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try within the past year, in utter des-
pair of eking out a living in the land of
their birth. All our surroundings demonstrate
the necessity of resorting to other avocations.
He was glad to find His Excellency’s speech
alluding, in highly: favorable terms, to the
appreciation by the country of the Agl'iculmral
Act passed the session before last, of the ad-
vantages of which many persons have availed.
This will, no doubt, appear. when the papers
on the subject are before us. He (the Presi-
dent) hoped that sgriculture will, in the future,
constitute one of the main dependences of the
people, that they will cordially take hold of it,
and obviate the risk and uncertainty of reliance
upon a single pursuit, with its too frequently
recurring adverse results. There was one mat-
ter in the speech and reply, having reference to
the creation of employment for the people in
their favorite enterprise, which be heartily
approved of. The increased bounty on ship-
building was a wise move, because, while pro-
viding occupation, it at the same time stimu-
lated the comstruction of a class of vessels
fitted for the prosecution of the Bank and
Labrador fisheries. He believed the result of
this measure has been highly beneficial, and he
had heard it stated that the employment it
created has at present prevented much want
amongst the people, while providing means for
their employment in the futare. This course,
he believed, would entail no drain upon the
public funds, because the money thus spent in
bounties will be returned to the public ex-
chequer by increased comsumpfion on the
part of the people, Tendering them
contributors to, instead of a burthen
upon, the revenue. Such a method of aiding
in the suppors of the people was widely differ-
ent in nature and effect from that which is
termed sble-bydied poor relief. He should
not lay blame to any particular Government of
the colony for the existence and spread of this
system. All our administrations, for several
years, have, to a certain extent, appeared to
he forced to keep it alive, and, while it is very

233y to point out what governments should not |

do, it is very difficult to show what they should
do to remedy the growing evil. It is an ex-

tremely bhard problem to deal with. No doubt, |

much abuse has arisen in carrying out able-
bodied poor reliefy while very little, generally,
in the way of subsiantial work has been re-
tarned for the ootlay. If at all possible,
some siringent means should be devised to re-
press it and convince the people that they
must rely apon their own resources, impress-
ing as strongly as pessible upon them that it
is not the duaty of s government to find em-
ployment for them under all circumstances.
This system of poor relief is assuming alarm-
ing proportions, and, if not arrested, threatens
serious consequences to the financial capabili-
ties of the colony. From time to time vari-
ous suggestions have been advanced to deal
with it; sometimes acted upon with slight suc-
cess, but as a rule it seems to have grown in
spite of all efforts to keep it within bounds.
All sense of manliness and self-reliance
amongst the people is being destroyed by its
baneful influence. On the face of it, it seems
plausible enough to say that the public revenue
should be called upon to aid in support-
ing those who are unable to sapport
themselves, but an unfortunate feature
of the case is that numbers who could
help themselves will not do so, and they
are increasing, various sorts of imposition
being resorted to to" obtain a portion of the
public money. He thought it would be well
to consider whether some means may be adopt-
ed to interest the people in the different loeali-
ties in the expenditure for permanent poor,
with the view, if possible, of limiting it to
cases of absolute necessity. Some years back
it was proposed to levy local taxation to meet
local poor relief, but for various reasons the
idea was dropped as impracticable. There is,
however, a mode by which, withount resorting
to local taxation, the difficulty might possibly,
to some extent, be met. There are, as we
know, certain money grants for roads, loeal
improvements and other objects, annually ap-
propriated to the several districts. Now, if
the average poor expenditure of each district
for a certain number of years be ascertained,
and a rule made that so much shall be appro-
priated to any given district, and that if the
expenditureshould exceed that sum,the surplus
should become a charge upon its road, special
or other grants; and-that if the outlay was
short of the average, the balance should go to
the district in addition to 'its other grants for
local improvements. Thus a district would
benefit by having its poor expenditure kept
down, as the people inhabiting it would feel a
direct interest in relieving themselves as much
as posgible of the burthen that would be
thus imposed upon them by keeping their out-

