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THE CATHOLIC RECORD.

ATTACKS ON THE CHURCH.

BRITISH WEEKLY TIRADE TRENCHANTLY
DEALT WITH BY DOM MARTIN WALL,
0. B. B, — ‘" ROMANISM AND THE
HUMAN REASON.'

A sensational article under the above
heading appeared lately in the British
Weekly, which we cannot let pass un-
challenged. Its aim is stated in the
opening gentence: ** Romanism stands
ont more and more distinctly in uncom-
promising and relentless antagonism to
the legitimate exercise of the human
reason.” This proposition is supported
by a series of bare assertions on an im-
mense variety of subjects, covering
pretty rearly the whole ground of con-
troversy, and without the least attempt
at proof. It is easy to write in this
reckless way, but not so easy to show in
detail all the untruths and fallacies in-
volved, when a hundred wild statements
are made in almost as wany lines. To
take one of these at random as an in-
stance : * Ireland is not made desolate
by English taxation but by the locusts
of religion,” It would take a column
or more to satisfactorily dispose of such
aremark as this. The article teems
with similar remarks. All we can do,
then, is to deal with a few by way of
specimen.

HE FIRST GREAT ATTACK 1S MADE ON

THE COUNOIL OF TRENT :

¢ The Council was swamped by
Italian Bishops, very few of whom
knew Greek or Hebrew.”” How does
the writer know that ? He says that
only thirty Bishops were present. The
total number of Bishops present was
two hundred and seventy. But we
suppose he means the Session which
dealt with Scripture. But even then
he is in error. Though there were
only thirty Bishops at the First Ses-
sion, they came flocking in afterwards,
80 that by the time of the Fourth Ses-
sion, which dealt with Scripture, there
were sixty Bishops present. Then he
complains, ** Tradition was put on a
level with Scripture.’”” How does this
fact stultify reason ? We are inclined
to ask, how doet he know “Seripture”’
to be God’'s Word except by tradition ?
Let him read the book of Esther, which
in the Protestant version contains
neither of the words *'God’’ or *Lord."
Let him ask himself, ** How do | know
this is part of God's Word 2"’ But pos
sibly the writer does not know the
meaning of the word tradition as Catho
lics use it. In that case he should in
form himself before writing nonsense,
Next he says, ** All the bocks of the
Valgate were ratified sithout examina
tion.”” Perhaps he is not aware that
at this Council the matters to be die-
cussed were first debated and prepared
for the Council in special commissions,
and this is the reason that no disputa.
tions appesar in the Acts. As a matter
of fact, it he had taken the pains to
open the very first page of a Latin
Bible and had read the Preface, he
would find that incredible labors and
pains had been undergone during half a
century by eminent theclogians under
a succession of Pontifls in order to
produce a correct text of the Vulgate.
He might know also, if he would take
the trouble to enquire that
BCHOLARS OF THE PRESENT DAY REGARD

THE VULGATE AS A TEXT OF THE
HIGHEST VALUE AND AUTHORITY.

Let us turn now to another specimen
of vague and unsupported assertions :
“ The \ast century has geen a luxuriant
growth of fantastic worships, unedify-
ing miracles and hysterical revelations
diligently encouraged by the author-
ities of the Church.”’ How is it pos-
sible to defend oneself against charges

s0 indefinite as this ? Why does not
the writer name some of these fantastic
worships, ete., so that we may know
what he is driving at ? Perhaps we
can get a clue to what he means a
little lower down where we read.

‘““17 18 PROBABLE ENOUGH WE SHALL
HEAR MORE ABOUT ST. ANNE, BT.
JOBEPH, THE SACRED HEART,"’ ETC

Possibly these are the *fantastic
worships’’ cropped up during the last
century. Is devotion to St. Anne un-
reasonable ? He may say, *‘ Howdo we
know that St. Anne was the mother of
the Blessed Virgin Mary 2"’ As to her
name, it is known by tradition. But
let that pass. We know that Mary had

a mother, and that the mother of one

who was to enter into more intimate

relations with Almighty God than any
human being before or since must have
been a saint. If that be the case, is it
contrary to reason to have devotion to
her? Similar remarks apply to St.

