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How a Community Spirit was Made to Grow.
IIStLEEISBHEvillages in Ontario would not reveal the name of revinn* r,f County. for the newer agricultural In pre-war times the proceeds were all devoted to com-

this interesting little hamlet. On the man it an ■. “c, ?r °“ prairies. Brandon was still a munity improvement, but now community development
pears as a little round dot just south of Ingersoll anPd j® aTay t(4 tbe west farther still was must share equally with support for the Red Cross,
there is nothing to distinguish it from the h.mdr Jl. Sp.dfd ground for the seed of co-operation. Shipping of which more later.
of other little dots that are to be found on verv qptVlIr”1 }^ose days was.a difficult procedure for the For a number of years there has been a “Young 
self-respecting map of our fair Province. As a h mlet t “ ,Car8 wer® pr?Y*dec] at shipping points and People’s Improvement Society,” fostered originally 
it serves no very important purpose politicallv hut -, , property of the first man who could dump by some of the older people who foresaw safety for
socially it affords worthy inaterialfor the best efforts from^th u-am tb® do°j", Settlers used to load grain the young people in numbers, and, knowing that young 
of a scribe. Although situated in the heart of one bms at,hTea"d haul ,t: to thf 8tation-there to People are bound to get together, sought to bring thii
of the best counties in Ontario, it can offer no in- mirlnio-ht ^°n tbe- brst empty car S|ghted, whether at about under proper auspices. This Society is actively
ducements to large manufacturing establishments and RpvnlHn7f™,7^V , , . interested in the garden festival as a community enter-
in fact, boasts of none except combined creamery Pari,. eptfl g fom this condition of things, one or two prise and through their efforts sufficient money was
and milk product factory which mploys about thirtv npJ f,., ®rS ^rom Oxford County, Ontario, saw the raised to purchase three acres adjoining the school
hands and by so doing, contributes very materially m h,- cage space and initiated what we believe grounds, to be used as a community park. Last year, 
to the support of the residents.' If it is not big enough • ,°^ati?,n 7 t}16 f’r|t co-operative elevator for the first time, the garden party was held on these
to make a big stir in industry, it is just the right size L' tbe West, situated at Boharm, six miles grounds, which have been fitted up with complete
to serve as a nucleus for the upbuilding of a^trontr meJt wh£h ^J3W‘h A f?rerun.ner of a wonderful move- electric wiring and are lighted upon occasion by Hydro­
community spirit and because of this fact and because ®r ® has given rise to one of the greatest electric power.' Previous to last year the community
it has developed just such a community spirit the '°Per^t,'’e enterprise the world has ever also supported a Literary Society to which, in addition
praises of its people, or rather the oirit of its oeonle nnerâtinn r.1 y Project sprang from the germ of co- to the Young People’s Improvement Society, membership

sa met h: i n re to the Br»wnsv,lle dairy district could be secured upon payment of twenty-five cents
g in these pages. g’ arC t0 !n 1866 and fostered for years by a close bond of social annually.

Talking the other day with one of the older residents a - .fe"ows*llP- The old-time milk gatherer, An important part in the community life is played
and a man who is the very essence of the Brownsville rheese f sP,nts who formed the first co-operative by the library, for which a special building has just
spirit, he said: y th® °rownsvil,e cheese factory the one-time school teacher, and the been secured. The Library Boardis chosen annually and

“There is one thing about our people. If oca odge’ eac" played taeir Part ,n the development is representative of the various classes of people in the
the majority once decide in favor of one ■ community so that the books purchased
way of doing a thing, the remainder are ------ -------------------------------------- - - may be read with profit by all. A large ,
always good sports, with the result that WSM - -j* frÊffPmrMÉÜfrF majority of the Board are farmers, who
everybody gets behind it to make it go ^are responsible for placing
All persons have, of course, opinions of _ JjM in? literature and books <
their own and naturally, very naturally science on
we have our kickers—like original sin they
are always with, us—but the spirit of all
our people is the same, the community
spirit is very much alive; if it weren’t we
could not have built up a very good com-
munity library nor conducted very success-
ful garden parties regularly for fifteen
yCa[f — But more of that after a while.

Here seems to be the keynote of this 
community spirit agitation about which 
we have been hearing so much for the 
last few years from the community club 
enthusiasts. It seems after all to be a 
very simple mutter to develop community 
spirit, if all it means is “pulling together.”
J he same thing can often be seen in a 
gravel pit or the harvest field when a 
heavy load is put behind a willing team.
Horses seem to catch on to this community
spirit thing easier than some people; at any
rate they pull together and the load is
lilted Of course some horses balk and
even kick but so do some people, and there is the
rub With horses you can wait patiently or use a
twitch over the ear, but with people it’s more polite
to wait; and nearly always less troublesome.

