p 28 23
28! ¥
36 45

p 51 33

v 35
P 48
41 9
55| 4 21

9 22
23 12
37 1
49 45

57 28
57 9
49 46
31 10 25
m. (11 6

oon’s South
Parrshoro,
r, Newport

COBRAIAD P S ="

rmentine, §
fialifax. At
d Maine, 3
St. Johns
h at Halifax.
Add 12 hours
om- the sum

Subtract the
, and to the
morning.

N,
lor,

ITTER

EL DOORS
is. Keeps on
3, 6 fs, 10x3,

D SABHES,
10x14. Ocher

s
i out, made to

dings, various

ruce, and plain
d.
 LVINGS

spruce Lining
Material.

¢ Tiwsms
, done s

s and despate b,
Balusters and

ser ; Pitch Pir
jsirch, Oak, an

Fhingles,
and Jowte

KNEES.
rs for sale, low
Miil, Victoria
mmonly koown

ks.
RY G. HIL1.

ERS.

naking contracts
i Advertusements

& Co.,

ts for their One
g Lists of 3,000
the cost of ad-
» advertisers, and
»f men who are

This firm are
spaper Advertis

V. Y.,
cilities for sccur
in all Newspa

eslepan,

by

D, D.D,
.rence, as a Re
RGAN of the

v British America,

R0OO0OM,

lifax, N. 8
MORNING
10N :

vance.

TS.

ARGER CIRCULA
class in Eastern
e medium for adl
for 1ts eolamns
XG

¢ix months; 84
r year, $4

SEMENTS :
«wh eontinuanc

it added to

reachers on tris
nswick, Prince
Bermiuda, are
criptions for she

a'd in advance
tt.e close of the
the insertion f

o n(’vulnplnb‘

N s V; inted by
AIN, +t his Print-
stairs,) where

RINTING,

puict

‘beer, wine and spirits.

Published ander the direction of the

e

Wesleyan Methodist Conference of Eastern British

Jan.

& o
AN

Volime XXV..

HALIFAX,

N. S, WEDNESDAY, MAY 28, 1873.

DY)

~

Number

LETTER FROM ENGLAND. E

YorksHIRE, ENGLAND, MaY 5, 1873,
To the Edit r of the Provincial Wesleyan.

Rev. Sig,—One of the most difficult
problems of the day in England is how to
diminish intemperaunce in the use of intox-
icating drinks. The licensing bill of the
Government has done something in this
direction, but even this something has earn-
ed for its authors the animosity of those in-
terested in the manufacture and sale of
The Church of
England and the publicans and spirit mer-
chants have taken sides in the election of |
members of Parliament, and ousted some |
of the supporters of the Gladstone Goveérn- |
ment. But the Church seems to feel that
she bas dooe wrong in takiug this step, and |
in addition to what I stated in a former|
commuuication, I now refer to the action |
of the deservedly popular Bishop of Ripon. |
At his Visitatious in various towns the
Bishop has proposed to his clergy and lay- |
men the question for diseussion, What can |
the Church of England do to promote the)|
cause of temperance aod to check the pro- |
gress of the great vice intemperance. ‘

One thing seems to have been taken for |
graoted, namely, that the poor man must |
bave his beer because the rich man not ouly |
could but did get his beer; wine, and spirits,

It is curious to note the opinions elicited |
on such occasious from those, who neither|
want to be teetotallers themselves nor their

“ parishioners to become such.

Oue clergyman thought that it was wrong
of the working man to purchase beer ou the
Sunday, and urged that he should supply
himselt with a large bottle of beer on the
Saturday, aod turn it topsy turvey as by
so doing the beer would drivk as fresh aud |
lively; as it new drawn from the publican’s
barrel on the Sunday. The propesal was

however greeted with laughter, and the|

next speaker did not thiuk the topsy turvey
system would answer the end desired.  Oue
ot the laymen thought that education
would in a few years diminish drunkenness
greatly, but Bishop Ryan, the Vicar of
Bradtord, dissented ‘rom that opinion.  An-
other clergyman entertaived a strong objec-
tiou to teetotalism, because of the fact that
it sometimes kept back persous from the
Holy Communion, and this fact seemed to
throw overboard auy encouragement to the
continued advocacy of eotire abstivence
views. At the Leeds Visitation, one cler-
gyman, the Rev. E. Jackson very earnestly
aod ably spoke in favour of the order of
Good Templars, which was making great
progress, every week 50 to 60 lodges being
founded. He said the result of a canvass in
Liverpool had been, 2nd in Leeds would
be found to be, a decided majority of work-
iug men in favor of the closing of public
houses on Suuday. Last Suuday a publie
house in Leeds was watched, aad though
it was opened ounly after divine service
hours, yet it was thronged, and from eight
until nive o’clock ninety-nine persous euter-
ed the bar. -

Bishop Frazer, of Manchester, on a second
visit aud address at Ashbury’s Railway
Carriage aod lron Works in that city, re-
ferred to a remarkable circumstance that
bad come to his knowledge. It was incon-
pection with a man who had heard him
make a speech when previously at that
place, in which he had expressed an opinion
that to be a temperale mao, a mau need not
be a total abstaiwer. He uunderstood that
one of the men who had become a total ab-
stainer some time before, had since that time
becime & drunkard, on the ground that the
Bishop had told him he ueed not keep from
drivking to be a temperate man. He must
say that he was sorry that his language had
been so perverted.

