1 distant nrovinces of . I‘Srance—-those‘
w]xose hearts are perhnpa made heav-
jer by the thought that the grave of a
loved' one may ‘be deserted or ‘even
forgotten. Let thems be renssured.
In spite of all weathers the “little
wooden crosses stand firm, and mno-|.
\where as at the front are graves s0
carefully guarded and honored, no-
where do they receive more touching
homage, more ﬂowers, more prayers,
more tears,”

The Blackbirds

AT BOSSLEY’S.

On Christmas Day at Rossley’s
British Theatre will be presented one
‘of the most novel and unique perform-
ances ever given by youngsters, a real

RN

es Seeing the
el Try Your Faith?

aitlefi '«

m by One of the p‘omen
Seared and

Faces are

(London Public Opinion.)
“DO you ‘find that scemg the battle-

felds tries vour faith?

¢ The. questlon came’40. me the other
ay in a lettel from Scotland, written

of .the millions
ages are seared

scarred by ‘the loss of men

d boys whom they have loved, one
the.: :mam thousands whose daily
rk"brmgs them face to face with
suﬂel ings of the maimed and gass-
and, wounded. = As it happens that
Ny bﬂh’mess takes me constantly to
he frpnt in the capacity
mbatant spectator, I should like to
answer it more _publicly than
e channel of a personal let-

s

Ojﬁﬁtes the Times’

 “But fhat is only, on the surface.
always, all of us, conscious

ig épgctre is there.

those who seem tp- bhe most

ughtless whose faith

¥e any—is most likely to be
‘the horrors of the war.

~actual fleid of battle, in!

us wastes of desolation over

¢ chariot of war. has rolled,

€. is curiously dlfferent No-

that I have. read,

- will everibg” wntten, can
fig home to .us who ‘have

part of it, the
! purposeless

it all.. Everything that had

form or beauty

special’ cor-

spondent: with the French .Army,
nd he'rites on All Saints’ Day.

_“Wlth an enormous number of peo-

ple, unthinking as well as thinking,

L is the question of the hour. Away

)it tﬁe sound of gumns we  go ‘on,

th oug ‘the heart-ache of it all, mar-

nd’ giving in marriage, and

#rd supping.- and playgoing,

h fittie or no apparent recollection

it ait the time Death is gathering

r the ‘richest harvest that the grave

of women
and whose

of a mnon-

Not all the

int ’bod——u

nothﬁg, 1

abominable,
destructive-

Sswept away, or defaced and mutila-
ted and littered about in an unsight-
ly confusion of revolting ugliness and
filth. Trees and flowers and grass,
roads and houses and furniture and
clothes and equipment are burnt' and
shattered and torn and broken and
defiled.

‘“The- gfound is cumbered and the
air is poisoned with the dead bodies
of men and horses, putrefying- and
offensive. The world has become a
foul rubbish heap and the face of
nature a repellant nightmare. There
is no comeliness or dignity left in any
of the works of God or man. A
canker has devoured the land. Day
after day and night after night- it
gnaws and corrupts it.  Day after
day and night after night the same
sickening waste goes on—the waste
of life, the life of healthy flesh and
vigorous blood, the waste of work, the
work of forester and husbandman,

the waste of material, "the material
of shells and chemical products which
waste not only every breath of life
and every stick of property that they
can reach, but themselves as well.

“Week after week and year after
year the energy of all those millions
of fighting men, instead of being use-
fully productive, is devoted to the
destruction of their fellow-men, and,
as a necessary consequence, of the
lifelong happiness of those other mil-
lim}s of human beings, especially wo-
men and children, to whom they are
dear.

“As there is a-God in Heaven—all-
powerful and all-loving—can these
things he? Who shall reproach us if
we egho the cry, of Christ upon the
Cross, ‘My God, My God, why hast
Thouw forsaken me? -

“But there are the graves. To-day,
our All Saints’ Day, is in France for
all the French, the Day of the Dead.:
The thoughts and the feet of the
whole population are turned towards
the cemeteries, on and off the present
battlefields, in. which”. they lie. We
are apt in England—or we were—to
consider ourselves a religious natlon
‘as compared with the French:

better. Any of  us, certaiuly, ; who
has wandered into a“ French church
or cathedral, at Rhéims, at Amiens, |

is entirely

: ‘at ‘Nancy—where you will—and . has

3 Englishm . 'who ‘bas ¥
on ;qy in

- plaee of the\”dnd soldiers of France,.

seen French women and French offi-
cers and private soldiers ' kneeling
side by side before or after a.‘battle
on: thmﬁng-st.ones in’ frénk of the al— 4

ur des S@ “the. tely
mtﬂetfé “enclosu? whqre Fow '?uma
row of crosses mark the last resting-

ey have never beu before ln her
whole history.
._"my mle'ahul be . my people

“The war, I think, has taught us |,

also, if aught but death part thee and
me.’

