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SATURDAY, May 27, 1811

HAS THE CHURCH FAILED ?
We have received a letter from a cor-
respondent who, though frankly eritical,

is sl beart friendly. The lone of his
present letter is somewhat of a surprise,
indicating a too ready spirit to yield to
vague rumor or be the unrelieved vie-
tim of deep seated prejudice. In
ing attention to the
which he writes we express the hope
that his future letters will

in more courteous terms,

subjects upon

be couched
Whatever in-
tercourse we however

may have, or

widely we may differ, there are amen

ities which we all owe to one another,
It is with reason that we preface our
remarks, since our correspondent
bluntly starts his letter thus: “

have utterly failed—the Catholic
Church has utterly failled—to explal

its utter failure to civilize and Chris

tianize the 1

19 A |
from their iuf . I'his charge t
sweeping to forcefal, and too inde-
finite to be answered. Let us see what
a little analysis | i So
far as ur part 1 the sharge
is concerned we may plead guilty, f
admit our inability to do ju e r
Mother Qhurch. That we may have
utterly failed to explain this pretended
failure f the ( 1 h due a
the 1 on we have always ia
still have, that the Chur s 1
failed ir enl
to the pressing demand
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woven into their laws. She withstood
their semi-barbarous monarchs and was
sponsor for their fidelity to their oaths
and for the arters of their subject

liberties, If orrespondent refers

to the present time
the Latin e

nd the conditior

intries of Europe, he is

again wrong, Surely he could not blot
out from France or any other of these
countries the memorials of Catholic
civilization if he tried. Why then deny

them? Why the Church with
failure? There is no evidence that the
Church is losing its hold upon
After the French revolution
the Church regained much that she had
lost.

charge

the
people,

In number and zeal of clergy, in

magnitude of works the Fren

Church was most froitful in good,
To-day she is starting again, impover-
ished but undaunted, confident
in her cause and the promise of
her divine Founder. The reason of
present conditions is not far to seek,

Rebellion against the Catholic Church
is the cause of most of the difliculties we
When a
few centuries ago Northern Hurope left

ock. She
What about th

meet with in modern history.

her she reeled from the sl

reeled but she rallied

present Not so

discouraging. ¥
clude from the argument the shocking
amount of irreligion encouraged by lax
Protestantism [and intensified by false
Modernism, it must be admitted that the
Catholie Chureh is the only unfaltering
witness of God's revelation and the nly

safe protection for morality and
society. The Catholic Church has
failed ? What is  failure What

is success
f the failure. It is
the only success history has ever wit-
nessed,

The uncenquered struggle
Church is no

She does not look for triumph
in this world, nor has she so far enjoyed

any but very brief ones. The nations

may withdraw from her; but she was
hefora them, and she still in an-
diminished vigor long after them. They
may serve her purpose though they can-
not erush her. What the Chureh has

done for the world has been along higher
lines than national or temporal interests.
The Catholic (
dowed

hurch founded and en-

nearly all the 1

Her

aiversities of

Europe salnts were patterns of

virtue and patrons of learning. There
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arose of
rightly applying the la Church
concerning matrimon Doubts arose
a% to where the provisions of the Couneil

I'rent re promulgated and where

they we

enforced only as a matter of
discipline. In order to have uniformity
through the Empire the German Bishops
appealed to the Hol

See to promulgate

a uniform law for all Germany. This |
was granted by the Bull Provida
sapient e on January 28, 1000, two
years, it will be noted, before the law

contained in the “Ne Temere” decree.
By this decree special to Germany it
was enacted that all Catholie
marriages in the must, to be

valid, be solemnized before the parish

purely
Empire
priests of one of the contracting parties
Mixed marriages
and Protestant marriages were recog-

and two witnesses,
nized as valid, wherever celebrated in
(rermany, the
German Empire.
Here was a decree local in its character
and not

provided parties were

domiciled in the
removing all the difficulties
the condition of
It can readily be understood

hich cluster about
domicile,

1ld he rel

that the Holv Saa

change in 1908 the legislation which it
had adopted in 190t As a consequence
coming after
the decree for Germany, that country
excepted, It thought that
representations were made to Rome by
Germany and that for this

of the new decree 80 so0n

was was

reason the
“Ne Temere” decree was made not
to apply to the Empire. There

is no evidence to that effect.
On the other hand, there was
ample reason not to undo so

soon what had been passed two years
before. The second point to which we
have called attention is the reason why
the “Ne Temere" decree is applied to
English speaking countries.

