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GOVERNMENT REDUCES GRAIN RATES
Last Friday official notice was given that 

the Dominion Government had reduced export 
rates on the National Transcontinental from 
Armstrong to Quebec and Montreal to 6 cents 
per bushel on wheat, 5*4 cents on barley and 
4 cents on oats, taking effect January 6. 
Armstrong on the National Transcontinental 
corresponds with Fort Arthur and Fort William 
on the other two lines, and the rate given on 
the government line is just half that given on 
the C.P.R. and C.N.R These low rates will 
be available only to shippers on the G.T.P. 
in the West, as there are no rates to Armstrong 
over the C.P.R. and the C.N.R., and the two 
latter roads have not yet announced any 
reduction in their rates from Fort William east. 
Rates on grain from shipping points on the 
prairies to Armstrong are the same as to Fort 
William and Port Arthur. These new rates 
on the government road are for expiât shij»- 
ments only exclusive of terminal charges. 
Shipments to Quebec will go over llte N.T R 

v direct. Shipments to Montreal will go via 
Cochrane on the Teniiskaming anil Northern 
Ontario Railway to North Bay and thence by 
Grand Trunk to Montreal. These low rate 
shijiments for expuM over the government mad 
carry the privilege of reconsigning for winter 
export to various Atlantic |«orts on the basis 
of the current thru all-rail export rates This 
means that when this grain is ship|«xl from 
Montreal or Quebec east to the sqdjuard thcr 
rate on 'Ihfai |*«rUon of the trip will exactly 
offset the low rate over the National Trans
continental. Gram held for sjmng shipment 
from Montreal or Quebec by water will get 
the full advantage of the reduced rale, but 
gram exported by rail during the winter will 
receive no advantage in freight rates. It is 
stated that the aim of the government in 
giving the reduced rate is to relieve congestion 
and fill up the Eastern elevators at Quelwc 
and Montreal. Up to the present time the 
G.T.P. has handled 36.U00.000 bushel* of 
grain over its lines in the West, and ui addition 
there a*e 6,000,000 bushels in the country 
elevators on the G.T.P. lines anil 1.000.000 
bushels in transit. It is estimated that there 
will be a total of upwards of 20,000.000 
bushels yet to ctenc out over the G.T P 
The capacity of the Harbor Commuaitmcr»' 
elevator at Montreal is 5.000.000 bushels and 
the G.TP. elevator 2.500.000 bushels At 
Quebec the government elevator has a cap
acity of 1.000.000 and a private elevator at 
that point has a capacity of 300.000. making 
a total capacity at these points of 8,800.000 
bushels. The G.T.P. will probably handle an 
average of 100 cars per day to their point* 
and with what is going over the C P R they 
anil rapidly fill up Farmers shipping over the 
government n*d have the option of hating 
their gram weighed at Winnijieg or taking the 
weights at Quebec or Montreal The Handling 
capacity for weighing at Winnipeg is limited 
and the G T P officials n*««nmend that as 
far as passible Quebec and Montreal weight* 
be tcupted Farmers weal of Sa*kai«*m may 
get their weights at if* govembienf elevator 
at that ptant l/«*l 'agents on the G.T P. 
mil be «pupped with full information to assist 
farmers in making out lheir shipping bilb 
correctly

THE FARM HOME
There mil be a large numla-r of farm houses 

built thnaait the prairie» during the coming 
spring and «ununr The fust house on the 
Iraine farm is generally of a temporary 
character, intended l'| use «ally until proa- 
iemt y saules upon the family ami a more 
mmfnrtable ami comnwalious a)<odr can be 
constructed In the history of this country

there never has been a year when tlie crop lias 
been so large and so well distributed, and, 
what is more imjxirtant, the high prices give 
a splendid margin of profit to the producer 
The big crop anil the big prices will put 
thousands of fanners in a position to build 
the house which they have been planning on 
building for some years past. The price of 
lumber for the past two years* has been very 
low. An increase has recently taken place, 
but the prices are still much lower than they 
were prior to the recent glut of the lumber 
market. Under the new system of purchasing 
lumber in car lots, which has prevailed for 
the last few years, farmers have been able to

l on the ordinary 
retail prices of lumber and this has meant a 
great saving to them in building. During the 
winter months the farmer and his wife usually 
stu«ly out the plans for their new home and 
decide what they will build. There is too much 
of the pecking box variety of architecture in 
prairie farm Itouse* li .<*u no more to make 
an attractive huuee, but it adds greatly to the 
pk-asure «if the family and immensely increases 
tlie pndc of possession. In | >u r su in g its policy 
for service to the fanners and their wives 
The Gunk lias ik-ckkd to assist in providing 
plans and buiWkng instructions fur fann homes 
attractive in design, convenient in lay-out ami 
varied in cost u> meet the requirements of 
those who are tHolding during the next year 
To this end an ex|*nena*l architect has pre
pared a series of ten house plans from in
struct sms provklcd after study and consulta
tion with men and women in touch with 
Western farm eunditiuns. The houses for 
which these plans are mad- will cost from 
51,600 to |6.000 Descriptions of two of 
these 14am have already a|>|«am] in Tlie 
GukIc and a thud appears in this «eue. The 
remaining seven wrill be publislwl every otlxr 
week henceforth and a «iccoraliuo plan for 
each house on the alternate weeks. Architects 
ordinarily charge from 525 to 550 csrh for 
providing the plans and htlb «4 materials tar 
the construction ««f such h«mists The Guide, 
however, has inmhosed them in quantities 
and will supply to its leaders at from |l 5o 
to 52 50 each At the end of the season all 
these house plans will be collected together 
in booklet form and sujjplted free to any 
lemon uimi request If the effort on the 
pert of The Guile to imjisuvr the style and 
cunftrt uf farm lwanes * appreciated, and 
we (eel sure that it will be. it will be a matter 
of satisfaction.

