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To-day, Fehruary 13th, the Metropolitan Methodist
Church celebrates the fifty-tliird- anniversary of its
foundation as a congregation. It was exactly filty-
three years ago yesterday that the first Methodist mis-
sionaries, sent out by the Wesleyan Methodist Church
of Canada, then part of the English Wesleyan confer-
ence, landed in Victoria. They were 11ev. Dr. Ephrairn
Evans, his wife and family; 11ev. Arthur Browning,
11ev. Ebenezer 11obson a-ad 11ev. Edward White, who
also brought his farnily, one ol his littie sons being
:Rev. IDr. White, to-day Superintendent oî Methodist
Missions in this province. 11ev. Dr. 11obson was mar-
ried shortly alter his arrivai. 0f the gallant littie party
who faced the hardships of the then comparatively littie
known West with such tranquiiity and courage, ail have
now passed to, their rest, Dr. Ilobson, the last survivor,
dying less than a year ago in Vancouver.

The inissionaries were received by Mr. John T. Pid-
well, fathez-in-law of Mr. D. W. Higgins, and enter-
tained in his home until they could secure permanent
quarters. The following Sunday, February 13, service
was held for the llrst time in the courthouse, and 11ev.
Dr. Robson subsequentiy went on to Nanaimo, where he
found Cornelius Bryant, a young schoolmaster, who en-
joyed the distinction of being the flrst member of the
Methodist Church to set foot in British Columbia. Hie
afterwards entered the Methodist ministry and dicd a
few years ago. 11ev. Edward 'White was quartered iii
New Westminster, where he estabIished Methodism, and
11ev. Mr. Browning, after acting as evangelist at dif-
ferent coast points, became the pioneer Methodist mins-
sionary ini the Cariboo country.


