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established of books which have been printed more 

than twenty years and the present tax on 
knowledge is the least justifiable of almost 
all conceivable taxes. We trust the Gov­
ernment will see its way to make this 
change.

points out, speedy means of transit is neoes 
sary. The United States has one undenia­
ble advantage over us, in the fact that her 
vast population makes her so much larger 
a consumer of fruit, and a trade on one 
side tends to produce an exchange on the 
other. When the trade is equally open to 
all, the country which can buy most West 
India produce will sell most to the West 
Indies. But this is no reason why Canada 
cannot improve its position in this trade,
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It is evident that Mr. Parnell will oppose 
the land purchase contemplated by the' 
Government. In a speech at Nottingham, 
the other day, he is reported to have said 
that, under Home Rule, Ireland would 
become a manufacturing nation and the.

the land would be relieved.

EE SPOOL
“ Rowing io unequstief I* 
inese. The subscribes -m 
•lebrated Hewing Gotten ant SUBOCtimON—rosr TAUT.

$2.00 Pro Via*.
10b. So. 8tw. Pin Vur

- $2.00 U.S. Curmnct.
- 10 Canto

itoge of all trade 
1 attention.

CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS, - 

mrnsH 
AMERICAN
mhsle copies,

iook A Job Printing a Specialty.

How 'to reduce the superabundant 
revenue without much interfering with 
the protective policy is said to be the • 
puzzle of the United States House of Repre­
sentatives Ways and Means Committee. 
There will be no hesitation in making 
redactions in the internal revenue, and ithe [ 
consumers of tobacco may have occasion to 
rejoice over the repeal of the internal tax 
on the smoke-giving plant. The Customs 
tariff will be touched with a lighter hand. 
The election of Mr. Harriaon did not show 
that the manufacturers had lost their . 
influence In the electorate, and it is likely 
to last at least as long in (.'ougrowi as 
in the country. Congress can be manipu­
lated more easily than the electorate. But 
after all there is likely to be some tariff 

It is said that the New England 
manufacturers will press for free coal

pressure on 
“ Irishmen themselves," he said, “ must

w. c.
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promote Irish industries by building 
harbors and reclaiming waste lands, not 
at the expense of the English exchequer, 
but of the Irish exchequer, or beet of all 
through the efforts of local and individual 
enterprise, and with private capital." This 
is an admission that the remedy for Ire­
land’s difficulties is industrial, economical ; 
and thé allegation is that Home Rule is 
wanted to bring about industrial regenera­
tion. No doobt the remedy required is 
industrial, economical ; but in what way 
does the union prevent Irishmen applying 
private capital to making harbors, reclaim­
ing waste lands, or setting up manufac­
tures ? The regeneration of Irish industries 
is not prevented by anything in the exist­
ing laws, yet if it comes not is it not 
largely because much of the energy of the 
nation is frittered away by being directed 
into the political sphere, where it is barren 
of paying reeulte and chiefly fruitful in the 
production of mischief ?
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THE SITUATION.

Henceforth municipal exemptions in On­
tario will take the form of a political issue, 
the leader of the Opposition having declared 
(gainst them, with the exception of the 
mall incomes of workingmen. This brings 
m visibly nearer to the end of ecclesiastical 
exemptions ; how near, it is impossible to 
lay, as it will not occur till a party resolu­
tion takes place, and Mr. Mowat sits pretty 
firmly in his seat. However, one fact is 
plain ; the success of the Oppoeition in this 
province, whenever it takee place, means 
the abolition of exemptions. This is new. 
Till now, neither party would declare 
against exemptions. The example of On­
tario is likely to become contagious, in 
one direction : Manitoba and the North- 
West are sure to walk in the same path, 
and things will not always go on as at pres­
ent, even in Quebec. It seems to be for­
gotten that under the French Government, 
from which Quebec inherits its civil law, 
the clergy in France were heavily taxed 
bef ore Canada came under the Bri- 
tish Dominion. In Ontario, one powerful 
Church will defend the existing exemptions, 
and individuals in other Churches will 
sympathise with its efforts. For all that, 
exemptions are doomed : their disappear­
ance is only a question of time.
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iron
from Canada, but they will be stoutly 
opposed by their Pennsylvania rivals, rein­
forced by the new iron manufacturers of 
Alabama. It will be strange if Pennsyl­
vania, which counts for much in popular - 
elections, with its new backing, does not 

off victorious. For oor part, we
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certainly cannot wish it success, for its 
policy Ol taxing raw materials is vicions, 
and ia'besides, on the whole, a great