“And there are the living—a far
firmer, bulwark, to my mind, against
all the doubts suggested by the hor-
rors of the battlefield than even
these outward and. visible signs of the
common -faith in" the resurrection of
the dead, which, after all, might be
nothing more than a mere credulous
delusion. For the lives of the living
cannot be a delusion. And, never I
believe, have so many ordinary men
at the same time lived lives so un-
selfish, so 'patient, so self-sacrificing,
so brave, so pure, so far removed
from one’s old ideas of the swash-
buckling and sometimies brutal pro-
fessional soldier of popular fancy, as
is to be seen to-day in the lives of the
French and English armies.

“If only you people in Englaad
could see them as they are in the
trenches—no, a thoysand times no—
vour faith would not be shaken, even
by the untellable horrors of the mod-
ern battlefield. ‘God moves in a mys-
terious way His wonders to perform.’

“And the inevitable conclusion car-

: , ried away from fthe battlefields "of | (yic) are becoming more widely
and builder and manufacturer, andiFrance, in spite of all the. horrible

suffering and waste and destruction,
is that never in the  history of the
world have so many men lived such
noble and simple and self—sacriﬁcing
lives as the present armies of Eng-
land and France.

“If, as George Meredith said, the
principal part of faith, is patience,
then nowhere so much as in the
cemeteries and on the battlefields of
France is faith to be found.”

Here is a fine saying by Pierre Lnti

quoted .in the ‘Westminster Gazette.’

says:

“And what touching, beautiful ser-
vices were sung for tliem on the day
of their Feast. Every little: church not
destroyed by the brutai foe had been
decorated at early dawn By the vil-

churches were far too small for the
crowds who flocked to the services;
officers, soldiers, - civilians, Women.
for- the most part in deep gourning,
their tear-stained’eyes discerning be-
neath the long black veil.

“To do special honor to their fallen

a sacred. concert, and learnt up music_
‘suitable for the. occasion. Their

solemnly .impréssive manner in the

preparation for the supreme sacrifice
and a glorious death, than such pray-
ers, fuch’ music, such’/flowers?

“1 tell - -of these ;thm;s 'for the sake
ot all.mot’hers, the wives, the families

about these same great French people’

Writing of All Souls Day, Pierre Loti |

lagers, who brought all -théy had of:
‘flowers, flags, and tapers. - The little

comrades the:soldiers had improvised |

voices, though untrained, v:brated ln :

‘Dies ‘Irae’ and the .‘De Prntuadlx':
‘Where could be found a more fitting’

laugh show, and a complete change
from any thing ever given here by
such a young troupe, and patrons will
say that Mrs. Rossley has worked
wonders to have our own local girls
reach such a stage of perfection in
theatrical business. In the many de-
lightful pantomimes of the past there
have been kings, queens, princes,
princesses, giants, dwrafs, .imps, de-
mons, fairies, good and bad elves,
nymphs and many other things but in
this production there is a complete
change, something altogether differ-
ent. The Blackbirds is under the dis-
tinguished patronage and presence of
His Excellency Governor and Lady
Davidson and the Misses D}avidson.

McMurdo’s Store News

SATURDAY, Dec. 23, '16.
On ' this, the vigil of Christmas we
again offer our greetings to our
friends and patrons. The past Yyear
has been for many a family a time of
sadness and trial, and the end is not
yet. -But those who have lost may be
comforted ‘by the reflection that their
boys have sacrificed themselves in the
cause of Christianity, Freedom and
the honor and safety of their mothers
and sisters. And we must take cour-
age from the belief that the. strug-
gle will not be in vain, but that a-new
world will be evolved from the 'ald
conditions' and that effective means

wish all our customers and friends
to-day A Happy Christmas.:

gveryday Etiquette.

came into the car where sat and,
after introductions, he trned to pay
my fare, 1Is that . proper?” aslied
Gladys. i ’

“A man in the position could hard-
ly avoid paying all the fares and it
was probably his pleasure to do so,”
answered her sister.

THE FIRST PAIR.

Don’t make any mistake this year.
Let your first pair of rubber shoes be
Bear Brand. Times are too hard for
anyone to take chances of being out
of work for two or three weeks with
a cold which could have been avoided
by getting satisfactory rubber shoes.
The good old BEAR BRAND shoes,

known every day, are being sold in
St. Jolmm’s by:

John Anderson.

