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Tw ;\‘wi had me to the parsonage- | transform her beloved child into a child of |mental and ]»I..\~i‘:\| reaction. s im-
home of the Professor before the advent of | God ‘I'f' ssible, sensitive nature the transition
Ernest—girls, who now growing rapidly from the pinnacle of joyous excitement was
nto tall young maidens, already gave CHAPTER 1. —THE FIRST STEF always an easy one to a corresponding de-

promise of the great talents which placed
one among the noble army of painters and
gave the other the place of a rising literary
tar, until the light of the star was quenched
in the raging waters at the loss of the ill

fated } du Havre.  But it is not modern
German fashion highly to appreciate the
intellectual developments of women, and
the father's pride as well as the mother'’s

love jwere centred in the boy who had come

3 n st sister
s future, man-like, his father dreamed

and, woman-like, the mother prayed.
Meantime the boy was rejoicing in his
new surrounding I'he college ground
afforded more ample scope for ranging than
the poor little parsonage yard had
giver I'he fairy shalloy
lway ady foratw
river, were a
ny delight ; while t}
t, ha e little
! | ands from the students wi
we them from self-inter r sheer goo
I and from gushing young ladies and
motherly elder ones, might easily have
*turned heads older and better ballasted than
his
Ernest Adler was ore of tl niture
intended to shine, His German pedigre
showed itself in nothing but a spleudid
well-balanced  physique.  For rest he

was as thorough an American as any boy at
Harton. The sensitive susceptibility of his
nature to every influence from without |

exhibited itself in a transparency which

llege towns are not pro- | brought every good and brilliant thing to |scandal about the college paragon,
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t irface and made the child a perpetual| The above conversation was the first
f amusement and entertainment to | breath, but a general respiration of the whole
all by whom he was surround town followed, for not only is one person's
Little En yon became the pet of the |business the business of everybody in a small
» eoteries, which are so great a | place, but the slightest flaw upon a shini
um th fe of a colleg . town, Do mark is sure to rivet the gaze of ev
¢ your little boy, Mre, Adler,” the holder. Other young men might be
! would say in giving their invitations (and “fast”’; college scandals might arfs
v the stately lege ten-parties ; “he is [ with the usnal frequency ; hazing might be
a darling, behave like alittlegentle- | pushed to the limits of cruelty ; the respect
man, cunning recitations quite 'due to the culty ignored by practical
hreak onotony of an evening,” Jukes, and ¢ raver nature, com-
Il plenty of room for your | witted by . In these constantly-
the girls would say to|recurring cases girls would simper and whis-
I t's sisters when planning 1 ( per some nonsense about “men of ~yll\l‘ ¥
v ; “his singing on 1) Ider people would vent their charity
A in the thaeadl platitudes of “sowing
Crowd in the little fellow somewhere,” | wild oats,” and “boys will be hoys,” But
ud the young men in arranging for a|with a professor’s son it was very different
raw-rid “Whoever stays at home, he |How could a man be expected to govern
t not ; he makes more fun than all the | the sons of other people when he could not
t of the party.” govern his own 7 What an example to be
I'he versatility of the child as the year ge ; what an influence 1
passed on made it very difficult to predicats e from a minister’s family ! Then, |
what line he would distinguish himself y who had been set upso far above
He a poet, musician, or orator. ple, there is sure to be something
| r was in these earlier vears his|wrong inside when the outside is so ex-
favorite development, and that which, while [ceptionally fair. What was the Professor
it made him the idol of Harton society and [thinking about 7 What was the mother
filled the hearts of his father and sisters |doing that the boy’s associates and habits

1sed that of his| were not better looked to 7 ete., ete.
fear of the Thus ran the gossip of the social world of

eand her hope | Harton, which quite enjoyed its new sensa-

with pardonable pride, «
etween her

hat her deep longing to see her sor tion, gh, of course, in a deprecating
lm i be realized kind of way. Strangely enough it never
ja first ten years of Ernest’ 1ed to come into the heads or hearts of
f mshine and flowers, flattery | the good people to treat the boy's first fall
| e, and, withal, a sound educatior h grave pity, to talk Kindly with him !
. As soon as he knew and warn him of the precipice on whose |
! te wvent regularly to the eol- | verge he was treading, or to_point cut the
lege grammar-school, where h rickness | many examples of those who had fallen
1 docility won the hearts of all | eache from it lge to rise no more
who augured, and pleased his father with|  For it was g Tenee, in this line at
their guries, the most brilliant college least, and the s d humiliation of it
1ecess were crushing own with as
For he leamed Professor—grati-  degradation al ater than he
fied at peperfeet recitation reports, [bear. How it had happened he hardly
and at the glowing verdict of knew. Elate in his recent elevation to the
ciety—buried himself more and more in | Freshman class at the early age of fifteen,
hiselass d and metaphysical studies, and | he had enjoyed his New Year's calls hugely,
never inquired how his boy spent the many | goin m house to house and drinking in
Jeisure hours which hns quickness of acquisi- | the flattery which his talents and education-
tion left at his dis ; nor wl il s won him from fair lips, drinking
mpanions whose seed-sowing 11 |also, alas ! s0 much of the ruby and amber
u bis future life n in which healths are wont to be |
times, s the years sped by, tl runk on tl festive oceasions, that when
m 's watchful eye detected symptoms  he, at a lat ir, made Lis last call upon
t d her with temporary alarm ; but | Miss Charity, could scarcely stand, and
the boy's frank, open denial, his ready way |gave vent to some very unintelligible non-
f acconnting for any suspicious circum as his New Year's eeting.  His
a awd his enthusiastic defence of his| mother had retired when he reached home,
ny friends, always lulled her suspicions |exhausted with the fatigues of the long day
it her one great prayer was not vet of entertaiuing, for every one in the town
h s wife and [

