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WHY MEN DO NOT ENTER THE
MINISTRY.

By N. A. 0.

Let me say first T have no patience
with the unfaithful outery that the Tord
is going to find Himself shorthanded.

But why should there he so much
beating about the bush in answering the
question in its oft disenssion? Neifher
congregations mor eynods consider the
fact that the necessarica of life cost 20
per cent more in one town than in an.
other 15 miles awav: or that items of
daily expense are as much ae a third dear-
er in ome part of the country than in
another lese than 60 miles awnv.

The geale of wages among workingmen
variee with the cost of livine. Ministors'
atinends (the minimum of necessity to
etart with in the ereat maiority of eases)
Ao not advance with the eost of livine,
A minister is held to debase his calliny
it he names the fact to a coneregation
that the conditions are thus and so, and
that, econceauently, the ealarv thev my
him i< too emall.  Workinemen consider
#he sitnation, make a demand. receive ne-
knawledement of their fnst elaime, or oo
ont on steils 11 the instics of their ease
s e iteelf  Otherwise, thev, individ-
mally. take nn some other kind of wark
woadv to hand. Tt a minister follow
snven and he iz hranded a
il he head and dhonlders
ahave 1. panke and file of hoth the neople
generally and the ministry as well.

On the other hand. let the nndernail
minictor smesze and stint, and he euilty
of dlow snicide in larder and librarv. in
order that his clothes mav not stamn him
“mety nareon.” and he is soon worse
hranded than in the other ease. Con it
he rensonably emonoeed that vomne men
Ao not see thie? Thailing ta understand
fha citnation they are at the least enh-
conerione of its meanine.

Rememher. von worldlv wise, four
+hinge: (1) The heat, the evervwnv
best, are meaded for the ministre. and
moht to he enaonraced ta antoer it not
fichbonad awnv hv tha nichtmawa of o
Ktuation finaneially inenmnovtalls,  (9Y
Romemhor that just as the Tnelish
onine . drons from par to 16 to 1R ehil.
Jinea in valne when vem earry it in vone
nocket over into Folland. =a on hoelk
only a few vears and vour & of tadav had
mneh oreator rimehasine nower  fa eav
neathine shant what vane erandfathor did
with an ineome of 8400 Mimo whre
when men woms “nacsine ok an 40
narnde o vaor (N Ramombar that non.
wiation ie anemonalitan naw and na Tanw.
er is made np of settlements where par.
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em and pedagog and artisan and farmer

ssed much alike, cheaply, and the cor-
uce grocer and dealer in hides alone
waxed rich and built him a house better
than his neighbor’s and wore clothing of
a better grade.  Almost any congrega-
tion the country over is the miniature of
the cosmopolitan city. The minister ie
marked off the list who does not score
up to the popular idea of what he ongit
to be to outward seeming—and that idea
ig, on the occasion of his appeamnce as
a stranger, largely proportionate to his
dleckness and affability, two things that
eavor more of acting than of honesty if
he be a man whose nose is on the grind-
stone.  (4) Remember that the man who
has the sensibility and refinement and
adaptability that is needed to qualify him
for the work of the ministry quails in
the presence of the resulting impossibil-
ities. He is like a good enough saw with
a file applied to the points of the teeth.

Tt is asked sometimes, eallonsly, why
ministers do not marry wives who have
pin money. Tf they were men of the
stamn to act upon the Yorkshire farmer’s
advice to his son Sam, “Don’t marry fur
money, but gan wheer money is” and
were by s0o much less fitted for the work
that ealls them, thev would dnh them-
gelves fools for not doing s0. For of all
young men the theological student, in his
oollege days, has the grand onnortu-
nity of personal acamaintance with the
“catches,” the blondes, the bhrunettes
and the “specially snited” from end to
end of the country. The possession of
the pin money does not dicaualify the
mistress of the manse, the parsonage, or
the reotory. But far the prospective oc-
enpant of eaid rectorv. varconage. or
manse to he actuated by the mercenary
motive in making choice of her would he
to discover hie ovmn unfitness.

Good men, having that good quality of
heart and mind that enables them to dis-
corn excellent onportnaities of helping
to hnild un the Kingdom of God among
men without aceepting ordination, oppor-
tunities that are accompanied hy greater
freedom if less honor, manv good men
who otherwise would enter the ministey
choose the less honored wav of suver fin.
ance—not to say of larger independence.

The men whom the ministry needs are
the very men who have it in them #s
make a ewift euccess in anv one of two
or three other nrofessions, had thev eha.
eon one of these. Men of that stamn
Ana not like to he thonoht of ns nannre.
There ie a disnasition in thees
momonary Himea tn reoard minigtone in
that lieht, Tt palle the conclilifine Tha
rhnvhoa are eavine todav in neasticn,

Take what we offer vou and be thankfu!.
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DR. HERRIDGE ON AUTONOMY
BILL.

In dealing with the edueational pro -
sions of the Autonomy bill, at pre-on
before the House of Commons,
minister  of St.  Andrew’s c¢hwn
reasoned that as the country had 1
renounced  Christianity  some  aceoun
ghould be made of it in the conduct of
educational affairs.  Bducation is nos
simply the imparting of knowledge, 1
the building up of character, the leadin
forth of all our highest faculties, * *
We should he blind to all the lesson< o
history if we failed to see that the futur
of Canada depends on nothing elsc <.
much as on the quality of Canadian cit
zenship.  To the attainment of this o
the teacher’s ideals should he nohle an!
his life honest and of good report. Anv-
one who is false to the fundamental ot
ies of Christianity would he an wne’
guide to the children of our land. 1 1.
not mean by this that any advantag
disadvantage should attach to the eccl
sinstical relationships, whatever )00
may be. But T do hold that they shou!!
show some respect for Christian mor1:
and Christian doctrine and that their o«
ample chould he a wholesome one to 11
generation growing up around us, a1
which in a few years must become 1
makers of Canadian history. * * *

There is a better way of renderin:
eeparate schools superfluous than to ta!
the ground that the state has nothing 1
do with religion and that is hy tryins
to unite on a basis of our common Chri-
tianity. T agree with my Catholic frien1:
that religion ought not to be exclud.
from our schools. T do not agree with
them that it is the business of the Stat:
to support denominationaliem. TIf th-
church wishes to do that, it is a different
matter. Patriotiem calls npon everyoi»
of us to lay the stress in our educationa!
affairs, not upon points of difference, hut
upon the much more important points of
agreement.  We all believe in God and
in Mis Son, Jesus Christ, and in the work
of the Divine Spirit thronghout the
course of human history. T imagin:
that the conscience of very few will
be offended if our schools open with a
reverent prayer to the Father of us all.
and with some sentences from the page
of that Divine revelation which is placed
before us all. ¥/, in some cases, ohjec-
tion is taken even to this, such objection
ghould be reganded. But surely no on»
would dream of eeparating the honest
remonstrants from their fellows, and
nutting them in a sehool by themselve:
T know that preiudice often exaogorafes
the matters of divergence among fhose
who are atill united under the genoeic
name of Christian. But is it imprssiblc




