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" "but a man’s broke in this country
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DIGGING

THE ARGONAUTS AT NOME.

How the gold was discovered on
the beach has been told with so
many variations that one may al-
most conclude, in the words of one
who wrote at Nome four: months
after the discovery, that “the name
of the man who first washed gold
from these shores will in all prob-
ability never be known.” Several
persons appear to have discovered
- gold on the beach at nearly the
same time, and when the import-
ance of the discoveries became
known, so rapidly did the new.
spread that it might reasonably
seem as if the discovery was made

simultaneously in several places.
Tt is true,yet hardly creditible, in
view of the hold it has taken upou
the imaginations « f pgople,-that the
beach should be ot much less intrin-
" gic value, mile for wile than the
creeks and gulehes. Anvil Creek
had been discov-red justa year;
the (ape Vome Mining District has
been organized and the stampede
for the new fields begun before the
- beech gol ! was knowo. Anvil Creek
was diseoxered it July, 1898; tie
beach in July 1899. Asearly as
January, 1899, fine bcac_b gold was
found at Penny River, ten miles
west of Nome, and some. claims
located there as “black sand” cl aims.
The claims were in the mouth of

the river, and it was thought at

the time that the black or mag-
netic sand which contained the gold

came there from the river. During
the whole winter the staking of
creeks went on, and even the tundra
for miles east and west on Snake

" River was attacked by Laplanders
and others. - -

Upon the opening of navigation
in the spring of 1899, a small stean),
er from St. Michael was the first to
arrive, sailing into Snake River on
May 28. . Some whalers nextarriv-
ed through the pack ice. . Then fol-
lowed the steamer Garonue, :about
the 20th of June, with passengers
from outside: Before she suceeeded
i landing them all a storm’ arose
and she made for St. Michael, the
remaining passengers shipping on
the Alaska Company’s steamer
Bertha, which proceeaed to Nome,
carrying also some passengers from
the first river steamer. downm the
Yukon—about two hundred alto-
gether—which she landed at Nome
onJune 28. Other boats arrived
with a few more Yukoners. The
new-comers found, as soon-as they
set foot upon the beach, the ground
staked as far as the eye oould
reach. They went ont upon the
creeks, and finding them slso stak-
ed for miles, they returned to town
disgusted. Among these first-com-

_ ers was a newspaper- man, J. W.
Logan, whom I had first met on the
Dyea trail in 1897, on his way to
Klondike. After many hardships,
he reached that winter, dragging
his sled over the ic2, worked at his

- professson, being one time editor of
the “Midoight Sun,” and left Daw-
son on the strength of a report
brought ovérland by dog-team of
the strike on Anvil Creek. A pub-
lished statement that Logan was

the man who found the first gold on
the beach led me to question Him on

this point, and he said:

HOW “PAY DIRT” WAS
FIRST FOUND..

“I have never exclaimed that I
was the first to find gold; gold may
have been found before. But I will
tell you what I know about the
beach discovery. When I got here
from Dawson, I went back on the
creeks and prospected, hut didn’t
find anything I thought mmuch of.
I came back to the beach, and I
found a man whom I had known
in the Yukon—Paul Becker—and
he let me stay in his tent, as I had
no tent. ‘I'was broke. Oh, I may
have had a hundred dollacs or so,

when he hasn’t more than that.
{ | -“Becker and 1 went down the
“Heach, and just a quarter of a mile
slow- Nome I saw sorze Swedes

kifig on the trunda. 1 went to

GOLD AT CAPE NOME.

AV

| they were making, They said, Five [ which the gold was found. This
lor six dollars a day.’ I examined'sand wastaken from a rich “pay-
streak,” but it was reported outside
that sand like that was to be found
everywhere a man might pat his
shovel along miles of beach. No
wonder the new-comers believed.
that any one who could find room
on the beach to place a rocker
could take out a moderate fortune

their dirt, and I said to them tha

with such dirt they cught to be
making fifty or a hundred a day.
They, laughed. I ‘told them they
didn’t have the right kind of a
rocker to save the gold, which was
go fine. That was on Wednesday the
19th of July. Next morning I went
up the beach to the west of Snake
River about a mile, and at the foot
of a little ‘draw’ which ran out of
the tundra I dug three holes and
found a prospect that excited me.
I brought some dirt back, a shovel-
ful from each hole, and washed it in
an iron rocker in the street and got
ove~ two dollars —two dollars and

