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CHAPTER XXXII.

"I have no reason béyond my own 
conviction, and that is amply suffi
cient for my own satisfaction!"

The inspector coughed again.
' Just so. miss—just so, 1 am sure. 

But the law—"
‘ The law can not move unless it is

set in mot ion : and I refuse to do it.e
Virtue Dent is innocent of this rob
bery, N(r. Blake; àmT~Ksay^fliat slie 
shall not be arrested."

"My dear Natalie." madame inter
posed. laying her hand upon her 
shoulder, "you are altogether forget
ting the state of the ease. It is plac
ed in Mr. Blake's hands, and—”

"Not by me," said Nat, steadily, 
laying her other hand upon my arm ; 
"and, pardon me, madame. I am the 
only person who has the right to 'do 
it—the stolen jewels are mine!” 
With a quiet dignity new to her, a mi 
which madame herkelf might have ex
hibited, she turned to the inspector. 
"Mr. Blake, as the; person robbed and 
the owner of the stolen property, I

amtyiw you to do all that vou can
4

to recover it; but ta,ke no course
of action which has in view the crim
ination .of Virtue Dent. She is inno
cent, and I wilVnever be a party to 
shaming her with even an assumption 
of guilt. Any question which you 
may wish to ask me 1 will answer of 
course, and. I will give you any infor
mation which lies in my power. But 
remember, if you please, that I not 
only make no charge against this 
girl, but that I refuse to hear any 
triadei" She broke off. passed her 
hand over her forehead, and looked 
at him again. "Is there anything 
more that you wish to say to me 
now ?”

With an air almost ridiculous’: 
perplexed and astonished, the in
spector shook his h"ad, then dart! a 

a discomfited glance at madame; but 
madame was looking steadily out of 
the wMiaow, ’arief site "would not see. 
Natalie turned away quietly, crossed 
to Virtue, who was sobbipg still, and 
put her hand upon her arm.

“Don't trouble about it. Virtue." she 
said, sweetly. “1 am more sorry than 
1 can tell that this has happened. 
Don't cry anj more—there's a good 
girl ; it is sure to come right in a 
week or two. you know'.” She flash
ed a bright, scornful glaseq^at the 
white face of mademoiselle, who was 
still looking at her amazedly. and 
then moved across to Valla. “I am 
tired, Valla,” she said. "Cope with 
me;” and with that she passed out of
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almost works miracles in curing the 
worst form of itching skin disease 
Imaginable.
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eight boxes of Dr, Chase’s Ointment, 
and I am glad'to say I am entirely 
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the room, not even madame making 
any effort to detain her.

CHAPTER XXXIII.
Two days passed, <but nothing oc

curred to throw any \ight upon the 
disappearance of Natalie’s jewels 
tnd it seemed likely to remain a mya 
tery. Indeed Miss Nat had so tier 
he inspector’s, hands by her c ourse 

of conduct that the unlucky office; 
aould really do nothing. He openly 
Persisted in his belief tVat V e rob-
' A

)try had been committed by sonn

onef within ‘ the house, and, Mini
Virtue Dent, was entirely at a lose 
or a channel in which he could pur 
ue his investigations. He was ver. 

mergetie, to be sure, and before loni 
dad arrested two perfectly innocen: 
md highly indignant persons in Mar 
;et Waxford. who were at once dis 
charged by the sitting magistrate. Ai 
his rather dubious triumph the in

spector's efforts slackened, and it 
;eemed that we should hear no more 
>f the stolen jewels.

Within the house things were the 
very reverse of comfortable. The 
only person in the whole household 
vho appeared undisturbed was Mile 
'r!dir.i. She retained her wontec 

"mpe rturbability, and was polite ant 
irompt and cheerful as she had al 
vays been. Madame Was silent ant, 
Tloomy. All the servants, from old 
styles downward, were excited and 
ipset ; and Virtue Dent went about 
her work with a white face and red 
swelled eyes, seeming to pay no heet 
o the cruel sneers and whispers 
which at every point assailed her. Na- 
alie spent the time almost entirel: 

in her rooms, shut up with Valla, and 
when she did appear, would hardi: 
speak at all, even to me. I guessed 
although I did not know, that mad 
ante had remonstrated with her as ti 
the course of action which she_ha< 
adopted with reference to Virüv 
Dent, but plainly enough without the 
east success.