o alaw th

In promul-

sumplic
the
1gest reasons for al-

i
exceptions. And in
there were the str

present case

lowing no further departure from the

“Ne Temere"” decree. There is no law

which will not press more or less heavi-

ly in some quarters,

niformity wa

he greatest desideratum, This un

formity could be obtained either by the
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HON. JUSTICE RIDDELL ON
MARRIAGE LAW

In an address to
with

THE

an association in con-
(Presby-
erian), Toronto, the Hon, Justice Rid-

nection Cooke's Church

dell delivered some opinions ec neerning |

the question of wrriage. It may be
difficult for a judge to find subjects for
addresses. Many of them might have to
be treated by him afterwards officially,
We think with double reason therefore
that he should have chosen for his dis-
course something less litigious than the

marriage law,

In making any remarks
upon the Justic views we do so with
all respect. Nevertheless we are sur-

| prised at the sweeping proposition he
maintaings and the certainty under which

| he labors regarding the supremacy of
the State in the matter,

“Whatever,”
the Hon, J ustice is reported to have said,
“the Legislature says is a marriage is
a marriage, and no Chureh, Roman Cath-
olic or any other, has anything what-
ever to do with it.” It is a

pity that  the Legislature was
not specified, for Ontario dif-
fers from Quebec Nor do we see

why the Roman Catholic Church was
singled oul o be named unless it isthe

only Church possessing a law upon the

subject. There is an acknowledged
partuership between Church and States
although the State assumes complete
independence and claims that there is

perfect
admits

separation.
as valid o
formed by recogn

I'he Legislature
arriages

those per-
d clergymen, This
places the responsibility upon the offi-
ciating clergyman, so that his evidence
is the decisive point of the validity.
From this very point of legislation it is
clear that the Church has the first word
to say about the validity or invalidity
of a marriage, the learned
Justice be unmindful that the priests of
the Church which he singles ont receive

Nor can

vheir power of marrying people not from
the State but from a higher source. It
is just that it should be so in a Christian

country, where marriage is a sacred rite

and not a mere civil contract, If only
the State has as good

careful of its

laws, or were as

marriage

laws, as the
toman Catholie Church, there would be
less confusion and scandal in society,
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Now d hold up your hands ir
ous I am not advocs
Moderui rine. N r do Isub-
seribe theory of a universal
priesth tis no very n 1 doc-
rine, se t St. Paul could write to
the Christia f Thessaloniea : “From

abroad the words of the

1 Macedonia and Achaia,

but als ¥ place your faith, which |
s toward is gone forth,” If it
could be of us, as St. Paul could
1y of the salonians, that from us
was  §] broad the word of the
Lord in ¢ place,” what a different

world this v 1 be. But unfortunately

we are to to leave this spreading |
abroad of the word to the priests
of the Chur They are commissioned
to preac 1y, a8 if preaching ever
yvet saved If the reader
objects tha Lord told the
A postles nto the whole world and
preach the el to every creature, I

answer ti was not their preaching

alone

eir preaching plus the
splendid ple of their lives, that
ed men t d. It is practice, not
prece unts. It was because, like
1 D laster, they could point
t their ks, that the preaching
f the A s bore fruit. If you will
10t hea vord believe the works
hat I d
Bear in mind, it is evident
tuat alth one can preach unless he

MAY

be sent, yet all can and should preach
by example, The Gospel of good deeds
Is the only Gospel men will listen to.
Words are cheap and
everything cheap is worthless. Hence
St. Peter, the chief of those who were

“

worthless as

seut” to preach, and who certainly
is above the
priesthood,
writes o the Christians of his times to

suspicion of

harboring
thought of an

universal

have “their conversation good among |

the Gentiles, that whereas they speak
of you as evildoers, they may, by the
good works which they shall behold in
you, glorify God in the day of visitation.”
We grieve and lament when we read of
the misrepresentations and slanders that
are circulated against the Church from
pulpit, platform and press.
fired with a holy zeal to be apologists
for the faith,

The means are ready to
our hands. It is no new-fangled theory
either. We have it on the infallible
authority of St. Peter that the best an-
swer to calumny and
purity of our lives,

slander is the
Let the seribbler

defame and the pulpiteer screech for |

great is truth and it will prevail.” In
the long run people will judge of our re-
ligion as they see it exemplified in our
live

God's Church, and remember all she has
suffered and endured for two thousand
years, we are struck with astonishment
that she should have outlived it all