lay for the poor down to the lowest reasonable:

point. Under the present system no one is

immediately concerned io repressing the ex-

penditure, while on the other hand many sre
interested in augwenting it. The sooner.this
matter is deslt with, with a strong hand, with
a due consideration to the dictates of humsn-
ity, and withoat barshoess or uncharitableness,
the befter for all coacerned, recipients as well
a3 others. Legitimate burthens for the sup-
. port of the infirm and destitute poor, we are
allwilling to assist in bearing, while the abuses
of .ihe system sre fsirly a subject of grave
_cowplaint. He spoke only in the hope that
-gome remedisl measures may suggest them-
selvés to the minds of others for the establish-
.- ment of loeal supervision, and enlisting local
interest in the curtailment of the expenditure
in the several outports. In St. John’s, he be-
lieved, everything connected with the poor re-
-lief is well managed ; the abuses he had spoken
of being in the extern districts, and the fur-
ther away the more difficult to’counteract. He
thought it incumbent upon all to offer any sug-
gestions that may occur to them, to save us
from the consequences .that must ensue in the
“bad refetred to be continied. =
o e o (To be Continved.) ik

course of a short time, if the sfate of thibge he
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KILLING TINE IN THE ASSEMBLY.

Long Séssions and Needless

Expense on the People.

'T1s a great calamity to the Commonwealth
to have reckless and unthinking people in the
lower branch of the Legislature. Members of
the Assembly should be wise and prudent men,
always careful to economize public time and
‘money, and never unmindful of their duty to

those they represent. Unfortunately, not msny §

such men are to be found in our House of
Commons to-day. One after another the few
independent and patriotic representatives of
the peorle have dropped out of politics, until
scarcely a single reliable man can now be found
in public life here. The natural consequence
is a two-fold extravagance—waste of public
time and waste of public money.

Take, for example; their conduct at the
present moment. The session is nearly three
weeks old and oar M.H.A.’s have been immo-
lating about an hour a day, on an average, of
their precious time daily upon the aliar of
colonial duty. To use the words of an ex-
change in s similar case : ¢ TLe truth that they
are public men summoned to do public busi-
ness has not yet dawned upoa them.” It is
time to interrupt their ease with the reminder
that the taxpayers of Newfoundland do not
give their legislators nearly $250 per annum to
idle away days watching the sergeant-at-arms
wrestle with the mace.

Why cannot the House settle down to
The Government should be prepsred
with legislation that would fully employ the
members from the day they assemble. A
delay of two or three weeks annually precedes
the active consideration of public business.
This is due tc a desire to prolong the session
and persusde the people that the members earn
their salaries. The House always squanders
ten or twelve weeks npon legislation that need’
not engross its energies for a month.

In years gone by there might have been some
excuse for long sessions and needless expendi-
ture, but certainly there is none now. Witha
depleted exchequer and financial obligations
increasing day by day, the country can ill
afford to have thirty-five or forty extravagant
individuals playing at statesmen for thegreater
part of three months every year. At least this
is the view the public take of the matter, and
popular sentiment seldom errs in such cases.
We hope His Excellency Governor Blake, who
has promised to administer the Government in
a constitutional manner, will keep his keen and
observant eye on ‘¢ honorable gentlemen” of
the Executive and compel them, during the
remainder of their term of office; to discharge
their obligations with some regard for the

public welfare.
L s 2 Sy S T |

CAPTAIN DAWES SEALING BILL.

AFTER the committee on the ¢ address in
reply ” was raised on Friday evening, the
House went into committee on the Sealing Bill
of the gallant Captain Dawe. For the infor-
mation of our sealers, thousands of whom read
the TELEGRAM, we shall give a little synopsis
of this bill :—

(1) It repeals last year’s Act.

(2) No sealer to kill seals before March
12th, or after April 20th, under a penalty of
$400.

