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Relieving the Burden
of Taxation

The Chancellor of the Excheq-
uér in delivering his Budget
speech declared that an Eéon-
omy Committee was to be given
the task of cutting £10,000,000
each year progressively off the
expenditure of the Government
Departments.

This expenditure at present is
about £800,000,000 as compared
with £197,000,000 at the com-
mencement of the war. Since
that year the amount raised
by direct taxation has in-
creased from £3 11s. to
£15 18s. per head of popu-
lation. While these sums may
not particularly impress the
reader, the more than ~“four-
fold increase shows clearly that
when the burden is referred to
as overwhelming, the expression
can by no means be regarded as
2 figure of speech.

*tion' of the
' which nigittly colects at the corner

In Newfoundland in 1914-15
expenditure was $4,008,623. In
1923-24 it amounted to $10,022,- k
137, which means that in order‘
to meet current expenses
present, we are called upon to
pay about $36.00 per head of the
population. In 1914 it was $16.00.

While it is evident that our
position with regard to - the
amount which we pay in taxes
is by no means as onerous
as that of the people. in Great
Britain, who have other burdens
in addition to those included in
the figures quoted, the increase
in our taxes during the past ten
vears must be made the chief |
question to be considered, and
2 way found to lighten them.

To* this vital question we un-
derstand the Government  will |
give its undivided attention prior
to the next session. They have |
been ecriticized because a solu- |
tion of all the difficulties has not |
already been found, but most. of |
those who have indulged in
criticism forget that they were
chiefly instrumental in imposing
the burden, and when the
commissioners were appointed to
make recommendations for a re-
vision of the tariff, they were
at the same time instructed that
their powers did not permit them
to make any reduction in the
revenue which the revised tariff
would provide.

Mr. Winston Churchill upon
succeeding to the Chancellor-
ship found a surplus of over
£3,000,000, which was-the result
of Mr. Philip Snowdon’s ecareful
administration of the finanecial

!

ister of Fimance and Customs,
upon assuming control of his
Department, found that he had

ficit of over $1,600,000. Despite
give the producérs in the coun-
try a large measuré of taxation
relief by placing their chief re-
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We have been asked to call atten-

of Colonial Street and Bond Street
and which are a source of annoyance

 to people liviig near there, also to

passers-by. On Sunday eévening last
church-goers, who remonstrated with
them because of their conduct in
throwing stomes af Fefld ' Collegs
fence, playing ‘“football” with an
empty tin and generally making
themselves a nuisanece, received mo-
thing more than considerable abuse,
and the property in the neighbourhood
shows many effects of the pranmks in
dulged in. The visit of a plain
clothes policeman to the vieinity every
now and then mlght have a good ef-
feet. b |

Control the
Street Traffic

It is a frequent-occurrence to see
motor cars, particularly at dinner
hour and at six o’clock, speeding over
Prescott Street, sometimes two abreast
at a rate which, even within legal Hn-
its, cannot be considereéd as anything
but dangerous. Duckworth Street,
Gower St. and Bond Street, are crossed
without any let up, regardless of traf-
fic moving east and west, and the traf-
fic regulation which says: “At no
street intersection or curve in a city,
town or villagée, wheére the driver has
not a clear view, the rate shall not
exceed ten miles an hour)), is abso-
lutely disregarded. Yesterday at six
o’clock, within a few minutés we wit-
nessed three car drivers violate the
traffic regulations, on the junction o?
Duckworth and Prescott Streets, and
two drivers of coal carts who commit-
ted the same offence, and thére was 1o
one to pull them up. A traffic officer
stationed at this busy crossing would
be of the greatest service in compell-
ing motorists and others to respect the
rules and the rights of pedestrians.

