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COMMODITY MARKETS

Week’s Wl}glesale Review

Dun’s Bulletin says of Montreal trade:

The wheels of commerce have hardly as yet at-
tained full momentum after the holiday quiet, but
general prospects are considered fairly encouraging,
and there has been no decline in the matter of pay-
ments, which, as a whole, may be called satisfactory.

Dry goods travellers are all starting out again, with
somples fully revised, and sorting mail orders are
reported in very fair volume. The cotton mills are
all busily employed, and arc making free deliveries.
With raw cotton quoted up to nearly 33 cents, there
Is no prospects of any easier prices for manufactured
roeods, Juyers of woolen dress goods report great
difficulty in getting supplies, and in view of the fact
thao the British  Government is appropriating 85
peiocent o of all raw wool yarn, cte., Bradford manu-
facturers will not bind themselves in any way as
to deliveries. Fortunately mosi of the numerons
cltothing manufacturing houseg are well stocked, hav-
ing bhought largely ahead, in anticipation of present
conditions. In this line fair spring orders are reported,
tnough hardly up to the average.

o the bhoot and shoe trade there is not ag yet any
1ic table incerease in manufacturing activity, and the
Boather market is comparatively quiet.

In the grocery trade the movement is just a mod-
crate one, as is the usual rule for several wecks after
the New Year. Sugar remains on the same bhasis, one
local refinery quoting on the basis of $8.90 for stand-
ard granulated, and the other two at $8.50, but very
little stock is really available at the latter figures.
Spot stocks of molasses are about exhausted, and
prices for new crop will rule high. Some sales of
fancy Barbadoes have been reported at 75 cents, laid
down cosl, bul plantery are now reported as holding
back quotations, and crop estilnates range under
50,000 puncheons. Tapioca is scarce. and some ad-
vance is reported in rice. (Canned goods are held
very firmly, and shipments of corn and tomatoes,
bought in the Baltimore district, have been taken
over, in transii, by the American (iovernment. The
floui-market is very active. Hogs show an advanc-
in; tendency, and cured meats are very firm in con-
sequence.  Owing to the pronounced cold spell, new
laid egps are in light supply, and stored goods are
held at firmer figures,

Seven distriet failures are reported for the week,
with liabilities of about $95,000. I“or the week pre-
ceding only three minor failures were reported., with
liabilities of about §$9,000.

Bradstreet’s Montreal Weckly Trade Report says:

The first report since the year opened, finds the
purchasing price of the dollars at a new low level,
it being figured thag the dollar will now only pur-
chase between forty and fifty cents worth as coms-
pared with normal years,

Trade conditions generally are very optimistic, the
hizh prices realized on country product makes pros-
perity unavoidable.  The shortage of railway facili-
ties to move the coagested condition of freight, is to
be considerably relieved by the action of the Canadian
railway war board in cutlting down a large number of
passenger trains.

At the live stock market the offerings of cattle,
sheep, lambs and hogs were very limited, and as a
consequence, prices on all live stock scored an ad-
vance. The butter market was stronger at an ad-
vance of one cent per pound on fancy grades.

The live stock branch of the Canadian Govern-
ment is negotiating for the importation of a quan-
tity of corn from the United States for feeding pur-
poses.

The January cheap sales in the retail stores are
attracting a large number of buyers, who are report-
ed to be purchasing freely. Remittances are very
good. City collections seem to be improving.

-

- COUNTRY PRODUCE.

BUTTER. !