eleven cents. I didn’t tell Becker
as 1 had promised another man to

work with him if we found any-
thing. [h the aftérnocn of the same
day becker weat up the beach
about two miles, and when be came
back he showed me gold in a liitle
bottle, and he asked me, ‘What do
you think of that? There was
about nineteen dollars in what be
| had panned out. He wanted me to
work with him, but I staved him
off. The. next day, Friday, July
21, Becker went to work at this
place, aad on the following Sunday,
July 23, I went to work where I
got my prospect. We were the
first to begin work ou the beach. I
made the first discovery of ‘pay,
but Becker was the first to begin
working.”

‘THE BuiLDiNG OF A GoLp CAMP.

At the moment of the discovery
of the beach gold there were in the
neighborhood of Nome probably’
500 to 800 miners. Several! hun-
dred miners frem Kotzebue Sound,
disgusted and disheartened by their
wretched experience upon that
crazy stampede, and attracted by
the reports of the recent discovery
of gold on Ophir Creek at Golofnin
Bay, had worked their way overland
during the winter and around the
coast in boats in the early summer.
The Anvil discovery had attracted
many of these together with miners
from Golofnin Bay, and even the
Yukon, but the report of that fab-
ulously rich strike was generally-
discredited at Klondike. By the
first boat down river went a trusted
man who was to return immediately
and report the truth; but, leaving
before the beach was discovered and
the creeks themselves not proving
attractive as he thought they should
he returned to Dawson with word
that Nome was a “fake”—“a scheme
of the transportation companies.”
'Cousequently 1t was late in August
before the news reached Dawson
and early September before the
great rush, numbering,according to
one, -report, 8000 miners, landed on
the golden strand.

“At one time there were 2000 men.
workiug on the beach. Lawyer and
Docter rocked side by side with the
sunbrowned miner. Two men rocked
out $600ina day of ten hours.
Cummings and “Missouri Bill,” two
old Yukon miners, did better than
that—127 ounces 10 one day an
ounce better than Lancasters famous
bence-claim record at Klondike.
Most of theg gold was very fine—so
fine and flaky that many of the
crude rockers employed saved but
a small part of the gold that wasin
the sand. Yet five dollar nugguts
were common, and one was found
that weighed $36.65. Ground that
would not pay more than 25cents a
day, was accounted poor, while
some averaged $100 a day per man
for over fifty days. $900,000 was

of the heach—and is. probably cor-
rect. But the wild ones guessed
from two to six millions, and their
wild guesses were given the utmost
publicity. Newspapers, obviously,
have no means of verifying state-
ments which require immediate
publication. ‘Upon the arrival of
the steamers at Seattle and San
Francisco many exaggerations and
false statements found their way
into .print. A certain company
carried back from Nome as ballast

~% and 1 asked them how much

PR

the lowest estimate of the output )

in a short summer. They brought
with them “known-down” rockers,
or else the' lumber with which to
build them; and lumber for boats
to carry them,. a tent, some grub
and’ their mintng tools to the sel-
ected spot along the beach. Others
invested in patent gold saving ma-
chines, which look like farm ma-
chinery more than anything else,
while many who had gone outside
with fat “pokes,” which they had
rocked out of the beach, returned
with small’ gasolene aund steam
pump for pumping water from the
sea into sluice boxes. Nor was the
“poor man ‘and the small-capit-list
the only ones allured to the beach.
Companies were organized: in the
large cities of the east particularly
and brought huge pamping plants
and dredging machines for opera-
tion upon barges and steamers, to
work that portion of the beach be-
low the surface of the water where
the “rocker men” tould not go.

THE JUNE STAMPEDE To THE
BEACH.

All day and all night—if there
may be said to be any. night in
this lattitude in June—the sound
of hammers and saws ‘was to be

front of Nome. Men, usually in
partieg of three to, five, threw to-
gether, with more or less skill, skiffs
and dories, dragged them ' into the
water loaded them with a few
weeks provisions, with rockers and
other mining tools, and then
hoisting a sail, if the wind was fair,
‘'started off. up or down the coast
The sea continued as smoothe as a
lake, offtimes with hardly a ripple
of surf. Ceol breezes tempered the
hot rays of the sun, which only
grew less oppressive as it swung
around to the northern “horizon.
Behring sea had been diseribed as
continual storms and Nome as a
land of perpetual rain. Finer weath-
er than that which smiled upon this
army of gold bunters could scarcely
be found in any land.