Somehow', -aftc r dinner on the even 
ng of the second day, I worked my
self up into such a state of restless- 
tess that remaining in the house be
came a sheer impossibility. Nat, af
ter playing with her dinner instead 
of eating it, had gone back to hei 
rporn to esqape\Fraser Froude, whe 
came in ,af few minutes after the méal 
was over. He had called, I must men
tion, some score of times since the 
ball—always smiling, polite, cool, 
and detestable—and so far Natalie had 
always steadily refused to see him. 
What he thought of it I do not know, 
but that he calmly and confidently 
held to his position as her accepted 
suitor was certain. He had been 
awfully upset at the loss of the jew
els, and Bad at first hardly tried, tc 
conceal his annoyance, in spite-of hie 
unfailing bland self-possession. His 
theory was that the inspector was 
wrong, and that the robbery had. be,en 
committed by some one outside— 
probably by some thief in the guise 
of a peddler—and I confess that I 
thought the idea jiot at all improb
able.

Well, as I wa£ going to say, he had 
been, and he had taken himself off; 
Nat was upstairs; madame sat by the

• ' - - i ... -T ■"
fire pretending to read, and by a lit
tle', table wifh a shaded" lamp upon It 
mademoiselle was established, click
ing her needles as she worked away 
at' 'her everlasting knitting. The si
lence of the great room, broken only 

tljjp crackle of the fire and the reg
ular click-clack of the needles, work
ed me up gradually Nnto such a state 
of nervous excitement that I could 
not sit sHH, or read, or at last keep 
qqlet in my chair. I looked at my 
watch ; it was barely half-past seven 
—for dinner had been earlier «than 
uaupl. I would go put, I thought, and 

. the park until I was tired, 
uletly, got my hat

and coat, and stepped out into the 
moonlight and the crisp, cold air, 
Walking and brooding uneasily and 
gloomily enough, and paying little 
heed as to the direction in which 1 
went, it was not long before 1 found 
myself at the little garte leading into 
the lane. For a minute I stood lean
ing over it and thinking, my thoughts 
flying, as they nearly always did fly. 
to Roger Yorke.- I had seen him only 
once snice the loss of the jewels, and 
then he lîad been cold and taciturn— 
as unlike my friend, as possible. I do 
not believe he himself .knew exactly 
what his plans were, but fre was 
steadfast in his determination to 
leave Whittlesford as soon as might 
be—within the next week or two 
probably. That I was intensely mis
erable about it I need hardly say; 
and now, as I thought of it, the fancy 
zame into my head to go over and see 
lim. Most likely I should find him at 
dedpots, and,'if I did not, the walk 
o the village would be at least as 

good as -mooning about by myself, 
jetting more miserable every minute, 
r being fritted to exasperation by 
lademoiselle and her knitting. I 
wung open the gate and turned to- 
r.rd Whittlesford.

Walking pretty briflklyj 1 soon goi
ato the village, and so on into the
ligh Street, where the few shops 
/ere lighted up brightly. Among the 
irightest was Haddon the tailor’s : 
_nd that personage himself stood a; 
he door, complacently surveying 
hings in general and his own win
dow in particular. Of course he saw 
je, and*aaid “Good-evening,” and 1 
vas obliged to stop.

“Good-evening, Haddon. Awfullj 
cold,' isn’t it?”

“Well, it is, sir, but seasonable— 
easonable. Doesn't do to expect good 
/eather here all the time, does it 
leg your pardon, sir, but nothing 
lore new at the Mount. I suppose—i‘. 
may ask the question?”
He meant ‘ about the jewels, o 

ourse; ever since the robbery ever: 
ne who got a chance to speak to me 

nad contrived to drag them in. Ttv 
'act is that Whittlesford had not hat 
uch a fine subject for gossip for the 
iast ten years, and so was enjoyin’ 
is unwonted treat to the full.- But 1 
vas getting heartily tired of sayini 
he same thing incessantly, rind nov 
nswered shortly that there was, no 
hing new, and, furthermore, thaF 1 
id not expect anything. Haddpi 
aised his eyebrows and looked iym 
lathetic.