The Kock newspaper says that the Rev.
John Shaw purdon, M. A., a Church mis-
sionary at Pekin is to be the Bishop of
llur.g'Knng. China. )

The Jews in Eungland are converting
some property they have bou;;ht ul‘l’orlgeu
into a College for the education of .lew.mh
ministers. Some time ago an earnest rich
Jew lmlucathed £25,000 towards lh(_.‘, cst}lb-
lishment and support of such au institution,
and the College is to be called Aria College
iu houor of him.

The celebrated Dr. Tholuck, Professor of
Theology at the University of Halle, Ger-
many, on April 7ih, celebrated the Mflel‘h
anviversary of the commencement of his
duties.

Some beuevolent ladies residing at Ni_('o.
a few days azo orgauized a musical service
for the bevefit of charity. When thbe aop-
them was finished, and the collectors hlml
made their rounds, sudden noises and cries
of fire were heard. In the midst of the in-
describable confusion which ensued, a band
of thieves who had raised the false alarm,
rushed among the cougregation, seized the
mouey collected, the watches, chains, jew-
ellery. and shawls of the ladies, and made
their escape betore any police could arrive

The John Bu!l Church newspaper hears
with regret that the prup()setl ullcrmiuns‘iu
the Prayer Book recommeuded by the l'w~
vision Commttee to the Synod of the ll"lsll
Episcopal Church are of the most sweeping
character, making it too thoroughly Pro
testant. . .

Mousignor Tuchat, Romauist Bishop of
Basle has been banished from that state for
Jesuitic defiance of law.

The Sustentation Committee of the Irish
Presbyterian Church, has already succeeded
in raising £25,000 a year towards the sup-
port of the ministry, and are now able to
pay each minister £20 more than when the
Goverument paid that Church the yearly
graut called the Regium Donum.

The Paris papers mentions the approach-
ing marriage of a member of the .lupaugsc
Fmbassy with a Freoch lady, who has in-
sisted on his pre\inu-Iy embraciuz the Ro-
man Catholic religion.

In a long letter to the Record newspaper
on l{uml«h’-lm'lu'.-. the Rev.J. W. Brooke,
Rector. Great Poutou, Nottingham, vouches
for the ng
. —A certain clergyman died in a cer-
tain diocese towards the end of the year
171, This clergyman had appolqted as
executors a brother who is an m]ml.ml in
the Briish Navy, together with a friend of
this brother, also au admiral well known at
this time, aud of high standing. The exec-
utors were prevented from meeting together
to wind up the affairs of the deceased uu}nl
the middle of last year, when upon examin-
ing his papers, they found & parcel as it

Rlory

[ taiuments.

ceuracy of the following startling l who have long worshipped at Surrey Chapel,
noee & \ | ;

were hermetically closed and endorsed,
* Iuviolably Sacred,” *To be destroyed.”
A question arose about opening it, and'(hey !
sooa decided it was their duty as executors
to do s0, whea the parcel was found to con- |
tain two documents,—one a dispensation
from the Pope of Rome, permitting the de-
ceased to retain his position as a clergyman
io the Church of Eaogland, though actually |
a priest of the Church of Rome, the other|
a list of such clergy in bis diocese or pear
him who are likewise possessed of such dis- |
peusations, and upon whom he might there- |
fore rely for friendly co-operation and|
sympathy.

The Ritualists have taken great offence | George Cochran, aad the Rev. Davidson Me-|

at the Archbishop of Canterbury taking|
his diuner with the Queen on a Friday dur-
ing the eeason of Leaot. |

The Rev. Frederick Wesley Farrar, D.|
D., son of the late Rev. A. C. Farrar, and |
nepliew of the Rev. John Farrar, Heading-
ley Wesleyan College, Leeds, both Wesley-
an ministers, preached the special sermou
before the Uuiversity of Cambridge at St.
Mary’s Church, on Sunday last. The
church was crowded. Mr. Farrar who is |
Head Master of Mariborough College and
Chaplain to the Queen, in au eluquci:t ser-
mon combatted the atheistical tendencies
of the present day, makiug somewhat direct
allusious to ti.e presence of atheism amongst
men of high intelligence and educational at-

A zealous Somersetshire clergyman, the
Rev. E. 11. Coscns, referrivg to the reduc-
tion of the Income Tax by a penuy in the
pound, says, ¢ How houorable it would be
to our people and what an evidence of their
godly priociple and faith, it multitudes of
them would make an offering of the remit-
ted peuny in the pound for mission work.
The sum remitted is 24 million sovereigns.
Ritualism is not to be had without pay-
ing tor it.  Rev. Mr. Chope, of St. Augus-
tine's, says that every man is in duty bound
to pay oue-tenth of his income to the par-
son ot-his church, and that the sum of money
thus raised shall be spent by the clergy
without any lay iuterference.

The United Methodist Free Church Mis-

siocnary mecting was held in Exeter Hall,
Loudon, ou Monday, and bad been looked
forward to with great interest, the speakers |
being the Rev. Luke Wiseman, the Presi- |
dent of the Wesleyan Methodist Confer- |
ence ; Rev. Charles New, Missionary from '
Eastern Atrica ; Rev. S. Macfarlane, Mis- |
sionary from New Zealand, aud the Rev.
J. S. Withington. The Free Church has
missions in Australia, New Zealand, China,
Eastern and Western Africa, and Jamaica.
Sir Bartle Frere had visited the Missionary
station at Ribe opposite Zanzibar, the mis-
sionary, Rev. Thomas Wakefield interpret-
ing his address to the small native congre-
gation assembled to hear it. The Society
employs 40 missionaries, having churches
with membership of' 5,573, uod an ivcome
of £17,000.
The library ot Sir Richard Tufton, Bart.,
has been sold in Paris for £3,000. It in-
cluded a beautiful quarto M. S. (Horm) of
the fitteeuth century, protusely illustrated
in vellum, which fetched £1200.