i

PEPYS BEHIND
, THE SCENES

May 18th—At the Club this day,
Phipps tells me a droll tale of how a
member of the watcj,. seeing a woman

| lying on the ground and a motor céach

speeding up the street, did ask a man
standing near if the coach did knmock
the woman down. “Indeed, mo,” re-
plied the man. “The coach did stop
to let her pass and she did fajnt from
the shock of it.” Falling into dis-
course of our fish markets, he tells me
how it was given him on good author-
ity that there is yet 100 thousand
quintals of fish in the country and
the markets are overstocked, yet has
every hope that the yeare will be a
prosperous one. By despatches out of
Amerika, newes of the rum fleet now
nigh dwindled away, being that the ex-
cise officers do pursue the bootleggers
with more force than ever before. Yet
do I venture to think that the country
will never be dry, nor can any num-
ber of excise officers make it so evey
with the most extreme vigilange. This
night, my wife ‘and”'I to the Nickel
house, there to see the “Originals,”
and she all of a twitter being the first
time in many months that I have taken
her to a play. Biut, Lord, I did never
see a better performance, and above
all else, Mr. Pearson imperaonatlgg a
woman, did make such a pretty
wretch that methinks all the men that
were there did lose thelr ‘hearts to
him. I greatly pleased with the wholé
thing, I am detérmined to go another
time to see it.

McMurdg’s Store News

We have just reeeived a shipment
of the world famous Caulk Mercitan
Preparations. We have;

Caulk Metcitan Lotion $1.10 bottle.

Caulk Denta .Creme for attificial
Dentures 60c. bottle,

Caulk Mercirex, a new truuhont
for Skin Diseases 85c. Pot.

Mercitan Lotion is a mouth’ wash
preparéd by the Caulk Dental Re-
search Clinic, and used by Dentists
in their work. It has,a very agreeable
taste, and keéeps the mouth in good
condition. Mer Dentifrice is a differ-
ent kind of Tooth Paste, not acid or
strongly Alkaline. It is dot: ‘a ble.eh

authorities to & crowd |

'hxa mﬂ“ which filled tho Nielkel
Theatre last night to witness the first
production of “Stepping Out,” by “The |
| Originals,” were quickly convineed
that there was no other possible m

tings, tuneful music, Bchtulnm
changes, humorous skits, delightful
singing ,and splendid elocution made
| the two and a Walf hours éf the revae
'all too short, and it is certain that all
who were present will take the earliest
opportunity to see them again. It was
the chance of a lifetime for a laugh,
and it is seldom that we have seem an
audience let itself go in such umre-
strained mirth. In fact it was impos-
 sible to do etherwisé, The whole pro-
gramme is a rare combination of hu-
mor and melody, and the players areé
past masters in both. Certainly the
Originals went right over the top, in
spite of the fact that it was the open-
ing performamce right after a "long
journéy, and they carried the whole
house with them in an irresista¥le
rush.

The whole public had heéard a greéat
deal about “Miss” Gene Pearson, but
no one was quite prepared for the daz-
zling beauty, who appeared as Madameé
Helena, at the re-union of the original
members of the -th Battery, in an am-
azing gown ,and thrilled the audience
with “her” soprame voice and grace-
fal acting. “Mrs.” Alan Marray also,
in the role of Madame’s maid, which
perhaps did not call for such grace of
action or such melodious singing, was
no less a surprise. The impersona-
tions of these performers throughout
the revae and that of Mr. Leonmard
Young, as the dear Duchess of Dish+
water, were somewhat of a revelation,
and we are quite convinced that theére
is more truth than fiction in the rumior
that at several places where the troupe
appeared, callers at the green room
refused to be convinced that they had
been déceived by appéarances.

Mr. Bob Anderson, as John Willie
Shufflebottom, scored a well deserved
success in his numerous roles. His
inimitable stage appearamce and his
ready wit, thoroughly entertained the
audience, and perhaps we are not far
astray in saying that St. John's has
seldom, if ever, been visited by a niore
versatile and gifted comedian.

