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SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING
CHAPTERS

Masse St. Quintin, a wealthy young
Engnshrynan. sees & beautiful young woman
pamed Miss Densley at Cowes, and, by a
cnn-full) designed accident, m s to
He nnds that she lives with her

4 Mme. Leblane, who
e, a?‘d (eu an Invi-
tation to their house. near ond

In nnplv.e of the objections of hls friend,
James Ince. & lawyer, ju whom he confldes,
and who declares the girl is an adventuress,
St. Quintin visits her and her rouuvee
are charming people. But as he leaves
the house he hear® a muffied cry of Hur-

er!” and returns
s ;1 Laeblanc convinces him that there Is no
one in the room v\hence the sound seemed
to proceed, but later he learns that a Lon-
don solicitor has myi\erloully disappeared,
being last seen In the nel‘hborhoog of the

T hman’s ho
. €‘ncc.zu intin, mm ever, decides to fo..ow up
the mystery, but the pursult is pieasantly
interrupted by an une
make Jove to x':“s:engp

he premptly z
nz:‘t rﬂggrds r;um more hlghly than an

er suitors, but she Isn’t ready to bind
gelf with an engafem nt nor will her uncio
and aunt permit it The ‘young man, how-
ever, greatly epcour raged. returns to tewn
to purchaue a fMtting gift for the woman of
his heart

St ui takes Ince to the Le-
blgnf: sndQ h‘i ite of lha op{oosluon of
his host, obtamn a promise. O rriage
from )ﬂsn Densl Inee can find 0o flhult

St. Quintin~ remains
loyal to Several days after-
ward they go to the Leblanc home, and
Ince makes & discovery that completely un-
perves him.

~

(CONTINUED FROM LAST ~———ald
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CHAPTER X11I—Continued

AUNDERS, the
footman who open-
ed the door, looked
pale and worried.
so obviously that
St. Quintin feit
more sure than be-
tore that Ince had
really had some
very alarming ad-
venture there. To
the visitor's In-
quiry whether Miss
Densley was at
home, the man re-
plied. -“No, sir,”
and the same Aan-
swer was glven

when St Quintin inquired for Monsleur

Leblane. Then, after a moment's hesi-

tation, the young man said quietly:
“Then I'll wailt till one or other of

them returns.”

And he boldly walked into the house.

The servant was struck with evident
consternation.

“It's of no use indeed, sir. They can-
not see you today, neither of them. I
you’ll write a note 'l give it to Mon-

sieur Leblanc when he comes back.”

But St, Quintin had caught the sound
of Miss Densley’s voice, and that of &
man coming from the direction of the
drawing room. He made straight for
that room witkout another word. The
footman placed himself betors the door,
however.

«It's as much as my place is. worth,
sir, to let you EO in, or am visitor,
against my masters orders,” he sald
entyre~tt=~ly,

“pl) let your master kKnow that you
di® your best to prevent m. coming in,”
said St. Quintin.

But still the servant, much agitated,
re-zsed to give way. And St. Quintin,
raisinz his voice, was ordering hiri to
fet him pass, when they heard a door
on the left auickly unlocked, and Mon-
sieur Leblanc, deadly _pale but very
qguiet and self- restrained, came out.

«What is the matte T AR, Mr. Bt
Quintin, it is you? How is it, £ -unders,
that you did not tell this gentleman that
we are not receiving today?”

«your servant did his duty, Monsleur
Leblane, and told/ the lle your ordered
him to tell. But #s 1 felt sure it was a
lie, I presumed ¢ disregard it. I have
come to see your miece, my flancee, and
as 1 know she is In the house; you ¢an
scarcely deny me the right to sée her.”

«Is it not unusual for gen lemen,”
said Monsieir Leblane, with = slight

stress
order given by 2 lady.”

St. Quintin smiled drily.

“Do you mean to say that Marie
gave that o-der, that she was not to
be at home H 1 called?”

~] gave it,” said Monsie:r Lebi: :~,
suddenly becoms: ™8 bolder, though he
still spoke very Qqu- tetly and was very
pale.

The footman had retreated, leaving
his master and the visitor to fight their
battle out by themsel\c st. Quintin
stood his ground.

‘:Am 1 to understand, then, that you
deny me the right to see your nilece?”

