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The Midland Electric Company, Limited, of Truro, is 
seeking a charter for the purpose of furnishing light, heat, 
and power in Colchester County. It is the outcome of a 
move on the part of citizens of Truro, who are dissatisfied 
with the present service.

Halifax, N.S., 28 April, 1906,
/ y'
/ « « *

OUR HAL FAX LETTER.

Recent events ; indicate that the people of Halifax are 
beginning to realize the ad inability of taking that piece of 
advice which has been so oi sen tendered to them, namely, to 
depend on.their own exertii os rather than on outside assist
ance for the advancement < f the city. About a year ago it 
was prophesied in this cor espondence, as may be remem
bered, thjat’the withdrawal >f the navy and the army from 
Halifax, although involvit g an immediate loss of con
siderable magnitude, wo Id eventually work out for 
good by teaching the 
of feveoue-production o 
nature.

f
OUR NORTH OF ENGLAND LETTER.

/ A new thing in English commercial life is the System 
Club, which has bëeît formed lately in London. Its founders 
?re heads of very large but dissimilar businesses, who found 

/benefit from sharing experiences when only three or four 
met for exchange of ideas, and who foresaw that a richer 
harvest of suggestion would be reaped from a larger fellow
ship. So, in a quiet way, the club is enlisting leading 
bers of each leading industry and trade and 
membership to one representative of each.

people to seek new sources 
‘ a more virile and helpful 

Whatever is the impelling cause, this is assur
edly being done now- Th ire are a half dozen things of 
considerable importance no iv before the public in this city, 
which jJoint to an entirelj new spifft among the people. 
One of these is the interee shown in technical education,

ti ic Mining Society, and other 
ig and endorsing. < Another is

.4
mem-

itswhich the Board of Trader 
influential bodies are discui si 
■the excursion of merchan s

a monthly
dinner a particular problem is posed, and is discussed with
out too much ceremony.^so that every one may be 
aged to contribute to the common stock. The club 
more American than British to our unaccustomed eyes, but 
as it arose out of a real want, and has already given satis
faction to its priviliged few, the inference is that the club is 
not entirely fantastic. As no guests are admitted and its 
transactions are secret, one cannot say htow much intimacy 
is shown. No doubt the discussions go somewhere near the 
heart of affairs, for it would be difficult to picture some of 
the founders wasting time over the platitudes and rhetoric 
which characterize conventions we read of, that arc held in 
the States.

v
and manufacturers along the 

v^’estern shore of Nova Sco ia On May 7th a large number 
of the

encour-
seemsleading business me 1 

days’ tour along the Halifa: 
order to meet, in a purely |o<f 
ness people of that part of 
made to solicit orders, altlfoiigh it is doubtless hoped and 
expected that orders may c inje of it.

For some time past thi re 
the newspapers and elsewh 
trial Promotion Company n 
industries, and it is now ai 
the Board of Trade, befor 
ment have after full considjt 
It contemplates a capital 
not more than 20 per cert 
shares being of such mod

of the city will make a three 
: nd South-Western Railway, in 

ial and friendly way, the busi
ly country. No attempt will be

has been under discussion in 
re a plan to establish an lnaus- 

this city, to encourage small 
assured thing. The Council of 
v horn it was put for endorse- 

ra lion endorsed it unanimously. 
E i 250,000, subscriptions payable 

each year for five years, the 
ratje denomination as to e<yble 

the small capitalist to participate. Only such industries
shall have received the endorse

ment of the committee of t e cojjnpany. The scheme is 
being put into concrete sha|>e 
ing public shortly. Severa

■k
An interesting stage.has been reached in the conflict 

between the Proprietary Articles’ Trade Association and the 
Co-operative Societies. The former is, of course, a league 
of manufacturers who insist that certain prices shall not be 
cut, and the latter are organizations which give a bonus on 
sales. Either you stop paying bonuses on purchases of 
these goods—say the manufacturers, in effect—or you stop 
selling our brands. So far as the Co-operative Wholesale^ 
Society is concerned the matter involves a turn-over of $100,- 
000, and it is a nice point as to whether the association is 
not forming an illegal conspiracy in restraint of trade. We 
shall know better later.