The London School Educational Board
has adopted Dr. Liebrichs proposed school
seats and desks for the whole of their
schools, and the supply required will amount
to twenty-three miles of desks.

It is calculated in a recently published
work that 90 millions of people speak the
Eoglish, 55 millions the German, 53 mil-
lions the Spanish, and 45 millions the
French language.

The British and Foreign Bible Society
have printed the Gospel of St. Johu in the
Japauese language.

One of the Ultramontane newspapers at
Rome is making a loud outery about several
places haviug been opened in that city I'ur:
Protestant religious instruction and the|
reading of the Holy Scriptures, and is es-
pecially angry at finding these places fre-
quented by many Italian citizeus and sol-
uiers. It styles these reading rooms places
of ruin.

The Evangelical Alliance Conference
held at Brighton last week has been much
more successful than many of the past meet-
ings. The first part of ** The Bible Edu-
cator,” published by Messrs. Cassell, Pet-
ter & Galpin, contains a paper by Professor
Moulton, of Richmond Wesleyan College,
Loudou, on the history of the English Bible.

Italy is about to use the new system of
arbitration to help her out of her iuterna-
tiopal ditliculty with Turris. A court of
arbitration is about to meet iw, Florence for
the purpose of settling the differences exist-
ing between the two countries. -

The Shah of Persia is expected to visit
Loudon in the third week in June, and to
be entertained by the Lord Mayor and Al-
dermen of London at a grand banquet.

Mr. George Smith of the British Museum
who was sent to the East by the proprietors
of the Daily Telegraph to make explora-
tions of Assyria, telegraphs from Mosul
that he has been singularly successful|
on the banks of the rivers Tigris and|
Euphrates. e bas obtaived quite a num- |
ber of aucient inscriptions and tablets. Oue |
of them has reference to Merodach Baladauv, |
King of Babylon, snd others are contempo- |
raneous or historical memorials of Esar-|
haddon, Nebuchadoezzar and Darius. Al;
Nimrod he explored the north west palace
of Esarhaddou, the temple of Nebe and
some portions of the south cast pulzu'ci He |
also discovered a perfectly new text of the|
annals ot Tiglath Pilezer. [

The Paraguayan Government bas au-|
thorized Dr. Leoue Levi, its Cousul Geu-|
eral in Loudon to organize a sciemtific com- |
mission including a botanist, a geologist, |
and an ecouomist to proceed on a voyage |
aud journeys of enquiry in Paraguay,South |
America. .

Earl Russell better known as Lord John
Russell has cousented to lay one of the foun-
dation stones of the Rev. Newman Hall's
new chapel to be called Christ’s Church,
which is to be occupied by the congregation

Loondon.

Professor Thomas Eaynes, of St. Aun-
drew’s University, Scotlaud, is to cht a
new edition of ** The Encyclopedia Brittan-
ica.” This will be the pinth edition. Every
ten years it seems there is to be a new edi-
tion. It comprises tweoty valuable bulky
quarto volumes, price 24s. per volume.

Mr. W. Dey, B. D., a young man who
is studying at Aberdeen for the Congrega-
tional Church ministry, was presented to a

Divinity Bursary or Scholarship of £75 iu‘

the University ot Aberdeen, but the Uni-
versity Court, led by the Rev. Dr. Pirie, of
the Seoteh Establishment decided that none
but members of that Establisment were
entitled to the honors and emoluments con-
neted with the Theological Faculty of that
Ungiversity. J. L.

o —

VALEDICTORY MISSIONARY SERVICE

A very interesting valedictory service was
beld in the Metropolitan Church, last Wednes-

Donald, who are going as the first missionaries
of the Canadian Wesleyan Missionary Society
t> Japan. A large audience assembled in the

charch, aming whom were many of our minis- |

ters from surrounding circuits. The service
was opened by the President, who, alter the
singing of a bymn, called upon the Rev. W.
Scott, Secretary of Conference, to read a por-
tion of Scripture, after which the Rev. Dr.
Green led the congregation in praycr. The
President made a lew remaiks adverting to
the growth of this mission to Japan in the wminds
of its projectors, and to the interest and liber-
ality which it bad evoked generally. He then
called upon the Rev. Dr. Wood, the senior
Missionary Secretary, to give some further ac-
count of the origin of this enterprise.