Last year the work on the heach
was done from Soake River (Nome
City) eastward to Nome river, dis-
tance of 4 miles, and westward from
Snake to Penny River, a distance
of 10 miles. In the latter stretch
the richest sand was found, and so
it was there that the main body of
the miners proceed directly. The
more impatient set up their ma-
chines alongside their tent in .town
or hauled them a little way out of
town, where nigging a hole in the
sand, they began shovelling it into
there machines. Natuaally theee
were the first to become discour-
aged- Pet altogether the first re-
sults may be discribed as disapoint-
ing. The greater part of them
had no experieace a4t mining nor
were their machines generally
adapted for :aving the exceedingly
fine gold which predominates on
this beach. Several other facts
were not taken into consideration.
Goldeven in the richest gold fields

heard along the tent-packed sea- |

tremely uneven in its distribution
and, besides, navigation closed the
fall before. In ome place a steam
thawer was setup in a tent and
successfully worked. At short
intervals the miners built cavins or
dugouts of pri‘twood and after
stripping the sand packed it to
their warm cabin s where they
rocked or panned it out.- Thus by
the time we arrived the richest
spots ofthe picvious year had
been worked over once or twice.

A SpEcTACLE UNIQUE IN HISTORY;

On the 4th of July, between

Snake and Penny Rivers, no fewer

than five thousand men were work-

ing on the beach. In the first si:

miles west of here, by actual tally
made as I passed along in a launch
half a mile from shore, there wers
six hundred add fifty-four tents,

eighty cabins, seventy-four steam
and gasolene plants in operation or
getting started, and one hundred
and seventy-<even smail’ gold-sav-
ing machines, ot which ninety per
cent were rockers. ‘As many of
the rogkers were down in heles or
in cabins, and escaped observations
from the considerable distance from
shore, their actual number, judged
by thé number of tents, was hard-
ly short of five hundred. While be-
yond, in the remaining four miles
to Penny River, tents and men
were in spots even more numerous
than in the neaver distance, On
that strip of sand the inhabitations
of the miners averaged a digtance
apart of only forty to fifty feet, and
as each tent was occupied by no
fewer than two, men, while there
were a.dozen in others, it is almost
literally true that a letter could be
started from Penny River and pass-
ed to Nome City, ten miles, with-
out a man ctepping from his tracks!
And still the antsmnd scows kept
passing westward, until, in the
short space of a few weeks from
the time the steamers discharged
their cargoes upon the shore, a
beach once peopled by a few score

of men in “dugouts” was a line of
tents, a thin dotted line of white
glistening in thke sunlight, from
Nome River to Sinrock, a distance
of over twenty-six miles. ' At the
present date, between Sinrock River
and Topkok, some forty miles east
of Nome, they are in operation no
fewer than one hundred and seyen-
ty-five plants operated by steam
and asolene. and rockers without
‘number. e

Regarded purely as a spectacle
the lii: has ngver en seemfore,
and, like that thin blarck line of men
going over Chikoot, and the miles
of boats side by side along the nank
of the Yukon at Dawsonin 1898,
it is a sight which onecan be rea-
sonably sure will never be witness-
ed again. G

Likeé{ all newly diseovered gold
‘ﬁelds, pe Nome has been over-
run by would-be miners—persons
with a little inoney and no mining
experience. Many of these, entic-
ed by stories of fabulous wealth to
be had for the asking, gave up their
homes in the East.’ All the money
L they- possessed was just enough to
land them at Cape Nome. They
had apparently no thought of the
homeward journey—one equal as
hazardous as the outward passage.

Some few of course, were lucky
enough to make “a strike,” but the
nﬁliority. after a few weeks of
“alleged” mining, found themselves
“stranded” at the mercy of board-
in%;:muae keepers, and compelled
to beg for a home.

- Navigating the waters leading to
Cape Nome, through fields of ice
at times ard often in unknown and
uncharted channels, has been one of
the drawbacks encountered by the
captains _of the steamers which
bave been carrying passengers and
stores between Seattle and Cape
Nome. Several of these vessels
with their precious freights, have
grounded at various points, others
have stuck fast in the ice. If
while in this predicament a gale
had sprung up, the steamers would
undoubtedly have been lost, and a
number, perhaps all, of their pass-

in the world,as Klondike, is ex-

engers would have been drowned.