, and
should be now fresh and young and as

| full of vigor as in the first years of her |

divine mission. The world has ever hated
her because she was not of the world,
But she goes on her way triumphant be-
cause her children are loyal, Kings
may persecute her ; parliaments may
pass penal laws against her, but kings
and parliaments cannot tear out the
faith from the hearts. The
Church has triumphed because the chil-
dren remembered the mother, To-day
it may seem as if defeat is dogging her
footsteps.

peoples’

Everywhere she is attacked ;
her every act is called in question. Her
enemies are not only the open and avowed
epemies of Christianity, but many pro.

fessing the

followers of Master are
leagued with the atheist and fre e-think-
er to put Caeser in the place of Christ.
Even within her fold there are

stab

some who
would

her in the back. We have
“ liberal " Catholies who thi 1 3
too far behind the times and wou
ng er L |/ I 1 ler ad
vancement We are promised great
forward movement f Pr stant
I t the re eness ofRome. What
€ ed is a great forward movement of
e Ca 1 laity A drawing closer of
Pope rie ud people in a he wvenly

triple alliance,
rward to the

@ are bounc

I'he careless, indifferent Catholie
S the greatest hindrance to the work of
r's I and  zeal
8 % Al a revi-
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neet to discuss all manner

Chureh Union is pres theme

ind the discussions are

interest
ing. In some form or another it mav be
brought about, but, even if the

patehed

union is
up, how long it

problematical,

will last is

entirely So far as doe-
trinal standards are concerned the new
combination will have to be
ton, so that all may be brought into the

fondly-hoped for union tent. While the

average Presbyterian will not be in

favor of doing away entirely with the |

manufacture and sale of int xicating

| drinks, as he does not see harm in
taking a little nip once in a while, the

average Methodist would go so far even

any

as to prevent the growing of grapes,
| barley and other things which serve to
[ produce the cup that inebriates. While
a few of the sects are in favor of a sane
Sabbath observance, which wounld ren-
der the Sunday not entirely a day of

the eyes towards the blue above us,

others there are who would hang a cat

on Monday for killing a mouse on Sun-

| day.

A generation ago the sects were a

unit in favor of the establishment and
glorification of the little red school
house, from which God and the things
of God were to be almost

entirely ex-
cluded, so that all shades of religious
thought might be

mollified.  To.day

these people are groaning in spirit be-

cause of the evidence of immorality

which has been demonstrated by the
investigations of Mrs. MaysR, Thorn.
| ley, a lady evangelist

who deserves

And we are |

When we look back upon thehistory of |

but a skele- |

gloom and mourning and uplifting of |

credit

gives to

for the time and attention she

the promotion of morality.
Her revelations as to the immorality
amongst school children are now being
consideced with closed doors in the hall
attached to St. Andrew's Presbyterian
Chureh in this city, A generation ago
| the Catholic Church was dubbed behind
the age because it did not swing ioto
line with those who proposed to establish
@ system of education which she claimed
would give us sooner or later a pagar
ism which sought but the dollar.
While the irreconcilably
divided on every other topic they al-
ways present a bold and united front
against what they are pleased to call
“Romanism,” or the “aggressions of
At all the conferences of our
separated brethren the attitude of the
Catholic Church in regard to marriage
receives a doughty clubbing. Not a
note of dissent. Rome is the common
enemy that must be fought to a finish.
We wish our friends would give this
matter thoughtful consideration
instead of a frantic Lady Teezelism, In
Ottawa the district meeting of the
Methodist Church sympathized strongly.
we'are told by
the

insistence

sects are

Rome."

cool,

a press despateh, with
Catholie Church
the
marriage, and decreed that many mixed
marriages had tended to irreligion,
but * the papal decree does violence to
the sanctity of family life

interest - of

Roman and her

upon sacredness of

and is in the
What a
atholie
The Catholie Church

conference

sectarianism.’
charming inconsistency !
Chureh is right.
The commends
the Church for itsanxiety to sanctify the
marriage tie

The (

is wrong.

1d then proceeds to con
demn the Church for issuing the Ne
Temere decree which serves to promote
the sanctity of marriage. In the same
paper in which this statement appears
we have a long aceount of an ontrageons
oceurrence
light the

which
terrible evils which
from loose marriage laws.

exhibits in strong
result
Many of the
clergymen of the seets, notably in Wind-
sor, Ont., in performing marriages, pay
little attention to anything
possession of a license by the

save the

contract-

ing parties

We need not be surprised
1 that

then to fin vman named Nathaniel

Self had been sent to pe for
bigamy. He was married no less than
five times. He was allowed
arole and  wanted e t live
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hurch who is praying for ur return
to the centre of Christian unity,
THE YELLOW PAPER

We ask a careful study of a sermon

published in this issue of the Ca
REcorD, delivered by Bishoy

Trenton, N, J.