Dr. Wood said: we are all firm believers io
the doctrive ot Divine Providence ; God super-
intending our individual destiny—our families
—and above all the Cburch, bought with ** the
precious blood ot Christ.” With the poetic
sentinent of Pope we bave no sympathy—

‘“ He sees with equal eyes, as Lord of all,
A lero perish, or a sparrow fa |’
for,# in opposition to this, it is written, e ** is
the Saviour of all men, especially of those
that believe:” immeasurable dis-
tance between the soul of man and the falling
of a sparrow.
movements

there is an

to several
counected with our church his-

Ile drew attention

tory within the  last twenty-five years, which
indicated divive guidance : such as the incor-
poration of Wesleyan Methodism in Lower
Canada with tbe Cavadian Conterence, and
cherizhed the hope ot speedily witnessing the
whole of Wesleyan Methodism in the entire
Provinces organized into one united church;
the appointment ot several members ot this
Conference to the Parent Society ; Indian mis-
and
with
and Society, and very
vaturally and justly so. for they had long been
supported by the lunds of the Canadian Church.
In glancing at the origin of the Mission to

sions at Lac La Pluie, Norway House.
Uxford House; missions now identified
our own Conference

British Columbia, he took occassion to remark
that in the absence ot any special and super-
natural revelations, the Lord laid it upon the
hearts of some of his servants (o originate en-
terprises having solely for their object the sal-
vation of souls and His own glory, as Carey’s
impression about India; Coke’s with reterence
to Newfoundland, tbe West Indies, and then
Ceylon ; and this was really the case in their
projected Mission to Japan. It to bis
mind a subject at once of humiliation and grati-
tude, that their bretbren of ‘the Presbyterian
Church in Nova Scotia bad a Mission to some
ot the South Sea Islands, and those ot Oatario
bad one to China; in this foreign work, there-
fore, they bad preceded us, and set us an ex-
ample for imitation. The design of a Mission
to Japan, cannot be said to be new, for it has
existed at least thirteen years. At a very
lively missionary meeting beld in Richmond
Stieet Church in this city, Mr. Jobn Macden
ald spontaneously cffered support if the Society
would open a Mission in Japan; be is a far
wealthier man now than he was then, and bas
repeated his offer in an enlarged torm of five
years. He went on to say that although the
proposition received some attention at the time
it was made, the magnitude of the Society’s
work, having just began the Mission to British
Columbia, prevented any further measures be-
ing adopted for its accomplishment. How
many years longer it would bave taken for this
**idea to germinate.” no one can tell, bad not
the mind of our estimable President become
strongly convinced that, in addition to our ex
tensive and varied present missionary opera-

was

.| tions, and the growing interest of the Society,

the Couference and committee ought to under-
take a strictly Foreign Mission; to the Presi-
dent we are mainly indebted for the revival of
this project, and the wide spread and practical
sympathy which has been shown by our people
The doctor referred to the difference which
marked the bistory, both of the Mission to
British Columbia, and that to Red River, as
compared with the Mission to Japan. As to
the first named, there were no special offerings
to meet the great expense of sending four mis-
sionaries, two baviog families, to that dis-
tant colony; yet, no undertaking was enter-
ed into with greatér vurnestness and unanimity.
‘I'he same may be said ol the Red River mis-
sion; true, & noble response was made to an
appeal for a church after the mission was open-
ed, and started by the President at the Annual
Conterence Missionary Committee Meetiog
beld that year in Guelph; but in the case of
our present movemen', there are tree-will of-
ferings amounting to several thousauds ot dol-
lars for this special service, coming trom vari
ed and unexpected sources, before the men are
appointed to go as the messengers of our
Church ** to the regions beyond.” This, with
other plain indications ot duty, leave the com-
mittee witbout doubt as to their providential
path. In speaking about the varied sources
trom whence the donations came, he mention-
ed the promise ot Sir A. T. Galt for $500 for
our first Foreign Mission, and among other
gifts one tor $100 from a godly sister living in
an obscure circuit, and received whilst the
Committee were in session deliberating upon
this very work. His concluding remarks em-
braced the essentially spiritual objects of the
Mission—tbe great need of the forty millions
ot Japanese tor tbe light and truth of the Gos-
pel—and the confidence we had io prophecy—
in the covenant of God—and in the liberality
of the Church to sustain the Mission. Itisa
truth in chemical and mechanical sciences, that
elements and forces producing certain results
yesterday, will, it repeated to-day, with the
same combinations and the same power, be
equally successful, and so we have confidence

form these benighted millions, as it has trans-
formed us; and though the day of life with
some of us is now short, others will see the in-
gatherings in which we believe.

[We copy the above trom the Christian Guar-
dian of the 14th inst. We are sorry that we

in the uplifted Saviour; the cross will trezns- class-meeting will be baptized with its ancieat ' yet not usiog those she bas; it poor, burdened justification of that process of natural selection
power, and will everywhere become what it was | with Martha's cares: it rich, suffering trom | by which he bas

been promoted, as nothing

in the olden time, and what even now in many | lack ot exercise, and wrong ideas of life, she | is more baulking or uacomfortalle than to be
a place it is—a means of grace and salvation, { comes to church, but finds it bard to listen, bat | batlled by aa apparent absence in a man who
a season of Christian fellowship, longed tor and | most that is worth the bearing she will not un- | has risen, of the qualities by whicu men rise.

delighted in.

have no room for the full report of the interest- |

ing statements of the brethren Cochran and |

| McDonald, who are about to go forth as Mis-

signaries to Japan; and of the excellent |

A STRIKING CONVERSION.

|

derstand.”

And from the pecessary adaptation of the
{ preacher to the audience, be thinks there is no
serious danger of deterioration, even to men of

| speeches which were delivered by the Rev. J. | country church io my State, in a neighborhood | natural element adjusting their sails to the

M. King (Presbyterian Minister), Jorn Mc- |

Donald Esq., and the Rev. Dr. Puashon.)

|day forenoon, to bid farewell to the Kev. | >

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP.
E In the admirable memorial of ** Squire
Brooke,” ot Huddersfield, by tbe Rev. J. H.
Lord, we find the following remarks on the
| c'ass-meeting : —
The riches of his grace
In tellowship are given
To Sion's chosen race,
The citizen’s of heaven ;
He fills them with the choicest store,
He gives them iife for evermore.