Joseph. His office was absolutely

nnigque among the saints. As to devo-

tion to the Sacred Heart, so far from
being the product of the last century,
it is hundreds of years old. St.

Gertrude, who lived nearly seven hun-

dred years ago, had a very great devo-

tion to the Sacred Heart. So far from
the Church encouraging fantastic wor:
ships, she promptly puts them down.

Some years ago some zealots tried to

introduce a devotion to the ** Divine

Hands "’ of Our Lord. It was perempt-

orily forbidden, and the book put on the

Index. Then, again, what are the *‘un-

edifying miracles ?’' They are only un-

edifying to him who takes his stand on
the usval Protestant assumption that

Almighty God has never worked a mir-

acle since the New Testament was

written.
I8 THIS A ‘' LEGITIMATE USE OF HUMAN
REASON ' TO
UPON GOD?
The writer thinks, no doubt, he has

made a strong point in saying that
‘“ the plea of tradition in defence of
Church teaching is stultified by the
proclamation of the Immaculate Con-
ception in the face of a confessedly
In writing this he
stultifies himself by proving that“h’e

e
Every doctrine is,

divided tradition.”

does mot understand the subject.
will enlighten him.
if not explicitly, at least implicitly, be

lieved as belonging to the deposit of
Bnt
some doctrines get obscured, and then
doubted and controverted ; then comes
When the
tradition is unanimous the Church does
not define because there is no need of
it, as, for instance, the doctrine of the

Faith confided to the Apostles.

the necessity of definition.

Assumption, which no Catholic doubts

But of the Immaculate Conception some
did doubt, hence the necessity of clear-

PUT A LIMIT THUS

ity in the Church held the doctrine is
shown by the extraordinary enthusiasm
everywhere displayed on its promulga-
tion,
THE ARTICLE DEVOTES MUCH BPACE T0
THE SUBJECT OF LORD ACTON.
The wriver admires him much as con-
spicuous among a body of devout and
able men in the Charch who labor to
effect a reconciliation between their
Church and resson. Judging by the
quotations given, Acton's method of
effecting this reconciliation was by
abusing Popes and Cardinals. The
only point that the writer of the ar-
ticle can make here is that *' there
was an attempt to expei Actun from
the Roman Catholic Charch.”” What
capital he would bave made out of it if
Acton had been expelled ! Surely in
common fairuess he ought to have
given credit to the authorities of the
Caurch for not expelling him., How-
ever, Acton was too much of a Catholic
to please him, so he writes, ** Lord
Acton’s ab!lities had been over-rated,
and it would be difficult to find a jar
allel for the senscless extravagance of
some of the passages priated.”” After
reading the passages of Lord Acton
printed in the article we quite agree
with these sentiments.
Again we read, * It is notorious
that very few Roman Catholic books on
religion are published in this country.”
Here is another sapient remark of the
article. If there is any notoriety cn the
subject, it is quite the other way. A
glance at the catalogues of Catholicand
other publishers will readily_show this.
It must be remembered that Catholics
are few in this country compared with
Protestants, The writer, moreover,
seems to have sought in vain for a
** powerful and original mind among
Epglish Catholies.”” Will not such
names a8 Newman, Manning and Ward
satisfy him ? not to mention a host of
others ; or if he wants living authors,
will not Bishop Hedley, Dom Chapman,
Wilfrid Ward and Father Benson be
suflicient ? The fact is that
IN THE WRITER'S ESTIMATION NO CATH-
OLIC CAN HAVE A POWERFUL AND
ORIGINAL MIND UNLESS HE ATTACKS
SOME TENET OF THE CHURCH,
or at least comes to loggerheads with
his ecclesiastical superiors. This
seems evident by his immediately
bringing in the name of Father Tyrrell,
who is known to have left the Jesuits,
and about whom he gives yet more
piquant information, whether true or
not we cannot say. Father Tyrrell
has a [poweriul {mind, no doubt, but
there are plenty of Catholic writers of
eqnal power to him,
NEXT THE BIBLICAL COMMIBSION I8
FEPOKEN OF,
Now the fact of such!a Commission
being appointed by the Supreme Pon
tiff is in itself a striking proof that
Rome is pot ** in uncompromising and
relentless antagonism to the legitimate
exercise of the human reason.”” But
the article says : ** The present Pope
has swamped the experts and removed
the crities.”” If he had done this, the
world would have heard of it. It is
another instance of reckless mis-state-
ment. These sweeping assertions pro-
bably refer to the fact that the Secre~
tary to the Commission has been
changed.
Finally, we learn that the future of re-
ligion in England depends on ‘' Evangeli-
cals and non-Conformists’ willingness
to receive new truth from the world
around them,”” What does this mean ?
If it means the truths of natural science,
Catholics are as willing as any to re-
ceive them ; witness the many names
eminent in various sciences, e. g.,
Fathers Perry, Cortie and Sidgreaves,
8. J., in astronomy ; Father Maher,
8. J., in mental science ; and others.
If it means that the revealed truths
of Theology have to be altered to
square with every new theory concern-
ing * the world around ' us, then
Qatholies are not willing.
THEOLOGY AMONG PROTESTANTS I8 NO
SOIENCE AT ALL; IT I8 GUESS WORK;
the principle of private judgment by
which each man bslieves what he
chooses makes this necessarily to be
s0. Consequently this kind of the-
ology can change with every fashion
or temper of mind that happens to
be prevalent. But Catholic The-
ology is :a real science. It has for
its basis truths that have been divinely
revealed ; and from these, other truths
are deduced by processes of strict
reasoning. So that we see that, after
all, the Catholic Chureh does employ
the human reason. But having estab
lished her truths on such a sound basis
and by solid arguments, would it not be
stultifying reason to change about with
every new theory of natural science?
It is the glory of the Catholic Church
that she alone preserves inviolate
Divine Truth, while the religious
bodies around her are perpetually
changing it.—Catholic News, London,
Eng.