THOLIC
MeFaul of

the man

It deals with

ner of conducting cert:
in the United
have a bearing

n daily papers
States. His
too upon some of our

Canadian publications, especially those
| of the larger cities.

remarks

Those who, like
ourselves, have a distinet recollection
of the old style of Journalism, must
and with pain, that, taken
as a whole, in the
| daily papers
I‘ lamentable degree,

acknowledg:

last generation the
have degenerated to a
Dignity of expres-
sion in the editorial columns and sane
‘rnpnrt.ﬂ of the world's doings in the
| news department gave us a press in the
| old days which proved an educative in-
fluence for the higher and nobler things
of life. True, we find at the present
| day many journals stili conducted on
; these lines, but there are others, and
| the majority, which are produced solely
| for mercenary purposes and pander to
!r,m- vulgar and sensational phases of
| life. This is a most unfortunate ¢

tion and bodes ill for the future,

ondi-

When
we see a young man carrying home on a
Saturday the Sunday abominations of the
large cities of the United S es. we |

take it that he is on t}

he down
grade, that his mind will so ner or

later become imbued with
He will become saturated
| with the most horrible doings
ceriminal world, and

the vulgar-
isms of life.

of the

with the most de.

testable phases of degeneracy

moral order. The illustrated
ments, and more especially
called the Javenile comie

ments, te.
trol
the slang of
suneer at

ing to bring parer
into ridicule, the
the

religion

Ire
slums, the
and all b
thereto, the printing of the pi

| the most notorious male and fer

| generates, with sketches of the

form a plague spot on our pres
life. All this is condoned in t}

of some publishers because tk

[ “sells.” It may be, and we hope th

| and respeetable portion of the

will soon come, when the resp
(

ity will cease giving support and
tenance to the cowboy journalisy
day. Fathers of families have a
responsibility in this respect, [j
literature in the homes consi

large part of vulgar journals t}

dren will be wvulgar—if it
largely in the retailing of happeni
the criminal world—many a boy
turned to eriminality, It is time |
crusade against the yellow press

part of all

will

respectabla
the initiative ? We
forbiddidg the
literary smallpox that comes to u
New York each week end.

peonl
take

start by sale
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jurier, 1n reco
the

t pening of & chapel which,

the auspices of the Scottish Iipisc

ians, has been formed within the
of the ancient Abbey of Kinloss
nishes us with an interesting resur
the later history of this monument
pre-Reformation Scotland, It
founded{by King David I. about the
1150, and from that time on unt
tragedy of the
honorable part in the ecclesiastica
of the ancient kingdom. It had, dur
the course of its history, been ¥
by Edwards L. and 111.,Kings of Kn

and also by Mary Queen of Scots, }

Reformation, hore

memorable expedition to Inverness

the North. It had been place

David 1. under the charge of the

tercian Order, then at the height

renown, and under the fostering

g ca
these holy men it as destined t
« e tl Aren 1 of Al Y
elig § ishme 8u
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Fife 1 the A Deer, f 1
), 1 Vill Ear! of Buel
hese house
neficent

1d downtrodde
I
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the advancement of the

['hen the great blow fell

Junbar,

eing an enthusiastic antiquariar

ecclesiologist, took measnres to pre
it from

further destruc

the walls cleared of rubbish

tressed ; he

traced out the lines of

old walls and revealed the entire i
he cared for the |
hidden .graves of the
bade ffurther tampering

their earthly resting places.
acts of piety, even if he
their full import, the (

of the buildings ;
monks, and f
with tt
For the
realized ne
holie Scotla
that is, let us hope, again to be, w

honor and bless his name.

undone he passed on as a legaoy to |

tamily, and Mrs, Dunbar has, according

to her lights, taken further steps in t
long-delayed restoration.

THE ONLY portion of the
fabric which had retained a roof wa
what had been a crypt or chapter house

This chamber, about 45 feet long, anc

covered by a plain barrel vault witt
groined roof at the east end, had long

been used as a storehouse and receptacle
for rubbish. This was cleaned out ar
converted into a beautiful chapel, and ir
doing this pains were taken not to di
turb the original features of the bu

ing. Simple triplet lancet
introduced at the

entrance doorway formed at the we

wind
were sides, a
end, a good floor laid, and chancel st
ingeniously formed out of the carve
fragments lying about.
completed, an

The work beir
opening service aft
the Episcopalian order was held und
the direction of the Bishop of Moray
and Ross,

ntributing in other ways

What he left

ancient
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