bigelow's
Recollections in Century.

Surgical Operations
as a Cure for Piles. ..

Are Painful, Expensive and Dangerous
—The Only Certain Cure is Dr. Chase’s
Ointment.

Besides the acute misery produced by the
ftching and burning of piles, this horrible disease
Is the more dreaded because a surgical operation
Is commonly considered the only effective cure.

Fortunately this isa mistaken idea, for phy-
igicians have learned to use Dr. Chase’s Ointment

iinstead of applying the knife, not only because it
iis less expensive and less risky, but also because
:Itis a more effective cure.

: It frequently happens that after people have
i endured the torture of piles for years and sub-
i mitted to operations, that they are finally cured
ipy Dr. Chase’s Ointment, the only guaranteed
eure.

Among persons operated on for piles and
afterwards cured by Dr. Chase's Ointment we
would mention Rev J. A, Baldwin, of Arkona,
Ont., H. H. Sutherland, Truro, N.8., and W,
D. Thornton, Calgary, NW.T.

Dr. Chase's Ointment truly works wonders for
It positively cures the worst cases of blind, itch-
ing. bleeding and protruding piles and all
ftching skin diseases. 6oc. a box at all dealers,
or EDMANSON, BA1Es & Co., Toronto.

For bronchitis, croup, coughs, colds and
asthma no remedy can be compared to Dr.
Chase's Syrup of Linseed and Turpentine. 12
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We guarantee that these

Plasters will relieve
pain quicker than any
other, Put up only in

5¢, tin boxes and $1.00
yard rofls. ‘The latter
alfows you to cut the
Plasier any size.
Every family
should have
ready for an emer=
gency.

DAVIS & LAWRENCE CO.,
LIMITED, BECHTREAL
Beware of imitations

THEBOERS REPULSED.

After Hours of Fighting in Des-
nerate Attack Upon Ladysmith

THE GARRISON HARD PRESSED.

Gen. Buller Moves All His Available
Forces te the Fromt—The Boers Huve

Taken

Loses 70 of His Men Who Were

Captured—Another German

Kuruman — Gen. Freuch

Steamer Captured
ILondon, Jan. 8. —
The DBritish is at
with a critical moment in the cam-
paign. It may safely be said that
at no previous time has therec been
such anxious hours of suspense as
will be passed through until the ar-

(4.50 am.) —
last face to face

rival of further news regarding the
fate of Ladysmith.
Joubert vhoucht He Was Safe.

Little doubt remains as to the
meaning of the Doer attack. A des-
patch from the Doer camp at Colen-
s0, dated Thursday list, and sent by
way of Lorenzo vues, mentions
that a thunde +d turned the
dry ravines i ts and flood-
1 the Tuge! 'ess  General
Joubert felt secured a
couple of days " he could
attack Ladys: aut interfer-
ence from Gene cr, and who,
even if he decidec t attempt to re-

liecve the town, would probably ()('-l
cupy three days in reaching it by
even a victorious advance.

Another Division to be Sent.

The War Oflice has decided upon
immediate steps for sending  an
eighth infantry division to South
Africa. Some of the regiments for
the division will be taken from Gib-
raltar and Malta. They will be re-
rlaced by militia.

Seizures Right at Homae.

It is asserted that the customs au-
thorities on the River Thames have
detained two outgoing steamers and
seized two large guns and six Max-
ims, packed in piano cs intended
for the Transvaal. It is also said
a quantity of food stuffs on another
vessel have been seized.

LADYSMITH IN DIRE STRAITS.
White Heliographed, '‘Attack Re-
newed, Very Hard Pressed.’’

Gen.

TLondon, Jan.
wired the War Oflice the
dated Jan. 6, from

The following
from Gen. White at
p.m. to-day:

“Jan. 6.—11 a.m.)—Attack
tinues, and enrmy has bheen
forced from the south.’