(8) This section makes it unlawful to bulk
or pan seals before March 28th, or after April
20th, under a penalty of $400 for each seal.

(4) Forbids the bringing in of such seals
into any port of this colony. % )

(5) Penalties to be recovered from masters,
owners or crews ; that is, such of them as are

1 found guilty of a breach of the bill.

(6) Ne steamer allowed to go to the vﬁshery

after April 1st, on a second or subsequent trip,

in any year: Provided that if ship break
down first trip and has been forced to retarn
first trip, she may sail again any time before

‘April 10th.

(7) This section makes the penalty for
second trip double the value of seals taken,
which may be sued for before a Stipendiary
Magistratc. Appeal is allowed when the pen-
alty amounts to $100.

(8) This section makes masters incompetent
for two years who commit an offence under
the act. G :

(9) Vessels. cleared from this colony for
Davis Straits or Greenland fishery are liable to
the penalties of the act. |

(10) Gives the power to a Stipendiary
Magistrate to try all cases under the act.

(11) Limits the time of suing for all penal-
ties to three months. o

This “Bill passed through the temtiﬁgi
stages-on Fridsy night and was taken to the |

Council yesterday by Captain Dawe snd Mr,

! Murpby.

HOUSE OF - ASSEMBLY  NOTES.

Morri4nd ot Attack. Murpy.
THE' RADICAL MEMBER REPLIES.
Aueadments by Bond, Morine and Marphy.

Tue House met at 4 p.m. yesterday. Mr.
Bond arose to present some petitions having re-
ference to & matter of immediate moment and
legislation—the -Bait Bill. ' They were signed
by 1,000 fishermen, and prayed that the bill
would not be put in force. Although there
was a paragraph in the address about the Bait
Bill, the Speaker refused to receive them.
~ Mr. Morine got on his feet to make 8 per-
sonal statement concerning a slanderous edi-
| torial in the Government organ, the Mercury.
' He clearly showed that the editorial was pub-
lished the same day-as his speech on the ad-
dress, in order to detract from its value.

The House then went into committee on the
address. In accordance with his statement on
Friday night, Mr. Morris gave his speech upon
the address. The subject had been gone over
8o often that all chance of being original was
taken from him. He had something fresh to
say upon the paragraph on the Municipal Bill,
and referred baek to his connection with the
Sewerage Bill of last session, which had been
defeated in the Upper Chamber by petitions
brought about by the misrepresentations of its
contents in the public prints by Mr. Murphy.
He stated that Mr. Murphy did not oppose the
bill while going'through the House, and was
not present while the bill was passing. He
then went on and made full criticism of the
different paragraphs in the address.

Mr. Murphy, in reply, showed, by quoting
the official records, that he not only opposed
the bill- bnt spoke ‘against it, and that if he
were not present he could not have made such
a speech. = ‘With reference to the charge of
misrepresentation, here was his letter, and be
challenged the hon. member to point them out.

Mr. Scott then followed with a strong per-
sonal attack on Murphy’s conduct under the
bill of last session, to which that gentleman
replied in a skinning and telling speech, throw-
ing back each of Mr. Scott’s assertions upon
himself.

Mr. Greene then made a short speech on
the address, full of eulogy of the Govern-
ment. He added nothing fresh to the debate,
and spoke for twenty minutes.

Mr. McGrath took the floor after his friend
sat down and informed the House that, if other
gentlemen on his side had been bought, he at
least was not. Afte#Shea’s resolutions for a
railway North, the Government were broken
up, and he thought, in their extremities, after
they had spurned the Liberal Party, that thag
unfortunate amalgamation should never have
been entered: into. He had the pleasure of
seconding Mr. Bond’s Amendment to the Bait
Bill, and the Government did not know what
hardship they were inflicting on men to the
Westward. :