CHIEF SECRETARY BIRRELL ON
“PRIEST RIDDEN" IRELAND.

Referring to the subject of ‘‘the
priest-ridden Irish,’”” the new Chief
Seeretary for Ireland,Mr. Birreli,speak-
ing recently at Oxford on edueation in
that country, said he had reccived many
letters from friends in the Kduecation

press upon him that Ireland is a priest-
ridden land.

people and say:

priests 2"’

in years.

term of office of the present Govern
ment.
. | “dead and buried.”

ing up the doubt.

That the vast major-

Office, one and all endeavoring to im-

Did they want him, con-
tinued Mr. Birrell, to go to the Irish
‘“‘Dear Irish people
you are priest ridden ; get rid of the
Did they think the Irish
people would listen to that? Hemight
liken Ireland and her priests to a man
and his wife—the wife who had stood by
her husband’s side through everything.
Did they expect Ireland to turn against
her:priests after all theyhad done for her?

Manifestly Mr. Birrell, for his short
time in Ireland has learned more of
true Irish sentiment than many or any
of his predecessors were able to learn
Mr. Birrell has also in the
House of Commons been denouncing
coercion in Ireland, and has declared
that there will be none of it during the

Ooercion in Ireland, said he, is
This is truly an
agreeably novel development in the
program of a British official at Dublin

THE DEVIL TEMPTING CBRIST.

The splendid firmness in the French
erisis «f Pope Pius X. has shown the
true spiric of the Church, As has been
well said by an eloguent writer, ** The
action of the Pope * * * has revealed
to the world the real mind of the
Jhurch in a way that cannot easily be
forgotten.””  ““ Approve this law of
ours,”” said the French Government,
*or connive at it, and all those vast
possessions which you claim are yours.'
It is the devil taking Christ to the
high mountain and saying: ** All this
I will give you if, kneeling down, you
adore me."”” The answer iz the same
as was given then: ** The Lord thy
God shalt thou adore and Him_ only
shalt thou serve.”” *‘‘Will you then
sacrifice all those millions which a
single word or ¢ven silence will assure
you? Will you make yourself and
your 40,000 priests and Bishops beggars
on the streets?'’ ‘‘The condition is
pnot new to us, Christ and His apostles
were beggars, and there cannot be an
instant of hesitation in sacrificirg a
mil fon times over not only these, but
all the earthly possessions rather than
yield ove jot in our fulfillment of the
law of God."