“The following was received at 4
this afternoon from Gen. White:

“rJan. 6.—(12.45 p.m.)—Have
beaten enemy off at present, but they
are still around me in great num-
bers, especially to the south, and I
think renewed attack very probable.’

Buller has
following,
Frere Camp
message  received
Ladysmith at 1

8.—Gen.

con-
rein-

“The sun has failed and T cannot
get further information from lLady-
smith until to-morrow.”’

Gen Buller  sends the following
from Irere Camp, dated to-day:
“This from White, dated Saturday,
3.15 p.m.: ‘Attack  renewed. Very
hard pressed.”

“I have absolutcly no news, and
there is no sun. There is a camp
rumor that White defeated the enemy
at 5 this afternoon and took 400
prisoners.

1 sent all available troops yester-

demonstration at
trenches were all oc-
enemy."’

make a
The
the

day to
Colenso.
cupied by

FIERCE FIGHTING.

Two RNegiments Repuised the Doers at
the Point of the Bayonot.

A special  despatch from Frere
Camp, dated Saturday, Jan. 6, 7.30
p.-m., says ““Gen. White heliographs

that he defeated the Boers this morn-

ing. They crept up so close to the
defending  forces that the Gordon
Highlanders and the Manchesters ac-

tually repulsed them at the point of
the bayonet.”

A despateh to The
from Frere Camp says:
bombardment of Ladysmith was

Daily Chronicle
“‘Saturday's
the

heaviest yet recorded.  All the heavy
guns were working and the Boers
seemed to be pouring in shell from
every available lighter gun.”’

The Daily Telc i\ph has the fol-
lowing from Frere Camp, dated Sat-
urday, Jan. 6, 10.35 a.n. “A very
heavy hombardment went on at
Ladysmith from daybreak until 8
this morning. It is believed that
an action was in progress for mus-
ketry fire was also heard It is pos-

sible the garrison was making a sor-

tie, for the Boers at Colenso hurried-
ly left their trenches and rode to-
ward Ladysmith.

Buller Yioves Forward.

““Our big naval gun at Chieveley
Camp fired several rounds at the
enemy as they were leaving their Col-
enso  lines Gen. Buller has ridden
on to Chieveley with his stafl.”’

BRITISH ATTACKING COLENSO.

Gen. Clery’s Division Again in Action—

Heavy Fighting.

I.ondon, Jan. 8. — A special des-
patch from Frere Camp, dated Satur-
day, Jan. 6, 7 p.m., says Lo .y AL
o'clock this afternoon, the whole of

| Gen. Clery’s division marched out of
camp to attack Colenso Gen. Hild-
yvard's brigade was on the left and
Gen. Barton’'s on the right, with cav-
alry on the extreme right. The at-
tack was slowly developed and at
4.30 the British field guns advanced
on the centre and commenced shel-
ling the Boer position on the flat
land between Umbulwano Hill  and
Fort Wylie. About this time a
heavy thunderstorm raged over the
enemy’s positions.

““At 5.30 our troops were still
advancing and reached a point very
near Colenso. The naval 4.7 and

fleld guns were busily dropping shell
into the enemy’s {renches along the

river, and the forts of the enemy had
made no reply.”

Heavy Fighting at Close Range,

The Daily Mail has the following
dated Jan. 6, at noon, from Frere
Camp: ““At 3 o’clock this morning
very heavy fighting began at
Ladysmith. It lasted fully four
hours and must have meant either a
sortie by the British or a determined
attack on the garrison by the Boers.
Our shells could be scen falling on
Umbulwano Hill, and the enemy
were replying

““Beside the cannon reports there
was sounds, ijndicating smaller pieces
of artillery in action. The fighting
must have been at closer range than
has been the case up to now.

““Our naval guns at Chieveley sent
their usual fire into the Boer tenches
there, but there has been no further
movement here.”