“As a right, ves, 1 do deny it. It 1s
not true that you are engaged to her—
yet. That may come, \I hepe will come,

when M~ willlams”'—

“Qh, Mr, Willlams be hanged! Give
me his ad*--~<, and Lll settle tnat dif-
ficulty without delay ’

The young man had ralsed his vofce,
speaking angrily and with impatience;
Monsieur Leblanc dragged him hastily
away from the drawing room door, and
thrusting him inside the dining room,
went in, shut the door, and faced him,
frowning.

“You are bebaving in a very singular
fashion, Mr. St Quintin, _ You gurely
cannot think you have & rlght to try to
vally me accepting you as a guitor
for my niece!” 4

+Of course not ' said St. Quintin, try-
ing to keep as quiet as the Frenchman,
but not succeeding in keeping his voice
well under contr .. “All I ask 13 that 1
may be allowed to see her when i know
she is In the house. That is a very
small privilege  ask, and it ls one 1
didn’'t expect you to refuse me.’

“How 1s it you take for granted she
is in the house?”

I heard her voice.
man’'s voice, tpo.”

Monsieur Leblanc smiled, but uneas-
iy

You do- not tnink she is to speak to
no man but you, becaus< you wish to
marry her?

“Of course not. But you seem to for-
get that she likes me, that she admitted
1t, that she looked upon herself as en-
gaged to me, two evenings ago, just as
certainly as I looked upon myself as
enzaged to her.” .

“¥ou were both too basty. Airs. Mor-

Ané ‘I heard a

L

pon the word, “to disregard an

timer thought so too.”

“It's nothing to do with Mrs. Mortl-
mer,” cried St Quintin, * who, with
James Ince's warnings fresh in 'his
mind, was taking quite openly an atti-
tude of suspicion toward the French-
fman. “Once for all, do you [ntend to
let me see Miss Densley, or shall I bring
my friend Ince back here to deal with
you?"

Monsieur Leblanc's face changed to a
deadly color when the name was men-
tioned.

“Ince!
here?”

Back here!
he ask-d flercely,

He has been
under his

—

l

breath.

St. .Quintin was silent. . He was in a
dilemma, not knowing what had passed
between Ince and the meémb . of .8
household. However, he was pleased
to see the effect his words had pro-
duced, and he merely bowed his head ”’
without saying any more.

Monsieur Leblanc threw a stealthy
glance at the window, another at the
door, a third at the young visitor him-
self. Then he ald:

“Ah, bah! It matters not! I will have
none of you here! I°will ndt recélve him
or ydu. 1 will not be dictated to, nor
my niece either. I do not like your bluft
English ways. - We marry with whom
we please. We are not to be bullied, no,
no, mol”

St. Quintin's manner suddenly chang-
ed, and became very qulet. If the
¥Frenchman really juneant that he was
never to see Marie again, that he had
yielded his toll in the shape of the
dlamond watch, and was, now that he
began to prove restive, to be discarded
as dangerous, then indeed all Ince's
fears and his own suspiclons were prov-
ed justifiable and well-founded.

What ‘was he  fo do? To-go away
without satisfying himseif from Marie's
own lips that she accepted him or that
she was being coerced into recelying
the attentions ‘of other men was not
now to be fhought of On the other
hand, it was difficult to insist upon pre-
senting himself in her presence against
the will of L » presumed uncle and
guardian.

“Do you me'n then, Monsieur Le-
blanc, that you wish me to regard your
niece asg forbidden to look upon me as
her flance? That you wish to be rid
of me once for all?” he asked presently,
looking steadily into the Frenchman's
face, In which, under the bland and
courteous smile he habitually wore, St. .
Quintin was beginning to detect a less
pleasing expression. 2

Monsieur Leblanc hesitated. It was
plain that this' was by no means his
wish, to kill the goose that had already
lald such a valuable golden egg as the
dlamond watch and brooch. He shrug-
ged his shoulders.

“Indeed, my dear Mr. St. Quintin, I
had hoped, until you tried to force your
way in a few minutés 'dgd,’ that yous
were the man of all others whom I
should choose ‘for my le¢e.”

“But now you prefer the man who 1s
in the drawing room at this moment?”
‘asked St. Quintin shortly.

Agsln Monsleur Leblane looked un-
easy.