There is small hope of the :tability of Chris-
tian converts, who, from whatever motive, bhold
aloot from their fellow-Christians, and attempt
to travel the heavenly road alone. ‘‘ Two are
better than one because they bave a good re-
wurd for their labour, for it they fall, the one
will lift up his fellow; but woe to him that is
alone when he falleth; tor he hath not anotoer
to belp bim up.”

Christian fellowship is a necessity of the new
nature, and one of the best belps and sateguards
of tbe spiritual lile. Breaking through con-
ventional restraints, all Cbristians should seek
the companionship of saints, who are the ex-
~ellent of the earth. Christiaaity is not design-
ed to obliterate social distinctions. It gives no
sauction to communistic theories. But faith in
Christ is a bond of union between all true be-
lievers. Christians are a loving brotberhood,
and are all members of the one Family ot God.
Nay, Cbristians sustain to each other a still
more intimate relationship ; they are members
of one body, and are all oze in Christ, who is
their living Head. None can say to the other,
[ bave no need of thee.
the ocher.

Each is essential to
Poor aud illiterate Christians may
derive iustruction and refinement trom their
cu'tured bretlren, and Christians ot cultivated
intellect and polished mavners may learn prec-
ious lessons and derive rich spiritual profit
from communion with brethren ** of low de-
gree.”

‘The godly in all ages bave recoganised the
David,
though a king, said, * I am a companion ot all
them that fear Thee, and of all them that keep
thy precepts.” In the days of Malachi, when
God's people had largely apostatised, ** they
that feared the Lord spake often one to
another,” and their fellowship was tavored
with divine approbation. The early Christians
lived as one family. As churches were organ-
ized in apostolic times, their members were
commanded ** to consider one another to pro-
voke unto love and to good works,” ** not for-
saking the assembling of themselves together "
—but exhorting one another, and so much the
more, as they saw the day approaching.

When God honored Jobn Wesley's ministry
by numerous converts, he was prompt to recog-
nise the importance and necessity of Christian
tellowsbip, and, by the good providence of
God, was led to organise the institution ot the
class-meeting, which is simply a systematic
provision for the enjoyment ot Christian fellow-
ship. In this respect the Methodist people
have an advantage over every other branch of
the Christian Chureh. Week by week, at a
given place, and at an appointed hour, tew or
more, animated by the same desire, ** to flee
from the wrath to come " and to strengthen
tkeir spiritual life, assemble under the guidance
ot **the leader,” whose matured experience,
and cultivated giits, bave marked him out as
fitted, by the grace of God. to address to each
member such counsels as the experience relat-
ed may demaod. By instruction, exhortation,
and prayer, the ignorant are tapght, the timid
are encouraged, the tempted and sorrowtful are
comforted and strengthened, and the lukewarm
and untaithful are admonished.

value and necessity of fellowship.

Tens of thousands, scattered the world over,
bear glad testimony to the value of this means
ot grace. Multitudes, who otherwise would
tind it difflcult to secure the fellowsbip which
their soul needs and craves, and who, possibly,
tor want of it, would grow disheartened, yield
to temptation, and “fall away; find spiritual
stimulus and nurture in the weekly class meet-
ing, and ** grow in grace and in the knowledge
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

It may be questioned whetbher any buman in-
stitution has yielded ricber results of spiritual
profit than the class-meeting; and how, at a
ime when other Churches, impelled by ne-
cessity, are feeling their way to the estab-
lishment of something similar, any bearing the
name ot Methodist can speak lightly ct this
ordinance, or seek to lower it in the estimation
of the Methodist people, is passing strange, and
an enemy hath

almost compels the assertion,
done this.”

Improve the class-meeting by all means ; let
the leaders appointed be intelligent and earnest
Christians, who have experimental acuaiatance
with the deep things of God; and who, for-
getting the things that are behind, reach forth
to those that are before. Let leadery inform
their minds and warm their bearts by the dili-
gent and devout study of the Word of Ged,
and by the tree use of religious literature, and
out of a well-furnished treasury bring torth
things new and old. Let leaders be Christians
who bave power with God, and whose prayers
are prevaleat, who take personal and deep in-
terest in the spiritual welfare of their class,
and study through the week to make the class-
meeting a means of instruction, and grace, and
salvation. Let the members of the class be in
earnest atout the salvation of their souls, not
attending now and then, just to secure recog-
nition of their membersbip; but regularly
meeting with warm desire for spiritual good.
Let members prepare for the class-meeting by
selt-examination and secret praver; aod io-
stead of a few common-place utteracces, which
mean anything or nothing, tell with childlike
simplicity the actual experience and condition
of their souls, all lympl!hfiing with each other,
and all interceding for each other; then the

| surrounded almost entirely with infidels.