Mr. Bond made a short speech in substan-
tiation of his position on that bill. There were
now 420 vessels, 42,000 tons, out of St. Pierre,
to the Bank fishery, an increase of 70 vessels
more than last year. If the Government al-
lowed French vessels to enter Fortune Bay for
bait, as United States vessels are allowed, at
$1.50 per ton, this would amount to $63,000;
light daes $10,000, and bait money $200,000 ;
or, in all, $273,000. He referred to the wasted
rights of Fortune Bay fishermen and made a
speech so thoroughly showing the impractica-
bility of the Bait Bill, the loss it would occa-
gion the labor of the country, and the destitu-
tion that it wounld bring about, that he drove
fear and consternation into the ranks of the
Government, and made the Attorney General

41look so foolish and mad that he lost his tem-

per and, for the first time for the session, got
up to reply. In parenthesis—the Attorney
General is. much improved in manners since
his trip to Washington, and that St. Vitus-
dance of . eye-rolling, shaking himself and
twisting his face has, in a considerable degree,
lessened.

Mr. Winter said the condition of the coun-
try, the French competition in Spanish mar-
kets, and the falling off in catch and price of
our fish were the three very important reasons
that led the Government to this Bait Bill. He
referred to the vested rights of the fishermen
of Fortune Bay and said they amourted to
nothing as compsred with the interests of the
whole country, as secured by the Bait Bill.
Mr. Bond interposed and showed his (Mr.
Winter’s) inconsistency, when some years ago
presenting petitions, numerously signed, pray-
ing the Legislature to do away with sealing
steamers, he (Mr., Winter) said it could not be
done~no.matter how general the desire—on
account of the vested interests of the mer-
chants. _§ You, sit,” eaid Mr. Bond, ** regard
the vested jnterests of & half dozen St. John’s

‘9 SO A W

i é

woiuﬁvhé'u;t to the winds of Heaven
the vested rights of 5,800 people in Fortune ,

The Attorney General, being then ‘¢ knocked
out,” went on: “¢ We'll allow Americans to
buy bait, for they ecompete with us as men and
do not interfere with our markets.”

Mr. Morine showed how the Americans sent
fish to our West India markets, and how they
excluded us by protection from their own
markets. :

The Attorney General was now beginning to
look foolish and ¢ sorry that he enlisted.” He
said the bill was not his.

¢¢ Do you renounce,” ssid Mr. Bond, ‘* your
own child.” .

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL—*‘‘ The bill had
more fathers than me.”

Mr. MurpEY—*‘ It was therefore illegiti-
mate.”

TaE ATTORNEY GENERAL—*‘¢ Men have often
to clothe the children of others.”

Mzr. MornE—*¢ You were foolish to put
clothes on this mercantile baby.’’

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL—*‘ It was given me
to put in shape. 1 had merely to tie the rib-
bons around it.”

Mr. MurpHY—‘* YOu were then the wet
nurse.”

Mr. MoriNE—¢¢ Judging from his speech,
he is a dry one.”

Mr. Winter, having been thus peppered, sat
down confused and mauttering ‘¢ bosh.”

To-morrow we shall give the amendments
and the manner of voting. The address
passed at 12 o’clock iast night.

LAST NIGHT'S CONCERT.

—_—

TeE Athenseum concert of last evening drew
a pretty large audience and, as a whole, was
quite successful. The lady aingeis were Miss
Fisher, Mrs. March, both of whom were in
excellent voice and were handsomely encored ;
Miss Shirran, who gave ‘¢ Happy Little
Maiden” very felicitously. ¢ The Better
Land,” interpreted by a young lady whose
name we failed to learn, was characterised by
the plaintive pathos which breathes through
the melody. Mrs. Steer’s pretty lyric re-
ceived the treatment of a delicate and
very musical soprano voice. Colonel Fawcett
recited the sad, sad story of youthful heroism
andjyouthful hepe ; but, alas! it lay baried in

the front ranks of the slain, nearest the enemy.
The gentlemen who favored the audience with
solos were Doctor Rendell, Mr. Corner, Mr.
Crane and Mr. Anderson, whose songs were
complimentally honored by the audience, but
two of whom appeared a second time—Mr.
Corner, by repeating a verse of ‘¢ Simon the
Cellarer,” and Mr. Crane, with the last verse
of ¢“ The Anchor’s Weighed,” both of which
fine airs—old, to be sure, but always fresh—
they rendered in capital tones and good style.