W. R. Goobie.

Nicholle, Inkpen & Chafe, Ltd.
Royal Stores, Ltd.

F. Smallwood.

Steer Bros.

Jesse Whiteway.

‘Wholesale by

CLEVELAND RUBBR (0.,

New Martin Bldg.
novll,w,s,tf

Household Notes.

When planning the Christmas din-
ner, it is better to stand by the good
old-fashioned Christmas dishes. 3
Corn beef hashed and mixed with
cold boiled potatoes, then baked in a
loaf in the oven, makes a gooq lunch
dish.

Mornihg glories adapt themselves to
indoor life, and’ if watered and train-

cheer.

11f a fish-bone sticks in the throat,
.a piece of temon should be eafen at
fonce. The lemon will cause the bone
to dissolve.

[ther fine after boiling. The butter is
;ghen poured ‘over, them ‘and they are
'most delicious.

} It is wise to once in a while take
?ut the rollers of ‘the’ carpet sweeper:
Q,nd wash: them thoroughly. They will
:Tweep m’uch cléaner, 7%/

If you have to light a coal fire in

ha.nd the night béfore. .

who dwe!l r.%r frqm % scenos in
THE NEW Flmlmu RE| m'.

THERAPION
ABION |

S |

unty and streaked, wash them
- | clean water, rinse in scalding wa,ter l
‘and drain; do not wipe with a towel. }
When\ making’ mw bread collect |

{ A way to keep-blankets and quilts
'clean medr the face is to “cap” them |
with longcloth turning the cloth down |
on each side about ten inchigs.

To prevent tumblers from being

will be taken to ensure 'a -lasting}:
peace. So it is not out of order tof.

“A girl friend with a man escprg

ed, will have a:very effective bit of |.

When serving beets chop.them ra- [

| the kitchen every: morning, see that|
kindlings, etc., are all laid ready to}

Qur showing of Christmas Slipp'ex"é is a regular beau‘ty show.
For men we have Black and Tan Leathm' Shppers at. 80c., $1.00, $1.30, $1.60 te $2.50
Men's Carpet Shippersiffon .. 85 .o %, W vl b Bl .50¢c. to $1.00
Men’s Grey Felt Slippers .. .. .. .. 3 ik 8 $1 50 and $1.60

A large stock of Women’s Felt “Kozy Shppers and Juhets, assorted colors, turn
soles and flat ‘heels, from L. 7.0.90c,:$1.00, $1.30, $1.50 to $2.00

In Grey, Saxe Blue, Purple, Claret and Red, Fur trim or Ribbon trim.

MAKE VERY ACCEPTABLE XMAS GIFTS.
We have Women’s Gaiters from ..
Men’s 1 Buckle Gaiters, as cut, only ..
Men’s 2 Buckle Gaiters from

..$1.60 to $2.70
.$1.50 pair
.$2.30 to $3.00

A FULlL LINE OF WOMEN’S, BOYS’ AND GIRLS’

Rubber Boots

IN STOCK.
ee vs ..52.10 to $2.50
..$1.45 to $2.80
..$2.00 to $3.00

Women’s Rubber Boots
Girls’ Rubber ‘Boots

Boys’ Rubber Boots : s
ANY EXCHANGE MADE AFTER CHRISTMAS

PARKER & MONROE, Ltd.

THE SH OFE MEN.

| Before Flour
{ goes higher put
{ in yaur smck,

1500 barrels on hand and to
arrive, of best brands.

We are offermg a new suggestion to
the Christmas shopper, one that will
be surely ‘welcome to, those who want to
give' SOMEONE a really good Christ-
mas present. This suggestion is that
you make ‘some such desired—or per-
haps needed—-—artlcles of Furniture
your Christmas Gifts fou this year.

While a new Cosy Chair, pretty sit-

ting-room Table or some other dainty
article of Furniture is always a lovely
Gift, wartime will surely make it
doubly welcome.
" Think over this idea—and then come
along and see’our well-nigh inéxhaust-
ible stock of beautiful things, for here
yowll. surely. find the: solution ' of the
Chrxs'tmas presen puzzle. :

‘ Pork, Beef, Jowls.

10 1bs. for $1.00.
Molasses—1st runnings.
Tea, Sugar, Kero Oil
QOats, ,,Bran & Cattle Feeds.

Our EC..JPSE TEA is
-the best m \(ewfolm,dla.nd
at 4512- 1b. :

J J St. JﬁﬁN«‘

Spare Ribs at $19.00 brl, or §
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