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FRIENDSHIP OF.DAVID AND JON-
ATHAN*

(By Rev. J. W. MceMillan, .l".A’

As long as the son of Jesse liveih, elc.,
v, 3. 1t is never wise W do wroug.
If it ever seelis o us wise, it is Dbe-
Cause OUr ignorauce preveuls us seelug
the Lavoc that will resull. DSowe nalive
engiueers iu Brazil caw uhat & suspeu
sicn bridge was saggiug in lbe ceulre
1t seewed w thew that there was Just
one thing w do, o support thal saggiug
cenwre. S0 they buili a pillar that lied
it up. But they thus oulraged the na-
ture of ihe bridge, desuroying all uhe
intricale harmony of straius aud siress-
@5, A loaded Waln now pulled on beaws
where it should bave pushed, and push
ed on rods where it should have puiled
No wouder the bridge soon broke dowu.
All wbe universeis cousuructed iu Lar
mouy with right. No waiter how con-
vincingly wise, or absoluiely uecessary
a policy may look, if it is worally wroug,
it will be destructive in the end.

Wherefore should Le be put to deaili?
(Hev. Ver.), v. & uoberison oi Briga-
ton, the famous prescher of sixly years
4go, ouce Lad & false charge lad against
him. A friend of Lis heard le accu-
sation, and, through cowardice or ocare-
lessuess, miseed the opportunity of puv
wug his cuonduct in is wrue light, kob-
ertson, wriung of this iu one of lus
letters, says, ‘How rare it 1s W luave
a friend who will defend you thoroughly
and boldly!” ‘That is what Jonaiuau
did for bavid, even ai the Ik ol s
father's wralle; aud thai s what our
friends sbould be able w couut oo i
us, that we will speak out fearlessly
for thew if we hear them slandered.

What bath he donef v. & A youug
wan started to praciise law, while uls
widowed mother cawe Lo keep Louse fur
him. He wailed weeks for Lis ursi
case. lhen a tuief sent for him to de
fend him in the wagistrate's court. lhe
defence was to be an alibi for which the
prisoner's accomwplices were Lo perjure
thewselves. The young lawyer refused
the case, and his mother said, “Kight,
wy som, right.”” Then a rich man cawe
to him, asking him to draw up & deoceit-
ful agreewent, by which the other party
was 10 be cheated. Again he refused,
and his mother said, ‘Right, wmy son,
right.’ Then a poor woman who had
been the victim of a money lender's
extortion came to him. It was a case
where his fees would be almost nothing,
his expendiiure cousiderable, and he
would probably make powerful enemies
for himself, But he took it, and his
mother said, “Right, my son, right.”
That mother was a conscieuce to her
son, making him ask regarding every
proposed step, “Is it righti”

Only Jonathan and David kaew, v. 3.
Policy is mot trickery, but the use of
wisdom for good purposes, Cromwell's
soldiers onoce caught the little son of
e nobleman whom they were auxious
to capture. He was brought before the
rough looking c8ptain and asked, ‘‘When
did you see your father last?” The
brave little fellow refused to epeak. He
wag within his rights in keeping silent.
Everyone i learns hi
about somebody, which he ought not to

*3.8. Lesson, August 23, 1808: 1 Sam-
uel 20:3042. Commit to memory v. 42.
Study 1 Samuel, ch, 20. Read 1 Samuel
18:16; 19; 1.7; 23:14.18, Golden Text:—
A friend loveth at all times, and a
“mu is born for adversity.—Proverbs

we don. Let him keep it to hiwself,
aud lev him rewewber that a secrel,
whispered to oune or two, is a secret L0
longer.

David arose, v. 4l. How like the
frieudship of FPrince Jonathan towards
David was to that of Jesus towards
Johu! How the son of Zebedee iuust
Lave felt hounored yet coufounded by
the affection of his Master! kow tauul
iar it was, without a Wace 01 coudesven
sionl How resolute to protect the lile
of the loved comrade! kow devoted in
sacritice, giving up so wuch for his sake,
and pressing on to death in his bebaltl
‘Lhefe is roow in the heart of Jesus 1or
all wankind, He will be to us more than
Jonathan was to David.

“Ihe love of Jesus, what it is,
None but His loved ones kupw.”
The Lord shall be between we sud
thee, v. 4¢. Affection is insecure ull it
is mveted by God's hand. Feople soue
tiwes talk of honor among thieves, lu
point of fact, the delectives regularly
count on breaking up & baud of thieves
by gettiug hold of vne of them aud in-
ducing im to beitray his friends. 1t
is just awong lawless, godless wen that
there is no honor. We can expect notuing
good of any friendship upon which we

cannot ask the blessing of God.