TO ASSASSINATE RO

An Armed Man on Board the Duunotar
Castle Put Off at Gibraitar

Lnnrlnn. Jan. 8. —J.etters just re-
ceived say that there was 1;0 doubt
that a Boer syvmpathizer aboard the
Dunnotar Castle, on which Gen. Lord
Roberts sailed, was ready to attempt
to assussinate the commander-in-
His actions in lounzing
around the general’s cabin led to an
investigation, and the man was
placed in irons after a revolver had
been taken from him. He was turn-
ed over to the authorities at Gibral-
tar.

70 WERE CAPTURED,

Serious Accident to u Part of the Force
of General French.

London, Jan. 8 —The War Office
publishes the following despatch from
General IForestier-Walker, command-
ing at Cape Town:

“‘Gen. French reports, under date
of Jan. 6: ‘The situation is much the
same as yesterday, but I regret to
report that a serious accident has
Phappened to the First Battalion of
the Suffolk Regiment.’

“From news just to hand from
them, I gather that, with the au-
thority and with the knowledge of
General French, four companies of

the First Dattalion advanced by
night against a low hill one mile
from their camip. They attacked at
dawn. Lieut.-Ccl. Watson, com-
manding, gave orders to charge. He

was at once wounded. Orders for re-
tirement, were given,
““Three-quarters of the force re-
treated to camp. The remainder held
their ground until they were over-
powered by greater numbers, when
they surrendered. Seventy were tak-
en prisoners, including seven officers.

““General French reports that  the
Boer commando which made the at-
tack on Jan. 4 lost 50 killed, be-
sides wounded and prisoners. The

commando was dispersed.”’
Ladygrey Deserted.

Cape Town, Jan. 8. — A
from Herschel, Cape Colony, reports
that Ladygrey has been deserted by
the Boers, whose families will go to
the Orange Free State. The Boers,
according to this despatch, are con-
structing entrenchments Letween
Ladygrey and Barkley West.

Boers Captured Kurumuan.

Pretoria, Thursday, Jan 4.—(Via
l.orenzo Marques.) — Field Cornet
Visser, under date of Tuesday, Jan.
2, reports as follows from Kuruman,
British Bechuanaland:

“I commenced a bombardment of
Kuruman yesterday (Maonday) morn-
ing, aiming at the police barracks.
The fight lasted until 6 o’clock in the
evening, when the garrison surren-
dered, issuing from the forts and
yiclding up arms.

“We took 120 prisoners, including
Capt. Bates and Capt. Dennison, Mr.
ITilliard, the magistrate, and cight
other officers. We also captured 70
natives, together with a number of
rifles and revolvers and a quantity
of ammunition.”’

Lord Edward Cecil Has Fever.

London, Jan. 8.—1Tt is stated that
Lord Edward Cecil, a son of the Mar-
quis of Salisbury, is ill of a fever in
the hospital at Mafeking. A report
from Boer sources about a week ago
stated that he had been wounded.

The Herzog at Durban

Durban, Jan, R, — The German
steamer Herzog has been seized by a
British warship and brought to thig
port.

despatch

Lord Ava Wounded.

I.ondon, Jan. 8.—According to a
private telegram reccived in TLondon,
Loord Ava, son of the Marquis of Duf-
ferin  and Ava., was dangerously
wounded in the thigh during a recent
assault on Ladysmith.

THE BOER DETAILS.

Fifteen British Were Wounded and Dor-
drecht was Evacuated,

l.orenzo Marquez, Thursday, Jan.
4. — A despateh from the Boer head-
quarters near Dordrecht says:

“I'he British have been compelled
to retreat from Dordrecht ghting
continues around Colesberg, where
the British occupy some of the out-
kopMes Bullets are dropping
the town.

Fifteen British Wounded

“Fifteen British were. wounded.
They are being attended by us with
the help of Dr. DBearne, an English
physician. The horses, oxen, meal-
ies and flour taken from the prisoners
have been s'nt to Pretoria by way
of Vryburg.”