“Ah, indeed, “sir! Nothing yet: 
nd yet they say that Inspector Blak. 
i a sharp'man too.”
"He isn’t sharp enough to catch the 

lief in this case, anyhow," I return 
d.

, “Just so, sir; and each day make; 
t more unlikfely, of course. Mos 
îysterious. I am sure. But I bet 
ou pardon, sir—I am keeping you 1;
be cold. Walk in, pray. Mr. St

« y
îeorge is at home—indeed his dinne 
nap taken up only a few minutes age 
Je -has been out all the afternoon, in 
act Wal,k up, sir, pray!"

Now certainly I had not come oui 
vith the idea of seeing Raby St 
leorge at all, much less of absolute
ly going to see him; but Haddon 
stood out of the way, so evidently ex
pecting me to go in às a matter of 
course that I did so almost without 
thinking. I had not seen St. George 

• since the day whÿi I had interrupted 
that scene in the park, and more than 
once since then, thinking of his white 
ace and wild eyes, I had been sorry 

and pitied the man. I had said some
thing then too which had hurt him, 
although without any Intention of do
ing itv and so altogether I thought 
that' being here I would just say a 
word or two to him. It would not 
take long ,and I knew he liked me
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Resident

besides. I ran upstairs, thinking as 
I went of the amount of mischief 
which our nut-brown maid’s' black 
eyes had contrived to do in the few 
months which had elapsed since they 
first shone upon our quiet corner of 
the world ; and for the hundredth 
time I wondered what the end of it 
all would be.

I tapped at the door of St. George’S1

sitting-room, El, pushing1 it open al
most at the same time, saw him be
fore he saw me. He was sitting at the 
table, but, with his ' plate , pushed 
away and his eyes cast down mood
ily, seemed to have forgotten his 
meal. He glanced up at the sound 
if the opening door, and it seemed to 
ae that his haggard face looked ten 
ears older. He started up and greet- 
d me cordially enough, though ra

ther constrainedly, too; and at his in
vitation I sat down in a chair by the 
fire, he resuming his own seat, and 
beginning upon his dinner quickly, as 
though not wishing me to notice that 
he had forgotten it before.. One ^or 
wo questions he asked about the 
obbery, listening with but a languid 
nterest to the replies, and hoped that 
nadame was well, never mentioning 
Nat’s name at all. Then we were 
Kith silent, he sitting drawn back 
rom the table, toying with a“ knife as 
e looked at the fire, and I sitting 
ooking at him awkwardly enough, 
'he fact is that, being there, I want- 
d to say something, but did not in 
he least .know how to bring it out. 
U last I began, coloring and stam- 
nering a little too: *

(To be Continued.)

UNUSUAL REDUCTIONS 
IN PHOLOGRAPHS.

We* are very pleased to state 
that, owing to the large amount 
of patronage we received at the 
hands of the public during the 
past year, we have been able 
to secure a good reduction 
on our 1913 year’s stock. To 
make room for this splendid, 
stock we have decided to share 
this profit with you as 

A BONUS
during the coming two weeks. 
Reg. Cabinets, usually 3 for 

$1.50. Now 4 for .. ..''..$1.50 
Large Cabinets, usually 3 for

$2.50. Now 6 for ’...............$4.00
Small Paris Panels, usually 3 

for 75c. Now 3 for .. .. 50c. 
High Grade Post Cards, usually 

1 doz. for $2.00. Now 1 doz.
for...........................................$1.50

Photo Stamps 15 for .. .. 50c. 
Photo Buttons, 6 for .. . .$1.20 

A small lot of Photo Jewellery 
left over from the Christmas 
season at half price.

We can fit your photo in that 
locket you received as a Christ
mas present.

Come early to avoid the rush.

TOOTOX
PHOTOGRAPHIC STUDIOS.
Houses of Superior Quality.