But the point of the matter is that the co-operatives will 
have very little difficulty in providing passable substitutes 
for any of these brands under marks of their own. In this 
sleepy old country the art of substitution has been carried 
far. I can turn to the advertisements of ’’specialists” who 
announce their willingness to supply cough-mixture to 
match Barker’s, of soft-soap to equal Saunder’s, 
anything to the pattern of anybody else. What they have 
not got ready the specialists will speedily compound, or 
supply a receipt for, after 
analysis. We do

are
' to be aided or established a

! now
itld will be before the invest- 

large subscriptions have already 
been promised, and there a peari, no doubt, fhat the whole 
capital will be secured with >ut difficulty.

The Provincial Govern aent has announced ;thaf it will 
give assistance to the projjpsed Nova Scotia Eastern Rail
way on the same terms as

t I

t di(| to the Halifax and South- 
si/ mije, secured by, a first mort-Western, a loan of $12,000

£age on the road. An Act 
islature to incorporate the

tap lfeen introduced in the Leg- 
Haltfax and Eastçrn^Railway 

Co,” composed of H. A. All n, Afdrew A. Allan, and Charles 
J. Coll, to build this line, fhich is to run from, Dartmouth

faxHto Guysboro’ with a branch 
line at or near New Glasgoi to Country Harbor. 'The 
■pany is capitalized >at $2,0 o.oocj, 
proceeded with at once. V j

or almost
! across the harbor from Ha'

rom
and constructifert will be a day or two for careful 

take these”professors entirely at their 
own valuation, but in these days secrets are ill to keep, and 
there is considerable transference of them.

Dewsbury, in Yorkshire, from whence 
of Canada s imports of woolens

not
The announcement that the Allans and the C. P. R. will 

V divide the contract for thfe nails hereafter has caused great 
satisfaction here, as by proi ding the element of competition 
it is hoped we shall be git :n a more satisfactory service 
than in the past. The wint r serïriçe has been .very unsatis
factory, the mail boats Usual y ta'l|ng from eleven to thirteen 
days from Liverpool to Ha ifax kith the mails. There has 
been no reduction of time duriiig the past twenty-five or 
thirty years, and the new ti binefs, which were expected to 
make such an improvement werej put on only at tfie close 
of the season.

An effort is at last bein JnWdi ^o divert to this Province remains to be
a portion of the stream of mipiUtion from Europe con- worthy of note
stantly passing through to 1 ,c >$st. It seems remarkable * ' The wors oRens.V, * ,
that such an effort was n t tjiidç long ago Mr Keefe ,P 'lon flm^s Provided by employing firms
M. L. A. for Halifax, said ir t.JLse a few days ago that' I T, ’* ‘° *?•*■»* in a disturbing
he thought it would be a g< od idlaj for the Government to wav„ n A. f "montJls aK° “ was discerned that the Rail-
have-the different counties mate up a register of vlcant aye tribinaries t.?..which various of our railroads
lands, and endeavor to indu e »t>me of the immigrants who Wfi » , . .. half-million or so to the bad. But the
no» „ directly We.t thl‘ tÎ° -1 ,h, TU -, ””r,ai"-d - '»« -upemnnuntion fund of
Premier replied that be », rid ntl- the Honte for a small ' |,„ *PI'r,clal>lV four million dol-
appropriation towards such wtjrli. • .. f ,P *he workers will not lose, as the companies

- _ are distinctly solvent, yet the instances

a fair proportion 
come, is in arms against the 

new proposal of the German Government, 
than the application of This is no less

an export tax on rags, equal to sixty 
cents per 112 pounds. Dewsbury is Rag Fair, and its 
buyers scavenge even in Siberia -for the 
woolen goods. Between woolen and 
ference lies,

rag
raw material for 

wool an important dif- 
may detect, 

to draw from, 
can have much effect on English prices 

s^en. The proposal is one, however, that is

a f
.... which the least experienced
Whether, having the rest of the wide world 
the German action
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