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Beiee la the evening late;
Bound unto Conception Bay,

All for ft load of bait—
Tbe eea-gulls flying in the air.

And pitching on the ehore.
But little we thought 'twould be ourhrietntss 1923 GreatSlaugTo per friends no more.
John French was our commander, 

Mlek Sullivan second-hand,
And all the rest were brave young 

Uien
Beared tip In Newfoundland, 

fix brave young youths, to tell the

rp'RE President, Directors ahd 
1 Officers extend to the 

Customers end Friends of the 
Bank their Best Wishes for a 
Happy Christmas end » Pro*; 
perous U*w Year.

Head Office

fix brave young youths, to tell 
truth v

Were buried In the sea,
But the Lord preserved young Men- 

chin's life
For to have a longer day./

There are twelve verses In the
song, and of course the space at my 
disposal prevents me from publishing 
all'of them. But one verse is Indeed 
a very good poetic effusion:

of Toys, Dolls, Games Novelties
®he Boyal Bank 

of Canaba
Santa Claus will soon be ready—have you done all ÿour 

Christmas shopping yet?
If not, here’s your opportunity to do so, at a great 

saving.
Our entire stock of Dolls, Toys, Games and novelties 

are offered on Friday, Saturday and Monday at great re
ductions.

We ebook our reefs and trimmed our
sell*,

Across the bfty did stand;
The sun did rise, all ctrcleized.

Like streamers o’er the land.
The clouds lay in the atmosphere 

For our destruction met;
Boreas blew a heavy squall—

Our boot was overset.
John Grace, a well-known sailor of 

Brennan’s Lane in the West Bud of 
St. John’s, was the author oi the bal
lad, #6d It is really remarkaffte what, 
genius was displayed by many of our 
old sea-faring men in those days. 
He composed many other songs which 
were very popular for years, hut to
day very few of them are remem
bered. The songs were great favor
ites with the crews o£ the vessels lu 

and also at

SMUGGLING ,///., tDOLLS !HOW THEY GOT THEIR KEGS PILLED—A COOPER S 
BIT UTILIZED WHICH DID THE TRICK.
à (H. T. 8HORTIS). Dresse dm Undressed.
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SIXTY-FOUR years ago it was an manufactured, were procurable all 
easy matter for experts in over the country, and that any man, 
the smuggling line to make a with a little instruction as to the 

good haul, and nothing ever being bow, can manufacture all the home*, 
heard of it. Of course la those days, brew he requires, either for himself 
the bold smuggler could depend on or his friends and associates. One 
his assistants, as no inducement or i laughable aspect of affairs I have 
bribe would be sufficient to become noticed since Prohibition was car
at informer. The very name of in- rled by a minority vote, is that many 
former was held .in execration by the people I have known to be strict 
people generally, and woe unto the teetotaler! In fermer years are new 
miserable wretch who, through Some as anxious to patronise th’e Controller 
sneakish act, earned that infamous for a bottle of the best as the regu- 
title. ’ It was handed down from gen- lar visitor, and are never happy till 
eration to generation, and incredible they get It, while on the other hand, 
as it may sefem, a man would far those who for years always spliced 
sooner suffer a long imprisonment the main-brace or wet the other eye, 
than to give away the secrète tit’ a took a drop immediately after meals 
friend or associate. It will be easily —and a night-cap before turning in— 
recognized tliat we had not all those have eschewed

our mercantile marine, 
the sealfisjiery antisocial gatherings. 
The man who could sing the best 
song was the hero of the hour, and 
received special attention when’ the 
beverage was handed round.

But that was by no means the end 
of the affair. They went out on the 
fishing ground the next morning, and 
fished away until the skipper gave 
orders to cook breakfast. It was

$ 4.1*0
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TOYS TOYS TOYS
breakfast. It 

found that the tea kettle was in the 
after cuddy, and the skipper of the 
principal boat went to fill it with 
water to prepare tea fur the early 
meal. To his surprise and consterna
tion, he found the kettle full of first- 

•shot rum, and addressing his crew, 
asked them how the rum got there? 
They replied that It was given them 
by some friends.