&

HE LOST HIS TEMPER.

MRr. ATTORNEY GENERAL WINTER completely
lost his temper during the debate on Mr.
Bond’s amendment to the ‘¢ address in reply”
last night. In thus acting he (Mr. W.) com-
mitted a great mistake, for which he suffered
severely at the hands of the Opposition. The
janior member for Bonavista had almost as
much fun with him as the Philistines of bygone
days had with Israel’s Attorney General Sam-
son. The result was different, though: Samson
succeeded in bringing dmm the house every
time, while in the casebefore us, our Attorney
General didn’t manage to bring it“86wn once,
all the ‘¢ bringing down” being done by the
Opposition.

NOTES AND COMMENTS.

To CorresPONDENTS.—*¢ Beaver ”’ and ¢¢ Oc-
casio Facit Furem,” Bonavista—Your interest-
ing communications are before us and will re-

ceive due attention. ¢‘ Nehemiah McGrath ”’
and ¢« II. I.""—We shall pupiisn your letiers

to-morrow.

&

WE learn that the postal authorities of Can-
adaand the United States bave ‘‘ improved” the
parcel post between the two countries, to the
incalculable advantage and convenience of the
two peoples. What has our Postmaster Gen-
eral done in this direction for Newfoundland?

P
&

THE social attraction for to-morrow evening
will be the annunal tea-meeting in the base-
ment of Queen’s Road Congregational Church.
Elaborate preparations are being effected by
the committee, who seem determined to make
this event an unparalleled success in every
particular. The musical aad literary pro-
gramme promises to be more than ordinarily
interesting, a resolution having been passed
prohibiting ¢ dry readings ™ altogether, and
making long speeches a grave social misde-
meanor. This is a bold dictum to promulgate
at a-tea-meeting, but it is absolutely neces-
sary under existing circumstances. Desperate
diseases can only be checked by powerful
remedies. As regards the tables and their
contents. Well, it is only necessary to say
that these very important matters will be at-
tended to by the good ladies who have under-
taken to ‘‘ furnish” as well as ‘¢ preside.”
All things considered, then, a very pleasant
evening is pretty certain. Shouldn’t be sar-
prised to hear some snowy-headed but frolic-
some octogenarian shouting, no his way home
to-morrow night : £

Now, by my ml,, and by these hoary hairs,
P’m so o’erwhelm’d with pleasure, that I feel

A latter spring within my wither'd limbs,
That shoots me out again: - v Ao

By Telegraph
FROM THE WEST COAST.

Heavy Snow Storm at Channe],
OUR PISHERMEN AND THEIR PROSPECT

(Special to the Evening Telegram.)
CHANNEL, Last Evening,

Yesterday a strong breeze prevailed frop
the southeast, culminating in a heavy snoyw
storm. To-day the wind is west and the
weather fine and mild. None of the boats
ventured out on the fishing ground since yes-
terday. The catch, so far, has been pretty
good, and, with favorable weather, it may b;e
considerably angmented. Our fishermen do
not appear to be much better off than they
were at this time last year.

&>

FROM ROSE BLANCHE.
All the Skiffs Out—nNo Drlft Ice.

(Special to the Evening Telegram.)
Rose BLANCHE, This Forenoon.

To-day the wesather bere is fine, and, the
barbor being clear of ice, all the fishing skiffs
are out. No drift ice can now be seen in any
direction, and prespects are favorable. A
lighv breez: is blowing from the northzsst.