Solos, duets, quartetges, sextettés
and choruses, Were all rendered in a
delightfu! manner and Mr. Duna in
“Pagliacci,” won a hurricané of-ap-
plause. Ome of the most striking
scénes was “Heroes,” a satiridal tahb-
leau vivant ,exceedingly well conceiv-
ed and effectively earried out. It
strikingly illustrated the tragic side
of the hero in misfortune after the
glamour of war had passed.

Those of the audience to whom vo-
cal music makes the chief appeal,
could desire nothing better than Bert-
ram Langley’s (Sgt. Major Pep) solo
“Drinking’’ “Jog Along Jasper,” “Roll-
ing Down To Rio,” by the Original
Quartette, “Come Sing To Me,” by the
Pierrots, or “In The Night Time,” by
Lionel Broadway. In Hhis varfous
character sketches and particularly as
the Rev. Mr. Philpott, Norman Blume
made a tremendous hit.

It is impossible to do full justice to
all who helped in this brilliant pro-
gramme, -but we feel certain that the
gentlemen who make up the caste will
be thoroughly well known by the music
lovinig public in St. John’s before their
week’'s engagement is over, so that
they will receive the appreciation they
so fully merit is certain.

The executive staff and in particular
Mr. Frederick Gordon, the musical
director, are to be highly complimént-
ed on the general excellence of the
Company and the efficient manner in
which the revue was stagéd.

Car Went Over Bridge

Last evening a motorist accom-
panied by a little child whilst comifig
out the Blackmarsh Road went over
the bridge at the head of Mundy Peond.
Fortunately the drop was not very
great, and the child received only a
few scratches. The cat was slightly
damaged. A woman who was getling

| & bucket of water at the point wheére

the car went over had a harrow es-

" Caulk Mer. Dentitrice; 45c. bottls, | C3P® Deing killed as the machise

missed Her By only a few inches.

'l'ool: Procauhons

About a mnmuco a serious thtoﬂ.
affection broke out amongst horsn in
the city and in order to prevent the
spréad of the diséase Inspeotor Bar-
ter, of the S.P.A., advised that the
witer be s
fountains..
Lapparently Was succéséful as the dis-
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t off from the drinking |
ig plan was adopted and |

Lyantsy is taking steps to clear out
from the pdcificts reégions of Moroceo,
the ageénts of Abd-el-Krim who every-
where are insidiously spreading the
idea of révolt.

ESTHONIA’S DEBT TO U. 8, A.
WASHINGTON, May 18.
Secretary Mellon as Chairman of the
United States Debt Commission s ex-
pecting soon to réceive & definite pro-
posdl from the Govérnment of
Esthonia for a funding of that nation’s
debt to the United States. 'Hsthonia
owés the United States $17,794,000.

FRANCE INVESTIGATING THE
DEBT QUESTION.
' PARIS, May 18.

Pending the preliminary conversa-
tions on France’s débt, thé French
Goverament i going ahead with the
task of trying to find out éxactly how
much Francé borrowed from her al-
lies and associates during the war, the
conditions ufidér which such debts
weére cofitracted, and the rateé of in-
terest agreed at the time. Alsé it will
establish the credit side of France's
ledger, totalling the amounts owed to
Francé by the aflies and associates
and the legal conditions undeér which
these obligations fall. The report on
the amounts owed to Framce by her
allies and associates will show that
Franee had an amount due hér which
should quite materially fedueé her
war time indebtedness.

PRINCE’S AFRICAN TOUR EXTEND-

\ ED.

CAPE TOWN, May 19.

It was officlally anmouficed to-day

that the Prince of Wales’ totir of
South Africa will hé extéended one
week. He will leave Cape Town for
South America on July 28th, instead
of the 22nd, a8 planned, and will thus
have 4 weéek's rest 4t Cape Town after
concluding the Atﬂcan tour,

SEEOND R.EADII\G OF BUDGET
BILL.
LONDON, May 19.
The House of Commons began d
lengthy debate on thé setond reading
stage of the Bill embodying Chancéllor
Chiurchill’'s Budgeét. In comnection
with the insurance plan for granting
pensions to widews, thé principal
criticisms of the measure have come
from the Labor Party on the ground
of its contributery ° prineiple; and
from friends of the Goverament also,
who aré apprehensive that the con-
tributions demanded from eétfiployers
of labor will prove a sorloua handicap
to trade and itdnlery

BRITISHE JOURNAL CII’PICIZES U,
S. PROPOSALS.