A conference was necessary to de
cide what they would do with the 
rum, aa it would be ap act of extra
vagance to throw It away. The skip
per decided that they would have to 
drink cold water, sweetened with mo
lasses, as they could not make thé tea 
without the kettle, which was full of 
high-proof. The skipper then went 
to the water-keg to get his first pint 
of water, when he found thàt the keg 
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Reg. $1.26 each. Sole Price .. .. 
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Reg. $ 3.50 each. Sate Price .. .. 
Reg. $ 8.10 each. Sale Price .. .. 
Reg. $12.00 each. Sale Price .. ..

Household Sets.
Reg. 46c. per set. Sale Price .... 
Reg. 75c. per set. Sale Price ....

Tea Sets.
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Reg. 75c. each. Sale Price ..

Wheel Chimes. _
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Reg. 38c. each. Sale Price .. 
Reg. 50c. each. Sale Price ...
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Reg. 50c. each. Sale Price ..

Strong Expresses.
Reg. $1.90 each. Sale Price . 
Reg. $2.65 each. Sale Price .
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Assorted Puzzles.
Reg. 25c. each. Sale Price .
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■Reg. 23c. each. Sale Price .

Barking Dogs.
-Reg. 50c. each. Sale Price ..

Animals on Wheels.
Reg. 55c. each. Sate Price ..

Teddy Bears.
-Reg. 70c. each. Sale Price 
Reg. 90c. each. Sale Price 
Reg. $1.20 each. Sale Price 
Reg. $1.55 ea<ji. Sale Price 
Reg. $3.20 each. Sale Price

Toy Irons.
Reg. 75c. each. Sato Price .

Paints.
Reg. 2'5c. box. Sale Price . 
Reg. 30c. box. Sato Price . 
Reg. $1.10 box. Sale Price .
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Reg. 45c. each. Sale Price . 
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the practice alto
gether, because they considered the 
price exhorbitant, and left It to those 
who éannot do without it, go long as 
no person sees them take it, even for 
a tonic or to bathe their poor feet. * 

THE BITER BIT.
I shall now tell the story as to how 

a little «lice wae clipped off the 
revenue by a bold smuggler about

the officials. But this could not he 
clone in these days, when, we have 
our splendid Customs’ Boat, manned 
by that energetic and popular official 
Mr. Watts and his merry men, who 
are well versed In all the tricks 
which the bold smuggler puts into 
operation to, outwit the, Çiuy,oms and 
defraud the revenue. , ,. _

While little attention was paid to 
the smugglers in those days I am 
writing about, it often happened th^t

in 70c.
expression, “the biter was bit.” About 
the year 1868 or 1X59, there was a 
well-known brigantine plying between 
Boston and St. John’s, making a trip 
every three weeks or a month. She 
was called the Bloomer, hut was bet
ter known as the Boston packet. She 
had a large B painted la her topsail— 
was built of American oak—a splen
did model, and was considered one of 
the smartest vessels that ever visited 
St. John’s; In fact, fhe was a regu
lar clipper. She was employed in 
supplying the trade of Newfoundland 
with what Is familiarly known as 
“Yankee Notions,” that is, brooms, 
buckets, leather, etc. It was the cus
tom for the Bloomer to discharge her 
cargo at the premises of the mer
chant for whom ehe had the greatest 
quantity of freight, but generally, she 
discharged at the wharf of T. N. 
Molloy, who was the American Con
sul in Newfoundland, and whose 
wharf was situated where that of 
George Neal & Co. stands, to-day in 
the East End of St. John’s.

In the month of July, 1858 or 1859, 
the Bloomer arrived in St. John’s on 
a Sunday about noon, and anchored 
off A1 sop’s premises on the South 
Side, now occupied by our enterpris

er less. I could ing friend, Mr. Waiter Munroe. About 
m. If we look up three or four o’clock that afternoon, 

that very little two or three boats from the shore 
etrated in- those commenced operations by “carteel- 
here was always ing" some goods ashore, which they

