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YHE TRUTH ABOUT THE CATHO-
LIC CHURCH.
BY A PROTESTANT THEOLOGIAN,.
COCXXXVIL

On page 24 Mr. Lansing says that the
Pope governs the Church * with abso-
lute authority.”

This statement is not so wild and
worthless as mest of his propositions
concerning the Catnolic Chureh, It is
true, the Pope does govern the Chureh
without being restrained by a repre-
sentative assembly. The plenitude of
legislative, as well as of adminigtrative
jarisdiction, is ve gted in him ; and this
is what we oommonly mean by ** abso-
lute government.'’

“Yet ‘*‘absolute’ and ‘ constitu-
tional '’ are rather vague terms. For
fnstance, William 11, and Kdward VIIL.
are both ** constitutional "' sover. digns.
Yet the nephew's authority grazes the
very horder of absolatiem, while the
uncle’s com »» nowhere near it.

On the other bhand, there have been,
if my memory serves me, *' absolute '
governments in wh ch law was so thor
oughly guarded, and so independently
administered by the judges, and public
opinion so respected by the govereign,
that the rights of the subject were
almost as well recured as they are now
in Great Indeed, in Eogland
itself the despotie Henry VIIL was in

tieitain,

form a * ¢onstitutional ”’ monarch, He
was always carvefnl to obtain parlia
mentary authority for his atrocious

acts, only that the Lords and Commons
never hesitated over a request of his
without a reverent remembrance ol
Tyburn and Tower Hill. And as this
wai a goverument constitutional in
form and despotic in fact, so there may
sometimes be governments absclute in
form and carelully limited in fact.
“"his explains why Pius IX. resented
having it said that his authority was
« absolute.”” He might well judge that
80 carofully regnlated an administra-
tion as the Papal deserved somé more
favorable description.

1a the first place, as our great Pro
testant authority Herzog-Plitt explains,
the Ultramontanes and the Gallicans
have always agreed that, however i
may be with the canon law, the Popn's
authority is strictly limited by the
Divine Law,

To be more precise, the Jesuit Lohm-
kuhl distinguishes (1) the wutural
Divine Law, whether this is so called
as resting on the nature of God, or on
the nature of Man as unchargeably
constituted according to the eternal
purpose of God, and in the image of
God

Fromw law as resting on the nature of
God, the theologians teach, not only
©oan not the Church dispense, but God
Himself can not. Otherwise He would
coatradict His own nature, which isim
possible.

From law, as involved in the nature
of Man, God can not dispense, for
Min's essential constitution, with the
rolations implied in it, expresses God's
unchangeable thought and plan con
earning hin. ** God is not a man, that
He should lie, neither the Son of Man
that e should repent.”” He has made
man for society, for government, for
chastity, for uprightness, for veracity,
for mutual helpfulpess, for et rnal
glory as the frait of virtue and faith,
and He ecan not express His settled will
in man's i and at the same

constl

time express a « yntradictory will con
eorning man's actions. And of conrse
what God Himself ean not be concaived
as doing, He can vot be conceived as
authorizing the Chareh to do.

(2) There is, say Lehmkuhl, the
posili Jas Divioum, not resting on
the nature of God, nor on the essenti |
nature of man, but on the u of God.
This will, ol 1rse, is always wise, bat
the reasons of its action are not always

Divine Law is sub
divided (1) into the positive Jus Div
inum given to the Church with the note
of unchangeahility, (b) into the positive
Jos Divioum given to the Church 1ot
on ha note of unehangeabili
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cordat by the *‘Little Church,” for
more than half a century, was not, at
least to my knowledge, founded on any
appeal to the Four Articles of 1082,

On the other hand the Ultramontanes,
while folly acknowledging that the
Pope is under a general obligation of
pradence and wisdom to snbmit himself
to the Canon Law as a directive rule,
denied that it could ever be to him a
coercive rule, or could ever preclude
him from the right, on grave occasion,
of reverently derogating from this or
that provision of it, hesides that parts
of the Canon Law, might by long dis-
use become obsolete, a point as to
which, I take it, the Gallicans would
not have disagreed with them.

