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764 FARMER’S

CATTLE FEEDING ON

As in many other industries and events history
repeats itself in the matter of cattle feeding
The first settlers of Manitoba were impressed
with the advantages of cattle raising on account
of the profuseness of the grass, the ease with
which grass could be grown and the abundance of
straw. But the extremely limited nature of the
market placed a handicap upon the cattle feeding
industry that only time with increasing population
could lift. So we have been passing through
a stage of lethargy and depression in the stock
raising business while the industry of grain
raising has been expanding and bringing people
to our farms. towns and cities to create a homu
market for meat products.

Allowing industrial agncultural development
to proceed along the lhine of least resistance,
for that 1s the most economical way, 1t 1S at once
evident that the less extensive methods of farming
should precede the more intensive methods
when stock 1s raised and gram grown to teed
them. True, the pastoral pursuits are peculiar
to new countries where land 1s plentiful and labor
scarce, but only are they feasible where cheap
and ample transportation facilities are associated
with wide pastures. If Western Canada had had
a sea coast, stock raising would have developed
to a much greater extent than 1t ever did before
grain growing became an established 1ndustry
But failing of a sea port, and always certain of
the expense of rail trans
portation to the Atlantic
the stockraising mdustry
necessarily had to give
way to gram growing
until such times as con
ditions demanded a more
intensive use of the 'soil
These times are now here

From the mnature of
the change it 1s evident
that it could not
suddenly, so we have had
isolated 1nstances of far

come

mers engaged quite ex

tensively in the modern
system Ol cattle feeding
for some vears and the

numbers of tarmers so
envaged 1S 1ncreasing
every year

About the vear 1905
the FARME] ADVOCATI
anticipating the expan
sion 1 the cattle feeding
began giving

business pecial publicity to the

work of some of those encaged 1n extensive and
intensive feeding Details of the operations ¢
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cattle feeding, will be forced by the changing
conditions of the times to acquire some acquaint-
ance with this branch of tarming.

What are these natural conditions of soil and
location that make stock feeding practicable’
First shelter by bluff or a bluft and ravine o
by a bluff and shed. Stables are not required
In fact indoor feeding of mature cattle 1s an
EXPENSIVE FALLACY. Cattle do better out of
This applies to all except young stock
and milch cows, and we are not certain if these

would not be better in a shelter of bluff and

ravine than in about nine of the stables out of
every ten where they are kept for “comfort
When natural shelter of bluff or ravine, or both,
1s available then there 1s no necessity to go to
any expense of building. In this bluff put all
the straw that 1s possibly available, provide water
and feed troughs and with hay and grain steers
from 24 to 3 vears of age will make flesh out of
the fodder they get
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In many men’s minds this point of making
flesh by feeding out of doors 1s not disputed, but
the question as to whether or not that flesh can
be made and sold at a profit 1s still a moot one
“How,”” says the man who considers the question
“can 1 make money by buyving big feeding cattle
in the fall, paying freight on them home, feeding
them all winter on high priced grain, and take
the chance of getting but little more for them 1n

CATTLE WINTERED OUT OF D ORS ON A MANITOBA FARM
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and one 1s never certain he will not be abov the
average. Most of this charge, of course
curred on the rails; the ocean space rin
25 to 50 shillings per head.
freight charges the cost of feed, attend
and the shrnink, and the difference bet
Canadian and Liverpool prices will be fair

trom
[hen add to the
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well explained Y
SOME FEEDERS

During the last few weeks those farmers whe

have been following winter feeding have been

marketing their cattle and in spite of the hand;
caps have mmvaniably made money. One sycl
feeder 1s Mr. Fred Rhynd, of Westbourne, My
Man Mr. Rhynd put up 104 head last

cost at his farm of $3.19 per cwt These were
steers ranging i ages from two vears to three
and a half, and were raised in the Sheho distriet
They were not the best class to winter feed, being
too young and small, but the dealers were taking
all the big cattle so there was no chance At first
this bunch was put on straw and afterwards on
chopped barley and wild hay They were fed on
this up to May 13th, when they were taking from
i3 to 15 ;n»nml\ ot (}llr]l each per dav, the :" thev
wele \)llgr;v(wl and sold at .—ri cents oft cars, Wiz
nipeg. This 1s the third yvear NMr. Rhynd h
winter fed, and his average grain per steer in
the three vears has been $11.83
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