Dundonald is at Work.

L.ondon, Jan. 8. — A despatch to
The Daily Telegraph from  IFrere
camp, dated Friday, Jan. 5,
““There has been firing to-day at
Ladysmith and at Colenso. A strong
cavalry reconnaisance under TLord
Dundonald proceeded westward this
morning toward Springfield, where
firing is proceeding. There is a
vival of the report that the Boers
are short of provisions.  General
Buller’'s army is eager for the ad-
vance.

side
inside

says

re-

Something Up at Santo Domingo.
St. Thomas, D.W.I., Jan. 8.-—The
Trench flagship Cecille has gone to
Santo Domingo. it is reported sha
was called there hurriedly by cable.
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HUMAN BRAIN CELLS.

THEY REFUSE TO WORK UNDER TOO
HIGH A PRESSURE.

Put on Too Much Steam and These
Minute Organisms Go on Strike.
Why Men Go Crazy or Decome Ab-
sentminded.

Keeping pace with scientific thought
and progress certain problems which
in the past have been shelved for want
of light being thrown upon them have
been taken up again one by one to un-
dergo further examination by the aid
of improved science.

The newest revelation in this direc-
tion tends to the science of the mind
and includes the following problems:

Why does a man act gueerly when |

he is intoxicated?

Why is a man absentminded on oc-
caslons?

Why does a man sometimes become
violently insane, often a dangerous,
raving lunatic?

Such questions as these have puzzled
our immediate fathers, who have hard-
ly ever satisfactorily explained them
away or indeed thrown much reliable
light upon them. The human brain is
composed of cells, and each cell is a
simple bit of nerve substance, from
one end of which, like an octopus,
spring a number of tentacles, while
from another part arises an arm df-
ferent from them and of great lengih.
The long arm is intended for trans-
mitting impressions from one portion
of the brain system to another, it be-
ing made to touch the tentacles or
short arms of the next one to it, the
latter in its turn effecting contact with
a third cell, and so on.

Thus a message Is conveyed and the
mind gets its news. The entire brain
is made up of these cells, whose num-
ber is legion and whose full strength
is grouped In systems, these systems
in turn being arranged in communi-
ties, the communities In clusters and
finally the clusters in constellations,
by which divisions they are known to
physiologists.

So long as the mind is in a healthy
condition each little cell, or brain oc-
topus, attends to its business faithful-
ly and gives no trouble. but as man
generally is an animal who usually re:
fuses to live the life spanned out by
nature and adopts instead the life laid
down by the modern artificial process
of living, instituted forsooth by civi-
lization, mental disturbances frequent-
ly arise through the brain becoming
abused in various ways, from over-
work and alcohol principally.

Your octopuslike brain cell is a liv-
ing little thing, and it can endure a
great deal of abuse from you, but if
you should go a little too far it rebels
and refuses to work any longer by
breaking contact with its companion
cells, which It can do by withdrawing
its long arm and getting itself out of
circuit. But this rebellion is conduct-
ed by whole groups of cells acting to-
gether in full harmony.

Now, the object of this *“'strike” Is
simply to avoid overwork, for each
tiny cell has stored within its minute
space only a certain amount of energy,
but if you put on the high pressure
this is easily consumed by the opera-
tion of the brain, and the organism
breaks down from exhaustion. Now,
take the first of the problems just
stated. When a person takes too much
to drink, the cell* in those patches of
the brain that : responsible for the
conduct of m tinr movement be-
come affected wrd the man staggers.

When the dcse is very large, the
cells, which, although stupefied. have
tried to keep their master on his legs,
now cease working. and the man sleeps
like one dead. [IMinally, if more than
enough of alcoholic drink be taken,
the effect on the cells is to paralyze
them, and the unfortunate man dies.

There is some relation between ex-
traordinary activity of the mind and
insanity. Geniuses are apt to exhibit
symptoms of mental alienation, and,
singular to relate, their children are
usually inferior to those of average
men.

