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silver, it is also liable to rapid oxidization, which takes place
with especial rapidity upon leather.

Gold leaf is made in various sizes. The larger size, about
85 mm., 18 the best to use, whilst the very small sizes are
Ijetter suited for some work.

As a ground-work for gilt edges, the so-called jjolimeut
(Armenian bole) is now generally used. This is cleaned
bole, made into a paste, and applied in a solution not too thin.
To make the gold stick to the surface, glair or white of egg

is used in all cases. It must be properly diluted accoiding
to whether it is to be used for gilt edges or hand-tooling.

Finished work, especially smooth surfaces, is improved
by the application of varnish, and is at the same time ren-
dered damp-proof. The so-called bookbinder's or leather
varnish is used for leather, cloth, or pressed dark papers.
Map varnish, also sold as photographer's varnish, is suitable
for light articles, maps, placards, Ac. At present, spirit
varnibh with its quick drying and high surface is uhiiost
exclusively used for this purpose. Turpentine varnishes are
no longer generally used in bookbinderies ; in colour printing
copal and amber varnishes are used.

The ready-made hea*' band is an article specially manu-
factured for the bookbinuer. It is fastened on the book in
suitable lengths to cover the place where the body and back
of books join at head and tail. These head-bands are to be
had in the most varied styles, according to price and require-
ment. For ordinary work a cheap cotton is good enough,
for fine half-calf bindings a silk head-band is used if it" is
not intended to weave by hand a head-band of silk tiiread
for decoration known as a worked head-band.

Besides the head-band, tlie book-marker is required, gene-
rally a silk braid in bright colours.

It is often necessary to tix clasps to heavy books and also
to the smaller hymn-books and prayer-books. These are