Ladies’ House or Home Dress with or 
without Collar, and with Long or 
Shorter Sleeve.
Blue galatea with trimming in blue 

and white striped, was used for this 
model. The yoke facing and collar 
may be omitted. The sleeve may be 
finished In full length or with pointed 
cuff in shorter length. The skirt, is a 
five gore model with plaits in front at 
knee heighth and finished in the centre 
back with an inverted plait. The de
sign is suitable for galatea, seersuck
er chambrey, Anderson gingham, lin
en, linene and other cotton fabrics, 
also cashmere, henrietta, silk or vel
vet. The pattern is cut in 6 sizes: 32, 
34, 36, 38, 40 and 42 inches bust meas
ure. It requires 7 yards of 36 inch 
material for a 36 inch size.

A pattern of this illustrtion mailed 
to any address mi- receipt’of I0e. in sil
ver or stamps.
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ÜND0N DIRECTORY
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Enables traders throughout (he World 
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MANUFACTURERS & DEALERS 
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t complete commercial guide to Lon
don and its suburbs, the directory 
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with the Goods they ship, and the 
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arranged under the Ports to which 
they sail, and Indicating the approxi
mate Sailings; '

PROVINCIAL TRADE NOTICES, 
of leading Manufacturers, Merchants, 
etc.; In the principal provincial towns 
and Industrial centres of the United 
Kingdom.

A copy of the current edition will 
he forwarded, freight paid, on receipt 
of Postal Order for 20a.

Dealers seeking Agencies can ad
vertise their trade cards for £ 1, or 
larger advertisements from £ 3.

With, Long or Shorter 
Sleeve.

Brown cashmere with black silk and 
soutache braid for trimming was here 
used. The design is suitable for 
serge, voile, panama, galatea, cordu
roy, Ninen,. linene, Anderson gingham 
or percale. The waist is tucked to 
simulate deep box plaits. The sleeve 
may be finished" in full length with a 
band cuff, or in shorter length with a 
pointed trimming tab.- The -skirt 
shows plaits to correspond with those 
of the waist, and is finished at the 
sides in a deep pointed tab, that over 
laps the belt. The pattern is cut in 
4 sizes: 6, 8, 10 and 12 years. It re
quires 3% yards of 44 inch material 
for an 8 year size.

A pattern of this illustration mail
ed to any address on receipt of 10c. In 
silver Or stamps.

PATTERN COUPON.

Please tend the above-mention ee 
pattern aa per directions given below

Ne....................

Bile.

Name

Address In full:

THE LONDON DIRECTORY. Co.. 
25, Abvhurch Lane, London, E, i’V’

N.B.—Be sure to cut out the llhu 
tratlon and «end with the coupon 
carefully filled out The pattern can
not reach you In leas than 16 days 
Price 10c. each, in cash, postal note 

stamps! address Telegram Pet 
tern
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Are Ahead of 
All Other Makes.

“W.B.” Corset Manufacturers are al
ways fashioning new styles to suit the 
latest decree of the Costumiers.

“W.B.” Corsets are made iit various fit
tings to comfortably suit all styles of 
figures. They are made of the best qual
ity materials and are made so as to be 
Rust Proof. And so they themselves 
have made a name for themselves all over 
the world as being

The World’é Best Corset.
We have just received another shipment of these

famous Corsets, including an ahead Sample Selection of

the very newest styles for Spring 1913.
We would like to have you call and inspect our 

stock of Corsets, and have no doubt you will consider im
mediately the choice of a pair of “W.B.’s” to go with 
your new frock.

HENRY BLAIR.
Sole Agent for Newfoundland for “W.B.” Corsets.

S5PUALT0 
SHOPKEEPERS !

We have jus* received a full 
supply of

LAMP CHIMNEYS, 
BUCKETS, 

WASHBOARDS, 
SCRUB, SHOE 

and
STOVE BRUSHES.

.Felling at
iyLOWEST PP.ICEF.

MARTIN HARDWARE GO.

Keeps Liquids Hot 
24 Hours.

Genuine Thermos Bottles now 
cost so little that everyone can 
afford one.

Invaluable in Nursery, Sick
room, Office," School or Factory.

$1.50 up.

T. J, DULEY St Co.,
The Reliable Jewellers and Opticians.
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