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All contributions intended for insertion in
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The publication of THE CHURCH OBSERVER
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OUR PLATFORX. BRITISH SY:%'SOHOOL,
This term is peculiar and American, but not DAMASCUS.

perhaps the less expressive for both characteris-
tics. “Our platform” simply means a statement
of our principles made before the public for the
benefit of our friends and those who may see fit
to act with/us; and last, though not least, for
those who, either through ignorance or ill-will,
misrepresont our views and sentiments on all
Mnatters relating to religion. And we would now,
once for all, etate as clearly as we can the posi-
tion which the Onuron Osssrver wishes to hold
amongst the religious papers of the day.
1st. We claim to be » sound *church” ;
We desire to send intb the families w] )
port us, a paper that will not only instruct a:
amuse, but that will aid materially in extend-
ing and propagating unmistakeable *church”
principles. We claim to belong to & branch of
God's divinely-instituted church. 'We claim for
our three-fold order of ministry divine appoint-
ment; afd we clam, as theﬁ‘blpfourehﬂdm.
distinctiye teaching on these important matters.
We havé not the slightest intention of casting
stones at those who differ with us on these sub-
jects, while claiming the same privileges for
themselves; but we do claim the right ¢f mak-
ing the clearest distinction between those doec-
trines of grace, which to a gngiﬂmt are
our common , and those Jprinciples of
organization‘and government on’ which it is
plain we cannot possibly agree. As far as the
latter are concerped, we desire our children
should be instructed from a Church of England
stand-point, and that in tones so clear, conser-
vative and decisive, a8 t0 aid in enabling them
hereafter to fill (with hdhor to the church) our
places when we are dead and gone,
ond. We claim to be a sound ProresTant
paper. We use the'word in'the plainest sense.
Protestant as opposed to Popery and its some-
what deformed child “Ritualism.” We desire
to extend those views for which our futhers died,
and with which we earae.tly believe the ‘‘truth
as it is in Jesus” is 8o intimately connected, that
to allow them to be clouded is to darken that
narrow road which leadeth unto life eternal.
We do not wish to be personal or needlessly
offensive,—neither do we wish to seek out con-
t-oversy for mere controversy’s sake; but we are

-« determined to be plain and outspoken against

those who, calling théemselves Anglican clexgy-
men, who eat of the chiurch’s bread and dtink of
the church’s cup, yet strive to turn our Anglican
churches into Popish mass meetings,—our Pro.
testant laity into enemies of that church in which
they were baptized. \We make no apology for
writing thus plainly, when in our city auricular
confe:sion, and priestly ahsolution are boldly
preached{ and, we suppose, put in practice.
When it comes to that, silence would be & sin,
and we will not be silent.

3rd. We claim to be an Zvangelical paper.
We need not define the term further than by
“ym!r that we will maintain ¢nd propagate
those doctrines which present Christ's personal
atonement, once offered as the only source of a
sinner's salvation, and faith in that atonement as
the means whereby the sinner must be saved.
We take our stand on the articles of our church
and foremost among them the 1lth, 12th, 17th,
19th and 31st.

Such, in a few wordsgis “ our platform,” and
we ask all who can honestly endorse these views
to aid and assist our cffort, either by special
donations towards our enterprise, or by subserip-
tions, or both. We ask our evangelical charch
clergy in our various.dioceses not only to seek to
extend thie paper in their parishes, but also to aid
us with literary contributions, o1 such items of'
church néws as would prove generally ace:pt-
able to church people. We hope to make our
paper successful, and '8 credit and aid to the
church with which it is connect d.
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overlooked, If a

after that she observes a difference in the
child’s behaviour, and if she sees her at
all inclined to be troublesome, she has only
to remind her that God sees her, and im-
wediately she is good. The children in
eral are fond of their school. Last
week one ‘of the brothers of a girl came
to take her to the garden, as all the famil
were going out that day, but she refused,
saying she preferred staying in school, I
wish you could see the infant sclfbol, there
are such darlings there, one only two years
old, the granddaughter of the consul. She
likes eoming to school so much, and even
cries to come. Then we have another little
pet of four years, she is very clever, Her
name is Zabia, v r, -and her father
nearly blind ; she livessome way from the
school, but she comes and goes alone. I
ask her bometimes if she is afraid, but she
says No, she is never afraid. One morning
Iind occasion to go out, and in passing
thrhugh one of the streeh‘ 8aw no one, but
heard 8 little voice say, in'English,  Good
morning, Miss James." I looked, and saw
this mite in her ragged clothes, the colour
of the wall, standing to rest against it.
Then she asked me, in Arabic, were I was
oing, and continued her walk to school.
he children are all very fond of her; so
one morning after breakfast, Mariam said,