Most people, like horses, need to be trained to forget 
then- selfishness and pull together and in the Browns­
ville district the people have been in training for a long 
ime Away back in 1866, a long time before some of us 

were born, there used to be a man driving around the vicin- 
°r°wnsvil le in a one-horse wagon, carrying two big 

ilk cans. A little girl drove the horse and the man 
U- u uat eac.h,farm house and filled the cans with milk, 

which he weighed on a common pair of stilliards. He 
yas v.Çry obliging and if the milk was not ' 
he called it was easy to turn in and help 
ie waded. Pretty soon, however, somebody got an 
iiiKimg of the community spirit and the first cheese 
lactory in Ontario having been established in Oxford 

ounty only two years previous, the idea of a factory 
or Brownsville was conceived and bore fruit the follow- 
«W * ,s °H factory was started with a lady cheese- 

maker brought from Utica, New York, and cheese was 
made twice a day. Soon, branches of the Brownsville 
uprP I*® Manufacturing Company sprang up until these 

ere located at Tillsonburg, Culloden, and Bayham.
; \earsJat®r> H. D. Crossley, the famous evangelist,

< ug it school at Culloden and at the same time there 
Orl1" there- a branch of The Independent
anri rl°. Cood Templars, to which everybody belonged 
• ■ w '.j served as a splendid starter for the spirit which 
m'n!\CV1<?unC.e ^ the Present time. Back in the early 

'ties the influence of this social spirit begarr to make

B

m
be sun

I
suitable farm- 

on agricultural 
the shelves of the library. 

The" membership fee for the library is 
fifty cents annually for the first member 
of every family to join and twenty-five 
cents for each additional member. A 
librarian is engaged and the building is 
open two evenings and one forenoon each 
week. Membership to the library is 
sometimes secured by means of a contest 
among members of the Board who work 
in pairs and, each pair taking a certain 
district, they endeavor to secure as many 
memberships as possible. The winning 
pair are then given a dinner by the other 
members of the Board. At the present 
time the new library building is not 
quite paid for, a deficit of four hundred 
and fifty dollars hanging over the heads . ', 
of the Library Board. It is hoped, how- 
ever, that the 1918 garden party will 1 
successful enough to provide this sum, 
in addition to an equal figure for Red 
Cross purposes.

Bro!Tnsvnieœmmein1îb0trliHeSS Whkh characterizes the munity Hall. ThSwafori£iiïlyU an oldChurch,^hkh 
Z n y f • , . , was induced to come to Brownsville and officiate

nlaSlt«;S^f atures of the Brownsville district which in its present capacity for social uplift by working
niovrt«ivp dnaft?rT hfe ?rdlnar>!andlSiîndluat,Veofth5 bees and the sum of two hundred dollars, gathered 
m3Irn k fJ. * p?op,c’ 18 the thn*-roomed by general subscription and entertainments. From the
nf whTrh ^I^Ulb ab°,UK-S,X yea,rs ag2-an ‘lustration foregoing it may be gathered that the people of the 
erertpH at a nri P^nies t*118 artlc*^- ^tiis school was Brownsville community have successfully developed the 

°f 6 t^°“sand dol,ars and» .besides community spirit. Many of the young men are away 
school is m *7 ongma, s.lte’ two acres in size, the now and war-time economies and projects have, for the
Seemom!? mvt 7 ,'Fr’ LTa* OU^ I.1?6 time hew?’ taken the place of much that formerly was
emfln^H Ho! ex7em^ly ^ell lighted and comfortably concerned only with social betterment. Red Cross
w!nte™thlr ZaZ hef g 7^® the chl11 fLrom th* meetings and the Girls’ Knitting Club now overshadow 
™ ! WorcHionCTh! large playrooms toother with all else, and even the garden party has a patriotic aim.
nlit i?8 providing toilet and lavatory To attempt to estimate the value of the work done

’ ■ y h® m,sefy usually attending in this community would be an exceedingly difficult
inclement weather in most rural schools while coils task. It would be difficult in any community where 
of heating pipes under the rows of hooks in the cloak similar efforts have been made; in fact, when one tries 

considerateness rarely met with Special to place a value upon any social improvement it can
t! nrnvirlp!h7L=! 3 mar^ 3de81.!:e only done in sucha way that one gets a sense of the *
to provide the best for both teacher and children, while -real value rather than a definite opinion of its actual 
an abundance of flowers and well-placed shrubs take worth. The “community centre” idea is being given
Careppfh!Tn!ri1h! appeara.nces- encouragement of late years, and there is evidence to

Perhaps the one thing of fundamental importance show that it is being received favorably at least by a 
as regards the financing of community improvements few sections so that it would be foolish indeed to prophesy 
is the annuaI garden party, which for sixteen years has what the future may hold in store for us in this regard,
been held regularly and supported by large crowds and The best evidence of its success will come when farmers
nitrhf nnrl W<> b®!}- th®r® heen j? bad tb?msdves decide that a community spirit is a desirable
thfrhtJTvilè f?m dlstr.,.cts fifteen, twenty, and even thing, and one that can be cultivated and made to grow,
thirty miles distant annually testify to the excellence Most farm families would enjoy a fuller social life! but 
w,th!f 7 prov,ded" No expense is spared in the are, perhaps, at a loss to know just how it can be brought 
ZfnrlrL lZ ' fill T,^® ?xpe"dlture being about one about. Any force or plan which will co-ordinate the vari- 
ment h= v ! Kft ei,doù ^ f°ff 7® eYen,ng s entertain- ous social factors in the community would Be a help in case
ment, backed by the hearty efforts of strong local com- the people themselves desired to put the plan into operation
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The Three-roomed Modem School, Built Six Years Ago. ■
■
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One of the Fine Farm Ham es in the Browns/ille District. 1
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