“There is no one I should prefer to
you,” he ‘said, his eyes shifting as he
spoke. 3

“Thank you. I am glad to hear you
say that. And now we can come to an
understanding, Both my friend Ince
and I, Monsieur Leblanc, .cannot help '
considering that your conduct toward
me has been rather strange, that.you
have encouraged me and discouraged

me alternately in a yery unusual man-
ner. If you lusist that you decline to
let me see Miss Densley fhis afternoon,
I must withdraw, of course, and 1 will
go straight back to town with my
friend who is waiting outside ‘for me.
If, on the other hand”—

Monsieur Leblanc cut him-sbort.

“He {8 walting outside?—your friend—
MY, Ince?” asked he auleklx and with
manifest uneasiness.

“Yen'

“Why did you not-bring him with
you?” 5 3

at. Quintin did not answer. The

“"Dbn’t look so wretched,’ alm said. ‘T can’t help my:elf( s B s e k}

Frenchman looked at him askance and
then looked away again.
ere was a short, but uncom!omhlo
silence, and then Monsieur Leblanc sald
hurriedly: - i
“~And what are you going to do, you

3 and your friend?"

The fear which peeped out through
these words inspired -St. Quintin with
the notion of “blufiing” & little. He
had not the least idea what they In-
tended to do, beyond the fact that they
would have supper together lomm@ﬂ
and di the ful expedmon
to Briar Lodge. But he decided to.&n-

swer diplomaticaily, 'and so he H
*That, -- -sieur Leblane, if you, 1
pardon my saying so, is our affair,”
His host looked troubled. He also -
looked crafty. T - he turned to his ;.

unusual state of azitatlon he wa. quite
sure that the lolutlon of the mystery
would prove (o be unfavorable fto Mon-
sleur Leblanc. He gtherefore abruptly®
degided to take fresh counsel with his
friend as to making the acquaintance

' of Captain Darnall, and turned to the

door. «

*Perhaps, monsieur, you are right,”.
ne. p}d. *“I can ugke cn;mn Bamlls ¢
acquaintance on a J\lture occasion it
‘you feel disinclined. to recelve me now.”

And he Wwas opemnz the door and
lem ing the room, with no other rareweil
than an 1ncllnauop. of the head, when

‘g;

-were g0, sinpe he believed implicttly 1n_

\
her purity fand faith, he could look

apon: all ‘th{ unpleasant circumstances+ +given by Miss Dengley's indifference to .

‘which>surrotinded her as so many ob:
atatles to be overcome on ‘the way {0

“their hnppln’pn together.

“The other ladies, however, joined, so
'l'apidly and po eftullvely in the conver-

these two youn. people to do more
than shake hands. Theh St. Quintin

was given ‘ seat as far as possible
from Migs Dens]ey. and instantly found

hia host. probpbly tor«utnz that noth-
ing “could be worse, from his.poit of
view, than to permit the young man to
5o away offended to consult with his
legal ‘friend, changed front with great
rapidity, and coming towards him with
outstretched hands and a spasm of

.Gallic vivacity, eried:

“No, no, I am wrong. Why should I
mind your meeting each other? - After
all, you know my niece has other suit-
ors, do you not? and that you must not
count 'zoo much on my favorable opin-
fon of your pretensions, until we have
seen Mr, Wmluu also and lumed his
vkw-'t"

St. Quintin was about to suggest that ~.i

tho lady's views -were the most hl:;
mm‘ﬁcm.buthc'ﬂa
o ‘tnb.nw

visitor with a burst of fid
“After all, why should I i

* you will behave otherwise than &s £o

orable men? "It is true you do :
things, you Englishmen. You pry, u‘l
you jnsist, and you will not/be sal
with. plain answers, But I know. "ou
are both good at heart, and that Fou
Mr. St. Quintin, are actuated only by
true love for my nlece: Well, then, Here
is the truth. She is beset, as you
by other admirers. There js one
today, one Ceptain Darnqn. a I
countrymen of yours, doqu in’
also, and jealous, 1 was afraid if you.
were to meet, there might be an. ub-
pleasant feeling between you, though, of
course, I know better than to think
you would behave other than as ¢atle—
men. You can see for yourself it would
be awkward for you to meet, it
not?” F

St. Quintin’s worst fears were M
by this mpeech.