[

weigh

weigh

a quantity of the “ruby” sand_ in

A FEW FAVORITES FOR HUNTINQ.

& ;

Model 1894, 20 W. C. F. caliber, * Extra Light,” §i

Y Modet 1894,

»'af Model7 11)%92. 44 and 38 caliber, “ Take Down,” weight §if

PRVAPREE Model 1886, 45-70 caliber, ¥ » [
4 X , % Extra Light,” weight

unition; Made for

Rep
' For All Kinds of Shooting.
il All Desirable Calibers and Weights

§ 6 1-2 pounds.

30 W.C, ¥\ caliber, “ g
t 7 34 pounds, S Bow

vgrgogopnlar departwient, and upwards of
1
E’rl,ioiputing in.this feature of the order.

two weeks of ill
the suceeeding tén weeks, an
any. year, besides a funeral benefit of $30,
The fees, payable monthly in advance, are
as follows : }

Between 18 and 25 years
“

the officers or members
address

The Canadian Order of Messe? :
This purely Canadian fraternal benovo
lent society was orgenized iw 1879, aud now
has & membership of upwards of 33,000, dis-
tributed in every province of the Dominion.
The society gives insurance to its members
in policies of $600, $1000, $1500 or $2000.
The premiums payable monthly in advance,
are as follows : -

Between the On On On On

Age of $500 $1000 $1500 $2000
18 to 25 -35¢ 60c  90c ' $1.20.
25 vo 30 40c 55c 68¢c = 1.20
30 to 35 45¢ 70c 1.05 1.40
35 to 40 50c. 85¢ 1.28 170
40 to 45 55¢ 1.00 1.50 2.00

After paying upwards of ove million

and'a half dollars in death claimg, the
order had & surplus in the insurance de.
partment of $823,000, at the end of No-
vember last, all of which is 1nvested in
gild-edged securities in Canada, or “fs on
deposit in the best monetary institutiens
of the country. Not a dollar of the mon:
eys collected for the insurance fand is or
has been used for the expenses cf manage:
Pment. The death rate per. 1000, of mem-
berghip in 1898 was 4.56 and aince the
organization of the society in 2879, thé av-
age death rate has been only 4.95.

‘The sick and Funeral Benefit Branch is a

of the members of the society are

e benefits are $3 per week for the first
y and $5

r week for
$56  during

Indigestion canbe Gured;

An Open Letter from a Promi
nent Clergyman. ;

C. GATES, SON & CO.,

3 ASHidd.lewn. N. 8; \ 7

EAR SIRS,—Please pardon m:

answering yours of weeks -gl Ya?

have'no hesitation in recommending your

/

I was. distressed with
A1 m remedies, each which
gave me no relief. I“was adyised to

tho oke who gave me such advice.

Th3 very first fm lullpod me, and_before

hatf of the first bottle m;—.‘i‘{ wes
completély «.cured. I have 'net ‘been
troubled with the disease since. I heve
taken* octasion to recommend your medi-
cine publicly upon- several -occasions, and

heartily do sonow. You are at ltherty to .

use tiris in any way yos please;
Yﬂrbr.\ trot ‘f

VR M,

Pagtor Bap -t Bridgetown,

Sold ev:ivirLaze at B0 a Bottle.

Youna,

—_—— -

> O T OO OO RS

. 25cts.

25 and 30 years
‘¢ 30 and 35 years
¢~ 85and 40 years
‘. 40 and 45 years

35cts.
40cts.
45cts,

id out in sick and funeral benefits,
143,000 in death benefits. Al p'::ically

aud morally qualified males betweer )5 and |
45 years of age, who are not debarred on!
account of their occupatiou, are accepted
for membership. .

Far further particulars eaquire of any of
of e o?q the order or

E. ELLIOTT, THOS. WHITE.
H, C. R., Ingersoll, High Sec Brantford.
Or ERNST GARTUNG, 8. O. Brantford

The Warmn Weather has come
ond so have the flies /
To help you keep them out of

for doors, which I am sélling vergdow. Also
White Mountain Ice
Cream Freezers,
2 to 8 quarts. 57

3. H. PHINNEY.

" DUNLOP

Solia Rubber. -

Carriage Tire

———— :

¢ A new carriage tire that makes
riding on all roads a pleasure—econ-
omical, too, for it does away with the

8end at once for Free Tire Cata-
logue, giving prices of all sizes. i

THE
Dunlop Tire Co. Ltd.
TOROKTO.