For instance, not to go out of Iing-
land for example, Cromwell was a
hypochondraic and had visions. Dean
Swift inherited insanity and was him-
self not a little mad, Shelley was call
ed by his friends *“Mad Shelley/
Charles Lamb went crazy, Johnson
was another hypochondriae, Coleridge
was a morbid maniae, Milton was of a
morbid turn of mind, nearly approach-
ing insanity (modern ideas of hades
are largely formed on the description

evolved by his diseased imagination),
and Byron said he was visited by
ghosts.

This mental alienation occurring in
the foregoing cases shows that cer-
tain specific groups of brain cells have
come under the baneful influence of
the guiding spirit called talent or
genius, which has used up all the en-
ergy stored in each cell and each group
of cells, to the detriment of the whole,
with the result that their ceasing work
has brought about various types of
insanity as depicted or, to phrase it
more softly, induced disturbance of
the mental equilibrium.

The remaining problem is absent-
mindedness. This is produced by a
temporary disjunction of certain
groups of cells. A man becomes so

| absorbed in his study of some partic-

ular subject and lends his whole
mind to thought that the hard think-
ing disorganizes the groups of cells
employed in the process of reflection,
their tentacles being turpned all one
way. to the detriment of mental ac-
tion generally, and so the man with
the tentacles of his brain cells turned
in the one direction passes along the
gtreets lost to all observation or mental
inception and does all manner of queer
things because he Is not conscious of
what he is doing.—Pearson’s Maga-
zine.

CLEVER, BUT SOULLESS.

One Woman’s New Way In Which to
Pay Social Debts.

“I don’t know much of the ways of
fashionable people,” said a young phy-
sician not long ago, “for I am not in
society, but if many society women are
like one I know here in town I think
I'm safer to be out of it. It was not
this season, but it wasn’t so long ago
but that plenty of people can remem-
ber the circumstances. I had among
my patients an elderly woman who
lived with the daughter’s family. The
daughter lived, if not beyond her
means, at least up to the very edge,
went out a great deal and was enter-
tained a great deal.

“The mother fell sick with a com-
plaint which I knew would prove fatal.
1 did not inform the family till one
day the daughter asked me to tell her
frankly what her mother’s condition
was and just how long she could live.
I told her that the old lady could not
possibly last more than a fortnight.
She begged me not to let anybody
know how serious the case was. She
didn’t want her young daughters dis-
tressed, she said.

“Of course I told nobody, and just a
week after that I read in the papers
that Mrs. Dash, the daughter of my dy-
ing patient, had sent out invitations
for a large dancing party, to be given
on an evening a fortnight away. My
patient did not live as long as I had
expected. The day after she died I
read in the papers that ‘owing to the
sudden death of her mother Mrs. Dash
had been compelled to recall her invi-
tations.

“She had never intended to give a
ball. She could not have afforded it,
and she ‘bluffed.’ I have cold shivers
every time I see her.”—Cleveland Plain
Dealer.

AN EXCITING LIFE.

Why the Chicago Girl’'s Brown Hair
Turned Golden Hued.

“Gosh, Marier, but that wuz a close
shave!” exclaimed Uncle Eben as he
dragged his worthy spouse out of the
way of a street car that was yet 20 feet
away. “This yer Chicago life is 'nough
to make a man’s b’ar turn gray.”

“Turn gray!” snarled his wife.
“'Twouldn’t be so bad ef thet wuz all
it done. It’s decent and respectable to
have gray ha'r, but when it comes to
makin a poor young gal’s ha'r turn
yaller jist on account of the excitement
uv all these cars an railroads on stilts
an howlin people then’s when I say it's
a sin to hev sich big cities. I'm a-goin
right out to 'Liza Jane’s house, ef I kin
ever find it, an stay right in it till we
leave Chicago.”