ENGINEERS AND FIREMEN STRILE
No- Change in Dominion Tarf
BURIED BY AN AVALANCHE
Germany Supports Russia’s Deman.

Havrirax, N.S., Feb. 28.
The engineers and firemen on the Chicago
Fifteen

and Barlington railway have struck
thousind employés are idle.
No change will be made in the Canadian

tariff this season.

The village of Vallorta, North Italy, has
been buried by an avalanche, and many per-
sons Killed.

Germany supports Russia’s demand for the

deposition of Prince Ferdinand.
£ sl

FROM CAPE RACE.

(8pecial to the Evening Telegram.)
CarE RacE, This Evening.
A brisk breeze from E.N.E. has been blow-
ing all day, with heavy rain. The slob ice is
now close in on the shore. No vessels have
been sighted to-day.

4O

LOCAL VARIETIES.

No ARRIvALs last night. The drift ice 18
now heing forced in the narrows.

sl

CurrLers are reminded of the ¢ Toints
Match ”’ to-morrow at the usual hour, ice per-
mitting.

- TN

IN consequence of the disagreeable weather,
the ‘¢ Benevolent ” practice is postponed until
Saturday at 7.30 p.m.

A Speciar MeeTiNG of the St. John's Typo-
graphical Union will be held at the usual
place, this (Tuesday) evening, at 8 o'clock.
A full attendance is respectfally requested.
Our special despatches from the West

Coast ho ] wmith —-wpvuv W0 D€ 8D
proachi’x‘;{ge seaf) eﬁ(suher‘_; in the Gulf. The cod

fishery about Channel and Rose Blavche i8
also being successfully prosecuted.

TrE address of the Assembly in reply to the
Governot's speech was presented at half-past
twelve this a’ternoon to His Excellency al
Government House, by the members of that
body, to whom the Governor returned an 3p-
propriate respouse.

‘ DIED. )
On Sunday, the 26th inst., Mary Jane, beloved wife
of Charles E’ilis, and eldest daughter of the late William
Pinkham i

—

ed 48 years, a native of Stokeinteignhead,
Devon, E’ng and. ~Funeral to-morrow (Wednesday) at
11 o’clock, from her late residence, 202 Water Strect,
when friends and acquaintances are respectfully re-
quested to attend without further notice.

At Hillsboro, St. John’s, Nfid., this morning, after 3
lingering illness, aged 256 years, Robert Hedley Vicars,
(late of the Registrar Genéral’s Department, New Zet-
land) eldest son of the Hon. Mr. Justice Pinsent, Qf tl{e
Supreme Court of Newfoundland. Funeral on Thurs-
day next at 12 o’clock. )

At Conception Harbor, on Sunday, the 26th inst.. afte!
a painful illness, Captain Thomas 8t. John, aged 67 yIs:
He leaves a wife and a large number of friends to mourn
their sad loss. 'The deceased was a good friend to the
wi;l%w and orphan, whose prayers he always solicited.—

R.LP.
At Boston, on the 8rd inst., after a lingering illness,
John, son of John Butler, aged 29 years.—R.L.P.

SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE.

ENTERED. _
25 —Curlew, Delaney, St Pierre, 2 days, Bowrjog
Bros —ballast. Scotia, Smith, Liverpool, 27 dy$,
J & W Stewart—35 tons coal, 55 half-chests ted,
general cargo.

27—Aurora, ss, Fairweather, Dundee, 21 days, w
Stephen & Co—supplies for the seal and whale
fishery.

" CLEARED.
25— Portia, Dawson, New York, Harvey & Co —1941
qtis fish, 100 brils apples, 1 qtr.-cask wine, 40 tres
salmon.

“+97—Seretha, Harvey, Rio de Janeiro, P&L Tessier

—2499quis fish. Bthel, Sopp, Pernambuco, Job,
Bros & Co-4992 gtls fish. Stonehouse, Lant

|7 e
' Barbados, Job, Bros & Co—188! qtis fisu.
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