The preaching ot Mr. Wiseman is the basis
of the estimate we bave tormed of him, and it
is the preaching ot athoroughly bealihy mind -
dogmatic to the extent of being quite exempt

I had the privilege ot dedicating a beautiful | superior natural gifts. Some may be in their | trom a spicit of doubt, but undogmatic in the

sense of leaving the verities of religion unhack-

The | breezes of popular tavor; but there a.e others | neyed by bard and vexatious iteration—devoid,

| preacher directed my attention to a tall, manly | of whom it is said suggestively, ** What it the  on the one hand,of that barren hard-headedness

| vigorous maa in the congregation, and said he
| would give me his history when the service
{ was over. He was, it seems, a violent, pas-
; sionate, close fisted man. Not a solitary far-
| thing could anybody get out of bim for the sal-
wation of souls or for the clevation of bumanity.
He went to the altar a few months ago, said
the minister and gave bis beart to Jesus. The
infidels in the community said, ** Wait a little
while—touch his pocket, and you will see
where his religion is.” ** Presently,” coatinued
my friend, ‘1 came to him with my subscrip-
tion paper, and spoke of the difficuities and
embarrassments under which we labored in the
neighborhood for the want of a church.”
** Well,” said the man, ** let us build a house. "
** What will you give ?" inquired the preacher.
** Fifty doilars,” was tbe prompt reply, and
the miuister passed through the community
with the subscription-paper, at the bead of
which was this amount, in the gentleman's
own hand writing, which surprised everybody.
A few days afterward the most trying circum-
stance ot his life occurred. His dear wife ex-
claimed, *‘don’t go.” LHis reply was, ‘1
must go ; my duty calls me there; I am per-
tectly cool and collected. I shall become exci-
ted, but [ will not say a word or do a thing out
of the way.” He passed through the fiery or-
deal without the least taint of anger upon him.
The commuaity then said, *‘ Surely there is
something in this ; you bave regched bis pocket,
you bave conquered his anger, and you bave
subdued the man. T'here is power in this gos-
pel of Christ.,”” A few weeks a'ter my visit
there, I received the sad intelligence that that
man bad been buried. He had gone into the
forest, and, unfortunately, a tree fell upon bim
and crushed him to the earth, and yet did not
entirely destroy him. They carried bim to the
bouse, and sent for a physician and the minis-
He calmly asked tor the Bible, and read
in a clear voice a chapter in John's gospel.
After sbutting the Bible he closed his hands
upon his breast, ‘* and such a prayer,” said
my ministerial brother, *‘ 1 never beard from
mortal lips, for his wife, his children, for bis
pastor, for the church, and tor bis infidel
friends.” In a moment or two alter saying
Amen, he closed his eyes, and sweetly fel
asleep in Jesus. The infidels said, ** There
is something in religion.” A few weeks since
I met with that good pastor again. I inquired
what about his infidel neighbors, and bhe re-
plied, ** All of them but oue are happily con-
verted to God."— Bishop Bowman.

ter.

From the Christian Guardian.

POPULAR PREACHERS.

Popular preachers are generally considered
tair targets lor the shafts ot envy and dispar-
agement. The preacher who is simply success-
ful in his work excites comparatively little un-
friendly cnticism. But the preacher who makes
a sensation, and is guilty of attracting a crowd
may ** look out for squalls " ot opposition and
destruction. Swvme indeed go so far as te talk
as if popularity was a sign of weakness, ard
unpopularity a token ot solid worth. Preach-
ers who never bave beea guilty of making any
speclal sensation may sometimes be heard
sneering at popular applause, in a way that
seems to imply that they could preach like that
if they only had a mind. It is a great comtort,
to poets, preachers, and a good many otber, be-
side, to be able to believe that there being un-
appreciated and unadmired arises from the stu-
pidity and shallowness of humanity in general,
and not from any deficiency o! brains or other
gifts on their part. On the whole we are
strongly inclined to think that dullness is no
sign ot intellectual strength; and that those
preachers who secure a permanent popularity
wust bave some elements of meatal power
which will fairly account for it.

But the value of popularity depends alto-
gether upon the
whose good vpinion it rests.

('barut'ler of thSU upon
To be highly es-
teemed by (i intelligent and good, is no com-
mon blessing. To be the idol ol ignorant,
shallow lovers of any sensational amusement
is a very doubtful recommendation. There is
also a large class of persons who have no in-
dependent judgment ot their own, and with
whom the last good sermoa they bave beard is
the most eloquent they have ever heard in all
their lives, for whose opiniun one cannot have
any very profound regard. There can be no
question that a very certain degree of popular
tavor—the affection and confidence cf the
people—is almost essential to success; but it
i1s a‘mistake to suppose that acything ap-
proaching the sensational style of popularit)
On the
contrary there 1s strong ground for believing
that this kind of popularity is neither desirable
for the preacher nor the people, and cannot
safely be taken in all cases as a sign of supe-
rior excellence ; and that an effort to win it
is generally a great and ruinous mistake.

is necessary to ministerial usetulness.

This conviction bas been sensibly strength-
ened in us, by reading a communication in the
last number ot the N. Y. Christian ddcocate.
This writer tbinks that the ordinary church
goers do not love serious argument or deep
thought, sufficiently to provoke these in the
preacher and that the endowments that suit
ably minister to the entertainment and mental
recreation of the class, are not generally of
the bighest order. He says: ** The average
mind, discouraged by the vast amount of
knowledge, not to be reached in one lite, has no
appetite for slow and solid acquirement. The
spirit of the time undervalues any knowledge
which is not a security immediately convertible
ioto cash. The average church-goer is thus
no stimulant to study. The market of his mind
is dull tor staples and active for fancies. What
of his wife or daughter ? Less trained, less oc-
cupied, talking much of woman's disadvantages,

predestined savani becomes the smatterer
What if be who was to raise others is lowered
by others ? What if the crowd becomes his
conscience, its pleasure his ideal, its increasc
his bliss, its decrease his despair > If to gain
it he bas to neglect severe study, broad intelli-
gence, dignity of thought, weighty topics,
thorough treatment, aod become a caterer in.
stead of a teacher, a tollower instead of a lead-
er, an anxious watcher of the fickle weather-
cock of popular likes instead of a calm student
of unchanging law aod an unflattering herald ot
the truth of God, is wot bis popularity too
dearly bought.”