It is conscience scorning sin, It is
magnificent ; it is sublime. It is the
act ,of Christ; and the world, which
finds it hard to understand such a con-
dition of mind,} is staggered. Over
and above the clamor raised by its
own teachers it has fheard what
amounts almost to a dogmatic declara-
tion from the Vicegerent of Christ
Himself, that there is something be-
yond the realms of matter; that there
is a spiritual world ; that there is a
God ; that there is a heaven ; that
there is a hell, and it has nothing to
reply except that the Pontiff is a peas-
ant and a ‘*‘ mystic ""—another word _in
their minds for a fool, Never in
modern times was a sublime lesson so
sublimely taught to a hard-hearted
and incredulous generation. Cath
olics who have been always renminded
that it is necessary to make any sacri-
fice rather than commit sin now under-
stand their faith better.

HER POWER COMES FROM ABOVE
The Catholic Church is not a com-
bination of associations. The Cath-
olie Church is not a voluntary assembly
of laymen. The Catholic Church is a
hierarchy based, it is true, npon a
pure demoecracy, but her power comes
from above. Though her mightiest
office is freely elective, and as is the
case to-day, may be the prize of the low-
liest born, yet the authority of every
one of her ministers is traced back in
unbroken and indisputable line to
Almighty God. Priests are ordained
by Bishop, Bishop appointed by Pope,
and the Pope we hail as Christ’s Vicar
upon earth, With the administration
of the internal affairs of Christ's Church,
with the definition ‘of her doctrines,
with questions of ecclesiastical author-
ity or with her forms of worship, no
Government that man has ever estab-
lished upon this earth has the remotest
right to interfere. When Pius X. pro-
claimed the authority of the Churck
and the injustice of France, he an-
nounced the doctrine of every one of
his two thousand years of predecessors,
and it speaks trumpet-tongued of the
certainty of speedy victory.

Who can doubt the result ?

Rock of the Living Truth, girt
‘round with Eternal Justice, the
Papacy has seen empires, nations and
dynasties rise and fall, thrones crumble
and whole races and people disappear.
What though the ery *‘ Crucify her !
Crucify her !"" echoes through the
world, “‘the God that reigned o'er
Babylon "’ looks down to-night upon
Paris, and that God of our fathers
“ He reigneth yet."

FALSE ARGUMENTS
But it is argued the Catholie Church
differs from all other churches in its
relations to ecivil government. It
claims a superiority which the republic
cannot tolerate. Had it not been for
the obstinacy of the Pope, the churches
would have rested at the disposition
of the Bishops and priests and all
would have been well. Others will
point out to you the falsity of this
argument, KEven had the French
Government been in good faith (and
who can claim for it a shred of good
faith in the face of the declarations of
the men who compose is?) the con-
ditions imposed in the law of asso-
ciations as made applicable to church
property, were impossible of accept-
ance. KEven Combes himself, the first
to begin the active persecution of the
religious orders, recognized that the
terms of the law, giving as it did to
an irresponsible body of lay persons
entirely ount of contrcl of the Bishops
of the wvarious dioceses the right to
manage the churches, was contrary to
the constitution of the Church. Re-
cently he has written from Vi.nna:

ies—all may go.
rise in poverty, in catacombs of the
dead were her early chapels.

sacred deposit of faith will remain un-
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but firmly

and irrevocably,
Possumus."’

The Bishops may

been offered
within their hallowed walls for eentur-
The Church took her

She may
be robbed of all her estates, but the

touched and never can she give to the
State the right to interfere beyond its
proper limit. In this attack wupon
Catholicity and Christianity in all its
forms we may see as in so many of the
mysterious dispensations of God a
blessing, though it be disguised, —
Parish Monthly.

THE TRAGEDY OF A SOUL.