“Indeed, Monsleur Leblanc, I think it'
would be the most satisfactory for
us both to meet and understand exactly

" how Wwe. are being ttoatod by you” be

said dryly.
“Do you mean to uate, sir,
am treating either ot you except’

can tell you better.” B>
Monsieur Leblanc shrugged his &
deusndwtvodhhmdadopm {
But!or:nwmmhnﬂ g
He was evidently considering wh
the best course to pursue with this
stinate and presumptuous young .
Saxon. St. Quintin, ‘However, wi
‘patient, and in no mood to be i
gentle. He remembered tho
wh!ohmeohnl *‘. :

bald, MMQWI‘ thin, ¢

‘Mr. n:ee._ in
oﬂt’ﬁﬂ In which direction? © I wﬂl
sénd a servant out to ask him to join
us. ~We cannot let him walit outside
you. We could not be 80 inhomublol"

" To this St Quintin agreed,

Yery much how these two.
‘each other, anﬂ whether he Mlﬂd be
sble to -find .0 vl' their demeanct
what
pearance,
The next. moment Mo

fang the bell Ml 3
answered the ns, to go o“wo
to look Tor Mr. !nu, and to ask him to -
come in. He thus avolded the danger
Qtuioﬂnlthctwoym‘mhmoon-
sult together before bel

Monsteur Leblanc led St. Quintin au!iu
~ the hall into the drawing room, where
‘Marie was sitting, with her aunt md
‘Miss Staunley and C‘ptlki

. This new, acquaintance | ‘to he 4
‘tall, thin, pallid young man, ‘slightly
mous-

oot b
“'m"’: Sk

d on Ince’s "t'rgéw $

. Introduced -
into the society of ‘the Then '

‘bimself “in Jntmn ‘the two &
elderly ‘while Captain Darnall’
imunatm:m.. and Monsfeur Le-
blane hovered about, the only person
stan ; f‘lln‘nn &vil genius over the
assembly, |

Anda few minutes later the door
Opﬂnd the xootman. who was still -
pale and 3 cus, as St. Quintia m&

noa&, -lzznad 5/.’)

CKAP‘I‘ER X1v

mmmmemtm
ent that St. Quintin watch-.
“meeting of his friend and
jeur’ Leblanc, and he gaw at

 had 3
e

“ivthhim

: Wn-k ‘galvanic smiles,
their hands iouch and unmo-
other go. 3
heipod greatly to 9rovent
from being a
le; Midune ubllnc c

al than for her powers

sonversation. lll.ﬂo'- lhll‘ ln
ment was a more. _passive
ted beside Captain Darnall, she
had to listen to him when he talked,
in a low, confidential voice,
) look into her face
t Bt‘. Qnintm long-

od m 7

wxwmw

any wvwn Miss Dowuc. 5
timid

;nnauih-veuk and
't hxrntuagturaeomm

e m' she get an opportunng
to St. Qulnﬂh.,m by the'
as care-

~the othér aut.

* Absolutely  unmindful of the hite
his: remarks and byh her stolen glances
at the cloek, Captain Darnall continued
to lean forward to speak low In her ear,
and refused to be daunted by her mon=
osynabic replies, or by her ¢lanc§t

,-across the room at St, Quintln‘
o Ql. last. .angs lm:;e‘ who' ~began tp
~aread. the renﬂt of this, steady ‘annl-n‘

- of “the -jealousy in St. Quintin's breast,
Jooked at his fﬂend as a.signal to maln
the first mov = St. Quintih, bored to
death by Madame Leblanc's rattling

: H n~;8~ swas. inter ﬂ’ Ja =
£ : tion trom&u"lnoe. m kf( “:‘,;;»

Junu Ince could not hav: answered
him 1¢ Be had vrhb.d to do so. It seemeg
to him, with certan _suspicions strong
in his qlpd. that the air of this corridor
was #ickly and fetld; and not even the
open window above the door seemed to
have any good effect upon the. atmos-
phere. . Monsleur Leblane unlocked the

door ot the back room, talking aill the
whﬂe. 4

"Th!ﬁ " be said,

v

: “Is ay- laboratory,
lntQ which 1 bring none but my intimate
friends. Do not expect much order or
tldlness. Those are not the virtues of the

£cienti=t; 1 mean in the housewifely
In the strict sense, we
love order as.no other man ioves it.”

