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CHAPTER XXX,
EXPIATION.

Reuben put his hand to his flask;
he knew it was full, for oftentimes it
is the traveler’s only friend.

«T have brandy here,” he said quiet-
ly. “Do you live far away?”

“No, sir,” said the child; “only in
the next street.”

“Well, Ill come back with you, if
you like, that will save time in get-
ting another bottle, won’t it?’ And
plunging his hand into his pocket, he
took out some coins and gave them to
the girl; one of them was a half crown
and she held it up with an incredu-
lous look of delight that pierced Reu-
ben’s heart.

“May I keep it?”
this?”

“Yes, of course, child,” was the an-
swer. “Come, let us hurry. ‘What is
your lodger’s name?” he asked, as they
hurried down a grimy street.

“Polly, sir; at least, that's what
mother calls her—Polly Hansom.”

He started at the sound of the fa-
miliar name, as he thought of Polly
Styles. :

The child stopped at one of the tene-
ment houses, and beckoned Reuben to
follow her.

“You’ll come up sir, won't you?” she

Mother’s gone back to work

she said. “All

said.

again.”
Reuben: was about to refuse, and

had already pulled out the flask to

give the child, when a mysterious |

impulse seemed to bid him ascend the
stairs. He turned and followed his
little guide.

“You go in,” she whispered. “I'll
go and get some more water.”

He entered slowly, and moved as
softly as he could to the side of the
bed. In the fast-growing twilight he
could only dimly see a woman’s fig-
ure, tossing restlessly.

“Can I do anything?”
bending over her.

At the sound of his voice, the sick
woman opened her eyes; as if in fear.
“¢Who is that; who are you?” ‘she
cried. .
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to help you,” said Reuben. - -

back away from him; and at that mo-
ment the girl returned with a light,

man, and at her volce s thrill passed

to put her wasted hands before her
face, but it was too late.

“Polly!” cried Reuben,

“Oh, why don't you go?” she sobbed
piteously.

“Hush, hush!” he whispered
soothingly, as if she were a child.
“Don’t cry, Polly. Thank Heaven I
have found you! You are quite safe
now.” "

She turned her eyes on him with
despair.

“Too late!” she moaned. “I am dy-
ing, Reuben.”

“No, no,” he said. *“You shall come
away from here; I will take you back
to Bingleigh—” :

“Ah, no, no! not there—never there
again! OH, Reuben, I'am not fit to
go back. It is only right that I
should die, only don’t leave me to die
alone—stay by me.”

“Yes, yes,” he said; *but 1 must
send for help.”

Disregarding her weak protests, he
took out a gold coin and gave it to the
child, who stood watching.

“Take this to the nearest doctor,”
he said, “and bring him back.”

The child disappeared, and Reuben
turned once more to the poor girl,
whom he knew he had come too late
to save.

“It's too late,” she moaned again.
“Oh, Reuben, I have sinned, but I
have suffered, too. My poor father is
mad through my wickedness—I have
killed him. But I never meant to do
him wrong. I thought it would be
all right afterward, and he would
forgive me, Do you remember that
night at Bmsleigh—"

She stopped and gasped for breath,
and Renben poured a few drops. of
brandy through her thin lips. It seem-
ed to give Her strength.

“It was that night I left home. He
said he would marry me directly we
could get the marriage lines printed,
and afterward he pretended to. I
thought it was quite all right, and—
I trusted him. Oh, he was kind and
good to me, but it didn't last; and
then—when I found it out, I used to
worry him to keep his promise.” He
got angry, called me a simple fool—
once he struck me—"

Reuben’s face was dark with anger
as the pitiful words fell on his ears,

“Tell me his name,” ke muttered, as
she stopped for breath.

“His name—why, it was him, Mor-
gan Verner,” she gaasped.

Reuben uttered an oath, and Polly,
guessing his feelings, clung to him,
with a cry of terror.

“Reuben—you shan’t hurt him—you

shan’t! It's me he's hurt, not you—
!and I won't have him hurt! Swear
! you won't hurt him, or let Miss Olive
marry him—I always meant to save
her from that! But he mustn’t be
hurt, for I loved him. Reuben, I'am
dying—swear!”

Her head fell back; her eyes were
turned up to his in awful appeal.

“] swear,” he said. “I will not
touch him—IY leave him to Heaven.”

With a long-drawn sigh, the trou-
bled spirit took fts last flight, and
poor, simple Polly lay dead.

Reuben laid her down gently, just
as the doctor entered. His keen eyes
took in the whole scene, and he step-
ped forward quickly.

“Gone?” he askekd, as he bent over
tho still form.

“Yes,” sald Reuben; “poor girl, I
| knew her, too. Will you do all that
is necessary, doctor? I will come back,
to-morrow."” !

Pressing a bank note into the doc-
tor's hands, he felt his way - blindly

While poor, erring Polly lay there
dead, where was her murderer?—for

sible for the girl’s death as though he
had stabbed her. Where, but in his
club, not 80 very.far away, engross-
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“Play! Of course,” shouted Mor-
gan. “You don’t think I'm going to
be tied up like a Tame monkey, do you?
Not I! Give me the wine—and deal
again. What confounded luck!”
“You can’t complain,” said one of
the men. “With such a prospect, you
ought to be happy. The handsomest
girl, and one of the finest estates in
England.”

“Here’s to their health,” hiccuped

another. “May one help you forget
past loves, and the other pay your
debts.” 9
“Hear! hear!” cried the group.
“l say, Morgan,” said another, with
a drunken leer. “What have you done
with that pretty little girl, pretty Pol«
1ly?” With drunken gayety he sang:

“Polly was my heart’s delight,
I've left her all forlorn.”

With an oath, Morgan Verner start-
ed to his feet.

“Shut up!” he yelled. “What's it to
you where Polly’s gone?”’
“Nothing,” retorted the man. “Don’t
take on so—I don’t want to go poach-
ing on your preserves; besides, she’s
faded too much—I saw her sitting in
the park last week—half starved, she
looked, and she tore off like the wind.
8it down, dear boy, and have another
drink.”
Morgan pushed them all aside, with
a half-dazed stare.
“Sit down—finish the game!” cried
the others.

“Saw her—saw her—saw Polly—
Polly—" he gasped; then he hurried
out of the clubroom, his hand to his
head, as one distraught. ‘“Polly—half
starved,” he murmured, as he stagger-
ed up the stairs, “and half starved by
my fault.”

Yet he might have spared himself
his agonies of grief, for Polly was
half starved no longer. The period of
expiation ended, her soul had passed
away. in peace.

CHAPTER XXXI.
PRIDE BEFORE A FALL.

REUBEN left the tenement house,
his heart aching with grief at the sad
fate of the pretty country girl. He
was filled with a passionaate desire to
wreak vengeance on Morgan Verner,
but was tied:by his promise to Polly.
His thoug'ilts went to Olive,. He had
not dared to ask any questions con-
cerning her while the Seymours were
in Australia; he knew that she was
not married, and that was all, but
from the few words Sir Edwin had
said, he had gathered that she. was
engaged to Morgan Verner. The
knowledge of this had ‘nearly caused
him to remain in Australia; and pos-
sibly he might have done so, had it
not been for the thought of his grand-
father, Wynter, and the old man’s
pride in him. ‘Now, as he paced the
busy London streets, he pondered as

to his best course of action.

(To be Continued.)
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