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that his whole tribe bore the imprint of it. In the 
early days of the church it was not so, when all 
were of one heart and soul, and advanced with 
oneness of faith towards the goal. The coming 
to the front of individual faith is manifested far 
more distinctly in the course of the history of the 
judges raised up to deliver Israel ; we see it, too, 
in the revivals which God works in our days ; and 
while it is encouraging for the individual, it is 
humbling for the rest. What an honour for Caleb, 
that Judah should have gained the victory ! O11
the other hand, let us not forget that each one of 
us may help to imprint weakness on the people of 
God as a whole. God grant that the church, 
though unfaithful, may have many Calebs in her 
midst to-day.

There is further encouragement to be gathered 
from the history of this man of God. Individual 
faithfulness, even in the most corrupt days of the 
church, arouses and stimulates spiritual energy in 
others. Othniel, seeing Caleb’s faith, is stirred 
up to act likewise. He serves his first campaign 
under him, and acquires for himself a good degree, 
for he becomes the first judge in Israel. But he is 
not satisfied with belonging to Caleb’s family ; he 
fights for the enjoyment of a new relationship, 
that of the bridegroom with the bride, and he gets 
Achseh to wife. Joshua xv. relates the fact in the 
same terms, for individual faith enjoys the same 
privileges as fully in a time of declension as in the 
brightest day of the church’s history. The church
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