TONDON, May 15.
The Morning Post commenting upon
the action of the United States in
soliciting funding proposals ffom Eur-
opean debtors; cofidemiis thé United
States’ attitude on the question, and
deplores the présént step. AssStming
that cotisiderations of intérnational
policy have sométhing to6 do with the
matter; tHe neWspapér described the
action of the Washington Goverhment
as another illustration of the Unhappy
influence whieh legislators exercisé
too frequently in these | Democratic

days in the realm of foreign affairs,

FRENCH REINFORCEMENTS IN
HABAT, May 10.
General Billotte Has arrived with
heavy Fren¢h reinforcéments on the
Riffian front i the Ohechsousn reg-
ion. The troops begn organising
strong defénces ih this ma ﬁ!&
is direetly nm by o
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Oportolluht

Messrs, Lind and Couw Fish Des:- !
ers, writing to the Board of
Tradé underdated April 23rd, say.
Since we last wrote you demand for
British first has not beerl very active,
which is 4 pity as dur market {s much
overstocked. Norwegian and other
cures are attracting considerable at-
tention. The Iceland fish cured here
is now on sale. A further shipment:
of 3756 bales of French codfish arriv-
éd here on the 8th, inst by 8. 8. Dup-
léix. Fortunately the weather has
beent fairly cool up to the present but
We thay expect warm wedthér at any
time, in which case inferior qualities
will have to be cleared at large re-
ductions. As it is, prices of all quali-
tles have fallen and if demand does
not improve the situation will ‘soon
become very serious.

Caribou Will be
Launched June 10th

Word was received by the Railway
Management yesterday from  the
shipbuilders in Holland, stating that
splendid progress is being made on
thé new ship Caribou, and she will
be ready for launching by June 10th.
Capt. Stevepsor will then take com-
mand of the ship and proceed to Eng-
land where she .will be outfitted.
Steward John Pike, who is at present
on the Kyle, will leave for the Old
Country in a few weeks to look after
the supplies, ete: .

Personal

We régret to learn of the serious in-
disposition of Mrs. Frank Morris, wife
of His Honor Judge Morris of the
Central District Court. Mrs. Morris
was stricken suddenly whilst attend-
ing the theatre last night and lapsed
into undonsciousness. This morning
she showed but very little signs of
improvement,

Sir John Crosbie and Hon. M. S. Sul- _
livart have been called out of town on
important business and will be absent
for a day or two.

Mr. Ken Goodyear, accompanied by
Mrs. Goodyear and child, left by the
express to-day for their home in
Grand Falls. [

Mr. W. 1. Bishop, of the contracting
firm of Bishop & Co., leaves b,y Sun-
day’'s express for Montreal, ~

Among the many Newfoundlanders
who were successful in gaining dis-
tinctions in Canadian Colleges this
year was Mr. Thomas Harris. He re-
turned by yesterday’s express for the
holidays having succesfully complet-
ed his course at St. Francls Xavier
University, Antigonish and obtained
the degree of Bachelor of Arts. Mr.
Harris is the eldest son of the Deputy
Minister of Public Works and 4s a1
ex-pupil of St. Bonaventure's Colleg »

Government Boats

Argyle left Argentia 6.45 p.m. yes-
terday, going west.

Clyde left Lewisporte 9.30 a.m, yes-
terday.

Glencoe leaving Argentia after ar-
rival Wednesday’s train.

Home left for Greenspond 9.30 last
night.

Kyle left Port aux Buque 8.35 pam.
nsterday

Malakoff left Salvage 1.06 p.am. m-
terday, outward.