“How do you know it makes people’s
ha’'r turn yaller?’ asked Uncle Eben.
“I ain’t never hearn tell of ennything
of that kind.”

“Well, I see it with my own eyes—
leastwise I see it turn brown agin after

the poor dears wuz rested all summer '

in the country. You know them four
gals what staid all summer over at
Cousin Ellen’s? When they fust come,
thev’d biz brown eyves an fa'r complex-

R i i———————— ]
s 8D right yaller ha’'r. Purty soom
one of 'emn’s ha'r begin to get

o In spots, an before the sum-
streakea
mer wuz 5 1€ they all l,md rlqh brown
ha'r. Then . AStone of ’em what made
thelr Ba'e tars: brown, an she sniq 'it
Wiz alla’s broswh but that the excitin
life sife’d been Livi '8 Chicago, whar
she had to act in a the. e (;;sry 'nlght,
made it turn yaller. qurn ng. She
looked so much better at th,” €0d of the
summer that I hate to thina of he:
comin back to this great, wicked _clty.
—Chicago Journal.
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Even the cough of early
consumption is cured.
And, later on, when the
disease is firmly fixed,
you can bring rest and
comfort in every case.

A 25 cent bottle will
cure new coughs and
colds; the 50 centsize is
better for settled coughs
of bronchitis and weak
lungs; the one dollar size
is more economical for
chronic cases and con-
sumption. It’s the size

you should keepon hand.

¢ All families ought to be on the
watch for sudden attacks of croup
oracute lung troubles, Every coun-
try home in the land should kee
Cherry Pectoral constantly on han
to provide against an emergency.”

JosIAH G. WIiLL1s, M.D.,

Dec. 14, 15898, Holland, Mich,
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SERVICE STORE

Is now in full swing.
No murmur of Dissatisfaction from any source.

“NE—

A Pew Pointers

As Indicators of What is Meant by Clearing Sale.

Come to us for anything wanted,

The assortment is unbroken.

Nothing escapes the clearing out price,

DRESS GOODS—ALI black Dress Goods 20 per cent.,
All fancy Dress Goods 25 per cent.,

ofl.
off,

Mantles. 81.00 for 82.50 - $6 50 for §4 00; 89 CO for £6.00.

Prints (

crum’s Best) 1,375 vards ; 124c, for 10c : 44 pivees, 10 &

ey for 8°

.\Hilinv;j\'”T:') Walking and Rough Rider Hats, 39¢
Blankets—$3.00 for 2 25: 85 for $4 15; $7.20 for §6

Men's Far Coats—$20 for 15:

$22 50 for 16.50; $25 00 for 19 50; $36.50 for 30.

Men's ]."m‘ Caps—&10 for 7 00; $8.00 for $5 50 ; €5 00 for 83.50
Liadies’ Fur Collarettes—$4 50 for 3 25; 89 for 7 00; $16 50 for §13; $20 for $16
Men's Overcoats —§12 50 for 8 50: Tweed Overcoats, $3 00

Men's Suits—One Lot $6.50 to 8 50. for $4 98
5 for 50¢; 2 pieces, 50c.
for 25 cents ; 1piece 25¢

Carpets—Two pieces

piece, 35c.
Floor Oil Cloth—1 yard wide,
Lincoleum—Two yards wide,

$10 for $7.50
for 35¢., 2 pisces, 30 for 20¢ ; 1
for 18c. %

20c: 2 yards 40c.
$1.00 for THe

A & R . Atkinson

The United Service Store, Bingham Block, Aylmer.

lis Mother-il
11S MOt

“ You've come, have you
pother-in-law, in a deep v
tood on the threshold gril
ng me with eyes that shon
reenish-blue gooseberries,
pectacles. For such moder
yeglasses were as unsul
mother-in-law’s fine Roma
point-lace collar would be ti
de Milo. I could feel her g
trate to the very marrow o
and yet I contrived to ke
front as I stood facing h

It was rather a curious ¢
My mother-in-law had no
idea who I was. I had che
tended to take her by su
now that the eventful mom
rived, my courage, like t
Acres, was oozing out at
my fingers.