men ot popular gll'h. to aim at securing popu-
lar applause, as a desirable thing; and yeta
minister makes a terrible mistake, that must
tell seriously tor evil on his manbood and use-
tulness, when bhe makes popular applause the
wain objects of bis pulpit efforts. ** It bap-
pens,” says the writer from whom we have been
quoting, **that much comes to the popular
inan: money presents, excursions with expen
Ile

not asked to give in re-

ses paid, long visits 1o rich houses. re-
ceives much. lle
turn. Most that he is asked to give is a speech.

He is thus always receiving, seldom giving. Is

Thus it comes about that our popular preacher
is often a very selfish man.
to secure a cash subscription from bim. In
such matters he is apt to be a sign-post, telling
others to go where be does not go himse!t.”
Sir Walter Scott said Le would be willing at
any time to sacritice one-balf of bhis popularity,
if be could feel assured (lat the other ball
rested on a solid foundation. Bat there is dan-
ger that a man who constantly receives the in-
cense of popular admiration may gradually
come to assume that the popular verdict is to

led to think of bimselt more highly than he
ought to think.
becoming egotistical and exacting.

It is only a step trom this to

Ivis sad
when a preacher comes to expect the approba-
tion of the throng as his tood and inspiration,
without which be is dissatistied and unhappy,
Let young ministers aim at usefuloess, rather
than popularity, and be more anxious to con-
vinceé, instruct, and comfort the flock, than to
dazzle them with religious pyrotechnics, or
amuse them with seusational illustrations. No
man can hunger for buman praise, and sdapt
his efforts to win it, without a loss of manhood,
self-respect and real usefulness. As Metho-
dists, it will be an evil day for us, it ever our
miaisters turn aside from the direct, earnest,
practical presentation of the truths of the gos-
pel; in & vain endeavor to attract men by ele-
gant phraseology, or amusing speculations,
Ministers may draw a crowd by pandering to
the popular love for spicy and sensational ser-
mons; but they will, in all probability, leave
them as far from Christ as they found them.
The clear, forcible presentation of the truths
relating to sin and salvation, from bearts burn-
ing with loving zeal for God, has always been
the best buman instrumentality for leading
men from sin to Christ—trom the power of Sa-
tan unto God.

THE PRESIDENT OF THE ENGLISH
CONFERENCE.

The Liverpool Daily Post of April 22, con-
tains the tollowing sketch ot the Rev. L. H.
Wiseman, M. A.:—

When one sees tor the first time a man in
bigh position, one's instinct is to notice whether
there are signs in him of qualities which befit
that position or of qualites which may have won
it tor bim. The Presidency of the Wesleyan
Conterence would be esteemed, it primitive
ideas of religion prevailed, one of the highest
ecclesiastical offices in Christendom ; and, as
a rule, those who bhave held it have been
visibly worthy of their place. The Rev. Luke
Wiseman, who at present presides the
great Wesleyan body, and who is now on a
visit to Liverpool, adorns bis station by the

over

tle him to it, and enable bim to perforin its
duties with grace and good effect. Porily
enough to be imposing, but with none of the
ruddiness and grossness which condemn many
portly men to be passed over as Philistine non-
entities ; easy, mellifluous, and sufliciently em-
phatic of speech ; caretul yet natural in phrase-
ology—one would guess Mr. Wiseman to be a
man of rarely perturbed temper, a good flow
of spirits, an ample depth of sincere but unasce-
tic devotion, a will strong but uuder the coo-
trol of a judgment easily tlexible by sound
reasoning upon solid premises, and an intellect
agile, perceptive, and well balanced. Such a
man must be well fitted to be head of a relig-
ious community in which freedom of private
judgment is in practice combined with an
ecclesiastical authority hardly less complete
and urquestioned than tbat of the most abso-

lute bierarchy.

that every man rises without favor according to

his deserts, or at least according to the im-
pression which be produces on those above and
below bim: and it is easy to imagine that a

minister such as this present Presideat would,

be welcomed in all the work and deliberation
5t the Wesleyan Church. He would first be
approved on the evidence of latent power
which his temperament must always bave af-
orded. He would rapidly become popular by
geniality all the more valued becaute never
springing from weakness ; and before long he
would become 1ndi-pensable by the confidence
be inspired in the sagacity of his perceptions,
the calmness of his conclusions, and the energy
ot his expositions. Nothing is more interes-