By this ‘time the door was open, and
he le@ the way into a ‘large and lofty
room, well lighted by one window. which
was broad and high, the bottom of
which was filled in with an old-fashion-
€d brown wire office-blind.

The fArst impression of the room was
one of confusion and disorder.

sense' of order.

But as
the eye- became accustomed to It, one
found “that the chsos was apparent
rather than real
boxes,

, and that chests and
tables of bottlés and phials
crucibles, ‘rétorts and other parapherna-
Ha' of a chemist, stood arranged, not in
‘real confuﬂoﬁ but-in plrces ‘where they

were  easily reached. by the qmaster's
.- hana,

Great chests ul drawers were there:
-kirjs of animals Iay on boxes, giting
out'a must_yvumen:‘ while the skeleton
of .an animal, perhaps a sheep or goat,
stood in & corner in a dusty
fronted cgse.

Howgur Lehlanc took . Bt Quintin by
the arm ’nd led him to “a’ 818D of marble
which, stpported on tresties, formed a
long, narrow iable. not. far from the
wlndow., i‘mn tpc.iﬂb ;o?look Hp 2
fused mass ot metal 11 “a’ Httle ‘erucibis,

glass-

and asked him, with a smile, if he knew |

'::2 that was.
Qumtln confessed his ‘C‘(L
orance.
phearast; “}l}?‘ yet distgver-
s m M it is
Fwithout the ol
vdrhcno?mtum:ou. it f osih i

right -road’ m&d out ot

by the 'other two, ha
., had had his eres
fixed intently upon a long, worm-eaten

. Wooden chest, upon which lay & cduple

._ﬂev o! zoulp, was answering. st TN~
dommth mtmny. Ince; ophh,.

side; had exhausted the l&vnrum’ stock

of ;on-sklna wh
Obscure corner ::xy .n-:ch m:::o; ?

While ithe' other two. upied
with the contents of the cruclble James
Ince crossed the room to t'llh'ourntr
and, pull . ¢ff the B two. m*k!m'
threw back ths lid of ‘the chest W'!thn
loud crash uum the wall.

'na noise was

tm bot. . St,

sleur I.-tbl-.no mm m

of commonplaces and his own, and was

run dry’ eonvemuondly ' s
Monsieur Leblanc npticed the glance,
and came to the re.cua,
“Before you go, Mr. Ince, I should
Hke you to see a little invention of mine
that I am trying to

prominence wkh the ldentmo world.” L
hmed Incexoounx l\rﬂn(ely ‘agitated,
" rose quickly at the words. . He was ex-
‘ceedingly anxious to out short the un--

, Pleasant visit they were making,’ as he

feared that St. Quintin'g patience would
not hold out much longer.
" “We sball be -delighted, mondcur"
said he, frowning at §t. Quintin, who
:tln seemed reluctant to make a move: -
Come, Q, you will be late tor your
uppoamunu’ ‘he added sharply..
- The young man rose lnhﬁturn but
itul kept his eyes turned in the direc-
ot Marle, who, suddenly breaking
“uy from her ‘gaoler, ran across the
room and held out her hand to him.
“Don't look so Wwretched,” she sald.
“l can’t help myself. 1 hate this man,
bmrhavommdvﬂtogﬁn.uhg‘u
one of thc’l’riendaotmyuneh and
u.nt Yon needn t mind my umnc to
dt Qulnﬁa'l face eloLred a little,
“Well, -let him know you ~dow't ‘mean -
with- him,"

: daren’t’ say that,” she vhm
'ﬁ know I'm not free to decldq al-
for myself.”
you ennsod to me?”

put his hand
lnd beckonmwg:u{
ln. hands with Madame.
lﬂ the way out of the room.
A silence fell upou .all
they were in the , and
the way to tho dodr ‘which shut
his own suite of rooms, took & key
from his pocket and un_loebd ®o ;
‘Both _St. Quintin. and In each
yembering the u
iad received |
house, were

;ﬁd nadous. relocked

mgthlu :
_.which will 1 {Bink, m;u me Into some

: u&ﬂ- '§mnun suddeniy
nmmn( to, tho significance of this
‘action, ' floor:to his
M@t 1!- side ti;ﬂ looked }ntq the ches;/
00. It smelt musty, horrible, 2

But theré:|'ws  nothiffg in it. The
mm f the MW@ K and
s worn, worm-eaten and  maledorous.

t was all there was to be noted.