T'he receipts of butter for the week ending Jan-
uary 12th, 1918, were 2,670 packages, which show
an increase of 1,737 packages with the previous week,
and an increase of 1,469 packages with the same
week last year, while the total receipts since May

1 to date show a decrease of 146,229 packages, as com-
pared with the corresponding period a year ago. The
demand for butter, both for home consumption and

for shipments to outside points, which showed a de-
cided improvement, last week, led to an advance of
lc per 1b. for all grades of creamery butter. The
market was active and a fair amount of business
was done. On Friday at St. Hyacinthe several lots
of winter made creamery, amounting to about 150
packages, were bought at 4i1c¢c per Ib. The trade
in oleomargarine during the week has also been fairly
active, there being a good steady demand for fair-
sized lots at prices ranging from 30¢ to 32c¢ per lb,
as to quality.
We quote wholesale prices as follows:

Finest Sept. and Oct. creamery .. .. 0.45% 0.46
Ifine Sept. and Oct. creamery .. .. 0.441% 0.45
Current receipts, creamery.. ., .. 0.43% 0.44
Binest Qasry we sv v 6o, 53 we a5 w8 ws 036 0.37

CHEESE.

The receipts of cheese for the week ending Jan-
uary 12th, 1918, were 1,607 boxes, which show an
increase of 156 hoxes, as compared with the previous
week, and an increase of 705 boxes with the same
week last year, while the total receipts since May
to date show a decrease of 393,600 boxes, as compared
with the corresponding ;;m‘iod in 1916-17. The re-
ceipts of cheese for the week were larger than for the
previous week, and the bulk if not all were sold for
20c per 1b,

The Commission is paying the following prices:
NGO, L CHEeSe viui vo wwiion v 5¢ o ww s we sie o5 OLILC
NO. 2 Cheese ... v wv ov s o5 s wi oo e we ss  SLE
No. 3 cheese .. oo sw o5 ws 50 55 w6 o5 o8 o9 55 20%0

EGGS.

The receipts for the week ending January 12fh,
1918, were 1,232 cases, as compared with 868 for the
previous week, and 456 for the same week last year.
The total receipts since May 1st, 1917, to date, were
302,507 cases, as against 627,188 for the correspond-
ing period last year. The United States markets for
storage eggs continue very strong and in Chicago
prices advanced to 41% per dozen for extras and
40% for April firsts. This led to the development
of a very strong tone in the Montreal market for
storage eggs and on Friday prices scored an increase
lec per dozen for storage eggs. Supplies of fresh
gathered eggs coming forward are small,

We quote current prices as follows:

Strictly new laid eggs . 0.65 0.70
resh, €BES o o5 55 ¢3 55 s8¢ o wme ws 0:54 0.55
WAll TEOSH 6288 5 wa 75 .5 %% 35 i 0.50 0.52
Selected cold storage .. . v v v h e 0.48
No. 1 cold storage ... ... ... 0.44
No. 2 cold storage.. «e. v ver. oo 0.40 0.41

POULTRY.
The tone of the dressed poultry market has been
firm owing to the small supplies coming forwaid
and prices have been maintained.

We quote prices as follows:

Turkeys;, Der 1bi: i3 24 35 @ 5% wn s 0,34 0.35
Chickens, per Ib, .. «» vo v4 «v «. .. 0.22 0.27
Fowl. per Ib. 0.19 0.23
Ducks, per 1b. .. .. 0.26 0.27
Geeger. per b, c. v ve wr v owse s e Dl 0.23
Live chickens, per 1b. .. .. «¢ 4+ o. 0.18 0.25

Live ducks, per Ib. «. .. v «v o0 oo 0.24 0.25
Live geese, per 1b. .. .+ v ¢ «. o 0.20 0.21

POTATOES.

Potatoes have been coming forward in very limited
supplies due to the extreme cold weather and as the
demand has been good a very firm feeling has de-
veloped. The trade has been active, with sales of
Green Mountains in a wholesale jobbing way at $2.25,
Ontario white stock at $2.15, and reds at $2.05 per
bag of 80 lbs., ex-store,

MILLFEED.

The car shortage and the continued cold weathar
which causes a difficulty in getting supplies from
the West, are resSonsible for the scarcity of millfeed
supplies of all kinds. Buyers are urgent in their
demands, and the tone of the market very firm.

ROLLED OATS.

The undertone of the market for rolled oats is
very firm, although no changes in price have taken
place. The market is active, with a steady demand
for small lots for local and ceuntry acceunt.