‘I wish you would gg and open the school
for me;’ she nid‘( h, they won't mind
me.' ¢ Yes, go ahd tell them my teacher

has sent me to open school for her.” Well,
can you imagine this baby of four, actually
going into the schoolroom, and getting
on%one of the windows to be higher, and
telling the children first, ‘ Be quiet, chil-
dren ;' then she said she was come to open
the school ; then she said ‘ stand,” and they
rose, big girls and all; they enjoyed the
thing, 'T'hen she told one or two of different
things they were doing to leave off. When
the room was quit¢ quiet, she commenced
singing, and they all joined ; but Mariaw,
Marita, and I had gone across the court
and stood under the window ; and in the
middle of the singing she turned round and
saw us; so she was too shy to go on then,
but she did not think it a jo i
‘thought she must mind her
the serious way in Which she went about it
was delightful to witness. Shp often has
her breakfast with us; for
"ﬁh've you eaten today ¥ ¢ No;
“ there was only some bissser,
not eat that, so L came to so
and the dear little thing was
if’ she had had ajgood breakfast.
must not tire youWith acconnts of only one.

“ Miss Gib is staying with me, and
amuses me veryjmuch about one of her
children who wjs aboui to be married.

Montr:al, 2nd January, 1868,
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m veo trouble, sho (4 her and flke 0 s
that God’s eye is upon her;

She said, ¢ Now-fhat would you like me

not hel
“The boy teased me. - He did what. I
cannot endure, and, on the iﬁdﬂ of the
moment, I spoke anger; 1 could not
control mym‘ ?hn was a frown on
his face; but when I was aonounced—
being more or less of a stranger, demanding
of him certain courtesies —he at once
smoothed his face, as though nothing had
happened—as though the sun was shining
brightly in the heavens, and the wind were
south and not east. He came into the
room where I was, and, in the most cordial
and courteous way ible, gave me his
hand, and smilingly m me welcome. He
could \not oontrntﬁ himself, simply because
he did not think enough of his boy ; because
he did not sufficiently appreciate his family ;
and because he thought his house was a
den,in which he cou':g roar with impunity,
and not the great temple of God, where he
should walk as priest and kinz.  And yet
I, almost a stranger, was sufficiently strong,
in my presence, to cause him at once to
cool down into courtesy, into affability, into
politeness! I ¥fl you that manmy and
mavy a man, and many and many a woman,
in this strange world of ours, in which
many things seem to go wrong, will be
gentle, and kind, and charitable, and full
of smiles, outside of their houses, with
strangers, for whose opinion they do not
care ong jot or tittle; and in the house,
where all the happiness of years depends
upon the sweetness of soul, and where they
are constantly shedding iufluences that will
ripen into the good or bad life of a boy or
girl, will yield to a pettishness and pee-
vishness unwortby of them as men and
women, and wholly unworthy of them as
Christians.

HAVE MERCY ON THE BISHOPS.

The Bishop, under existing cireum-
stances especially, is like the steam-
bammer, he must be able to forge an
anchor or crack a nut—to be on equal
terms with the patrician, whilst on the
level of sweet sympathy with the lowest.
The farther removed the assailunt of pre.
lates from any domestic practical know-

"| ledge of what all this entails upon the ep-

iscopal “mind, body, and estate,” the more
reckless is the attack, snd the more gen-
erous the expenditure of ammunition.
But those who know hest what our Bis-
hops have te sgﬁnd, what they have to be,
and what they both spead and are, do most
humbly bow down before the majesty of

<

| . P —

-

CQINQQ batk and bite "—for ade-

$2 P an.—Single copies, 5 cents.

