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(Deut. xx. 8). The same passage (vs. 5-7) teaches 
us that those who were fearful and afraid, were 
those who had something to lose. A servant of God 
is full of courage for his work, when he has noth­
ing to lose here, because the excellency of Christ 
has made him despise what the world values. 
Alas ! what numbers of fearful there are in our 
days, even as formerly, when : u there returned of 
the people twenty and two thousand, and there 
remained ten thousand.** God wants undivided 
hearts for the accomplishment of His work ; hearts 
that have nothing to lose, that are afraid of noth­
ing, and who cannot exert a baneful influence over 
those who have gone out to the war unentangled 
with the affairs of this life. The twenty-two thou­
sand came in for the spoil, but were unequal to the 
effort required to get it. Those that are fearful 
will profit by the testimony, but have not the 
qualification necessary to maintain it.

We come now to a third characteristic of the 
witnesses. God tested them in order to bring out 
if they realized that all is loss for those who would 
win the battle. “ He brought down the people unto 
the water.” Will they bow down upon their knees 
to drink, or lap of the water with their tongues, 
as a dog lappeth ? Some seek their ease, and 
enjoy to the full those blessings which Providence 
has placed in their path ; others, having as their 
sole aim to gain the victory, do not allow them­
selves to be diverted from their object, but, tasting 
the water by the way, only find therein what in-
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