she knew also that
“the wind Bloweth where it listeth,” and
that she must wait in patient faith for that
mighty breath of the Spirit which should

he knew, but had ealled upon the Profe
daughters, so he reached bis bed undetected
by the home circle, to fall heavily asleep,

and wake to all the shame and misery of

granted

“ Are you quite sure 1" pression, and in the present instance the
ant Charity said she saw it with her |depth of self-humiliation in the fall was
n eyes,” i '!-xn)mlllunl--l to the height from which he
“Bat Aunt Charity’s name does not ex- [had fallen.  He hoped that no one but Miss
actly coincide with her nature always; she | Charity had seen him, and that perhaps her
amewhat apt to look at the worst side of |charity would be sufficient to induce her to
things, and ~Sn' has never quite forgiven keep her knowledge to herself : for had she
Professor Adler for being the means of notalways treated him with the most flatter-
rusticating her favorite nephew, Fred., 1ing consideration 7 But he was not sure,
have heard her say that people had better and if the story should get abroad, he felt as
| though he never could lift up his head in

look nearer home before they were hard on
folks' children, and that everybody | Harton again, He wished his mother kuew, l
ot a saint who was sly enough to|that he could go and lean hts aching haad i
" on her shoulder, and, as heretofore, in all 4

at’s all

true ; but Aunt Charity,  his boyish troubles, claim her sympathy and

though she is prejudiced, is not a liar, and |consolation. But he could not summon

positively assured me that she saw courage to tell her. To a sensitive nature

t Adler, if not exactly intoxicated, | the sense of personal defilement, especially

very far on the way to it w Year's | when first experienced, builds an impal able

night,” but impassable barrier between it .’m.' the

“1 will not believe it,” said the second !pure beings it has been accustomean to

lady, motherly and forgiving in her nature, | teverence and confide in.  And the

I have watched Ermest since he was a revelation came from outside, and one day

mere baby, and he has always been just|Ernest found himself ealled to his father's
wh have liked my boy to be, had |study to meet *hat upright man in a high ‘

t n the good pleasure” of his far | state of righteous indignation,

wiser Father to let him grow up in the |

“What’s this I hear about my only sop |
ving disgraced himself and his” family by |
. stting drunk 1" said the Professor, sternly.
“¢ None <o blind asthose that won't see,’ Of course 1 did not believe the report, but
quoted the other speaker, quite innocent as| T want to know who are the companions
to the extent of her own wilful blindness|you have chosen, association with whom
concerning the notorious aberrations of her | has thus prejudiced the public mind against

Heavenly sch
tion and no sin

)l where there is no tempta- |}

{own only son, and not suspecting that a long, | you 7"

smouldering jealousy added greatly to her E “It wasn't any of the boys’ fault,” said
readiness to believe the fisst breath of | Ernest, too noble to let the reputation of
any one suffer on account of his sin, ' |

“Not
that it i
me  beli
brought
under tl
ent of
Christia
culture
genius, |
blackgu
scorn in
word ;
alie.,”

“ But
bravely
“Is th
he wou
wrathfi

.v\ ve
sor beel
pride h
spot, al
ull for
only s
1\"\["’. 1
boy, ab
out of

“Do
to inte
logue.

“No
shall ta
dare to
that &
would

And
tion a
sels mi
his fat
might.
called

roces

arder
himsel
nothin
ing me
himsel
all the
and s
callad
the di
excite

times
irank
immer
must

was L
the sn
the ea
river

as wh

not in
culine
enthu
mour
own «
The
est an
retur
unct
fauo
vario
at wh
enter
En
mten
grace
of s
quite
pleast
ning
inhal
youn
their
quite
Wi
when
impo
farth
the 1
rant
fathe
usti
beai
peric
thor
be n

WY,
done
mets
tion
stud
wini
as a