E
:

6o apt to
| lov-iofﬂ:
: re to
: m?ﬂnd act,
My‘."ﬂn
contempt au-
¢ ng of the
; aod ga
) the
of the

:
4
g

i

1
: i
it .igs

g
oF
FL

N
ok

t

1
Ee

i

E

§;
il

e
Fib

Hasl
:

I
{

o1
1
g

i

angelical Churchmen,

%€ | sympathy, and hearty, help support our be-
- | loved Bin‘op; _whue’lot &onrtp?n times so

trying, that, brain and heart-crushed,
they are dropping. right and left, silent
martyrs to the re- Reformation of the Eng-

lish Church. S8ome have died already, and
others are now ing under the pres-
sure gravewards. As with a large percent-

our Bishops and Archbishops, though their

abundant private respurces they could not
meet the mpnnnifold drafts upon t{eir means.
Surely we can “levelup” poor parson’s
ittances to respectable incomes without

ing our Bishops by a wholesale
“levelling-down!” As to Keble being
passed over, although it was too bad that
he had no preferment, I think none could
read his life without feeling that exactly
the differential qualifications for being a
spiritual ruler were in that good man con-
spicuous by their absence.

Let us love our Bishops, and set the ex-
ample of deep reverence for those that are
over us in the Lord; and let us delight to
teach our children to do the same. hen
the time comes, let us be prepared to find
that episcopal corn must not be measured
by private bushels ; and, in God's name,
let us beware to do what you, Sir, have
ever so admirably done and inculeated—
our difficult duty in the lawless atmos-
phere of our times, viz., strengthen all the
pivots of lawful authority, by increasing
the fixity of the great centres in which
they turn, and against which they get
their leverage for the good of man and the
glory of God.

This strikes me as so important a sug-
gestion at this juncture, that [ have to ask
pardon for tre-passing €0 long upon your
space and pati(‘uce.—The Rock.

Lorp CLARENDON AND MR. SUMNER.—
Lord Clarendqu is credited with having
perpetrated a\lerubly smart mot. Mr,
Sumner, after liXing into advanced age a
bachelor, married, three years since, a
{{)qu widow of great personal attractions.

ecently, the man and wife have, on the
ground of incompatibilty of temper, seperat-
ed. Lord Clarendon being asked what
impregsion Mr. Sumner’s late speech had
mud’ upon him, answered, “ I have read
it, sir, with much interest, and have formed

Sumaer.”

income on paper looks large, yet but for

age of our ‘“fat rectors,” so with many of | one's opi
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General. @hurch  Helws. ’

GREAT BRITAIN.

Tae CLEroY AND THE TEMPERANOE
OVEMENT. 4 Archdeacon Sandford, at-a
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of having sought a cheap and passing po-
pularity ¥ from leaving the selection P:l‘
their minister to the parishionégs. He says
— Tndeed, [ should have been well

ed if the stép I took had met with less
public notice. I was solely and simply
actuated by the belief that, in leaving it
to the congregation of Redbourne to t
their own cle I was taking the
course most lik§ to promote the welfare
and harmony of the parish. ‘ What is
better thap any one’s opinion is every
, and surely in any parish a
clergymaa selected in the first i

the parishioners is more likely to
their future sup, i
arbitrarily upon them on the nomjnation
of a single individual. Nor did J throw
off any responsibility that proper;
to me. I left it to the parishioners to select
and recommeénd—not to elect (for to wy
mind, there is a vast difference between
the two). I stipulated they should agree
in their recommendation, and T ccrtainly
considered it would have been open to we
to refuse to appoint had an improper selee-
tion been-made. I suggested they should
adopt the system which I am told exists
and works well in the Episcopalian Church
in America, and this is what has been
done. So far, the result has answered my
most sanguine expectations; and tLough
the expressions of approbation which I
have received from many friends, both lay
and clerical, and still more the spirit in
which my offer has been met iu the dis-
trict, have been most grateful to me, yet I
feel that whatever credit is due for the
happy result of the experiment should be
given chiefly to the Redbourne people, who
have shown the strongest sense of the re-
sponsibility thrown upon them, and, in
answering the appeal 1 made to them, have
scrupulously set aside all considerations of
personal friehdship and welationship. I
may mention, as a fact which illustrates
the condition of the great mass of the
working c'eriy, that the number of ap-
plications for the living—moderate as it is
in value—amounted to upwards of 500.
But there was no canvassing, nor did any
of the evils make themselves felt which
have been predicted as iuscparable from a
system of a direct selection of’ their w nis-
ters by the congregations. On the contrary,
[ am inclined to think the dfficulties attend-
ing the question of chureh patronage wou'd
be diminished in proportion as the system
of selection by the parishioners’'was ex-

tended.”,
@T{Lpﬁﬂruc-

—The preparatious for

tion of ghe Irish Church appear to be pr:-

from it a very high opinion of-—Mrs. |grc&~'i|{ satisfactorily :—

The laity are taking measures to asser.
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