Monsteur Tiéblanc came back acrose
the room very much surprifed.

What s 1t2 You lN»&hrmod’ Is
.it a _mousey”

“No, monsieur, it doesn’t appear to
be mythlag * said St. Quintin, answer-
!ng for mgc. ~ho nemad unable to

m Le&nc;hughed

*h:’!nou n:ﬂ:m gvrmimblc even

oy 3 ce,"’ sald he.. ‘“She
objects to the mmom or xalmnh But
‘that is gil.”

James Ince, lmtend ot rcp!ylnz. mere-
1y bent his head in assent and stas-
gered ent of the room. St. Quintin,
who tgg felt a strange oppression in
the atmosphbere of uo_;n, although

m%‘m
. um‘ aur

=

-and immedlately relocked
r behind him. “Let us make gn
You took me by surprise
hv& -nnothinz to lm\k'

cwem-
eurious
tion in a

until thov had coxu down
‘and were well e road,
faces turned in the.digection
station, that James Ince
nm his powers of

e it ‘m an hour ago.
' iﬂ!lblo. I got the foot-
his shoulders, and

am on the

Boards of

Benefit.

'.i‘rade
Line Organize {

The: representatives

of trade on the

Arcol

extension met in the g
on Wednesday afternoon
misunderstanding as to

ing there was
as was anticipafed.

not as

HE

meeting resulted and
in

were  enthusiastic
and adopting a

schen

tend to advance the in
line. The object of thi

to form a joint

asso

duties it would be to
disgricts along this ling
advantages before inte
Delegates were .present

Heward, Creelman

an

all were unanimous in

proposed

organisatioq

were delivered by Mess

Robinson of Francis,

wand and Youngblud of
ing out the benefits tha

from such a scheme.

The following: are ti
the meeting which give

of the work done.

- .W. G. Robinson was
the chair and state the
meeting, this he did af

proceeded to form an

Moved by C. G.
Adams-—That

of  the Arcola

Goy

the Boa

extension of the C.P.R

association of

the Boa

for the purpose of prom
eral interest of ‘the toy

tricts tributary
Carried.

i to - #

Moved -hy A. D. MclLg
Gough that the officers

ciation be président,

and secretary freasurer
president -of each board
the several towns with|
comprise the executive

Carried.
Moved by T.

C. Yeo

G. Robinson bhe: preside

Moved by J.

M. Ad

Lowe be vice president
Moved in amendment
Leod that T. E. Thr

president.

Moved in amendment
ward that J. M. Adan

sident.

On ballot Mr. Adam

clected.

Moved by C. R.
Yeoward be secreta)

Carried.”

Moved by C..R. Go
McLeod that the annu
‘$his “association, he-hell
Wednesday in Jafiuary

—Carried.

¢« Moved by A.-D. Mc
Gough that the name
Associ

afion be The

Trade of the Arcola-R

—Carried.

Moved by J. M.
Grainger, that five of

constitute a quorum.

Moved by A. D.

R. Gough, that each
send one delegate for

bona fidle members and
delegate for every ten
ten paid up . membery

meeting.—Carried.

¢ Moved by A. D. Mc
Gough, that the exq
eonstitution  and pre

first general meeting

Carried.
~Moved by

J.{M. Ad

Gough, that matters

left to the executive

to act as they see
genera.l meetmg

Moved by C. R. Gg

Adams, that  the
each of the boards

full parhculars of thd
Moved by A. Grain

that we
Star.

‘Social U

{By - -Rev.’f Charl
sociological

At a
.recently, a speaker

tion that during the
unrest

years social }
three fold. He

that during ; the
church had
“ratio.

cial ‘unrest.

parent failure.
Granted that his

cerning the defv‘elo i

there is’ yet atnu'the!

The speaker seem
it is the business

keep down every Pf

increase
Therefore, hel
church had been abs
tive in keeping down
Then he
against the chiirch be

present social wron
'iﬂ a,ltogetber‘vro

. .opposite truel - I
.-the church fo tre
‘And the church 1s
" There are : no
““Darkest Africa.
_smissionaries who 2
il create it. Th
to. the natiws th

adjourn.—M