1er then now. The territorial dispute between Gre$t 
Britain and Portugal in Africa has been 
aggravated by the action of a subordinate 
Portuguese official in Africa taking upon 
himself to settle it by force. The immedi­
ate result of his action appears to have 
been to induce the belief among the natives 

they were deeerted by the English, 
and to cause them .to give in to the Portu- 
gueee.
last of the busineea, and that it cannot be 
settled by taking snap judgment in a vio­
lent way when the case was on the point 
of going to arbitration.
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LEADS 
B WIRE CO.. Congressman Butterworth has again 

introduced a bill providing for a general 
reciprocity of trade with Canada, which 
according to some accounts is not to be 
regarded with much favor in Congress. 
But predictions of what is going to happen 
must be received with caution. ». Unless aj 
great change has come over the Washing­
ton Legislature within a year, Commercial 
Union with Canada is not likely to be 
received with disfavofiby that body. As a j 
matter of policy it may possibly be deemed ; 
wise not to show too much anxiety on the 
subject when it is uncertain whether 
Canada is prepared to give a favorable 
response to the proposal. Canada rejected, 
through the Dominion Parliament, a pro 
posai of this kind lan^a^ion, and it may 
be deemed impolitic to try to force the 

in this state of Canadian opinion. In
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Steam communication between St. John,
N.B., and.the West Indies is strongly advo­
cated by the Board of Trade of that city.
This has been presented to the
Ottawa Government by Mr. George Rob­
ertson. The proponed communication, he 
contends, will enable Canada to Capture a 
large part of the trade. Ever since the 
independence of the United States, the 
question which of the two countries, Can- 18ftue
ada or the United States, could best supply fact Congress can do nothing at present 
the wants of the West Indies, has been con- y,at wm advance Commercial Union with 
tested under widely varying circumstances. Canada, and a waiting policy may recom 
For a time the United States were cut off meod iteeif to the majority as the tçue one. 
from this trade, with the result that thou congress has already indicated its views ] 
sands of negroes in Jamaica were starved Qn y,* subject, the Parliament of Can- 
to death. This exclusion can never occur ^ ^ replied declining the proposal, 
again, and if it did the. same disastrous —d we ^ well understand the attitude 
results would not follow. Kver since Con- of y,oee Congressmen who think that 
federation we have been talking of cultivât- ^ j, nothing more to be <loae till
ing more extensively the West India trade, y^ opinion on the question of the Canay y
but not much has to far been done. To dian electorate bas been pronounced, 
carry fruit with safety. Mr. Robertson
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1 , y Manitoba through its Government has 
weed the Customs Department 
to admit books 'Kt the Provincial library 
free of duty. But as the Customs Act does 

- not invest the Ottawa authorities with the 
dispensing power, the request could not be 
granted. A much better thing than what 
was asked can be done by a slight altera 
tion of the Customs Act. The example of 
the United States in exempting from duty 
all books that have been published twenty 
years could be followed here with advan- 

gjjd. Linseed Dili fcy i tige. Some years ago, an exemption was 
uik1*' ft a made of books published six years, but it
ntilling ®6i i
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1
was found to work injustice and was repeal- 

i ' *d, Six years is not long enough for book- 
•ellers who pay the duty to clear out their 
stocks, and remission of the duty after that 
date created an unfair discrimination. The 

' twenty years’ date would work no such 
injustice. Libraries are made up largely

I Promptly 
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