Of eourse this controversy of centur-
ies has now only an historical import
ance In 1870 it was finally decided
than any revocation of a diseiplinary
canon which the Pope judges wise to
make is within his personal competency.

From a canon of Faith, of course, the
Pope can dispense neither himself nor
another, nor the whole Church, either
by his own authority or in eonjonction
wiih the whole Episcopate. Mr. H. C.
Lea is a very able and learned man,
and the Rev. Isaac J. Lan-ing is an in-
conceivably shallow and ignorant man,
yet | am nouv sure that even Lansing
has ever said anything quite so supreme-
ly silly as Mr. Lea, in declaring him-
self ready to allow that although the in-
validity of marriage for a priest is an
article of Faith, ke dses not deny that
an infallible Pope, presiding over an
infalliole Conncil, ean at any time tarn
it into a simple decree ot disciplive,
and that either for the whole Church or
for certain partg of it. Tuarn God's im
mutable Revelation—which alone is the
toundation ot Faith —into mere discip
line, aud that in spots, so thal a man, |
for instance, would be a heretic it he
proposed its abolition in Poland and not
a bit of & heretic if he did the same ip
Pruss.a! [ cou'd not have believed
such an astounding caricature of the
Catholic system possible, by any man
above the level of fatuity, had not my
friend, a Methooist theological profes-
sor, actually copied off Mr. Lua's very
words and sent them to me ! Catholics
will hardly believe their eyes, and 1

coald hardly believe mine. There
you see what is meant by Learned
Sciolism. A man, we see, may be

erammed and running over with knowl
edge of Catholic history and theology,
received, moreover, into an acute and
vigorous mind, yet never have laid hold
of the constitutive principles of the
Catholic system.

Mr. Lea's Jearned sciolism, in a less
important matter, as we re member, has
been pointed out by the Nation, with
all respect for his learning and ability,
In his History of the Inquisition he
treats it as a grievance against the
Catholie Church that, while she used
to summon Christian heretics before
her courts, she always relused to sum-
mon Jews or Saracens, although their
errors were so much greater, for ex-
ample, than those of the Waldenses.
The Nation reminds him, with all
goatleness, that the (Catholic Chureh
has never pretended to authority over
the uubaptized,

It is well to consider next how far
the limitation of the Pope’s authority
by the Jus Divinum restriets his power
within that claimed by temporal gov-
crnments,

CHARLES C. STARBUCK.

a
The
stabborn opposition offered to the Con-

Andove M
B ——
\ AN UNEXPECI'ED FEAST.
EXPERIENCE OF A SISTER OF CHARITY
| Gose m YORK TO HOSTON
l BY STEAMER.

A be ful story is told of a Sister
tu] ‘harit who was returning to
! Boston from New York on a Sound
l‘nl wner recently. As tea time was

vbout to be announced, the colored
waiter approached her and suggested
| that perhaps it would he pleasanter for

her to go to the table before the gen-
oral rush of the passengers. She as
gented and took her place at the table

llm v very simple tea,
|

The waiter left

| her without waitinz for an orde and
| was gone so lo that the Sister won
|« vd what had become of him., At
| last he appeared with a large tray
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FIVE-MIRUTES SERMOR

Fourth Sunday After Epiphany.
THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY.
Bearirg with one another.—Epistle of the Day

No doubt you have often read about
the oasis in the desert : a place of tall,
shady trees, soft, green grass, and a
great spring pouring oub sweet, eold
water. There the hot aud dust cara-
van stops, though it be miles out of the
way ; the heavy burdens are thrown
off, and wen and animals rest and drink
and rest again. For one lovg, burning
day they lie aboat on the grass and
look off from their shady rsfuge over
the yellow, sandy desert. They sleep
and are rested ; and as the cool dews of
evening fall they take a last drink and
creep away on their jrurney, sighing
to think of the long and weary tramp
to the next oasis.