was also full of rum. 
an explanation there and then, and 
the crew made a clean breast of 
everything, and the skipper, being of 
a jovial, good-natured disposition, 
making a virtue of necessity, allowed 
the matter to drop, and went along
side another boat on the grounds and 
exchanged a kettle of high-proçf rum 
for a kettle of water. The men who 
smuggled the goods were up early 
the next morning, and carted away 
their goods that paid no duty, minus 
the quantity that was transferred to 
the fishing boats, and disposed of by 
the crews and their friends, to wash 
down the hard-tack which was al
ways used in those days, as well as 
to give their friends one of the great
est and cheapest blow-outs they ever 
had, at the expense of the smuggling 
crew. But to their credit be it said, 
although we had newspapers In 
those days, mot a word of the trans
action ever appeared In their col
umns. The «meg of those days Itnew 
how to keep a secret. Th^y kept the 
secret—a# well as the rum. It is 
true that in those early . days some 
people often became intoxicated, but 
since Prohibition in various parts of 
the world many are poisoned, it may 
be slowly or quickly, by substituting 
wood-alcohol, and other vile mix
tures, in lieu of the real «tings. “Of 
two such evils choose the less,’’ is an 
old and familiar nfhxlm, and still 
holds good; and we know from ex

it. 75C.
it. 75c.
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Snakes and Ladders.
Reg. 25c. per game. Sale Price

Tiddlev Winks.
Reg. 26c. per game. Sale Price

Ludo.
_ Reg. 25c. per game. Sato Price
Football.

Reg. 25c. per game. Sale Price
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■IIQFAL Whether you have five .minutes or
j selecting that present for Tom, Ali 
; Father, you could not choose better, 

Dali ; entertaining book.
Kjg Picture Building & Modelii

Reg. $1.00 each. Sale Price . .xl
liMËrkïgM Jolly and Chummy Books.

Reg. $1.35 each. Sale Price .. Li
■fij Polly Anna Annual.

Reg. $2.55 each. Sale Price .. M
Muddy Jim.

Reg. $1.50 each. Sale Price .. «J
Painting Books.

Reg. 30c. each. Sale Price............
HP- '' Reg. 50c. each. Sale Price............

Hu. Reg. 55c. each. Sato Price .. .
BF'7 Every Boys’ Book of Hobbies.
D Reg. $1.60 each. Sale Price.........................................
F Sketching Without a Master.
I- Reg. $1.60 each. Sale Price................... .....................
| The Mechanic’s Friend.

Reg. $2.00 each. Sato Price ................................... .,
y (Thinking it Out.

■ j Reg. $2.00 each. Sato Price....................................... .
Elements of Navigation.

j Reg. $1.95 each. Sale Price..............................• * >1
Knots, Ties and Splices.

Reg. $1.00 each. Sale Price..................................... j;|
1 The Twentieth Century Reciters Treasui 
The Dicken’s Reciter.

The Comic and Humorous Reciter,
Reg. $1.90 each. Sale Price ...........................; . „
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Toy Books.
Reg. 12c. each. Sale Price......................
Reg. 15c. each. Sale Price .................
Reg. 20c. each. Sale Price......................
Reg. 23c. each. Sale Price......................
Reg. 27c. each. Sale Price................. .
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Nursery Books.
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With jnusic. Reg. $1.50 each. Sale Price

Not Yet Dry
Brooklyn Eagle: Reports have In

dicated that the Canadians are not 
even Itikewarm to the American pro
posals ’ It has been broadly hinted 
that the United States has never 
showed a disposition to help enforce 
Canadian laws. The case of the al
ways potentially irritating fisheries 
question Is mentioned, a question in 
which the United States has stoutly 
maintained the claims of the Glou- 
ceeter men. Of course the United 
States has never recognized that 
there la such a thing as nationality 
among deep sea fish. On the other 
hand, Canada has noj gone obsolutely 
dry . In fact, recently she has added 
another recruit to her array of very 
damp "-provinces, something that is 
hound to influence any action Parlia
ment may he asked to take.

FICTION,
We have a wide selection of Novels by famous Authors, 

including: Ruby M. Ayres, Rex Beach, Buck Rose, A. 
Conan Doyle, Maurice Gerard, O’Henry, Philip Oppenheim, 
Mary Roberts Rineheart, Stewart Ed. White, etc.

- Reg. 20c. each. Sale Price .. .......................................16c.
Reg. 60c." e«ch. Sale Price-...........................  40c,
Reg. 60c. each. Sale Price...........................................48c.
Reg. 75c, each. Sale Price .. ......................... 60c.
Reg. $1.00 each. Sale Price »...................... 80c.
Reg. $1.50 each. Sale Price .. ....................................$1.20
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