' THE SECRET OF THE LORD.
God sometimes shuts the door and shuts

us in,
That He may speak, perchance Lhrough
gliel or pa,
And softly, heart to heart, above the din,
May tell some precious thought
us again,

God sometimes shuts the door and
keeps us still,
That so our feverish haste, or deep
unrest,

Beueath His gentle touch may quiet, ull
He whispers what our weary hearts
love best,

God sometimes ehuts the door, and
though shut in,

1f 'tis His hand shall we not wait and

seel -

1f worry lies without, and toil and sin,

God's Word may wait within for you

and me. (Unknown.

THE MINISTRY OF SORROW.

A musician ordered of a violin maker
the best instrument he could make. At
length the musician was seat for to cowe
and try his instrument, As he drew the
bow uscross the strings his face clouded
and he becawe angry. Lifting the instru-
met he Cashed it to pieces on the table,
paid the price he had contracted to pay,
and left the shop, Bug the violin maker
gathered up the broken pieces and set
10 work to remake the instrument. Again
the musician was sent for, and drew the
bow across the strings as before. The
violin was perfect. 'le asked the price.
“Nothing, the violin = .aker replied. This
is the same instruu.ent you broke to
pieces. I put it together, and out of the
shattered fragments this perfect instru:
ment has been made.” This is the way
God does ofttimes with men's lives, They
are not what they ought to be. Out
wardly they may seem very beautiful,
but no sweet music comes from them.
They are lacking in spirituality, and the
likeness of Christ does not appear in
them. Then God permits them to be
broken in sorrow or suffering, and with
the fragments makes a new life which
yields praise, honor and blessing.—Dr.
J. RB. Miller.

BETHANY AND BEYOND.
(By Rev., John B. Appel)

The cruel was plish
ed. Llhe iriends oi Jesus ilenderly cared
for His wutilated body. e rose iu
wiumph, at the €ad of three days, ac-
Gmpusued the proois of His resurrec-
tiou, aud Lbe risen ULList was luvre law-
Ous and poweriul than the liviig Jesus
had even oeeu. 4ils disciples wWalied
with Hun to Bounaus, ‘Lhey sat wiiu
Miw i we Upper Lhamber once agaiu.
lbey ate wilh Mim by ie side Ol G
ilee. lhen e walked with tuew w
bellany, hessed thewm and passed lrowt
worial view. lience ihe eyes ol lhe
whole world are on this spot. 1t riveis
our alleulion W Beihauy and beyond.
Here heaven aund earih el Alus wus
the last place ever wudden by uie 1ovw
of Clrist. iere the leavens vpeued
10 recelve Him. Whither He weni we
hope w tollow, All must tread the sawue
pat,

;j We are interested in the road w bet-
' hany, iore interested in the road be-
W youd. we all want wo follow Jesus thus
The object of this wrucie

would follow Jesus to Beithany and be-
ond, we wust follow Him all the way.
It was because Ue trod the road w
that e asceuded
was Dbecause lie

Lie carpeuter shop, working, was Llrist
[preparing lur Leaven. We are api w
lniuk of our work as soweiliug whicn
48 nothing to do with our salvauosn.
sut 1L is Lthe work that tells. Jesus per-
forwed both sides of tis work in lile,
he iwechauical and the spiritual, wila
laith and zeal, hence His reward.

! Ve caunnol be a clurch-guer aud ue-
glect our work and expect W iueei wilu
e commendation of whe Masier.
wusy lolow His example all the way.
We wiust be what He was, 0 the shop
at Nazareuh, in the home &l Belusny,
lin the school at Jerusalew, in order w
“Woe wilh Hun where He is. we luusi
4 driuk of His cup, bear his cross, sutler
and sacrifice as He did, and theu heaveu
will come W us as & true reward. we
oannot be a fahful worker in our lie's
vocation and 6tay away’ from church,
and expect to, be blessed of Uod. we
must live a rounded life. We must treat
nghily both body and soul. There 1s
a Christian hand, a Christian iind,
@ Christian soul. All have their re-
spective interests, All must be faithful-
ly culiivated. We ehall not jump inw
heaven. We shall not be saved by
chance. We cannot slip iuside the pear-
ly gates. All the long pathway of life
we must walk with Jesus, as His dis-
ciples did, if we wowd walk with Him
to Bethany and beyond. — Christisn
Intelligencer.

PRAYER,

The Sabbath is the Lord's; its peace,
its foretaste of the eternal rest is His
gift to men. O Lord, we thank Thee
from the depths of our hearts for the
ehelter, the abounding sense of calm
which we have in this haven of Bab-
bath, Surrounded by the hills of Thy
love, we are shut out from the evils of
the world, and for a space have oppor-
tunity to meditate upon Thee, upon
Thy love for us, and upon that wisdom
which Thou hast given us for study