My name is Richard Dal
then just twenty-one, with
was not absolutely ugly, a
dacity, and pockets not |
well lined, and I had just
ed myself by running av
pretty girl from boarding

“ But, Dick,” she had re:
“ we have nothing to live

“Don’'t be a goose, da
been my reply. * What do
to live on¢ All the wan
world, more or less, are £
crust of bread and a glas
three times a day, and no)
a suit of clothes—we must
deed, if we can’t manage
that.” =

Nettie had looked favorak
and acquiesced to my arg
had taken board at the Ang
tel, and began our honeymc
At the end of a month mil
become a little importunc
subject of his bill, and Net
or had written u letter to |
ing that she wanted nothin
to do with us. We had ma
bed, she signified, and now
lie on it.

“Oh, Dick!” cried Netti
her hands, ““ what are we t

“Hanged if I know!”
rather blank response. * Bi
darling, I'll go and see ht

“You, Dick?$”

“I, myself I"

“ She’'ll have nothing to s

“She can't help herself.

“ She'll turn you out of

“We'll see about that.”

“ But, Dick, you don't
pan’t have any 1dea how t
is," sighed Nettie.

*“St. George conquered t
my love,” I asserted cheerf
! mean to conquer your 1}

ack my valise, there's a d
‘Il be off before the land
back.”

‘“ But, Dick, if he's trouble
can I say to him ?' appeale
tle frightened Nettie.

“Tell him I've gone out of
shall be back in a few da;
sonfidently.

But valiantly as I spoke
lal sensations by no means ¢
»d with this bold part. I
ning dimly to realize what
wise step I had taken anc
suaded poor Nettie to take.

And I was secretly maki
mind that if Nettie's moth
Yo receive us, I would ship
lo sea as second mate or th
sr something of that sort,
wdvanced wages to my poor
ind cominence the world ove
this irregular fashion.

But when I walked resolu
my mother-in-law’s door sl
me as if T had been expect
last week.

“You've' come, have you,
salutation.
“ Well,

ome."”

“What on earth detained
ihe.

In my mind I cast abou
jay, and settled on the first
sxcuse that came into my

“The train was delayed
town,” said I.

“Well, come in, now tl
here,” said she, “and get v
awful cold weather for th
year, isn’'t it 2"

“Yes,” said I,
aod

“Let me see,” said my |
law, as she took a steaming
aam and eggs out of the ove
»d a shining coffee-pot from
‘how old are you 7.

“ One-and-twenty,” said I.

“Do you think,” said she,
feeling of her chin, “ that yo
to take care of the place?
rro:\l deal to do, you know,
ike this. Do you think you
the work ?"

“Of course I think so0,” sa
dering what on earth my 1
law meant.

yes,” I admitte

with an

Oh, yes,” said I, swallowir
coffee and winking my eyes
“I'm married.”

“Can your wife make he
erally useful about the plac
ly demanded the old lady.

“Certainly she can,” said
ning vaguely to see my wa;
the mists of perplexity that
tofore obscured my brain.

“How old is she ¢’ asked !
tin.

‘' Eighteen,” T answered.

Mrs. Martin frowned.

' What does possess girls te
ried nowadays,” said she, ** be
‘re left off dolls and patehy

I looked thoughtfully dow
pattern of my plate—a pink
crossing a carmine bridge
very red willows drooping a
end of it, and some impossib]
of water below—and made
answer.

My mother-in-law was dc
laboring under a misapprehe;
I diAd not exactly see that il
business to set her right. Sh
dently engaged a steward,
it for granted that I was the 1
in question.

“What can you do%’ she ;
ruptly.

And with equal curtness I
ed: “ Anything.”

“ Corae, I like that,” said 1
er-in-Aaw. rubbing her hands.