Dear brethren, the oasis in the desert
of this world is the Coristian family.
The father of the family ** shall be like
a tree which is planted near the run-
ning waters. It is indeed but a feeble
word to say that the influence ot a good
facher is like the deep shade of a uoh'e
tree in the heat of summer, His infla
ence it like the grave of God, lodeed,
there is nothing in all this world s0
much like the presence of God as the
nfluence of a Cor stian father, When

the ipstinct of the Christian people
wonld give a name to a good priest
they oslled him father. What is more |

edilyiog th:n the virtue of a good
fathor ¥ In Him are chiefly to be reen |
those manly virtues which are the |
highest form of human excellence :
hearty love, self restraint, open frank
ness joining heart, band, and voi in
one. In him you adwire that steadfast
appplication to religionsy things, that |
vogular use of prayer and of the sacra
ments, that clear knowledze of doctrine
wnd ability to converse about it, that
utter absence of frivolity, thas intellig-
ent practice of good readirg. He is
contented with his lot, and yet labors
with steady, persistent industry. In
prosperity he is modest and fragal. Tn
adversity he is cheerful, a strong wall
for others to' lean against. He loves
home and is fond of his wile. Gladly
will he tend the babes while the mother
ge:s the Suuday Mass, or of a Saturday
evening while sbe goes to refresh her
weary soul with a good confession. The
company of his chiidren is to him a
foretaste of Paradise. He is not sour,
nor is he brutal or harst. He is nouv
above making the children laugh or
joining in their play; to make them
nappy and help them save their souls is
his greatest joy.

Then there is the mother of the
family, whose life is one unbroken
round of acts of affection. The spirit
of sacrifice, the craving to bear others’
burdens, is her spirit. You know how
a good mother watches at the sick bed
the livelong night, passine back and
forth through the dark roows, listening
to every breathing, answering every
sigh with a comforting word, or a cool

sion and Comnunion as if it were te
) u wt., How many have con
y their duties on Saturday, and Sun

Monday have departed for-

'\,'-rtlu\ is self-subjoction to the prin-
ciple of duty, that highest law in the

drink, or a soft caress. Ouly the next
world will reveal to us the loveliness ot
such devoted souls ; here we catch but
a glimpse and sn echo ot it. The ac-
eents, the tones of the voice, the very
gilence, the mauners, the ways of a
| good mother diffuse what Seripture calls
the fragrance of ointments around her
household You know, too,

gaves and pinches to keep off debt, to
i dress the children neatly, to save a
| penny to give them ¢ holi , to save a
\ doliar for hard times or a spell ot sick- |
|

now she

ness. And all this sacrifice is a matter |
of ¢ with her. But the
',.‘! iy ol a mother 13 \Vl‘l' b)\f' nce.
patient motber is the valiant woman of
She is the woman who
anger ; who will ~ufl-r
the impertinence of an unruly child in
forgets as well as for-
gives ; whose admonition or correction
reluctant tribute of a tender
heart to the child's well-heing. Do
you want to know how she is able to do
this? The secret of it is that she finds
time—in the heavy duty of being every-
body's servant—Lto atte Lo re
to belong to the Rosary Soctety and
make her monthly Communion ; to give
alms to the poor from her bard savings
to visit and wateh with sick or afllicted

urse trouest

The
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her

smothers

silence who
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neighbors. It is, in a word, because
she ever gazes in spirit upon that Holy
| Family where Mary was Mother it
| she is able to be a good Christian
‘\l ther
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Give the Children

‘FRUIT-A-TIVES” whenever the
1 -ad aches. the stomach gets upset
or Constipation troubles them,
Little folk may take them every
day in the year without fe
effects It's just like giv
ripe apples, orarges fig
prunes, That's what

70///%,

or Fruit Liver Tablets

are. The f
bined by o

t juices are so com-
r secret process, that
thie medicinal action 1s intensified
many degrees. Nothing like them
to keep the children plump and

rosy —and free of the stomach and
bowel t hood
¢ fqu with grown .i
t folk 50 cents a box. |
' FRUITATIVES, Limited, OTTAWA