Mouldering away on the wall of the
old monastery in Milan, Italy, hangs
the famouns ** Last Supper’’ of Leon-
ardo da Vinci. Like every master-
piece, the painting required many
years of patient labor, and as a result
of that labor it is perfect in its natural-
ness of expression and sublime in
its story of love. In addition to these
qualities it has an |incident in its his
tory that contributes not a little to-
ward making it the great teacher that
it is.
It is said that the artist, in painting
the faces of his aposties, studied the
countenances of good men whom he
knew. When, however, he was ready
to paint the face of Jesus in the pic-
ture he could fiud none that would
satisfy his conception ; the face that
would serve as a model for the face
of Christ must be dignified in its sim-
plicity and majestic in its sweetness.
After several years of careful search
the painter happened to meet one
Pietro Bandinelli, a choir boy of ex
quisite voice, belonging to the cathe-
dral. Being struck by the beautiful
features and tender manner that be-

in the sight of God, blackened and
hideous ; but if free from sin it is de

lightful and sweet. Beware, then, of
the one real enemy in life—sin, that |
destroye soul and body,—The Monitor.

A GREAT CANADIAN SINGER

The following item from an English |
paper will be read with interest by
Oanadians, Tt has reference to the |
daughter of Mr. C. T. Gibbs, account-
ant of the Senate of Canada. We con |
gratulate Miss Gibbs upon her great |
succese, as also her father, and trust |
she will, e're long, be heard on this
side of the water : |

At aconcert given in London, lingland, re
cently by the pupils of Dr. Liernammer in |
Aeolian ball. among othera speciailly men
tioned, was Mias Lillian Gibbs of Ottawa, who

wae associated with Miss Wadia and Messre.
Bardsley, Bates, Aubrey Willis and Sydney |

Woodward in a performance of the sexieb
from Lucia de Lammermoor, which were
80 effective that it was enthusiastically en
cored. Dr. Lierhammer expresged himself as
being very proud of hie pupil Miss Lillian
Gibbs. and described ber voice as *‘silvery.”
He told her she must work hard ag he meant
her to make a name for herself. The Coantess
of Bective was 8o charmed with tho sextet
that she requesbted it should be given at her
house in the height of the season, Another

authority states that Mies Gibbs is bound to
be a success as her voice is marvellous and
she has guch repose of manner on the glage

A UNIQUE MISSION.

A mission conducted in an unusuval
manner was concluded last Sunday
in the Church of Oar Lady of Lorretto,
an Italain parish in New York Oity,
The method is entirely new in this

successful in interesting the people
and teaching them the truths of relig
ion.

For the evening exercises two pul-
pits are placed facing each other, on
either side of the sanctuary. In one
of these a missionary takes his place
and impersonates one who has fallen

spoke an angelic sounl, the artist in-
duced the boy to be the study for the

** It Is puerile to attribute the Pope's
act to stubbornness or to aseribe it to
the man when the man

as unchangeable as it i8 irresistible
[ vepeat it : The Pope is irreconcilable
heoause of the irreconcilableness of the
dogma."’

The plan of the government was
evidently to separate the Bishops of
France from their head. For a cen-
tury, as has been well pointed out, the
Government of France dealt directly
with the Pope, but when the plotters
wished to eliminate the Pope they
wantonly destroyed the Concordat and
then declared he was an intermeddler
with the domestic affairs of France.
Violating rights recognized as belong-
ing to the diplomatic character even
among the barbarous tribes, they
seized the person of his legate, and
the secret archives cf his office. But
here was the one fatal mistake in
their calculations. The same mistake
has been made before. It is natural
to men who recognize nothing beyond
the hopes and rewards, th® riches and
the ease of this world. They thought
that rather than give their houses and
lands, their cathedrals and abbeys, the
Bishops and clergy—nay, the Pope
himself—would yield but one step, the
one little grain of incense would be
put in the censer of Cwmsar. But there
came from Rome, as there has come so

COastle,—N. Y, Freeman’s Journal,

|

himself is |
dominated and directed by a doetrine |

painting of the face of Jesus,

might serve for the face of the traitor.
Some years passed before his search
was rewarded and the picture finally
completed. As the artist was about
to dismiss the miserable and degraded
wretch who had been his awful choice,
the man loocked up at him and said:
“ You have painted me before.”” Hor-
rifled and dumb with amazement, the
painter learned that the man was
Pietro Bandinelli. Dauring those in-
tervening years Pietro had been at
Rome studying music, had met with
evil companions, had given himself up
to drinking and gambling had fallen
into shameful dissipation and ecrime.
The face that now was the model for
the face of Judas had once been the
model for the face of Christ.