ONIONS.
Spanish, in large cases, about 140 lbs. per case 5.00
Red Onions in bags 75 1lbs, per bag .. es oo 2.75

VEGETABLES.
Cukes, per dozen .. .. v... +o se0e 2.25 to 2.75
Sweet Potatoes, per basket ., .o .. .. .. 4.00
Tomatoes, Hot House, per lb. .. .. .. +... 0.50
Mushrooms, 4 1bs. to basket, per basket .... 4.00
Lettuce, Boston cabbage heads, per dozen .. 1.25

LOCAL FILOUR.

The local flour market showed no change last
week. There was a good demand for spl:ing wheat
grades from buyers in Quebec, and orders for mixed
lots of flour and feed for prompt dedivery, and for
shipment within 30 days poured in, but the millers
in some cases were unable to fill orders because of
a scarcity of feed caused by the difficulty of getting
shipments forward from the mills in the West. A
stronger feeling prevailed in the winter wheat flour,
due to the light stocks held on spot, and the con-
tinued small offerings from Ontario millers. Prices
advanced 2%c. to 5c. per bag in the middle of the
weelk. '

We quote current prices as follows:

Flour: per barrel,
First patents .., wus www wew sos iss  wwss 11.60
Second patents ... 11.10
Strong clears svs wus s sssd esm  sess 10400

Cereals:

Rolled oats, 90 1b. ba8 . v e+ vo o6 o0 eses 5.30
Feed: per ton.
Bran sss aon smi oms we @i wms ses  eons 36.00
ShOrtS c.i vee ven ser vee wer wve aes 40.00

ses eer +.. 48.00 50.00
cer oo, 61.00 63.00
ees ov. D600  58.00

Middlings.. ... ... ...
Moullie, pure grain grades ...
Moullie, mixed ... sos e

LOCAL GRAIN,

The Canadian option market for oats displayed
considerable activity last week, and prices for May
options fluctuated 3c. per bushel, the highest figure
for the week being 86%c., and the lowest 83%c., the
market closing strong within a fraction of the high-
est point. TLocal trade was fairly active, and a
good volume of business was done. The. strong
condition of the Canadian oat situation is due to
some extent to the fact that large supplies are be-
ing shipped to the U. S, also to the good demand
from the Canadian CGovernment for seed oats, which
has led to some large purchases being made.

The spot market closed strong, with car lots of
No. 1 feed oats quoted at 92%ec. to 93c., No. 2 white
at 90%ec., No. 3 at 89%c., and No. 4 at 88l%c. per
bushel ex-store. There is a good enquiry.for Ameri-
can corn, and sales of several cars at $1.72 to $1.75
per bushel ex-track.

Fluctuations in grain on Saturday at Winnipeg
were:—

Oats: per bushel.
WO 2 € We siin aons aiviee 5550 wtmm mans 0.89%

Do, No. 3 C. W. ....... G oo DO RGen . 0.81%
Do., Extra No. 1 feed .. .. .. ¢+ o2 .. .. 0.815
Do, NO. 2 feed ...e voee vevees ovneee 0.71T%
Barley:
No. 8 C. W, .owe ssos ssss @ .44
Noi 4 € Wi sose wwnw ow soi sses wew sass 1:39
Rejected and Feed .:;s ov ssivss wsss sass 1.30
Flax:
No: 1, NaWCi wiios sid a5 ®iis e abiem 8 omm woss  Sv2534
NOs 2 G W 5505 sl 55ae Gitme S5es we osns Su224
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RECEIPTS OF BUTTER AND CHEESE.

The following table shows the receipts of butter,
and cheese in Montreal for the week ending January
12th, 1918, with comparisons: ’

Butter, Cheese,
pkgs. boxes.

Week ending Jan. 12, 1918 ... ... 2,570 1,607
Week ending Jan. 5, 1918 ...... 833 1,451
Week ending January 13, 1917 .. .. 1,101 902

Total receipts May 1, 1217, to
Jan. 12, 1918 PR
Total receipts May 1, 1916, to
Jan. 13, 1917 ... «es eor oer +0.494,028 - 2,217,451

.. +..347,799 1,824,851
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