SILVER BULLETS FROM CANADA
A new stage in < 'anede’s participation in the 

war ha» been reached. F nan the moment war 
was declared «ai August 4. IV14. Canada has 
I men furnishing men ami food Within a few 
weeks this country began to furnish gun» and 
ammunition, and now the time has come 
when Canada is called upon%, supply money 
to help the cause of the Albn Up to the time 
the ( anadian internal kam was floated in 
Nuvtmlar last all the mtairy rx|«mdc«l in 
cqui|«|ang ami maintaining the Canadian 
troop» was burrowed (nan the British Govern
ment. but so great ha» the cx|wnditure bee «am
end eu great lia» been the «trjicndrnre of the 
<Xher Allied nelwais up«ai Greet Britain that 
it is now ciauwfcred necoaary that Canada 
shook! pay her own way without further 
burrowing oversea» It is not entirely bwausr 
of the heavy financial burden which has lai n 
thrown urn*! Greay Britain, however, that this 
position has hew rear hr. I lait al» bacan» 
in the present state »«f international trade, 
with Canada ami the United Slates exporting 
much mure than they are importing, it is 
practically impowbk to remit large sums of 
money to this sale from Great Britain In

any case it is hardly in keeping with the dignity 
and reputation of Camilla to tie sending 
tn*i|*« to help Britain and borrowing from 
Britain the money to equip and pay th«mn. 
and Canadians generally would be gratified to 
know that in future the Canadian soldiers 
would be supported entirely by their own 
country without outside help. Sir Geo. B 
Foster, in an atklress before the People's 
Forum at Ottawa on Sunday, December 26, 
forecasted another domestic loan and said 
that he hail no doubt the people of Canada 
could furnish 5300.000,000 if they were asked 
for it. tho it would be necessary to economize 
as well as to put forth every effort to increase 
production. Hon. W. T. White, finance 
minister, states, however, that the money 
secured by tlie recent loan of 5100.000.000. 
which is payable by monthly instalments and 
will noli all be paid in until May I. will meet 
the needs of the Government for war purposes, 
until next summer. I*resumably another loan 
will Ik* asked (or about the month qf June 
and those who wish to help the Allies win the 
war by furnishing “silver bullets" thus have 
linn to «eve or adjust their affairs so as to be 
ready to contribute.

Another financial question which is being 
very nfUili discussed just now is the matter of 
financing the war orders of the British and 
Allied Governments. The United States 
financiers mai le a loon to Great Britain and 
France uf 5500,000.000 in order to provide 
money with which to pay the manufacturer* 
of that country who are producing munitions of 
war and it «nil be necessary for the Allied 
G<ivemmenls to obtain credit in this country 
also if they are to continue placing large urder* 
Itère. Hon W T. White lias suggested that 
Canadian manufacturers uf munitions should 
occcpL part payment m British exchequer, 
I « .n. Mulling due after the war. and this eorro* 
to be a reasonable jirojiusiUun If the British 
bonds could be daponitad with the Ottawa 
Government and dumiiuun jasper currency 
secuml in exchange, is can be «lune now with 
Canadian securities, it would enable the 
manufacturer* to get their money at once 
It would also cumkkrably increase the amount 
of jsiper money in circulation, and there 
appears to be a difference of opiniun as to 
whether the effect of this would be good or 
otherwise The financing of «far order» is, 
liowever. primarily a matter for the manu
facturer» If they wish to continue their 
present highly profitable busmens they will 
have to trust Great Britain to some estent 
She is worth trusting

A BUREAU Of MARKETS
The question of marketing (arm product* 

at all kinds is steadily growing in interest and 
qecial effort* are l*nng made from tane to 
ttitle by the Federal and Provincial Depart
ments of Agriculture to asssst farmers in mar 
keting ijacisl products In the case at wool 
and dairy products this has been earned on 
in a manner generally beneficial to the pro
ducers It woe Id sun that the time has now 
come to provide instruction, information, 
advice and assistance m the marketing of all 
(am products Thirteen stale» to the south 
uf us maintain market bureau* or market 
«enmtftMunrT» tar Ihw very jairpuae and the 
provint* of British Columbia also maintain.» 
a market cummieswaier to last the fanner» 
of that jirovince to dispose of their fruit end 
other jjfuJucts thruoul the |«ratnee The 
Untied Sûtes Government main laws at Wash
ington a Bureau of Markets and Rural Organ
isation in charge of a large staff of ex procured 
men This office has been in cstslencc for 
two yean aryl he» lawn favorably commented 
uu« by American farmer* and (am journal» 
Here in Western Canada, where the great