PormletthPoneOp.nMw-
day, coming east. !

Prospero left Conche 9.15 am. m-

terday, coming south
Sagond lett. durun: 590 pim. yes-
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owel Rods .. .. .
Split Bamboo Rods ..
Bamboo Rods (jointed)

DITRTRIRTOTS ©
RIS K

s

Steel Tips ..
Trout Baskets—

R

Basket Straps ..
Reels—

50c. 60c. 70c. 1.50, 1.90 up to 5.40

Trout Lines—

8¢. 10¢. 15¢. 18¢. 40¢. 95¢. up to 2.10 ea.

Trout Flies ..
Salmon Flies .
_Counter Ferrules—

14¢. 17c. 20e. 22¢. 80c. ea.
.3c. doz.
.30¢c. doz.
. JTec. 10¢. 15¢. ea.
.2.90; 3.20, 7.50 ea.

Keeper Rings ..
Snake Rings .-
| R S gl e
Spirit Flasks .. ..

Bait Hooks (Single Gut)

25¢. 30c. 36e¢. doz.

.2.90, 4.00 & 6.20
.8.40, 9.40
.50¢. & T5¢.
b 15
.25c.

Bamboo Rods (1 piece 12 ft.)
Bamboo Rods (1 piece 16 ft.)

s e 85 se se s s a

2.00, 3.00, 3.50, 4.65, 5.20
..75¢. 1.10

.65¢. T0c. T5¢. 80c. 90¢. ea.

a8 o8 we wa s

Bait Hooks I‘

Gut Casting

90c. 1.75 ea.

Landing Net

ea.
Landing Net
Ringed Trout B
1.30
Fly Books ..
Bait Cans—
Waders .. ..
Paper Plates .
Paper Drink
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At. Clare’s Mercy Hospital, on 16th
inst, a son to Const. and Mrs. Wade,
St. Lawrence.

On May 15th, a daughter to Mr. and
Mrs. S. Rowsell, 12 Quidi Vidi Road,
St. John’s.

MARRIED.

On April 19th, 1925, at the Church
of St, Mary the Virgin, Boston, by the
Rev. A. ¥. Arnpld, S.J., Miss Anna
(Nancy) Goss of this city tp Victor G.
Gignac, Commonwea]th Avenue, Bos-
ton.

DIED.

~ Suddenly, on May 15th, at Halifax,
N8, Walter Guzwell, aged 68 years,
leaving a wife, brother and sister in
Nova Scotia; also one brother, Albert
of this city.

At Grand Falls, on the 18th inst,
Charlotte, beloved wife of Patrick Ed-
wards, leavitg 4 children and two
gisters to mourn their sad loss. Fun-

Just Re€

A fresh supply

SUGAR. If you're nol

you're losing business

We have Lantic B
sacks.

7
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éral will take pl this afternoon at
12.30 pm. from S. @. Colliet’s Mortuary
‘Rooms. R.LP.

This morning, at € o'clock, Hlten
Curtis, beloved wife of John Rogers
of the Colonial Cordage Coi, aged 75
years. She leaves one son,-James and
three grandchildren to mourn their
sad loss. lun'l‘hnrldn!':tiﬂo

om. from late residence, 14
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20c. 25c. 304

Landing Nets.

Landing Net Ri
Bite-’Em-Bate
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Aluminum snd B

Ask to see it
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. 35¢. 40c. 45¢. doz.
d Gut) 55c. 80c. doz.

40c. 45¢. 50c. up to

.80c. ea.

se oo s

g—
y 1.70, 1.75, 1.80 ea.

Nlckel Plated)
80c. ea.

.60c. 80c. ea.

i9e. 17c. 20c. per 100
. .1.65, 2.60, 5.30 ea.
oo «.1.25 ea.

b all sizes)
. ..13.50, 14.50 pr.

.. .. ..15¢. pkt.
P8 .. .. ..4 for 5c
Mugs.
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