ONE CAR STEEL
WI/RE NAILS.

Sold low to the trade.

P Hennessy

In the Clutch

i o

Don't neglect that persictent hacking
cough till you find yourself in the clutch of
Consumption, It's an easy matter to stop

it now by taking | .
DR, WOOD'S NORWAY PINE SYRUP,

e

het g

' 30cte. |

Daring the year 1898 over $43,000 was

and |

@APDAP<D DAPADADEDD

Br.” Jomx, meufm. MoNTREAL, ' ‘
Notice to Builders and B3N, ITeRAAL O CoTEamt:
. LIEVE. : S
contractors " LOOK OUT FOR IMITATIONS AND 8UB~

This pleasant remedy heals and sdothé
the jungs and bronchial tubes; and cures

i SEUPE 2R

AR gl
: Se;éd%. ¢ Seeds. 7
¢ Jast ,;‘ 1(- _Frr'e:;# Timothy, 2
TWdver and ad} kindy offield &
and gardien seeds, 3 g
Bargains, %
3 Cans Corn for 25 c(—n\}ts.
ST Ry 25 .Y
Sold at

M.

|
|

|

.
on’s
k)
1 .' D

=
=
[=%3
=
<2
=
[
P
<D
=
=
]

Time 'Table.
On and after Wednesbay, 128h Bept. 1000,
s ,STR. MIRAMICHI ¥

will leave Chatham every morning (SUindays ex-
New-

7:10 £
Jour horse hiave on hand & g0od | R ut7.i5a. . aad Obathiss st D m-tor” poloa
\ PPLY ¥ gnoiwnd‘ mk viz, — Loggieville, O_IK‘NMRI'H
Sereen Mﬂv v - ape ot Wi um.- o VB ‘Tuesday s
Adjustable Window Screens, | Thursdays and Sat ~ %0 Chatham on
Green Wire Netting. b L £ G
8 M S&:vﬂmmnntauydnmuhm
pring Hinges, unless to Iand passengers who are to return same day
Kunobs .“lam Meals and Retreshments on board st reasonable
rates b : .

STEAMER NELSON. *
COMMENCING SEPT 17th 1900

WILL LEAVE \
Chatham at Nelson ‘at Newcastle
9a. m, 9 504 mi 1Ba.m. »
VR R L
g0 ggo Ta 700w !
p°  Tuesdays, Th 3 .
** Nelson " will Jeave Chatha
vl o B, vou. n_:ufpﬁ.,ornurl
Bee Passenger M‘Mld-.‘ iR ;
ALL HMWJIMTB;MAD.A W
J.AMH'D'EINILAND. '~
i Manager,

ESTATE NOTIGE.

—_——

vibration that shakes and breaks Town in the County of Nor-

o , B¢ | ambariund, decshsed, are here.
v Vi by notified to file the ssme, duly attested,
A V.shaped space between the rub- with us within three months from this date;
ber tire and stepl ts udm ted to_ the said estate
the creeping and ou which other | 3%’ tred to make immediate payment to -
tires are subject to. Septhe exhib- . { U% . T3 SUTNG
bit at the big fares. { Dated at Newonstle, 4th September, 1000,

DAVIDSON & AITKEN,
Y Solicitors for said Estate.

STITUTES. THE GENUINE BOTTLE
BEARS THE NAME, :

PERRY DAVIS & SON.

20

LIEE
INSURANCE'
LGy
PORTLAND, ME
NMANAS A ANANN
Incorporated 1848,

~$32,000,000.00
Yo Incontestable

.« POLICY
FROM DATE OF ISSUE.

paid-“’ an v.'. -.‘ i,.:,;
. v B <».; iy \k

Invigorating Syrup.

; try
ouf Invi rcun‘g Syrup, which I readily °
Eid. md‘?we elt ’gn&lul ever siuce to *

“ ,“‘ 4

UNTON MUTUAL

PAID TO POLIOY HOLDERS OV E '

Extended Insurance, . -

§ o

R L

&
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