Here is the story of a sinful life—
and alas ! how often has it been re-
peated. The soul that has lost by sin
the innocence and beauty that God

of its own existence. Ivery soul that
is without sin is Christlike; but the
goul that is disfigured with sin is as
hideous as the soul of Judas was.
Just as the expression on a counten

often and will come when the crisis

ance ‘often betrays a hidden life of

All was done most carefully and
reverently, but the picture was as yet
incomplete, for the face of Judas was |
absent. Again the painter, with the
eal of a true lover of his art, set
about in search ol a eountenance that

gives it has in this story the reflection |

R I T R PR — .

| it 18 lost

conntry, but is not unknown in Italy, |
where it has been found to be vory‘»

O

—— e

arrives, until time is no more, gently, | sinful indulgence, so the soul, always MACAULAY'S REMARKABLE TRI.
calmly,
“Non

be expelled from their houses, the stip-
ends of the clergy withdrawn (stipends
grudgingly allowed from the property
of the. Church, stolen in the Revolu
tion of 1793), the grand cathedrals
sanctified by the Holy Sacrifice and
the prayers that have

BUTE T0 THE CHURCH,

There is not, and there never was on
this earth, 8 work of human policy so well
deserving of examination as the Roman
Catholic Church. The history of that
Chureh joins together the two great
ages of huwan civilization. No other
institution is left standing which car-
ries the mind back to the times whemn
the smoke of sacrifice rose from the
Pantheon, and when cameleopards and

| tigers bounded in the Flavian amphi-

theatre. The proudest royal houses
are but of yesterday when compared
with the line of Supreme Pontiffs,
That line we trace back in an unbroken
series from the Pope who ecrowned
Napoleon in the nineteenth century, to
the Pope who crowned Pepin in the
eighth ; and far beyond the time of
Pepin the august dynasty extends till
in the twilight of the fable.
| The Republic of Venice came next in
antiquity. Bat the Republie of Venice
| was modern when compared to the
Papacy ; and the Republie of Venice is
| gone, and the Papacy remains. The
| Papacy remains, not in decay, not a
‘1 mere antique, bat full of life and youth-
| ful vigor. The Catholic Church is atill
| sending forth to the farthest ends of
lthe world missionaries as zealous as
| those who landed in Kent with Augus-
| tine, and still confronting hostile kings
with the same spirit with which she
!oonlwnted Attila., The number of
| her ohildren is groater than in any

1 former age.

Her acqnisitions in the New World
| have more than compensated for what
she has lost in the Old. Her spiritual
agcendancy extends over the vast coun-
| tries which lie between the plaios of
the Missouri and Cape Horn, countries
which, a century hence, may not im-
provably contain a population as large
as that which now inhabits Kurope.
Nor do we see any sign which indicates
that the term of her long dominion is
approaching. She saw the commence-

|
|

away from the true faith, Daring | ment of all the governments and of all
the women's week he takes the part | the ecclesiantical establishments that
of an old woman, and during the men's | now exist in the world : and we feel no
weok he impersonates an old man. He | aseurance that she is not destined to
is willing to listen to the explauation | see the end of them all. She was great
| of the teachings of the Church, but | and respected before the Saxon had set
| still he is ignora combative and | foot Frank had
| eritical.  On the opposite pulpit passed -
nother wissionary, wi EWer (uer wher
| plainly and learnedly the objectior 1
| of the first, explains sl his dificnlties | temples of Mecoca, And sho w
| and shows hin iifference betweer ¢ist in undimiz v Y 1 X
i his way of reasoning and the right way. | traveler from New Zoalard shail, in the
In this way a dialogue is kept np f midst of a vast solitude, take his stan

about two hours each evening, during | on a broken arch of London Brid ¢
which are asked some of the most vital | sketeh the rnins of St, Panl’ -
questions pertaining to salvation. | Macaunlay.
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All Grocers«e-13c.

- BISCUIT for Breakfast ;

YOU MAY *“ THROW PHYSIC TO THE DOGS
WITH

YOU I

KFAST ON
1

{

TRISCUIT for Lunch,
a carton; or, 2 for 28¢.