A SECOND FATHER MATTHEW

Vary Rev. Father Haye, an Trich
priest, who, as an apostie of temper-
hailed in Great Britain and
freland as a worthy suceessor (o
Father Matthew and Cardinal Mauning,
has started on a tour which, it is said,
will embrace a visit to the United

ance, is

For the past ten years Father Hays
has been engzage d in actively preaching
total abstinence through the British
Isles, and he finds himself, like Father
Matthew, broken down in health, yet
contented because his self sacrifica has
brought so much good to others, Pope
Loy XIII called Father Hayes “‘a true
apostle,’”” and Fias X has bestowed up
on him the Apostolic Benediction and
given him the highest commendation.
He has spoken in almost every town
and city in Ireland, England, Scotland
and Wales

Everywhere he bas been greeted by
large audiences, and has been escorted
from railway stations by processions,
while cheering spectators lined the
streets. Leading men in church and
state have hastened to do him honor,
and to recognize him as a benelactor
f the church and of his fellow-men.
Thousands have, through his influence,
enlisted under the banner of total ab-
stinence, and men of all creeds have
united in the causc,

A FAKE PRAYER AND A FAKE

REMEDY.
ANOTHER EXPOSURE OF AN IMPOSTURE
THAT WILL NOT DOWN.

From the Catholic Universa,

Rev. W. S. Kress, of the Cleveland |
\postolate, his sent us the following |
letter concerning a fake prayer. Sdince
\Mr. Taylor appears to be anxious to do |
sood to himsslt—by dissemivating this l
© prayer " at 10 cents a copy we will

sive hun and his prayer this free ad- | having a

vertisement. Spread the light and thus .
diminish the number of fools :

d 10 your honesity aa s goot Ca

NORTH

There is no other security whici
will so surely provide positive
protection for your family, o«
certain provision for your de
clining years, as a policy of eu

dowment insurance.

North American

Matured endowment polieies hav.
shown excellent profit
Jt will pay you to investigate be-

fore insuring.

results

AAAAAPPRANI PP PP PN IS NN

AMERICAN LIFE

ASSURANCE COMPANY

HOME OFFICE:

L. GOLDMAN, AI.A, F.C.A.

was at Thursday Island, a sick call ar
rived all the way from
shortest distance from the sick per-
son, there was nothing to do but for
oue of them to pack up and take the
next
wcks later,
called at the island,
weunt on the long sick call had wot re-
turned.
ing a steamer to bring him back.
distances are still very familiar to
many of _the
Ouly a few weeks ago,
mons of
miles with onehorse and buggy.”

stat  of
your
Communion must go on with an equal | *

W anaging Director,
R TAVILOR, R.A..

UPTUR

Pain, Danger, or Time From Work by the
DISCOV ERY of an eminent’ i
SHERMAN,
here
rreat Discovery of the Rupture S
)
ers, who write at once, Dr. Rice will send F1
“and a FREE TRIAL of his DISCOVERY.

A

at home WITHO!
WONDERFUL
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A
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Cured,”

TORONTO, ONT.

JOHN L. BLAIKIRE,
President
{ L..B., Sarrataryv,

CAN BE)
CURED

T'oronto Specialist.
Harrow, Essex County, Ontario,
appears, is at 66 years, by the
cialist, Dr. W. 8. Rice, 2} East
Ont. To all Ruptured sufler-
his BOOK, “Can Rupture be
Do not wait, write to-day.

oronto

Bishop Murry, ot Forth, Queens-

land, Austrrlia, recently told tne tol-
lowing iucident, which is worth repe-
t:tion.

Longe t Sick Call Jowney . ‘
'\
|

t ¢:A few montbs ago, when the bishop
Port Darwin,
The priests on the island being the

Darwinwards. Six
De. Murray again
the priest who

Port
when

boat

He was still patiently await-
Long

priests of Queensland.
Father Fitzim-

Rockhampton, covered 340

Be very careful, when you are ina
desolation, not to give up
Communious. Prayer aund holy |

step, without sensible
in pure fidelity.

pleasure, but
God is never so well
served, as when we serve Him, so to
speak, at our own expense, without
perceptible profit immedi
ately.—Lacordairve.
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th nkng you in advance for the favor. we
vV I; sincercly yours,

ura the prayer

and
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The following is the prelace to the

“ prayer.” [t any have a copy, we ad-

vise them to consign it to tue flames,
We referred to this matter over two
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