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The Mission of Laymen
BY REV. CHAS. JEFFERSON, D.D.
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*y HE New Testament like, laymen. It «gUim.te claim, wlnclf organized Chri.tl.mty make, upon
1 that unique dignity and supernatural Mthonty of th_ I g t^ need of the Church i. not money, but life

clergymen which have been the come of ‘he Chratiui ^ of mentl, Bnd ,p,ritual energy, money
world. The Church on the day of Pentecost »^">ocr^j „„‘ld fl„v, in like a mighty .«earn. Laymen have won the r

gagzasrsisr.svrr.Ss 
«sïrt-ïS nr r jS52ê '-t& » * »..... .
had indeed piured out hi, .pirit upon all d jly7he doe. not belong to Christ But this i. a page ol the
a. well a. men, upon the young ». well a. upon the old All dally, heeded. The field, are white unto
wore prophets. All .poke for God. Upon each h«ld ^ harvest, but the laborer, are few. T ie minuter goes
sal a tongue of tire. They were aHfilled Uinto the field, and the majority of hi, P«0P|e g‘> «,™,l,e"
Ghost. The greatest word in the Book of Acts is alb sentence, i. the running «ire of Christendom.

were baptized ; all .poke ; all prayed ; .1 hal( „mpty, Laymen do not work to fill
the good tidings; all participated in publicJ°"hJ£j1£i them. Why are deficit, so univer»! 1 Laymen do not plan 
exercised authority in Church go"”™?"* - *f'Wweieht oft to abolish them. Why does the Church make so few com 
by the rapture of a great love, ennobled by the weight of» ™ , Uymen do not talk on the subject of religion. Why
great respon.ibility. and zealou, in the performance of a great ^ c||Jh |ife flo„ ,uch feeble stream, 1 Laymen do
task. The Apostolic Church was mighty became>>» »“ thoir li(e into it. ......
brotherhood, and all believer, had al thing. c™“"on- , The l,.pti,m for which the Church 1. waiting is theb»Ptl.m

But into this new Carden of Eden a serpent crawled- , /knowledge. We do not seem to know the thing, 
ecclesiastical ambition. By s'o. advance the clergy on- “ They are hid from ou■ eyes. W.
crouched upon the right, of the lalty, crowd, ngl.ymen from ^ ^ wh.t thi, mean, : •• One -, your Mulct,
the position given them by the Lord. The and eu ye Br, brethren.
ceased to be a brotherhood It became a ™°?^- We stumble over thi. : “ A, my Father have rant me,
ruler, and .object.. All authority passed little by little into 
the band, of the clergy. With the growth of *e hierarchy 
the power and the glory of the Church of the ApoaUe, 
vanished. Tlie dark age. in which the hierarchy

—r-mnmit: millin1*
been for the laity of Germany. In England the head of the 
been lor i» y 'n WB8 largely by the energy of

reconstructed ; and it

III' paroBBi..! I

Reformation was a layman.
laymen that the English Church waa
was bv the laymen of Crcmwell’s army that the Stuart 
despotism wa. crushed, and the hl.lory of political liberty 
wasPopened The great event of the sixteenth century wa, 
the rise of the laity in the Chri.tian Church Modern history 
began when the laity reamed their rightful p ace in public 
worship. For a thounand year, they had .imply as,isted at 
rite, wrought for them by priestly hands. A new day dawned 

called into the chancel, and public
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of an immortal triumph. A, soon a. the Mass, which m a 
sacrifice wrought through priestly intervention, was super­
seded by the “ communion service," laymen once more enjoyed 
the privilege which belonged to them in apostolic days, and 
tasted anew the blessedness of Christian fellowship. The 
stream of centuries was turned out of it. channel by allowing 
laymen their New Testament right, as worshipper.

But the world awaits a new reformation The Chuich 
to-day is not yet apostolic. It lim 
midst of vast opportunities it sta
wildered. Hundred, of minister, are sick at heart. Many 
of them have grown pessimistic. Occasionally one of them 
drifts into infidélité. The majority of them are discouraged 
It would be a revelation to the world should clergymen speak 
out plainly what they know and suffer.

We shall never get out of the ditch until laymen realize that 
they also are successor, of the apostle,. They stand in the line
of a great succession. They are called to be king, andpriests lo „hom this is spoken : " Go and
unto God. The trouble no. i, that laymen in ‘m°Bk, diLmTe, of all nations." , .
arc not in the Church. Their names are in the Cb"™" ““"h We ^Pot „jth pBul . .. I rejoice in my sufferings, and 
but they themselves are not in the Church, borne of them are ^ pjt that which is lacking of the affliction, of
in their business, and other, in their '^8". but too fe w of them fill P ^ P we do not realize that we, laymen a. «elles 
are in the Church. No man 1» in the Church whose heart Christ, .. lBborer, together with God
and mind are not in it. The Church is hungering for tile c'er«™™’. . , faithful saying : - For if -e be dead with 
thought and affection of her men. There „ enough bra n- An y t, t j.^ wi Him If we suffer, we shall
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pu and halts. In the 
nde impotent and be-
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