There 1s undoubtedly strong temptations to |

there a better receipt tor making a selfish man ? |

It requires labor |

Le accepted without questioning, and thus he |

. B . e .|
evident possession ot gifts which at once enti-

In the Wesleyan ministry it is umichruod’

at a comparatively early period of his career, |

? | which sees in religion nothing but a system of

' m putely dove-tailed theses; and, en the other
band, ot that tendency to excessive sentiment
| which makes many preachers maudlin. To
{ Mr. Wiseman it is a very cheertul thing to be
a good Christian, a very appalling thing to be
an unawakened sinner, a very mournful thing
to be a Christian in name, of whom the Lord of
the Church will one day disown all knowledge.
He clearly sees these phases of spiritual being,
speaks of them with a frankness and simplicity
which exclude subtleties, and regards calmly
and describes with ease in the light of these dis-
| inctions all sorts ot buman and ecclesiastical
pbenomena. Not often are the gemeral judg-
{ments of a high-spirited and eloquent divine
distinguished by such original appreciation of
| the facts of lite and history, or by so gracious
an equity towards what lies beyond the pale of
denominational sympathy. Accept Mr. Wise-
!umn’s belief, which is common to most Chris-
| tian people ot all denowminations, and you see

13( once how appropriate te its illustrauon are

l

[ ments of a healthy mind.
accustomed to the grating tanaticism, to

the uuconstrained attitudes and the alert move-
Yet to those who are
the
minute wranglings, and to the exaggerated tex-
 tual disquisitions of the average pulpit there 13
something fresh and even suprising in such
Its energy has plenty ot play, but
Its dicta are moderated, not by

! preaching.
litle asperity.
| elaborate and pedantic quahifications, but by a
nutural good sense and delicacy of moral and
intellectual touch which sbrink trom the pro-
pounding of what is repulsive or extreme.

Above all will most persons be surprised to
hear ot such graceful qualities and a spirit so
refined by culture in a Methodist preacher.
Ibe prescnt writer has had little experience of
Wesleyan'preaching, having, tormed his ideas
of it long ago by hearing Dr. Newton and Dr.
Beaumont. There is little of the Metbodist
style iu Mr. Wiseman if the old Methodiss
[ style was tairly embodied in those remarkable
preachers. Great torce and glow they had,
and a burning bold on the realities which they
preached ; but their minds were comparatively
unbalanced, their spirit was comparatively
rude, their style” comparatively wayward,
diffuse. and uncultivated. Indtead of the great
roar of the old Methodist Boanerges, the pre-
sent President ot the Conterence has a voice
which, it not small, is still—a voice slightly
nasal, but soft and yet penetrating— capable of
many meltog tones, but, as a rule, one that
interests rather than thrills or startles. Tbe
giants of Methodism had probably more power
over the masses, while Mr. Wiseman would
probably do more than they to conciliate to
Methodism those who are rationally cultivated
as well as religious.

Whether the change is good for Methodism—
or, indeed, whether to any large extent other
preachers of this generation exibit the polish ot
Mr. Wiseman’s eaergy, the lucid exactness of
his graeetul extempore sentences, or the large
charity of bis mood—must be left to Wesleyans
to decide. An influence of the wmsthetic kiad
is abroad amongst them, as is proved by the
bighly-ecclesiastical interiors of such chapels as
that in Grove-street, with its ornate chancel,
stained windows, and bighly-decorated organ;
and 'we believe some think that Methodism is
dying away under these refinements. On this
point we would simply say that all religions in
days of improved taste and enlightenment con-
cede something to the softened and elevated
manners of the age, and that, whatever may be
said of decorated chancels, ecclesiastical-look-
ing foats and pulpits on one side, no sound ob-
jection can be taken to the softened tone and
taste of such oratory as that of
Though elegant, it is not en-
feebled by ornameat. Though soft and light,
it is pithy and manly. The preacher has a
swilt and generous sense of humour, display-
ed in a smile here and there as a sentence takes
an unlooked for turu; but he has also a sense
of solemnity, and knows howto let down the
bucket into the depths of the well of human

feeling.

graceful
Mr. Wiseman.

]

In all this there is abundance of power, as in
the very and delivery of Mr.
I\\'xwmnn there is abundant manliness and
strength. But with the power, and lorce, and
masculine energy there is taste, simple grace,
and faultless refinement both of language and
ideas. We should remarkable
preacher to be ove who would form his opinions

agpect, air,

jadge this

with facile calmness, and hold them with a con-
fident and undisturbed assurance, but
whose head it would never enter to think an

mnto

other man morally bad for thinking differently,

and into whose beart no difference of intellec-
|

| tual view could distil a drop of bitterness. As

a divine on whose sensibilities no gentle touch

of Christian Lumanity falls upbecded, while
[ his judyment can never be swayed by mere
:hemmg, Mr. Wiseman wields worthily an elo-
| queuce which, it rarely loity or impassione d, 18
always interesting and bard to resist. In un-
garnished language, be is ao able and sympa-
thetic orator, who re: pects himself and canopot
but be respected, who admires good m8dels
| and -annot but be admired.

- —

| A Parapre or Deati.—** I asked bim what
| he had done with the beautitul flowers which
| he had stolen trom ourearthly gardens ; for be
! had done that thing to me; and | telt that | bad
| a right to ask.  But Death rephed very calmly,
* You should not say stolen, tor I am not a
| thiet.—There 1s one that owns all the flowers
upon your broad, green earth, and he has a
right to transplant them when and where he
pleases. He sends me to your gardrns.’ * But
why,” I asked, * do you snatch them so rudely,
and leave hearts all torn and bleeding ? * Alas "
replied Death, * wbhy do not mortals let them
go? Little children are the paradise tlowers—
of such is the kingdom ot heaven. Dut be the
world ever so bleak and desolate, mortals
would keep them here : so they bind thew with
chords lest they be taken away, and these
chords are twined with their own beart-striugs.
How can I lousen the one without breaking the

R
|

|

ting than to trace in a high functionary the‘

other ?"—




