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that it did not validate the defendants’ policy because the
Perth poliey expired before May 9, 188, when the mort-
gagor renewed defendants’ policy. Held, that the action
was well brought by plaintifis; the policy was by deed
poll, and any one nawed or designated in it with whom a
covenaut was thereby made could sue upon it; the stipula-
tion that the loss should be payable to the plaintiffs was
a covenant on the part of the defendants to pay to the
plaintiffs, and it was not against this view that the defen-
dants covenanted to pay or make good to the insured such
loss.  Mitchell v. City of London Assurance Co, 15 A, K.
262, governs this case. As to the non-communication of
the fact of the prior insurance. Held, that the renewal of
the policy sued on was a new contract upon the terms and
conditions of that policy (R. 8. 0. ch. 203, see. 167), and
was entered into without any application such as was
wade for the former contract being required to be made,
and if any effect was to be given to the old application as
applied to the new contract, it must be treated as practi-
caliy a new application for the new contract made at the
date of the new contract, and being so treated the defen-
dants' contention failed. The contention that the policy
wae cancelled also failed, for Annett never agreed (o ter-
minste the insurance, nor did he authorize any one to
agree for him. Nor was there any change materfal to the
risk within the third statutory condition, and if there was
the plaintiffs were protected against it by the provisions
of the mortgage clause. Appeal allowed with costs here
and below. The plaiutiffs to have judgment only to the
eatent of the amount due upon their mortgage. Ayles-
worth, K.C.. and Bayly, K.C.. for appellants. Riddell,
K.C., for defendants.
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TORONTO LETTER,

A Much-Lamented Death—The Toronto Exhibition Build-
ings as a Fire Risk—Re-valuation and Re-inspection—
Progress of and Some Remarks on Specific Rating in
Ontario Towns,

Dear Editor,—Whilst the Quarterly meeting of the €. 1.
U, A. was in session in Toronto, on the morning of the 13th
instant, a wire message was received from Montreal com-
municating the sad news of the death of Mr. Thomas
Davidson, managing director of the North British and Mer-
cantile Insurance Company. Although perhaps not an un-
expected event to the Montreal members, fellow-citizens of
the deceased. the news received was somewhat of a shock
to Toronto men, to whom Mr. Davidson was well known,
and who looked upon him as one of the most prominent
figures in the Canadian Fire Underwriters’ Assoclation.
To him, and a few others of like mind and ability, among
the seniors in Canadian Fire Underwriting circles, this
Association owes its inception, its main support, and 1
may say much of its success, and whilst not desiring for
a moment to undervalue the abilities and energies of the
other and junior members of the C.F. U, A, it Is never-
theless a fact that the counsels and forceful personality of
Mr. Davidson will be greatly missed. should any crises of
moment arise in the future of the Association which has
done and is doing 8o much for Fire Underwriting in Can-
ada. Sympathetically the meeting at once adjourned to
re-assemble in the afternoon, when a resolution of condol-
ence with the family of the dead member was carried by a
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standing vote of those present. Many foi nds and mem
bers from Toronto aitended the faneral e Montreal,

As the years slip past, and it hocomies owr sad duty to
note the dropping out of business Hie and business activ-
ities, one by one, our friends and fellow-workers, all more
or less endeared to us by associations of one kind and an-

other, we are ever reminded of our mortality and lifes
changes. and of the steady though silent progress towards
the final destiny awaiting cach ol us

On the 15th inst. o meeting of companies nterested in
the City of Toronto Schedale Insurauce was herd, to con-
sider a report upon the value of the Toronto Exhibition
Buildings made by Mr. William Power. The report show-
ed that some of the buildings were over-insured and others
largely under-insured.  As cither position is distasteful to
the Insurance Companics, it was decided that an endeavour
be made by the officers of the Torouto Board to have some
arrangement made with the city, by which all buildings be
covered to the extent of o por cont. of thewr value, as fixed
by Mr. Power. A recent five al the BExhibition grounds, by
which some minor buildines were destroyed, has, 1 think,
been the cause of this none-too-carly action. The Toronto
Exhib.tion buildings, as they calet to-day, cannot be pluced
in the catalogue of aesirable risks tncorporated  and
biended with the other civie properties inoa general sche-
dule, they barely pass mster Scarcely a year goes by
without some small fire starting up, on or aboat these pre-
mises, and once out of control or favoured by i winstances,
such a beginning might cause heavy loss to the Under-
wiiters,

I have been favoured with a sight of some of the work
now in hand and being exceuted for the CoFO U A In this
Province by the four genticinen who, in the ficld, inspect
and rate, under the superyision of a Commitiee, the A, B.
¢, and D. towns, in connection with the printing and dis-
tributing of the Specilie Tariits The work, in its nature,
implies a great mass of detadl, and ealls for care and skill
on the part of the experts having it in charge. It might
at a first glance seem to be just a matter ol routine proce-
dure, and that with a tarift in hand and a Goad Map to refor
to, the operator had ouly to cobine it Higently these two
factors to reach a resulting satisfaciory rate. The pains-
taking course adopted by the rating oilicers involvis a
thorough internal exploration ol ead b risk, combined with
an external survey which is two fold, tirst, as to the na-
ture of the Individual risk; second, as to its exposure o
neighbours.  Of couise, the Goad Plans ure the gulding
lines, the basis upon which all surveys wre  founded, but
over and beyond the information these supply. there are
many items and points and small matters that only the
trained eye of an expert insurance surveyol would note and
Often these minor watters, under

properly investigate
certain circumstances, becoine of major importance, deter-
mining as they may do, just whether ailire oce urring would
involve a light or heavy loss,  As our goou workmen pro-
gress in this rating and surveying they are ever galning
additional knowledge and experience which renders their
subsequent work more poriect and valuable, This work,
as a whole, 1s a good work, and although taken up ind pald
for by the Assoclation solely lu its own interest and for its
advantage and profit, cannot fall of being at the same time
@ great bencfit to all property owners in the localities vi-
sited. The rating otlicors readily  point out to
them what they must do in the way of improvements to
Scing that this expert adviee and

always

secure the best rate
suggestion costs the owners nothing the public hould ap-
preciate it 1 am told that many lmproveents in risks
and their surroundings have already been effected through
the ageney of the Rating officers It Is pueasant to hear
that wherever the labours of the officers have tuken them,
they have met with every courtesy on the part of occupantd
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